Exam review

Focus on- key thinkers and definitions that are in both lecture and textbook.
The main topics are in web notes, and they should be further researched in textbook
Know time periods. Not specific dates.
KNOW DEFINITION OF TERMS

Theoretical Approaches
· names of theoretical approaches and what they mean

Research Strategies
· Names and definitions
· What you need to do. Ex) if doing a historical analysis, what do you need to do?

The State
· Key events. Why did they come up.
· Definition of the different types of states. IN TEXTBOOK. Why are these different kind of states important? 	
· Ex) welfare, post-colonial, etc…

Democracy
· Definitions of the theoretical definitions of democracy.
· Real forms of democracy.

Authoritarian Rule
· Types. Ex) Personal despot, party, etc…
· Key features of each type. Ex) institutions. What differentiates the different types?
· Ex) Authoritarian rule in China is what kind of authoritarian rule. 
· Party, despot, etc…

Political Participation
· Definition
· How does state type affect political participation? In illiberal democracy, party state, etc…
· How do the states engage political participation

Electoral System
· Function of different systems
· Definition of different types. How the different types work?
· Ex) PR system
· Key examples of different systems
· France does it in X method
· US does electoral college
· Canada does X

Political Parties
· How does membership work?
· How do they finance themselves?
· Definition of different types of parties?
· Ex) Cadre, Niche, etc…
· Definition of different party systems
· Examples of each party system

Interest groups
· Definition of different types of major interest groups
· Why are they important
· Who do they engage
· Criticism
· Why do they exist
· Important- how do they influence politics

Constitutions
· Definition of why we have laws 
· Definition of different legal systems
· Purpose of a constitution
· Types of constitutions. How are the different types amended generally?
· 2 types. Not 4.
· What is the judiciary? Importance of it.
· Different types of courts. Top tier of courts, not bottom ones. Ex) what is the function of the Supreme Court?  Book discusses the top tier of courts.
· Approaches to law. 
· Ex) Indigenous law, Sharia law.










Part 1- Tutorials – 16% of exam mark

Larry Diamond- Why Are There No Arab Democracies

Third wave of democratization- the transition of what was traditionally Western democracy to the rest of the world, with the exception of the Arab world. Began in 1970’s. 

Common explanation of why arab states do not have democracy- blame mainly put on culture/religion. Some say it is economic. 

Muslim Gap- not because of religion.

Kedourie- it is because of Arab culture
Diamond’s critique- other previously authoritarian countries democratized

Jamar and Tessler’s findings- Arabs who support democracy and Arabs who support shirah rule have the same values.

Taxes are rare due to surplus of cash from oil. When citizens are not linked to the state through taxes, it is difficult for democracy to form (Huntington’s idea). 

Oil Curse - oil states are large (because of oil money) and centralized.  This causes corruption. 

Dutch Disease- reliance on oil prevents development of other industries.

Pillars of Arab authoritarianism. 
· Security forces keep authoritarianism in place
· The system of repression has the potential for long term survival.
· Development aid is equivalent to oil money
· Israel war and the support of other Arab states.

Esser, Vreese – Political Engagement of Young Voters in Murica n Europe
· Ethnocentric on the West because all studies were in the West
· Rates are dropping in both Europe and Murica.
· Voter turnout is affected by
· History- who is voting?
· Instututions- when voting happens. Media awareness of election.
· Individual- gender, education, income, religion, newspaper readers, internet readers, 



Robert Boatright – Interest group relation in Canada and United states
· Canadian and American interest groups only collaborate when there are networks in place to do so.
· Politicians (never interest groups) create these networks. Therefore, politicians control the communication between the interest groups.
· Only a study of atlantic Canada and new England America regions. Best example because of shared environment (great lakes).
· Communication is fragile.

