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Recap:

*no questions on Russell for the exam; exclusively on Murdoch and Eagleton

*will reflect on movie at the end of the course; not just giving up

*Murdoch: the moral life is more complicated than this picture of the soul; we have to think about the moral problem of bettering ourselves

Lecture Notes:

*loving and appreciating are very similar kinds of things; Murdoch is an artist and a novelist; very important to her; literature is the most important thing; not saying that philosophy and science are not important; just saying that literature is more important

*can think of gray art as being shitty; can think of art lovers as being shitty people; Murdoch not making so strong a claim

*can’t do pure science without moral reflection; Murdoch saying we should study philosophy and morality above science?

*Freud and Marx come into the picture: how does this bear on our discussion? according to Murdoch, contemporary moral philosophy does not take these philosophers into account; they have something to add to the discussion

*if you wanted a chair, you would have a guy make the entire chair; represented Plato’s system of production

*modern moral man: reflects something about system about production; he is an individual as opposed to an individualist

*in order for things to continue, you need to reproduce production; in order to get mode of production to continue you need to reproduce production

*if we had an economic system and we ran out of things, we would starve to death; need to reproduce the people; also have to reproduce the kind of people who will work

*capitalism: a small percentage of the population are able to hire wage labourers whose labours they sell and earn profit from them; deeply individualistic philosophy; if you’re poor, it’s your fault

*in principle, everyone is free to become a small business owner; in order to sell this idea, need to produce individualist; kind of pro-capitalism propaganda; get what you deserve based on how you work

*not really how it works because people are constrained by the society in which they live

*why are some people differently represented?

*Marxist analysis: nobody starts at the same starting point; some start with silver spoons in their mouths, others do not

*state is the boss; not the same as communism; perhaps communism can’t be applied; doesn’t say much about the ideal situation

*resources of Marx: if we have a sense of beliefs, then this could reflect the economic system we have at the time

*in some way, modern moral psychology represents the economic system at the time; modern moral man alienated from the world; open to critical questioning

*alienation: from young Marx; human beings are born and face the world as being other from ourselves; initial condition overcome by investing labour; alienating mode of production

*thinks of the world as being radically other from themselves

*example: Prof. McLennan paid for his undergrad by broiling meat all day; doesn’t eat meat; where were the fruits of his labour?

*money sort of an abstract value; don’t see the fruits of your labour anymore; could in theory do whatever you want with your money (invest in peanut ventures, buy a clusterfuck of Snuggies)

*not being on the streets is pretty abstract; boiling down to this strange concept of money; product I laboured on is gone; now in other people’s bodies

*options are more useful than broiled meat

*working in tandem; ‘I’ll broil the meat while you take the orders”

*example: Prof. McLennan takes us on a field trip to the North Pole; we all twist are ankles but him; he has to drag us back; only brought one pizza to eat; in egalitarian society, would all get equal piece even though Prof. McLennan needs more; I get more but we’re all equal

*trying doesn’t really matter; don’t want the person who tried the hardest in med school operating on my brain (here’s hoping Dr. Sanjay Gupta actually knows his shit)

*gap between the idea and the execution; example: Prof. McLennan may know how to grow tomatoes on his tomato farm, but that doesn’t mean that he knows how to produce the best tomatoes

*alienated society produces alienated individuals; to say this is human psychology is a false claim; only describes particular individuals in a particular time

*this is the kind of individual that is produced by society; doing a kind of geneological critique; based on capitalism; capitalism is not nature; there are other modes of production; thinks that people are naturally self-interested; this is what complicates moral psychology

*Murdoch not a utopian; believes people are naturally self-interested

*claim is that we can rise above our natures and be better people; this is where she starts talking about Freud

*describes original sin in purely scientific terms; Freud: humans are born awful; gives us basic picture of human psychology

*all human beings are blind and striving to overcome obstacles; primary process: insane sexuality; secondary process: cultured version of self; puts a spin on the primary process

*basic level: all human beings are blind, striving to suppress all desires; like having a baby; babies are pleasant unless they have not eaten; or else they will try to kill you; Prof. McLennan’s son’s first words: “fuck you;” he was cold

*you: “I had a dream about ice cream;” Freud: it was really about dicks

*Freud: secondary process will try to spin the imagery; example: dream about killing your coworker is the censored version; if this is the censored version, then what was I really thinking?

*Freud: often take yourself and project it on different people in dreams; no such thing as unconscious no; any vigorous denial is where the truth lies: example: we say “I don’t have a homosexual attraction to my mother:” Freud: mm-mm

*we are all monsters; all about how good a job we do at being less monsterous; Freud: everyone wants to have sex with everyone in the whole world and eat it and kill it

*Freud lived a very boring life; very conservative; originally bad in a manner of speaking, but that doesn’t mean that we can’t be good; very much what Murdoch is saying

*love: training attention on what is valuable; this is how we rise above our human nature

*definition of prayer: kind of prayer as asking God for favours; not what Murdoch is talking about: attention to God as a form of love; being devoted to God in a very direct way; example of attention that gives back; how we cultivate our ability to be good people

*can’t ignore Freud

*Murdoch not saying that we should all become religious; any notion of moral value ultimately needs to have these kinds of qualities; God is a good image of what we should have in our morality

*example: two people; one is training attention on human body as work of beauty; one is training attention on human body in degrading way; both do outwardly good deeds; only one is better trained to appreciate the human body; do you become worse if you consume pornography?

