Europe in the Contemporary World
1900 to the Present

State of Europe in 1900 (Political Structures)

	-Europe is comprised of primarily monarchies (although France is democratic by 1900)
	-These monarchs exert control far beyond their countries as they are also Emperors of large Empires which span the globe.  
	-Monarchs are presumed to be given power directly from God
	-The power of the Monarch varies based on the countries they preside over
		Example: The Russian Tsar was the most powerful monarch within his respective state during that period in Europe.  He had absolute political control, there was no constitution and yet there were approximately 100 national groups in Russia.  

Britain in 1900
	-Britain was considered a world power
	-Was an industrialised country
	-Had a vast navy to exert its control over the vast empire it controlled.
	-Canada was a self-governing Dominion of Britain
	-1900, the Monarch of Britain was Queen Victoria, although the Parliament and the Prime Minister ran the country politically

The State of Ordinary People in 1900
	-Ideas had emerged in the enlightenment and through revolutions that sovereignty should belong to the nation, not the monarch.
	-People were beginning to believe that citizens should be involved in politics, especially through voting
	Voting:
		-In France, all adult men could vote
		-In Britain, most adult men could vote
		-In Russia, many adult men could vote
	-However, in Britain, 75% of Members of Parliament (MP’s) were titled
	-In 1900, no women could vote
	-New Parties were beginning to emerge 
		Example: The Labour Party

Industrial Economies & Societies (Sept. 12, 2013)

	-European countries had much stronger economies at the beginning of the 20th century than the 18th

	Effects:
		-Territories were gained
		-European economies became the strongest in the world
			*note: only in the 1900’s did Europe surpass India and China

	How this came to be:
		-Industrialization 
		-Industrial Revolution
		-Second Industrial Revolution

	Agriculture based economy
	Industry-based economy

	-no machines, or only small machines
-on the land
-smaller quantities produced
	-big machines
-first factories
-high quantity of production



Industrialization: the process by which agricultural economies are transformed into industrial economies

	-Britain did this first from 1780-1850
		Showcased in the Industrial exhibition in 1851

Industrial Revolution: term used to stress the change in society and how revolutionary it was

Second Industrial Revolution: brought about electricity, chemicals, aspirin, bigger factories, big corporations, department stores
		Examples: Galleries Lafayette, Mercedes-Benz

Thinking about industrial societies:
	-Industrialization happened differently in different countries
	-It was a challenging experience for people:
		-many people were displaced
		-couldn’t compete against new, bigger firms
		-resulted in protests & poverty

Key 19th Century Developments:
	-The rise of cities
		-urban immigration, people leaving farms and moving into cities
		-emigration to other countries
		-growth of cities
			Examples: between 1800-1850-
					London grew from 1 million- 2.4 million people
					Paris grew from 500,000- 1 million people
	-Effects:
		-A lack of city planning led to intense pockets of poverty
			-Sewage issues
			-Disease (such as Cholera)
			-Malnourishment
			-high mortality rates
				Example: in Paris in 1832, 7,000 people died

-Paris in the mid-19th Century, Napoleon’s nephew was in charge.  
-He began remaking the city.  
	-Clearing l’avenue de l’Opera, by the late 19th century it had big boulevards for the rich.

New methods of transportation
	-Trains and Railroads
		-moved people across the continent at an unprecedented rate
		-also served as symbols of industrialization

Europe and Empire (September 17th)

Colonialism
	-16th Century- colonialism began
		-exploitation & control over territories through settlement by the colonial power

	-Mid 19th Century (during industrialization)
		-only Britain maintained a vast Empire, though less than before
		-undisputed colonial power
		-other powers still had colonies, just not as many.

