[bookmark: _GoBack]-Adoptionists: View that Jesus was not divine, but a flesh and blood human being who had been adopted at baptism to be gods son 
-Alexander The Great: The great military leader of Macedonia (356-323BCE) whose armies conquered much of the eastern Mediterranean and who was responsible for the spread of the Greek culture throughout the lands he conquered
-Amanuensis: A personal scribe or secretary who wrote from dictation
-Antiochus Epiphanes: The Syrian monarch who attempted to force the Jews of Palestine to adopt Greek culture, leading to the Maccabean revolt in 167 BCE. 
-Antithesis: Literaally “contrary statements” used as a technical term to designate six sayings of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount, in which he states a Jewish law and sets his own interpretation over it. (You have heard it said…But I say to you)
-Apocalypse:  literary genre in which an author, usually pseudonymous, reports symbolic dreams or visions, given or interpreted through an angelic mediator, which reveal the heavenly mysteries that can make sense of earthy realities 
-Apocalypticism: A worldview held by many ancient Jews and Christians that maintained that the present age is controlled by forces of evil, but that these will be destroyed at the end of time when God intervenes in history to bring in his kingdom, an event thought to be imminent. 
-Apocrypha: A greek term meaning, literally, “hidden things:, used of books on the fringe of the Jewish or Christian canons of Scripture, The Jewish Apocrypha comprises books found in the Septuagint but not in the Hebew Bible, including 1 and 2 Maccabees and 4 Exra
-Apollonius of Tyana: A pagan philosopher and holy man of the first century CE, reported to do miracles and to deliver divinely inspired teachings, a man believed by some of his followers to be a son of God. 
-Apostle: Generally, one who is commissioned to perform a task, from a Greek word meaning “sent”; in early Christianity, the word was used to designate special emissaries of the faith who were understood to be representatives of Christ. 
-Apostolic Fathers: A collection of noncanonical writings penned by proto-Orthodox Christians of the second century who were traditionally thought to have been followers of the apostles; some of these works were considered Scripture in parts of the early church. 
-Asclepius: A popular Greek god known in particular for his ability to heal the sick
-Athanasius: An influential fourth-century church father and bishop of the large and important church in Alexandria, Egypt. Athanasius was the first church writer to list our twenty seven New Testament books (and only those books) as forming the canon
-Augurs: A group of pagan priests in Rome who would interpret the will of the gods by “taking the auspices”
-Auspices: A form of divination in which specifically appointed priests could determine the will of the gods by observing the flight patterns of eating habits of birds
-Autograph: The original manuscript of aliterary text, from a Greek word meaning “the writing itself”
-Baptism: From the Greek term Baptizo, which means to immerse. The earliest Christian practice of baptism in water appears to have been an initiation rite; it probably derived from the practice of John the Baptist, who baptized Jews, including Jesus, in anticipation of the imminent arrival of the end of this age and the coming of the Kingdom of God. Later Christians assigned other meanings to the rite. 
-Beatitudes: A latin word meaning, literally “blessiings” used as a technical term for the sayings of Jesus that begin the Sermon on the Mount (ex. Blessed are the poor in spirit).
-Biography: A literary genre consisting of a narrative of an individual’s life, often within a chronological framework, employing numerous subgeneres so as to reflect important aspects of his or her character, principally for purposes of instruction, exhortation or propaganda. 
-Canon: From a Greek word meaning “ruler” or “straight edge.” The term came to designate any recognized collection of texts, the canon of the NT is thus the collection of books that Christians accept as authoritative
-Chief Priests: The leaders of the prists in the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem. Many of them would have been actively involved in the Sanhedrin; their ultimate leader was the High Prist
-Christ: Messiah
-Covenant: An agreement or treaty between two social or political parties that have come to terms; used by ancient Jews in reference to the pact that God made to protect and preserve them as his chosen people in exchange for their devotion and adherence to his law. 
-Cult: Shortened form of cultus deorum, a latin phrase that literally means “care of the gods,” generally used of any set of religious practices of worship. In pagan religions, these normally involved acts of sacrifice and prayer
-Daimonia: Category of divine beings in the Greco-Roman world. Daimonia were widely thought to be less powerful than the gods but far more powerful than humans and capable of influencing human lives. 
