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Why Psychology?

Why are you interested in  studying psychology?

Take 30 seconds to think about it  and write it down

Share with your neighbor

Why Psychology ??

Introduction to various subjects within the discipline

Research methods

Biological roots of behavior

Sensation and Perception

Learning & Memory

Language and Thought

Challenge your preconceived notions about psychology

Become a more critical thinker

Goals of this course

Become familiar with the broad range of topics that make up the discipline of psychology. 

Become familiar with the methods of investigation used in psychology

Develop an understanding of the vocabulary and concepts of psychology 

Develop the ability to relate the findings of psychological research to your life and to important issues in our society and the world at large.

Your Resources

Evaluation Plan

Bonus

Opportunity

Research Participation

This is an OPTIONAL grade raising assignment.  You are NOT REQUIRED to participate.  

All students in Psychology 1001 & 1002 have this opportunity 

Research conducted by members of the Department. 

Research Participation

Credits are assigned using an “incremental” credit system – meaning that the amount of credit earned is proportional to the amount of time participating in research – up to a maximum of four percentage points. 

(up to) 30 min experiment

= 0.5%

30-60 min experiment

= 1.0%

60-90 min experiment

= 1.5% ... etc.

NOTE:  some research is conducted through the use of online questionnaires (instead of having to show up in person), the credits for this type of participation are weighted differently – with 0.5 marks being awarded for each 60 minutes of participation time.

Research Participation

Research in which you may participate as a subject can be viewed on an online bulletin board (called the SONA System) 


 http://carleton.sona-systems.com. 

A login page will appear that asks for your username and password.  This system is not the same as your Connect account, so while your username will be the same, your password will be a random series of digits.  Your SONA login information will be e-mailed to your Connect e-mail account shortly after the start of the semester. 

Further info: 

Look at the General Syllabus on WebCT 

for detailed instructions 

Written Assignment

This is an OPTIONAL grade raising assignment alternative to research participation.  

Write a synopsis 

summary of a research report published in a journal.  

Each synopsis is worth 2 credits.  

Length between 250 and 500 words.  

Articles to be read are assigned individually by instructor. 

Credit is given only for acceptable synopses and will be acknowledged in the WebCT Gradebook. 

Synopses are due on Nov 31st, 2011

You need to inform me by Oct 12, 2011 about your intention to write a synopsis

Classroom Expectations

Avoid being disruptive or disrespectful to your classmates.

On time… stay until class is over. 

Refrain from talking in class.

Turn off cell phones.

Use computers in class for only  class-related activities.

Any additions to the list??

Student Academic  Support

Student Academic Success Centre (SASC): 

centralized academic advising office. 

meet academic advisor to discuss your educational plans. 

choose or change degree programs, Majors, Minors and areas of Specialization or Concentration; 

http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/

Learning Support Services (LSS):

provide study skills and learning strategies support programs that enhance students’ 

http://www2.carleton.ca/sasc/learning-support-services/

Peer Assisted Study  Sessions PASS

Danielle David

Academic Accommodations

http://carleton.ca/equity/accommodation

For Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities 

You need to register with the Paul Menton Centre to use their services!

http://www2.carleton.ca/pmc/

For Religious Observance:  

make a formal, written request to their instructor 

requests should be made during the first two weeks of any given academic term

For Parental Leave:  

Contact instructor

Avoiding Academic  Offenses

Educate yourself about what  academic offenses are.

Cheating

Plagiarism

http://www2.carleton.ca/exams/rules- and-procedures/

Missed Exams

Absences from an examination: 

Midterms missed: 

If for extraordinary reasons you miss either of the mid-term exams, you must notify the instructor within 24 hours of the missed exam.  

Final Exam missed:

For a missed Final Exam, you must contact the Registrar’s Office within five days of the missed exam, not the instructor for the course.

Note that a make-up exam will be permitted only under conditions of documented illness, bereavement, religion or other extenuating circumstances.  If documentation is not provided, a grade of zero will be recorded for the missed exam. 

Some Advice…

Attend the Lectures!

Take sensible notes

Keep Up with the Readings – Try not to fall behind!

FOCUS ON: Terms in bold, Figures, Tables

Use the “Concept Check” sections in the text

Take the “Practice Test” at the end of the chapter

Use the text’s online activities to review

Ask questions in class 

Learning is easier when you are actively involved!

I like being asked questions!

Both the TA and I are always available to help!

Personal Application

p.34 in Textbook!

I will test you on this!

Study habits

Improving Reading

Lectures

Test-taking strategies

Topics & Testing

Chapters 1-3

Evolution of Psychology

Research Enterprise

Bio Bases

The Evolution of Psychology

Chapter Overview

What is psychology?

Where did psychology come  from historically?

How has the discipline  developed?

How is psychology scientific?

What is Psychology?

Psycho- : “mind”

-logos : “science”

The science of the mind

Psychology