The Age of Empire
	-1900’s, (1875-1914) New competition for empire
	-The Age of Empire involved mostly Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, US & Japan

New Imperialism
	-1875-1914
	-Characterized by:
		-exploitation
		-generally less settlement
		-rapidly paced
		-large spaces
	-Africa was carved up quickly within a decade
	-Asian-Pacific control expanded

	Cause: Countries needed raw materials which were unavailable in Europe

	Note: ¼ of the globe’s surface was distributed or redistributed as colonies and 1/10th of the world’s population was involved.

Europe and Empire II  (September 19th)

Historical Explanations for the origins of New Imperialism
Political Motives
	International Rivalries
		-Germany’s change was a catalyst for Imperialism (Bismarck as a dominant player)
			-In 1871, Germany became unified
			-Developed a military and economic presence in Europe
-Economy was particularly strong in industries developed in the second industrialization.
-They wanted international recognition, and thought that colonialism would serve this purpose
		-France was beginning to worry about Germany
			-Started in the 18th century
			-Mid-century revolutions
			-New Empire by Napoleon in France
			-Franco-Prussian war 1870-1871
				-This was humiliating to France
				-Paris was surrounded and sieged
				-Alsace & Lorraine were seized
			-France felt weak post-war next to Germany
			-The French Third Republic emerges (the Imperial Republic)
			-Expanded Empire to re-empower or create resurgence for the state.
		-Britain (the world’s most important imperial power)
			-threatened by Germany’s attempt to rival Britain
			-further expanded empire to keep the advantage

Overview:
	-These rivalries set the stage for the First World War	
	-Drawing of colonial borders was random and led to problems for natives
Example: a British foreign official describes how they took control of everything for fear someone else would first

	Domestic Politics
		Context:
			-more men have the right to vote
			-more adult men and women read
				(Mostly as a result of more primary, mandatory education)
			-more is available to read (mass papers and newspapers)
			-books and magazines are written for children & young adults
			-the creation of Empire day
			Note: all of this is used to create excitement about imperialism among citizens

		Political reasoning:
-Excitement about Empire distracted from domestic problems (such as hierarchy and class inequality)
-People would be less likely to join revolutionary groups
Ideas about European Superiority and the civilizing mission

	-Empire was never a simple geopolitical or economic calculation, it was greatly intertwined with emotional and spiritual beliefs.

	The “civilizing” mission
		-believed in biological and cultural superiority
		-Europeans were recently interested in ranking & classifying
	Effects:
		-believed they had a duty to bring their culture to the rest of the world
			(This was seen as the next step after industrialization)
		-brought their superior religion (Christianity) to “deprived” peoples
			-missionary trips increased
			-heightened power of denominations
			-Bible was translated into 119 languages
				-schools and hospitals were also set-up in colonies

How conquest happened:
	-they had tried to pierce the continent of Africa before
	-by the late 19th century, advances in technology allowed them to succeed in domination
		-railways built into colonies
		-steamboats on river networks
		-telegraph & telephone
		-new medical knowledge to treat conquerors
-new weapons (example: Maxim gun was used which is the predecessor to the machine gun)	

Modern Life & Culture (September 24th)

Modernity
	-Europeans pioneered modernity
Modernity: the state or quality of being modern
Modern: pertaining to the present times as opposed to the past	

-Technology transformed the economy and modern life
	Steel
		-1870-1890 steel production increased 20 times 
		-led to an increase in manufacturing
			-more precise and sturdy machinery
		-used to make boats (naval battleships & steam boats)

	Internal Combustion Engine
		-made by Benz
		-led to the emergence of the automobile industry
		-impact: introduced element of speed into daily life 
		-racing cars 
		-the automobile then becomes a symbol of modern life
		-impact of automobiles:
			-better roads
			-service stations
			-tires (rubber was brought from the colonies)
Example: in 1900 Michelin, a tire company created touring guides a reason to drive around
		Electricity
			-1879, the light bulb was invented
			-started to have electric street lamps in cities
			-the Eiffel Tower was lit up with electric lights
		