-Day of Atonement: Yom Kippur, the one day of the year when the high priest was allowed to enter the Holy of Holies in the Temple, first to sacrifice an animal to atone for his own sins, and then another animal to atone for the sins of the people of Israel. 


-Dead Sea Scrolls: Ancient Jewish writings discovered in several caves near the northwest edge of the Dead Sea, widely thought to have been produced by a group of apocalyptically minded Essenes who lived in the monastic-like community from Maccabean times through the Jewish War of 66-70 CE. 
-Ebionites: A group of second-century Adoptionists who maintained Jewish practices and Jewish forms of worship
-Epicureans: Ancient group of followers of the Greek philosopher Epicurus, who maintained that the gods were removed from the concerns of human life and so were not to be feared of placated. Happiness came in establishing a peaceful harmony with other like-minded people and enjoying the simple pleasures of daily existence. 
-Epistle: Another Designation for a private letter. Some scholars have differentiated between epistles as literary writings in the form of a letter, which were meant for general distribution rather than for an individual recipient, and letters which were a non-literary form of personal correspondence. This differentiation between Epistles and letters is not widely held today, however, so that the terms tend to be used synonymously. 
-Equestrian: The second-highest socioeconomic class of ancient Rome (behind senator), comprising of wealthy aristocrats. 
-Essenes: An apocalyptic and ascetic Jewish sect  started during the Maccabean period, members of which are generally thought to have produced the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
-Extispicy: A form of divination in Greek and Roman religions in which a specially appointed priest (Haruspex) would examine the entrails of a sacrificed animal to determine wheter it had been accepted by the gods. 
-Fourth Philosophy: A group of Jews that Josephus mentions but leaves unnamed, characterizd by their insistence on violent opposition to the foreign domination of the promised land. Like Sicarii, Zealots
-Fulfillmenet Citations: A literary devide used by Matthew in which he sates that something experience or done by Jesus Fulfilled what was spoken of by a Hebrew prophet in Scripture
-Genius: A man’s guardian spirit
-Gnostics: A group of ancient religions, some of them closely related to Christianity, that maintained that elements of the divine had become entrapped in this evil world of matter and could be released only when they acquired the secret gnosis (knowledge) of who they were and how they could escape.Gnosis was generally thought to be brought by an emissary of the divine realm.
-Gospel: When this Word is not capitalized, it refers not to a book but to the proclamation of the ‘geood news’ of Christ’s salvation.
-Hanina ben Dosa: A well-known Galilean rabbi of the first century, who was reputed to have done miracles comparable to those of Jesus. 
-Hasmoneans: An alternatice name for the Macceabeans, the family of Jewish prists that began the revolt against Syria in 167 BCE and that ruled Israel prior to the Roman conquest of 63 BCE.
-Heretic: One holding a worldview or set beleifs deemed by those in power to be deviant, from a Greek word meaning choice. 
-Herod Antipas: Son of Herod the Gread, and ruler of Galilee from 4 to 39 CE, Herod who executed John the Baptist and was involved with the Trial of Jesus according to Luke
-Herod the Great: Ruler of all Galilee, Samaria and Judea, (kind og the Jews) from 40 to 4 BCE. This Herod was allegedly ruling when Jesus was Born and is known in Christianity for killing all the baby boy sof Bethlehem in an attempt to destroy the invant Jesus (based on Matt) 
-Honi the ‘circle-drawer”: A first century BCE Galilean who was reputed to have done miracles and had expereicnes similar to those of Jesus. 
-Josephus: First Century Jreish historian, appointed court historian by Roman emperor Vespasian, whose works The Jewish War and The Antiquities of the Jews are principal resources for information about life in first-century Palestine
-Lares: dieties commonly worshipped in homes throughout the Roman world, thought to protect the home and its inhabitants, and often identified with the spirits of the family’s ancestors. 
-Law: Torah
-Literary-Historical Method: A method used to study a literary text by asking how its genre functioned in its historical context by exploring, then, its historical meaning (i.e., seeing how its meaning would have been understood to its earliest readers) in light of its literary characteristics. 
