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Origins of the Welfare State:
· After ww2 there was a prevailing mood for reforming the economy and government
· Believed that capitalism had failed (great depression)
Shadow of the great depression:
1. Crisis of Laissez-Faire Capitalism
2. Experience with State intervention
3. Lack of housing – no housing construction for two generations, very crowded
4. Pent-up demand for consumer goods. Rationing was common (powdered milk)
5. Dissatisfaction with democracy – no confidence in the system with all the troubles, open to changing the system 
World War 2’s impact: 1941-1945
· Drain of total war 
· Sacrifices of ordinary people – lots of sacrifice 
· Loosening of social roles and traditional mores – women working, men in England, everything changed
Prewar Experiments with “Welfare”
1. FDR’s new deal (1933) – employ everyone, very much liked by the people
2. The Beveridge Report (1942) – shows the revolutionary spirit present in Britain. Beveridge examined and questioned why different people were receiving different societal benefits. Preached for a unified, universal system of support. Many people read the report and agreed with the ideas stated. 
3. State managed war economies – government controlled economy (ford built tanks, etc.)
4. Russian state socialism – people viewed the Russian system as successful (industrializing) 
5. Churchill’s Ouster (1945) expected an easy victory, although lost to the labour party
Western European Welfare Models:
· Western European welfare state, in its various manifestations, represented a middle path between two extremes




Formula for “Social Democracy”
1. Keynesian Economics
2.  Capitalism is fundamentally unstable
3. State regulation is necessary to ease market swings - – market fluctuations can be regulated – preventing a great depression 
4. Macro-economic tools
5. Full employment goal – everyone needs to be working
6. Nationalization of strategic industries - . Government would come in and buy out private industries, giving them a much larger share and able to regulate cycles. (steel, mines, transportation 
Realms of Government intervention: Social Justice
1. Britain’s 1947 Universal Healthcare – Beveridge plan basically put in place. Any person with medical illness was taken care of.
2. Educational Opportunities – everyone had access to very affordable education
3. Public housing projects – many houses lost due to bombing and other effects of war. Construction of affordable housing in Europe began.
Social Democracy Elsewhere:
· National Uniqueness – each country has different values and expectations (E.G France expected women to be in the workplace)
· A question of Zones – Scandinavia very socialist – first rate social structure (although 60-70% of income paid through taxes)
· Expansion during the 1960 – more pronounced in certain area’s compared to others. Natural for the welfare state to expand
· Post 1968 crisis – not able to pay for everything
· Market reforms 1980’s – many large companies spun off (British Airways) Borrowing money, promises exceed demands. Aging population, healthcare improved, younger people left to deal with it 
Western Europe’s Golden Age (1950-1968)
· 1945-47 communist upheaval – France and Italy almost fell to communism. Communist parties were very strong as they overthrew the Nazi invasion. 
· 1948 Marshall Plan – 
· Early 1950’s Recovery
· Economic Expansion of 1960’s…
· Increased prosperity
· Discovery of north shore sea oil 
· integration of working classes
Eastern and Non-European Socialisms:
· economy a lot less wealthy
Eastern Europe before the Cold War:
1. Soviet Reconstitution – Nazis punished and loyal people put in place (1945)
2. Era of Coalition Governments 1945-47 – merged different government parties together 
3. Popular attitude towards communism (45-47) most ordinary people looked at the Soviet Union and communism in a favourable right, willing to give it a try
4. Revolution from within – Stalin building a communist base , people he could trust. Cancelled election and kicked out the democrats, 
5. Stalin: Diversity and Flexibility
6. Red terror
The hammer descends: The red terror 1948-1953
1. The Red Terror: class enemies 
a. Fascists
b. The bourgeois 
c. The church
d. The peasantry 
2. Purges of party
3. Summary of Arrests
4. Gulags – everyone lived in fear, secret police sent people to “Gulags” which were prison camps
Stalinist style of terror industrial development: (1948-53)
· Five year plans (soviet Experience) build from scratch an industrial base. 
· Heavy industry and power generation – force people from the country into the city
· Urbanization: Stalinscraper – big residences with poor conditions
· Forced agriculture collectivization
· Glorification of technology: build new society
Post-Stalinist Communism (1954 – 1968)
· Khrushchev’s New course
a. Curbing of the police
b. Liberalization of economy
c. Détente with west
d. National communism
e. 1956 Hungarian Uprising 