		World’s Fairs, International Exhibitions & Expositions
			-Eiffel tower was designed to be temporary for the World’s Fair
-Human Zoos were often a part of the fairs where colonial people were showcased in their “natural habitat”
-the World Fairs were huge tourist attractions

		Public Transit
			-Street Cars, trains (elevated)
			-Subways (First in London)
			-led to easier movement through cities
			-brought many classes into the same area
-the transition from horse-drawn carriages to street cars created a fast-paced city which was another symbol of modernity

		Artists, Musicians, and Authors
			-Picasso was a Spaniard who lived in Paris
				Painted “Les desmoiselles d’avignon”
					-Desmoiselles, meaning prostitutes in French
					-The faces were inspired by African masks
-this painting was part of Picasso’s movement away from the traditional confines of art
			-Igor Stravinsky was a Russian composer
				Wrote the Ballet “the Rite of spring”
					-radically different from classical ballet
					-more abrasive dance moves
					-primitive costumes

Note about the moral reactions:
	-Urban life was more anonymous than rural life as a result of the fast pace and modernity
	-People were concerned about morality & social norms where women went into the city
	-Same sex communities started to form

The Rise of Mass Politics (September 26th)

Expansion of Franchise in the 19th Century
	
	-Franchise (the right to vote) was restricted to those in Britain with property and who were male
		This essentially meant that only wealthy, white men could vote.
	-Effects:
		-political parties were smaller
		-“debates” were relatively tame
			-they happened respectfully
			-behind closed doors
			-there was no mass press
	-An effort was made to include more people in the political process
		-this movement was taken up by activists
			-their methods included:
				Petitions
				Protests
				Revolution
			-they had various goals:
				-some wanted franchise to be more inclusive
				-others wanted complete reform of the political system
	-By 1913, most adult, white* men had the right to vote 
		*note: pre WWI most of the population in Europe was white

	-The Russian exception:
		-in the Russian Empire there were no votes or parliamentary body

	-By the early 20th century, women almost exclusively lacked the right to vote.

		Effects of mass politics:
			-new methods of communication and engagement were developed
			-working class men benefitted
				-gave rise to the new industrial working class
				-the labor conditions attracted attention
					-led to concerns and parliamentary investigations into:
							-long hours
							-child labor
							-accidents
							-abuse
							-bad pay
				Effects:
					-early trade unions
					-organization
					-political parties to represent workers
					-emergence of socialism
-calls for revolutionary transformation of society to benefit workers

	The Communist Manifesto
-Tried to be very comprehensive by analyzing how history was organized, what was happening then and what would inevitably happen.
	-Argued that class struggle was the motor of history
	-2 major classes: bourgeoisie and proletariat
Bourgeoisie: Capitalist, who had money and the means of production and profited from the work and labor of employees.  
Proletariat: Workers, didn’t own means of production, the exploited class that didn’t profit from their labor.
-the theory, backed by “science” was that the proletariat would rise up against the bourgeoisie and create a new society where the means of production were collectively owned. 

		Effects:
			-the rise of socialist parties
			-largely made up of the proletariat
			-Socialist parties usually had two lines of policy:
				1) Short-term goals to better daily life
				2) Long-term revolutionary goals
			-Socialist parties also provided community and activities
Example: socialist bike & sports groups, singing, socialist youth groups, women’s auxiliary
		
		German Social Democratic Party (SPD)
			-largest Party in Germany

		-In Britain it was the Labour Party.  
		
		-After WWI, the socialist ideology split
			
			Socialist (not-so-radical) vs. the Communists (radical)

Women, Feminism & Suffrage

	-Mass organizations formed to fight for the vote
	-1848- Women across Europe demanded the right to vote
	-mid 19th century, it wasn’t their main focus, first:
		-attend university and graduate school
		-own property
		-gain the right to divorce
		-custody of children in cases of divorce
		-to control their own wages if married
			By 1905, they could control their wages in France
	-by the beginning of the 20th century, they changed their focus to the right to vote for women.
-socialist women weren’t as inclined to advocate for suffrage as they thought it would have less impact without an accompanying social revolution.

