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PHIL 1000A
On Evil: Terry Eagleton
· walking in the hallway and desire a sandwich: want to crush it into nothingness (according to Freud)
· libido itself is nothing; pure striving; basically desires itself; striving for fullness which reaches nothingness
· every human being is bothered by its existence; life is a kind of secondary effect of death
· every human being is innately capable of this metaphysical position
· Eagleton can draw upon English literature; witches undo the protagonist in a roundabout way
· death drive: antiheroism; love characters who love destroying things; example: real hero of The Dark Night is (arguably) the Joker because he’s the one you pay to see
· people with highly developed superegos: feel bad about their thoughts; even if you think bad thoughts, you’ve sinned
· Prof. McLennan felt guilt over entertaining the idea of making out with his friend’s ex-girlfriend
· permanent risk of the death drive getting stuck in a vicious circle involving the superego
· example: wishing that the bus turned over and blew up; you feel terrible about wishing for that; really feeling bad about your innate desire to nothingness; if you truly desire nothingness and you think something bad, your guilt attacks you; when your guilt attacks you, it strokes the part of yourself that desires nothingness; take pleasure in guilt
· guilty pleasure: Prof. McLennan: closing all the doors and listening to Wrecking Ball with a bottle of bourbon
· pre-disposed to becoming addicts; could be chips or online gambling; get some sort of pleasure from doing the same thing that’s bad for you
· various addictions: has to be understood; physiological mechanisms (become very nervous) psychological mechanisms (reward centre of the brain)
· environment is part of the addiction; if I had a drinking problem and all my friends had drinking problems; would not be good for the drinking problem if you just naturally go for a beer
· if a person is addicted to something, the addiction is all that is left of them; people basically become their addiction
· with a certain amount of money, being an addict is a perfect form of life; as long as you can figure out “How can I get more alcohol/crack/weed?” you’re set; life only depends on one thing
· non-addict: life can be very complicated and filled with pressures from various other people; life of an addict is simplified; not a nice life, but pared down to almost nothing
· how do you kick an addiction if it’s just transgression and guilt? can’t unplug yourself from the need to repeat; Russell Brand 
· death drive: compulsion to repeat; maybe deep down, we want to return to infantile state
· Zizek: The Pervert’s Guide to Cinema; here’s the unconscious meaning; if there was a superego of our society, it would be a superego that would make you feel guilty for not enjoying yourself
· spa ad: “you go and enjoy yourself, you fucker”
· can never properly enjoy yourself; the bar is consistently set too high
· Prof. McLennan: doesn’t believe in positive thinking
· are you transgressing if you enjoy yourself? or are you transgressing if you don’t? both; both are contrary messages we’re given; should treat yourself, but if you enjoy yourself too much, you’re not treating yourself right
· ways to get around it: Diet Coke? chocolate laxatives?
· homework: watch Space Balls
· Prof. McLennan thinks we’re doomed; adopts the point of view of the guy at the end of our civilization; if we think something won’t happen and then it does, it’s extra-good
· if you have positive thinking, it’s all on you; society is structured in a certain way to give advantages to certain individuals; what about the ones who do not have the same advantages?
· “let’s use up all the oil because Jesus is coming soon;” incredibly optimistic way of thinking; maybe we could do with a dose of negativity so we don’t destroy ourselves
· global warming; could be part of a climate cycle; do you want to take the positive side or the negative side? do you want to take the side of doing something now, just in case? what if we take the negative perspective just to avoid destroying ourselves?
· if we’re all ignorant together, we could end up looking like Germany in the 1930s; Prof. McLennan would like to be the pessimist as opposed to the marijuana guy
· can’t avoid the act of putting yourself in someone else’s shoes; is putting yourself in someone’s shoes positive?
· WWII: Treaty of Versailles arguably the cause of WWII; American diplomat: if we do this, Germany will get back at us; everyone else: destroy Germany
· if you think positively, we can treat cancer: not quite true; would rather look at things that treat cancer and the environment we’re in as opposed to just saying it’s because of the way we think
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