Definition of Social Policy

Richard Titmuss - Model of Social Policy

· “Choices between conflicting political objectives and how they are formulated” (Graham et.al; 2012:5)
· Social policy can be understood in terms of:
1. The Residual Welfare Model: the private market and the family are responsible for meeting an individual’s need. Favoured by neo-conservatives and liberal ideologies.
· Any political party that focuses on the private market. The family is seen as a contributing part of society- responsibility to get a job, pay taxes etc.
2. The Industrial Achievement-Performance Model: social needs should be met on the basis of merit, work performance and productivity. Favoured by positivist, economics.
· Social policy, in this model, is a reward system based on your work performance. For example, the more money you make, the more EI you would get if you were to lose your job.
· Based on your performance
3. The Industrial Redistributive Model: social welfare should be a major integrated institution in society, based on the principal of need.
· Social policy must be there for whoever needs it.

Martin Rein: Value-Driven Policy

· “Social Policy is concerned with choices among competing values”
· Public policies are social statements reflecting the values and ideology of the political party or parties sponsoring them.

· Three Attributes:

1. Public policies are legitimate: those who oppose it must accept it as law, even if they are working to change it. Ex: Gun laws in USA
2. Public policies are universal: apply to everyone.
3. Public policies can be enforced because government control coercion in society (police, government investigation: tax fraud)
4. Public policies provide boundaries and control to regulate citizen behaviour directly or indirectly.
· Based on conflict theory, a way of controlling the citizen’s behaviours. 

Incrementalism: world is just too complex and organic to allow or comprehensive policy and planning. Believe that the government doesn’t need to come up with new policies for new issues. They already exist; we just need to add to these policies.
· Too many variables about society and people
· Policy makers allow their own values to influence the design of social policies
· Has no major framework for policy analysis
· Functionalist perspective
· Value stability and continuity
· How about increase in poverty, and universal problem of racism and sexism?
· Functionalism: what works for society, works. There is no need to change things is it works.
· Problem when it comes to poverty, racism, sexism etc is by only changing little things to “uphold status quo”, it is not a structural change to improve these issues.

Social Action Model: define social policy as the policy of government with regards to action having a direct impact on the welfare of the citizens by providing them with a service or income (i.e. social insurance, public assistance, the health and welfare services and housing policy)
· Citizen must cultivate a sense of the right to the following:
1. Civil rights: individual liberty and equality before law
2. Political right: right to vote
3. Social rights: equal access and opportunities to all social institutions
· When you give the citizen all the social policies, they become better and more contributing citizens in society.

Ideological Underpinnings: Setting our Field of Vision

Ideology: Definition
· Ideology refers to a shared way of thinking based on a set of ideas that reflects the values, beliefs, attitude, and experience of a particular person or group.
· It provides a way of interpreting problems and designing appropriate solutions.
· Ideologies are the substantive families of ideas, that inhabit a political culture.

Features of an Ideology:
· Systematic: ideological beliefs are motivated by larger, general positions, and are mostly consistent in their application to very different topics.
· Programmatic: ideological beliefs point towards the way the world ought to be; and thus ideological beliefs motivate action.
· Perspective: ideological beliefs are based on a common definite notion of what the world is and how it works; it uses unique concepts to explain the world of experience. (ideas of how to create their ideal world)

Ideology is:
· Largely shaped by its situation and context, ie:
· General social and historical context – ideologies are products of broad changes in the nature and composition of society
· Spatial context – ideologies and political cultures develop in specific places, where local history favours certain ideologies
· Temporal context – meanings and interpretations change over time
· Provide common assumptions, values, and vocabulary to help individuals respond to diverse events in a consistent way.

Ideology will inform how government works:
· Political leaders make decisions that are guided by ideology, which provides them with a coherent system to interpret and understand political realities.
