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PHIL 1000A
On Evil: Terry Eagleton
· condensed version of the first chapter; not all those expressions need to be addressed at length
· recall the structure of the book; not a professional philosopher; using expressions of evil to illustrate what evil is; detect it in places where you wouldn’t think it was
· how many people can be evil if it is as complex as it is
· evil person: wished the world did not exist at all; which means almost no one is evil
· Eagleton has to argue that evil is common in a sense; all tend towards evil; can talk about evil as a type; can speak of it metaphorically
· how do you square the existence of evil with the greater good; if there’s an all-powerful benevolent being, why would you allow little kids to be born with AIDS?
· creates a huge problem; if you say that the world can be better, but say that people are innately bad, how do you solve that?
· have to be able to call a guy like Russell Williams evil, but in the strict definition of chapter one, cannot do so
· saying something is “very bad” seems to be inadequate in comparison to their action (torturing and killing a toddler)
· don’t want to imagine that someone like us could do these actions; use the word “evil” to make the separation
· self cannot be the things that make up the self because they are other things; when you strip them away, you have nothing; if you are holding onto nothing, you would be reflecting the definition of evil in some literary sense
· he wants himself to exist; philosophically, “himself” is nothing; does not literally want nothing to exist; can you desire something that you are not aware of desiring?
· Eagleton will use Freud; evil can be unconsciously expressed
· Eagleton makes passing shot at McGinn; even if you reject the Freudian concepts, still have to explain why we act apart from our best interests
· example: Prof. McLennan decides to study moss for ten years; hates moss; decides to finish the doctorate on moss; decides to waste more of his time with crappy moss; why waste more time when you can quit and do something you enjoy? especially if you won’t get any adequate return for finishing
· primary psychic process (id); all born with the id; as we develop, this process is hammered in (culturally) in the form of the ego and the superego
· boy genitally falls in love with his mother; Oedipus complex arises; little boy wants his mother; thinks of his father as a rival; says this is normal and will get over it
· castration complex: boy will play with himself; will see either his mother naked or a little girl; see they do not have penises; realizes that having a penis is not a given; sees this as punishment for playing with himself
· father seen as the law figure with a monopoly over the mother; thinks that if he tries to sexually conquer his mother, his father will castrate him
· superego: whole job is to punish you and make you feel bad; strike kind of balance
· ego: very fragile thing; the self in the cartesian sense; what you understand when you say “myself;” we are an arational war in our minds
· Freud and little girls: given that there is one complex, there is one sexuality; says that little girls want to just hump things; the little girl is really a little boy up to a certain age
· develops the Oedipus complex as she still has the same sexuality as the boy at this point; desires her mother
· comes to resent the mother as she sees the mother as being castrated; switches allegiance to the father
· Freud claims that women do not develop into full moral persons; boils girls down to boys; cannot see girls as separate from boys
· same sex couples: either this doesn’t work or one of the parents would have to play the role that is opposite to their stereotypical gender role
· Freud got this research through working with neurotic patients; reads Greek tragedies; Freud not really a scientist; questionable but wonderful; does it pass the test of rigour?
· Freud disappointingly boring; smoked cigars; but that’s all we got; disconnect between the guy and the theory
· If we truly are these monsters, there are things that will never happen in the halls of Carleton university; if you write a play or a novel, you must be sexually bothered in some way
· don’t have to buy everything he says in order to make some sense of what he is saying or use his concepts; what does desire desire? more everything?
· there is no limit to more as more, by definition, is more
· example: Prof. McLennan’s son: “I will scream into your soul if you do not give me all the milk in the universe;” “I will burn you with the heat of a thousand suns because you are not my mother”
· desire itself is striving; it is a kind of nothingness; might say that desiring desire desires; has received a finite amount of something
· desire will reject a finite amount of anything as it goes against the nature of desire; desire is about the desire itself
· can make distinction between primary psychic process and death drive; what if there was a desire for our own death? if I have a desire to die, what can I explain? 
· could go back to evil in that you do not want to exist anymore; why would desire want to cease to exist? to desire infinity, you desire nothingness; to cease existence would achieve that as you have nothingness
· Nirvana principle
· does the bird want the vague sense impression to stop? the bird would not want the gentle breeze to occur either; environment is throwing off its equilibrium; how does it escape that?
· it dies? the ball develops legs, a flamethrower, a beard, a shell; the bird develops extra beaks
· life is hiding death within it; life is just a way of dying; desire as life is a complicated way of dying
· all the things we want in life is a meandering path towards dying; being defeated: actually killing yourself or just giving up
· if you win, you’re also defeated; if someone is successful in life, they’re just doing a much better job of dying than you
· would say the good is just death; would say Murdoch’s book on good is wishing for death
· Freud never says to embrace the death drive; says to pay your taxes and not play with yourself in church
· claim: true hero of Macbeth is the witches; Macbeth out on the moor and the witches tell him some dark shit; talk in riddles and double speak; Macbeth about a guy with political ambition; leads to downfall; witches represent primary process
· witches tend to maximum disorder; live on the outskirts of society; what would they talk about all day?
· censor ourselves both consciously and in the dream world; witches are kind of the antiheroes of the playing
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