Appraising Eastern Socialism: Achievements
1. Education
2. Industrialization
3. Modernization
4. Gender equality – new freedoms, not stuck in the home, could work in the factories 
5. Health care – great success, better hospitals. 
6. Poverty
7. Crime 
Appraisal Continued: Failures
· Pollution – no lobby advocating for environment 
· Police state – cost to the people, very troubling time
· Backward economies – communism building up the older industry – dooming themselves 
· Agricultural penury – collective agriculture did not work, very poor selection of food 
· Religious repression – communist set itself up as atheist – punishing those who practiced their faith
· Human cost – high blood price, tens of thousands worked to death, many other enslaved to build this new society 
· Poor living standards – 
Summary:
Welfare state a dream carried with us, emerged due to suffering in history.
· A pillar of the post-world order
· Still relevant today, under increasing pressure to pay for it










The American Dream:
· Our social values consists mainly of material values
· Materialism is socially constructed
· In some sense a principle of welfare
Welfare in America:
· Hollywood does an excellent job exploring the inner world of post-war America
· Mad men/revolutionary road – What kind of society is this, is this a welfare state?
Roots of the American dream:
· Unlike Europe, In America you could be whoever you wanted to be
· The idea that anyone could come to America and make someone out of themselves
Postwar Conditions in America (1945-47)
· Demobilized forces with haste – get the troops home
· Industrial transition – factories building tanks and planes had to switch back to more practical production 
· The GI Bill (1944) those who fought hardest for the victory should get restitution of some sort. A modest way for returning GI’s to receive an education or job in economy 
· Housing Credits – in order to get people out of their parent’s homes, the government stimulated the private sector. Began to provide loans to people to buy their own homes. 
· The baby boom – idea of settling down and enjoying family. Turn your back on the hell that was WWII and live a normal life. 
American Mood:
· Settle down – put war behind, get a home, get a job
· Return to normalcy – Good life / materialism, simple pleasures (enjoy family)
· Don’t play Santa Claus – No more war / higher ideals. 
Outlines of a dream:
1. Aspiration to own a house
a. Bungalow – single story ranch style home, america’s answer to the need for affordable housing
b. Ownership
c. Car and farmland 
2. Being at home
a. Retreat from city congestion, crime, and the “other”
b. Shelter from state, in-laws, and neighbours
c. Security from external pressures
3. Being an Ozzie and Harriet Family
a. Nuclear Family Structure – family its own unit 
b. Clear social roles
i. Husband as breadwinner
ii. Wife as homemaker 
iii. Children-obedient to authority
c. Harmony and Unity 
d. Patriarchy 
· The idea of the common American suburb family is often shown in a biased way through TV shows and other media. What isn’t shown is the troubles of post war stress, spousal abuse, incest, and alcoholism. 
The culture of consumption:
· Americans had a lot of junk left over from the war, wanted to encourage society to buy in mass
· National inclination to the idea of cultural consumption
a. Postwar gadget economy
b. Marketing: Door-to-door sales 
c. Technology and progress
d. Tupperware as an icon 
The suburban neighbourhood:
a. In Nature
· Quiet / Peaceful
· Front lawn
b. Sense of community
· Racism
· Class Segregation – society organized by how much we want to spend on homes
Levittown:
· Levittown was the model for a new way of life 
· No housing construction for 20 years
· Pent up demand of a generation exploded
· People sought to settle down, the solution was pioneered in New York and named Levittown 
Documentary Excerpt: Wonderland Questions
· Levitt pioneered many techniques that are copied today…
· Structurally identical homes from scratch


Summary:
· American version is the main formula that people seek to be happy
· Originating with Levittown suburb
· Today, consumer way of life is the basic way of which they measure happiness
· Although in the future this must be redefined with environmental issues etc. 

 