Richard Heffernan - Comparing institutional imperatives, president vs. prime minister in Britain vs. US
· Prime minister in Britain
· Leader of his party
· Indirectly elected by the (directly) elected members of congress
· Constitutionally unlimited
· Accountable for legislature
· When the prime minister has the majority, he possesses greater power than a president.
· Prime ministers can call new elections
· System makes change easier
· MP’s are vessels of their party. They are not looked at individually. Members are collective and collegial.
· President in US
· Not the leader of his party
· Directly elected by the votes of the people. Cannot be discharged by parliament.
· Constitutionally limited
· Independent from legislature from legislature
· Constitution can shut down laws passed by legislature
· System makes change harder
· MP’s are more independent, and can act more individually. MP’s are personalized. 
· More power to command and elect executives.










Lectures + Textbook

Theoretical approaches

Institutional
· Formal Politics
· Important in liberal democracies. Transfers power from people to rules.
· At it’s core, this approach is based on constitutions.
· 3 other components
1. Non-constitutional government organizations. Ex) Local government
2. Political parties 
3. Concrete, physical thing. 
· Focus on roles themselves, not on individuals. Ex) Presidency not president
· An institution that provides benefits, opportunities, and social bonding shapes its members behavior.

· Logic of appropriateness- actions taken in order to conform to an institutions norms.
· Logic of consequence- actions taken to achieve a goal
· Institutionalization- the growth of an organizations value through it’s history and culture.
· Changes in institutions occur when problems arise.

Behavioral
· Psychology + Politics
· 1960’s
· Focused on individual decisions 
· Study of public opinion, public attitudes, and public choice
· Decolonization created this approach, because in newly decolonized states, there were no institutions set up, only individual action.
· What factors cause political actors to make the choices they do
· Change caused by changing cultural attitudes

Structural
· Sociology + Politics
· How social groups and social classes influence the state
· Focuses on how groups struggle, and what actions these struggles create
· Marxist- sole focus on social class
· Change occurs from one group gaining power/influence

Rational Choice
· Economics + Politics
· Creates models mass individual action
· Change occurs from the pursuit of individuals self-interest
· Analyzing how individuals act collectively to damage public goods. 

Interpretive
· Politics is the collective ideas of individuals
· Interpretations can be changed.
· Hegel

Research Strategies

Case Studies
· Gertz- case studies provide a “thick description” AKA very detailed analysis of one situation
· Ex) DeTouques case study of America
· 5 types of research methods
1. Scholarly literature
2. Secondary documents
3. Primary sources
4. Interviews
5. Field Work
· 5 types of case studies
1. Representative- general study. Ex) How Canadian courts work.
2. Prototypical- the topic of the study is the way of the future. Ex) Environmentalism in Finland.
3. Deviant- a study of an exception to a fact. Ex) Why is Houston so liberal, when the rest of Texas is so conservative?
4. Exemplary- a study of an event/thing that has created something. Ex) Margeret Thatcher rebirthing conservatism
5. Critical- if it works here, it will work anywhere. Ex) Creating a democracy in Iraq.

Comparative Study
· Broadens perspective, gets rid of ethnocentricism.
· Creates generalizations, which can be applied to all scneario’s

Qualitative Comparison
· Focus on the case as a whole
· Either comparing the most similar cases, or the most different cases

Quantitative Analysis
· Statistical comparison
· Focuses on the variables (independent and dependant) that create the whole, not the whole itself
· Spurious correlation- correlation occurs because of a third variable, not one of the ones analyzed

Historical Analysis
· Von Ranke- history is a strict interpretation of the facts
· 6 types:
1. Analytical narrative- analyzing actors and their interests
2. Path dependence- impact of past on present and future
3. Sequencing- how the events timing affected the situation
4. Critical Junctures- the big moments of history
5. Slow moving causes- how things slowly built up in history.