-Manuscripts: Any handwritten copy of a literary text
-Marcion: A second-century Christian scholar and evangelist, later labeled a heretic for his docetic Christology and his belief in two Gods, the harsh legalistic God of the Jews and the merciful loving God of Jesus, views that he claimed to have found in the writings of Paul
-Messianic Secret: Technical term for one of the intriguing literary featrues of the Gospel of Mark, which is that even though Jesus is shown to be Messiah, he tries to keep his identity a secret. 
-Nag Hammadi: Village in upper (southern) Egypt, near the place where a collection of Gnostic writings, including the Gospel of Thomas, were discovered in 1945
-Octavian: The first Roman emperor, 27 BCE-14CE Octavian was the great=nephew and adopted son of Julius Caesar, and a great general who brought unity to Rome after it had experienced prolonged and bloody civil wars. Early in his reign Octavian assumed the named Caesar Augustus, meaning the most revered emperor. 
-Oracle: Sacred place where the gods answered questions brought by their worshipers to the resident holy preson – a priest or, more commonly, a priestess – who would often deliver the divine response out of a trance-like state:the term can also refer to the divine answer itself. 
-Passion: From a Greek word that means “suffering”, used as a technical term to refer to the traditions of Jesus, last days, up to and including his crucifixion (hence the “Passion narrative”)
-Penates: Household deities commonly worshipped throughout the Roman world, thought to protect the pantry and foodstuffs in the home. 
-Pentateuch: Literally, the “five scrolls” in Greek, a term used to designated the first five books of the Hebrew Bible, also known as the Torah or the Law of Moses. 
-Pharisees: A Jewish sect, which may have originated during the Maccabean period, that emphasized strict adherence to the purity laws set forth in the Torah. See Mishnah
-Plutarch: Famous philosopher, historian, an biographer of the second century, known particularly for his essays on moral philosophy and the biographies he wrote of famous Greek and Roman men. 
-Proto-Orthodox Christians: A form of Christianity endorsed by some Christians of the second and third centuries (including the Apostolic Fathers), which promoted doctrines that were declared “orthodox” in the fourth and later centuries by the victorious Christian party, in opposition to such groups as Ebionites, the Marcionites and the Gnostics. 
-Redaction Criticism:The study of how authors modified or edited their sources in view of their own vested interests and concerns. 
-Sadducees: A Jewish party associeated with the Temple cult and the Jewish priststs who ran it, comprising principally the Jewish aristocracy in Judaea. The party leader, the High Priest, served as the highest ranking local official and chief liason with the Roman governor. 
-Sanhedrin: A council of Jewish leaders ehaded by the High Priest, which played an advisory role in matters of religious and civil policy
-Scriptuo Continua: Writing without spaces
-Sicarii: Latin term meaning literally “daggermen” a designation for a group of first-century Jews responsible for the assassination of Jewish aristocrats thought to have collaborated with the Romans. 
-Son of God: Greco-roman circles, designation of a person born a god, able to perform miraculous deeds and or convey superhuman teachings : in jewish circles, the designation of persons chose to stand in a special relationship with the God of Israel, including the ancient Jewish Kings
-Son of Man: A Term whose meaning is much disputed among modern scholars, used in some ancient apocalyptic texts to refer a cosmic judge sent from heaven at the end of time. 
-Stoics: Greco-roman philosophers who urged people to understand the way the world worked and to live in accordance with it, letting nothing outside of themselves affect their internatl state of well-being
-Tacitus: Roman historian of the early second century CE, whose multivolume work the Annals of Rome provides substation information about Roman history from the beginning down to hi sown time. 
-Textual Criticism: An academic discipline that seeks to establish the original wording of a text based on the surviving manuscripts
-Torah: A Hebrew word that means “guidance” or “direction” bt that is usually translated “law,” As a technical term it designates either the Law of God given to moses or the first five books of the Jewish Bible that Moses was traditionally thought to have written, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 
-Zealots: group of Galilean Jews who fled to Jerusalem during the uprising against Rome in 66-70 CE, who overthrew the reigning aristocracy in the city and urged violent resistance to the bitter end. 
