1.

Problem:

Mr. Wright is unsure of which of Dr. Walla’s recommendations to carry out in order to treat his Stage 2 Hypertension (HTN).

Possible Alternatives:

1) Immediate elimination of salt from his diet, and daily walks. 
2) Pharmacotherapy with beta-blockers. 
3) Do Nothing

Possible Outcomes for Each Alternative:

1. a) No HTN Problem
b) Continuing HTN Problems

2. a) No HTN Problem
b) Continuing HTN Problems

3. a) No HTN Problem
b) Continuing HTN Problems

Payoff Table

	Alternatives
	No HTN Problem
	Continuing HTN Problems

	Eliminate Salt / Daily Walks
	+7
	- 9 

	Beta – Blockers
	+8
	- 15

	Do Nothing
	+ 10 
	- 12



Therefore, we would use the Maximin criterion because Mr. Wright is a pessimist. We would therefore only concentrate on the worst outcome of each alternative and then choose the one which presents the least amount of risk to Mr. Wright. The rationale for this criterion is that it provides the best possible protection against being unlucky, effectively demonstrating Mr. Wright’s conservative nature. 

	Alternatives 
	No HTN Problem
	Continuing HTN Problem
	Minimum in Row 

	Eliminate Salt/Walks 
	+7
	-9
	-9            Maximin

	Beta – Blockers
	+8
	-15
	-15

	Do Nothing 
	+10
	-12
	-12


[bookmark: _GoBack]Since (-9) is the Maximin number for the three alternatives (Eliminate Salt / Walks, Beta – Blockers, Do Nothing), we can conclude that Mr. Wright should choose to Eliminate salt from his diet and participate in daily walks. This would be the most reasonable solution for Mr. Wright considering he is a pessimist and this alternative provides the least amount of risk. Although it does not provide the greatest payoff, the fact that it presents the least amount of risk between the three alternatives is of greater importance to Mr. Wright. 
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