		 DATE \@ "dddd, MMMM d, y" Sunday, December 8, 2013
PHIL 1000A Iris Summary
Iris Discussion
· Illustrates Iris Murdoch’s philosophy
· Very sad movie
· Lots of love in the movie
· Have to be from a certain kind of interiority
· Young Iris has an interiority that she doesn’t let anyone see, except for John
· Eventually, she becomes entirely inward with her dementia; no access that anyone has to her
· Young Iris in 1930s-1950s; not common for her to be promiscuous, bisexual; would be  shocking for the time
· Promiscuity vs. true love; is her behaviour consistent? how do we know that it’s John whom she really loves?
· Only gets emotionally attached to John; while she has her moustachioed lovers, she behaves like the modern man of moral psychology; saying that people don’t go around forming mutually beneficial attachments for shallow reasons; she lived like the modern man for a while so she understood that lifestyle
· Found a guy she wanted to let in; humour plays big role in film; lets someone in on her jokes; is that a profound expression of love?
· Shared common language; humour is like private language; see real tragedy of the story when the language breaks down; words and concepts are her life and she loses her ability to speak and communicate with words; John says she would have laughed at the jokes
· Happy to be living in the purely internal world; something about privacy that is very important; physical sense
· Go to work and make small talk; folding jeans and just saying “FUUUCK;” “it’s snowing today;” we ALL know it’s snowing today; we got here somehow
· Small talk is wearing; shallow; introverts get their energy from being alone; being around people can be exhausting; need to sit in the woods and get energy again
· Iris was an introverted person; that’s how she gained energy; even though she had moustachioed lovers; had connection with something which is divine but not yet God
· Virtually the same as her book but in a narrative form
· Not even for John even when he’s an old man; yelling at Iris in bed; got frustrated, but there’s another element as well; didn’t really understand what was going on in her head
· She was an enigma when she was fully lucid; now she’s totally sealed off; John might not be at the point where he wants the sex, but he’s still jealous in a way
· You can’t ever really possess a person; if you do, they’re not really the person you fell in love with
· She recognized him as the person who knew her the best; he can’t really understand her anymore; lost that connection with her; John doesn’t really know her anymore
· If love is tied to knowledge, John doesn’t really love her anymore
· She’s the alpha in the relationship; wonder is she giving that back; film doesn’t really indicate that she is
· Love is an infinite task; can be rendered almost impossible; but can be done; how do you care for someone with Alzheimers?
· She talks about love in very solitary ways
· When he yells at her in bed, Iris tries to soothe him; rub noses when they drink in John’s apartment; they share touch as a level of communication; their communication is reduced back to touch in the very end
· It is good to love and orient oneself towards goodness and appreciate beauty; fair question: how does any of this help us to become better people? how do we solve practical questions
· The more we train our attention on good things, the better prepared we are to make good decisions
· The lover of art might have a leg up on the person who watches hard core porn all day
· What is a good life? Iris: able to create, love, communicate; when we talk about her living a good life, it raises the question: which Iris are we talking about? is old Iris and young Iris the same person? we have metaphysical reason to say they are not
· Older Iris has more experiences; memories of being younger Iris; there is a connection; Iris with mental decline has lost most of her means of communication
· Iris in care home seems to be very happy; dancing; looking at light; Iris with mental faculties would have looked at that life with horror; would have been terrified of declining in that way
· Which life is good? Are they both good? Which one takes precedence?
· She fixes herself on things that are good, but lost her ability to fix herself on the good; proves to be problematic
· Sartre: in there for eternity trying to find a way to recognize their opinions as being legitimate, even though they could leave at any time
· Iris could have escaped the hellish existence of living with others; but did so in a way that was counter-intuitive; wandering down halls; in mental decline
· For a being who is unable to think, why is the lack of ability to think a bad thing?
· Which Iris is important when we consider the good life? Do we have to evaluate the goodness of Iris being cut off from the rest of her mental faculties?
· She doesn’t stop thinking; just because she can’t communicate doesn’t mean that she’s not thinking
· She’s still capable of loving; upset when Janet died
· Some people are quite happy when the mental faculties break down; others are quite terrified
· Example: guy with Alzheimer’s was a doo wop singer; goes to sing doo wop; was an expert; forgets who his wife is; goes to bed with another woman
· It’s a disease with a million faces; we have this idea that when we decline cognitively, in some way, whatever happiness we acquire is false in some way; it’s somehow undignified
· Example: when I’m young and in full power of my mental capabilities, I say that I don’t want any heroic measures to save me should I decline in that way; don’t want to be in an undignified way; what if I do decline in that way and I’m happy? I’m whistling; dancing in hallways; singing my songs; sleeping with whoever I want; should you hour my original wishes?
· Which is the real me? Which should take precedence? Should you take the one who has the mental faculties and the ability to reason? Does that mean the happiness you have now does not count? Why should that guy take precedence over this one?
· People change; people say they want something at one point, but then they may not want that at another point; do we have to honour that? who are we letting be? 
· When you have your mental faculties, you are in possession of a self that is defined by logic and reason; it’s not necessarily the same self; do we treat them like two different people?
· For Iris, her preference would be leave me alone; let me do what I’m doing
· A guy who walks around saying “EVERYTHING IS NUMBERS AND RATIOS;” kind of a paranoid attitude; ends up being able to see things not as numbers; radical shift in consciousness
· When the bird arrives on the scene, it’s just the bird; that would be the loving way to look at it; not really looking at it and trying to find alternative interpretations
· Is the person who is seeing the world as numbers, for example, more in touch with evil than the person who’s just letting things go on as they are?
· If you’re happy and life’s good, should you just let it be?
· We make the assumption that someone’s in pain and can’t make their own decisions; we’re in pain all the time; even somewhat depressed; yet we still consider ourselves capable of making decisions
· Example: woman giving birth; woman could say they want a natural birth; woman sees that it’s really painful and wants the drugs; say “oh fuck my cervix hurts;” if you say that pain disqualifies them from making decisions, you wouldn’t give them the drugs; yet we give the woman the drugs
· What measures a life worth living? very controversial and political; no philosophical definition of health; WHO definition: “absence of disease;” thank you very much
· Expand it to include happiness, general well-being; people with Down syndrome generally feel healthy and happy; most of us would not want to change places with them; many people with Down syndrome live fulfilling lives; how can we use that with our definition of what a good life is?
· If we lived in our heads and oriented ourselves toward the good, would that make it a little bit easier? If we let our past just be, is it better than living for the moment in our past?
· Is it reasonable to expect someone to just get over our past? What about people who are stuck in a traumatic state of mind? always being present in a sense of danger; is the person presented by Murdoch someone who has never been in a traumatic situation before?
· Her philosophy is very nice, but most of us have deep psychological scars; majority of people in the world don’t live like that; how can you tell someone to just orient yourself towards the good and forget about their past? some people have to worry for their physical safety all the time
· People with dementia don’t see themselves as having lost dignity; it’s us who’s bothered by it; going to a nursing home is not nice; but we’re the ones who see it as such
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