The State
· 3 conditions of a state
1. Population
2. Sovereignty
3. Territory

· The religious wars of the reformation, led by Martin Luther created the state. 
· Tilly- war making = state making. Needed the structure to recruit armies and collect taxes. 
· Westphallia- gave states control over religion. Gave king sovereignty.
· Bodin- sovereign absolute ruler appointed by god
· Hobbes- secular sovereignty 
· Locke- natural rights that government provides. 

 
· Settler states- population from Europe vs. non-settler states
· Decolonization occurred in 4 waves
1. South America- indigenous remain, Republic formed, not egalitarian
a. Caudillos- leaders of rural south america
2. Empires dissolved in Middle East/East Europe. Not stable. WW2 ish.
3. Post WW2 rush to decolonize. Everywhere.
4.  Communism collapses. Soviet satellite states formed.


· Keynesian Welfare states- post 1930’s. Increased social services and economic intervention. Counter cyclical policy.
· NeoLiberal states- post-1970’s. Reduced social services and economic intervention. Happened because of globalization (more economic competition)
· Thatcher/Reagan
· Terrorist attacks in 2000’s increased state power through state security and surveillance
· Sedition- to support rebellion against the state.
 

· Failed States- Lost their monopoly on the use of legitimate violence. Private actors control and compete for power
· Quasi States- soveriengty limited by external factors.
· Supranational State- European union
· Schengen Agreement- when the EU removed borders.

Democracy

Direct democracy
· Athens Ekklesia- citizens made descisions.
· Athens- trial by jury
· Polis- city communities

Deliberative Democracy
· Reasoned discussion of issues
· Habermas- democracy is a method of communication
· Private interest need to be removed. Collective interest paramount.
· Cohen- descisions are only legitimate if they are the object of a free and reasoned argument among equals
· Flaws- not realistic. More powerful get more influence.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Representative Democracy
· Realistic for large scale states
· Schumpeter- representative government is not democratic. It creates a competition among parties for votes. It creates a government.

Liberal vs. Illiberal
· Liberal Democracy- elected rulers, free elections, individual and minority rights, free speech and liberty, independent judiciary, constitutions.
· Illiberal Democracy- corrupt elections, single ruler, no rights, no free speech, judiciary is corrupt, no constitutional restraint.

Waves of democratization
· First wave- 1830-1930. Europe and North America.
· Second wave- Post Second World War. Political parties established. Decolonized democracies emerge.
· Third wave- post 1970’s. Government debt. People hold wealth. Free trade. Global democracy.

Authoritarianism
· 3 Characteristics- strong military, relationships and mercantilism give economic power to the regime, media control/propaganda. 

Totalitarianism
· Ex) Haiti’s Duvalier
· Personal despot runs country through fear. Different from authoritarianism where there is more of a powerful elite than a powerful individual.
· No ideology
· Popular during cold war in Central America.

Monarchy
· Ex) Saudia Arabia’s Ibn Saud dynasty
· Power given by god
· Noblesse oblige- monarchs treating their subjects well
· Marriages form alliances

Political Parties
· Ex) Russia’s communist party. China’s communist party
· Lenin- Vanguard party established because they knew what the proletariat wanted.
· Use ideological commitments to give authority to power
· Controls economics, politics, and society. Ex) USSR industrializing in 100 years. China becoming economic power.
· Features: nationalism, cynicism: citizens blindly trust party and are not politically active, political instability

Presidents
· Ex) Hugo Chavez and much of Latin America
· Autogoupe- coup launched by the elader to extend his control and power.

