Week 4- The Cold War
What was it?
· Struggle between Americans and the Soviets
· Biopolar international system
· Began from end of WW2 until 1989 (collapse of Berlin Wall) or 1991 (collages of USSR)

Why was it so important?
· Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles (IBM), Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD)-> if NORAD detected missiles, these missiles would counteract and fly towards whatever target was coming towards them- and test of the Emergency Broadcast System 
· Global politics affected in every region
· Core reference point for global politics and international relations for 50 years

******Causes of Cold War
1. Moscow’s fault-> Soviet aggression and expansionism (would not stop expanding throughout Western Europe)
2. Washington’s fault-> expand overseas markets, use of atomic bomb at the end of WW2, tried to dominate word market with capitalism
3. Ideological- conflict-> inevitable conflict of capitalism vs. communism
4. Leadership-> Truman vs. Stalin 
5. Bipolarity-> Realpolitik and security dilemma
6. Misperception-> Soviets and Americans misunderstood each other

Early US Policies
· Truman Doctrine (1947)
· Response to events in Turkey and Greece where there were early stages of civil war
· Aid to states against communist insurgencies to gain more freedom
· US moral responsibility to defeat communism
· Marshall Plan (1947)
· Program to help rebuilt Europe after WW2
· Three lasting effects…

NATO (1949)
· Nations of Western Europe, US and Canada
· Collective security agreement

Warsaw Pact (1954)
· Soviet Union and their allies




Other factors that influenced the Cold War
· Bretton Woods system
· Berlin Blockade
· Chinese Revolution-> China had permanent seat on Security Council until they erupt in civil war with a communist leader
· Korean War
· NCS-68-> increase US armed forces 

Cuban Missile Crisis
· Spy satellite images revealed nuclear weapons in Cuba
· Results-> relaxed Cold War tensions, agreement on limited nuclear test ban treaty, Moscow-Washington “hotline”
· Proxy War-> US and Soviet Union did not fight directly but had their alliances (third worlds) fight instead

The Third World
· USSR established ties with newly independent nations in Africa and Asia
· US attempted to limit Soviet influence in:
· US-engineered coup in Iran
· CIA backed coup in Guatemala
· Suez Crisis

Afghanistan in the Cold War (1979)
· Soviet troops travelled into North Afghanistan
· Many refugees fled to Pakistan (more than a million)
· Rise of mujahideen-> refugees came back to fight against the Soviets

 Vietnam War
· Despite their efforts, the US could not strengthen the corrupt southern Vietnam
· Vietnam fell to the communists in 1975

Decline of US Hegemony
· Growth of economies in Europe and Japan were challenging the US economy 
· US had significant military spending (current account deficit)
· 1973-> end of fixed rate system
· Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)

Détente
· Improved relations between US and USSR
· 1972-> President Nixon visited China 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Nixon and Kissinger (Secretary of State) sought to improve US-Soviet relations
· Acknowledged the USSRs superpower status and created institutions that would aid with arms control 
· US and USSR had different goals and expectations for this détente
· US wanted to avoid confrontations and challenges to each others vital interests 
· USSR expected the Cold War competition would continue
· Arab-Israeli War (1973)
· USSR and US provided support to their allies
· Arab oil embargo against US
· Afghanistan and end of détente
· 1980-> US withdraws from Moscow Olympics
· 1984-> Soviet boycott of LA Olympics

Ronald Reagan
· More assertive form of containment
· USSR= evil empire 
· Reagan Doctrine: increased US support for anticommunist insurgencies in the Third World (Angola, Cambodia, Guatemala)
· Controversial and expensive improvements in US military forces

Gorbachev Era
· General secretary of the Communist Part of the Soviet Union and head of state of USSR
· Glasnost-> openness, allowing political discussion
· Persestroika-> economic restructuring
· Mass uprisings resulting in fall of communist regimes (Poland, Czechoslovakia, East Germany)

Why did the Cold War End?
1. Gorbachev factor-> “Great Man” theory, actively putting in place the openness and economic opportunity
2. “Failure” of communism as ideology-> triumph of capitalism over communism
3. US “defeat” of communism as political system-> Soviet Union became too weak to challenge US 
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