CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY 

Part 1
Introduction


· Three hypotheses
· Criminals are ordinary people who make different choices
· Criminals are ordinary people who face different personal/social problems (normal, problem with society) 
· Criminals are different from ordinary people (something about them) 
· Psychological criminology focuses on the third hypothesis

Psychoanalytic theory
Evolved from Freud’s work
· Personality composed of three forces
· Id: primitive biological urges; selfish gratifications
· Ego: rationality & decision-making; mediator between the Id and the Superego 
· Superego:  ethics and morality, the “conscience”

· Causal process: Criminal behaviors occur when the Id is more dominant than the ego and the superego in a person’s mind. Thus, the ego and superego are unable to control the aggressive, selfish instincts of the Id.

Psychoanalytic theory
· Limitations
· Very difficult to test empirically, because many of the underlying psychological processes are unconscious (not something we see)
· At the current time, the psychoanalytic perspective on crime has more the status of an interesting story from the early days of psychology than a scientific theory of crime 

Theories of moral development
· Basic principle: in order to understand criminal behavior, we need to understand how individuals develop or fail to develop a sense of morality and responsibility
· Early theorists: French psychologist Jean Piaget; followed by Kohlberg


Theories of moral development
Moral reasoning is developed in stages, and different people develop at different pace
· Egocentrism: unable to understand the viewpoints of others
· Stage 1: Obey power, avoid punishment
· Stage 2: Take care of yourself, let other people take care of themselves
· Cooperation with others: understand social expectations
· Stage 3: Show concerns for others, “putting yourself in the other’s shoes”
· Stage 4: understand the needs for rules serving ommon good and welfare 
· Universal principles: understand what is best for all (few people reach that stage)
· Stage 5: Understand individual and social rights (vs. rules) for all members of a society
· Stage 6: Rights, and obligations to principles, that apply to all mankind (equality, justice, freedom, etc.)
· Theories of moral development
· Causal process: individuals who develop to higher stages of moral reasoning will be better able to restrain themselves from committing crimes. Those who fail to develop to the higher stages will be more vulnerable to the temptations of crime
· Empirically supported: Yes
· Negative relationship between indicators of moral development and delinquency
(higher morality, less likely to commit crime) 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Limitations: 
Tautological theory: Since most crimes are immoral behaviors, it is not very surprising moral development is a predictor
(when something is explained by itself) 
· Need to explain why people vary in their ability to develop morally (why is it that some people get stuck) 
· Theory has a “left wing” agenda: people who believe in conservative values will tend to score lower than those who believe in socialism or similar ideas. 
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