Military
· Ex) sub Saharan Africa. 
· Junta- non military coup

Religious Leaders
· Ex) Iran
· Can be mixed with other forms of government, like democracy or a personal despot
· Behind the times


Political Participation
· The ways in which people can influence the policies of their government

Liberal Democracy
· Aristotle- involvement is an citizens obligation, and part of personal development of the individual
· Conflict causes participation. Agreement causes apathy.
· Milbrath & Goel- participation typology
· Gladiators- 5%. Active in politics
· Spectators- 60%. Aware of politics, but not active participants.
· Apathetics- 1/3no interest in formal politics
· Resources and Political Interest are the factors that influence participation

Illiberal Democracy
· Voluntary and limited. Potential consequences.
· Limits decided by state. Actions monitored by state.
· Leader suppresses protest and rebellion

Authoritarian
· Completely controlled
· Patron-Client networks
· Regimented Participation
· Mass participation of low quality. Ex) China’s cultural revoulution

Social Movements
· Seek to influence political agenda. Informal.
· Issue based
· Loose organization with core membership
· Their appeal is providing a moral high ground
· Change occurs when the shift in culture passes on to the legislature

Elections and Voting
· Defining institution of modern democracy
· Illiberal democracies have elections in order to seem liberal. Ex) sadam Hussein.

Electoral System Components
· Ballot structure- who is on the ballot. Open vs. Secret.
· Electoral formula- votes -> seats
· Districting

Plurality
· One winner with the most votes.
· Vote for an individual who represents a party
· Duverger’s law- Plurality will turn into a two party system
· Flaws: tactical voting, gerrymandering (rearranging districts), regional parties prevent majorities. 
· Many states are moving away from plurality

Majority
· Run offs- playoffs in elections. 
· Preferential system- rank preference of candidates

PR- Proportional Representation
· Direct translation of votes into seats.
· Governments have multiple parties which form coalitions
· Systems vary in their ballot structure, but the goal of PR remains the same.
· List  system- vote for party. Predetermined ranking of who gets seats.
· Closed party list- vote for party, party chooses who gets seats.
· Preference list- vote for specific candidates.
· District magnitude- number of seats per district
· Smalled districts promote large party dominance, wheras if there is one national district, smaller parties tend too hold more seats.

MMP- mixed systems
· Vote for a local candidate, and a national one.
· Direct national vote: Majority run off for presidential candidate.
· Indirect national vote: vote for party, who has prime minister.

Referendums n stuff
· Referendum- government initiated
· Initiative- citizens initiate. Gives direction to politicians.
· Recall- citizen initiated recall of a politican


Political Parties
· Some countries ban independents or certain parties from being elected.
· Micheal- iron law of oligarchy= a ruling elite forms in all institutions. Ex) party, social group, university.

Financing
· Public funding lessens corruption
· Hard money- cash raised through donations. Limited.
· Soft money- unofficial money and services given to party. Ex) super pacs, volunteering.

Party Types
· Cadre/Caucus- formed inside legislature
· Mass- formed outside legislature
· Broker/Catch all- supports everybody. Ex) coalition
· Extreme ideologically, narrow support

Party Systems
· One party system- the party is the state. Ex) China.
· One party dominant- one party rules but is not the state. They are just usually elected. Ex) India.
· Two party system- US
· Two party plus system- Canada
· Multi-party system- lots of parties. Ex) Isreal.

Interest Groups
· Issue based. Want to influence government policy.

Types
· Protective groups- narrow membership, with high member support
· Promotional groups- broad membership, with low member support
· Peak organization- union of an industry. Usually business or workers organization.
· When the government works with capital and unions, it can provide stability in the business world.

Influence
· Directly associate with policy makers
· Indirectly influence political parties
· Indirectly influence the public
· Lobbyists- narrowly powerful
· Political culture determines influence
· In North America, we ignore unions and listen to business
· Elites are favoured in the west

Constitutions and Law
· Aristotle- codifying institutions

Types of Law
· Common Law- decisions should be based on previous decisions
· Civil Law- decisions made on principles of law

Constitutions
· Limit’s the power the state has over it’s citizens
· Shows where power should be distributed.
· Either codified- one constitution written down. Amending formula.
· Uncodified-  mix of many documents and laws, and based on cultural history. Change is flexible and happens over time.
· ECJ- EU’s supranational court. Overrides national laws.
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