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The Minoans

Chronology
Greece: 3000 – 146 BCE
Rome: 753 BCE – 476 CE

BRONZE AGE
Why? ~3500 CE, smelting was discovered – melting metal in furnace to get rid of impurities
Adding tin makes it stronger      Bronze= tin + copper
Used for weapons
Bronze in agriculture: put a bronze edge on a plow and till more fields
More food more children more settlements
It took people a long time to realize usefulness
Bronze items in 3500 BCE are trinkets or pots
Bronze present longtime before becoming a real factor
2500BE we find lead, silver, and gold
The wealthy started to demand these metals and possession became sign of rank and status
Increased economy increased wealth and authority of leaders

CRETE
An island, 75km from the southern tip of Greece
‘The Minoan empire’ 
Capital city, Knossos     largest city, unwalled
Sir Arthur Evans named it after its mythical leader King Minos
Why study? Powerful kingdom when many of the Greek cities were developing own identity and ideas. Knossos was the ideal kingdom. Art and archaeology. It is the opposite of settlements on mainland Greece in many ways
Mainland: independent farmers were the norm. you didn’t depend on anyonelse for survival
Knossos was a palace culture
Witten Sources: Historians: Herodotus and Thucydides
Both state it was ruled by Minos and that he was head of thalassocracy (a sea-empire)
Minos exacted tribute (take payment from other places because you can) from neighboring islands
Why thalassocracy? Importance of bronze
Knossos mineral poor: needed a steady supply of copper and ttin for weapons and agriculture
Needed control of territories around  not established 100%
Was flowering of K due to its location on int’l trade route?
Thalossocray historical truth?
Or later 5th C Athenian invention to justify its own naval empire?

Others on Crete
Subordinate to Knossos? Possibly but not all agree
K largest, unwalled
Other palaces mimic K in smaller dimensions – Ruled? Or jealous?
Other cities are walled


Mythology
Neither Thucydides nor Herodotus mention the most famous myth surrounding Crete
Myth that connect Athens with Crete – Minotaur head of bull body of man minos wife, Pasiphae has sex with bull
Minotaur in labyrinth
Minos offended Posiedon so he inflicted Pasiphae with a passion for a bull
Court inventor Daedalus contrived a box by which the two could mate
He then constructed the labyrinth to contain the strong and fierce
Fed virgin Athenians
Anyon in labyrinth could not find his way out unassisted
King Minos in position to demanded tribute from Athens
14 virgins male and female to be throm into labrint each year. 
Theseus: an Athenian hero, son of king aegus resolved to deliver Athens from this calamity
He offered himself as one of the victims despite his fathers entreaties
Black vs white sails on his return to let his father know his fate
King minos daughter Ariadne fell in love with him and he with her
She provides him secretly with a sword and a spool of thread
He was successful slew minotaur escaped eloped with Ariadne and headed home
Later he abandoned Ariadne on the island of Naxos
She was rescued be the god Dionysus
Theseus neglects to raise white sails and father threw himself into sea in despair and he becomes king of Athens
Myth historical fact? Probably not. But historians should be interested in it.
Tells us interesting this about Knossosdid have a labrynththine palace, bull was sacred animal, K may have controlled the seas and demanded tribute from Athens
[bookmark: _GoBack]Thus myth is ‘historically significant tells us how greeks undstood their history.
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