Consciousness

Meaning
· Awake 
Asleep
· Conscious of something
Awareness of an oncoming car
We are aware of much less than we think
· Conscious of self
[bookmark: _GoBack]Descartes “I think therefore I am”
Automatization
· As we get better at things, they become easier to do, and faster, and we think about other things while we do them
Example: Driving
· Babies are more conscious than we are, because they are habituated to nothing 
Consciousness is not the Main Event
· Artificial intelligence has the potential to do all kinds of stuff without consciousness
· Don’t know enough about it to know
Intuition
· When we perceive or decide or believe something without having a notion of how the idea came about
· Can be caused by automatization
· Have genetic and learned intuitions 
· We cannot tell the difference 
Qualia
· The experience of consciousness 
· What the colour red looks like, or what pain feels like
· There is a debate in philosophy regarding whether qualia are reducible to physical processes and states
Weird Consciousness Disorders
· Blindsight
· Hemisphere neglect
· Cut corpus callosum 
· Thought alientation
Zombies
· Has no conscious experience
Behavioural Zombie: behaves just like a human
Neurological Zombie: a behavioural zombie, the brain sates of which are indistinguishable from a human
· If zombies exist, dualism is correct
· Dudalism is the belief that there is some kind of mental substance that is not physical