	The Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU)
		-was a women’s suffrage movement formed in Britain by Emmeline Pankhurst and her two daughters.
		-they were frustrated with the glacial pace of gaining women’s suffrage in Britain
		-employed militant activism under their slogan “deeds not words”
-used radical tactics (they were both willing to break the law and had strategies which broke the law in order to gain attention, these images became popular in the mass press)
	-once in jail, they would demand the status of political prisoner
	-when they were rejected this status, they went on hunger strikes

The Road to War (October 1st)

Thinking about the Great War & its consequences
	-New methods were employed on the home front
	-New methods were used on the western and eastern front
	-It was called “the Great War” because it completely changed Europe

	Effects:
	-Leads to the Soviet Union 
	-Harnessed new organization and weaponry towards mass human slaughter
	-Industrial weapons such as machine guns were now turned inward on Europe

	Weapon Innovations
	-Machine guns
	-Airplanes (drop bombs by end of war)
	-Chemical weapons
	-Tanks
	
	Effects:
	-approximately 8 million soldiers died in the war
	-many additional men with psychological injuries including shell shock and broken faces
	-many men who fought in the war moved to the extremes of the political spectrum
	-many argue communism and fascism wouldn’t have manifested without WWI
-the feeling of the war being senseless & destructive shattered the belief in European superiority, reason and progress

	Total War
	-made it necessary for governments to organize the home front
		-production of food & weapons
		-required support of the civilians
		-managed population in new ways:
			-through propaganda
			-war efforts
	-stakes of total war:
		-collapse of the state, which was seen in:
			-Austria-Hungary, Germany and in Russia
	
	Feminism & Socialism
	-Big organizations
	-The German Social Democratic Party (SPD) had more votes than any other political party
	-Both the Women’s Suffrage and Socialist movements were transnational
Example: People who joined the socialist party were told that they were primarily loyal to the international working class, not their country.
	
	The Second Socialist International
		-was an organization that was supposed to organize national social movements
-didn’t support military spending increases which were popular among states at the time
 
	-Feminist movements likewise saw women’s suffrage as an international issue

	Nationalism
-Nationalism, the readiness of people to identify emotionally and culturally in order to be mobilized as a nation looks different in the late 19th century than previously
	-It migrates to the right side of the political spectrum
	-In mass politics, politicians use nationalism to rally people politically
	-This feeling is backed by the military buildup happening in Europe

-The movement of nationalism to the right
	-Nationalism started on the left, held by revolutionaries
	-Revolutionaries became internationalists
	-So people on the right then used nationalism

-By 1913, most men could vote
	-this meant that new strategies of appeal were needed in mass politics
	-nationalism was used to appeal to people and their love of the country 
	-employed in Britain, France and Germany among other places.
	-the converse was also used, blaming other countries, races, etc.  

Rise of Political Anti-Semitism
-Parties on the right began rallying people to their cause by blaming the Jews
-Lower-middle classes were the biggest target
Example: In Austria, Schonerer said they were “The sucking vampire on the narrow home of the Farmer and Artisan”
Schonerer and Loeger created a new method of politics in Vienna that influenced Hitler.
-In France, Dreyfus, a Jewish Officer was wrongly accused and convicted of treason in the Dreyfus affair
-1898, anti-Semitic frenzy in France
	-Herzl founds the Zionist movement in Paris
-Russian State-sponsored attacks on Jews “Pogrom”
	Pogrom: an organized mass killing of defenseless people (especially Jews)

Nationalism in everyday life
	-increasingly people identified primarily as “German” or “French”
		-previously, people were more likely to identify as “Toulousaine” or “Prussian” 
-There were strong efforts towards national identification especially in Germany, Italy and France.
-This was accomplished through:
	-mandatory primary schools
		-they would learn to read and write in the national language
			Example: Italian rather than Sicilian
-this was done to encourage the result of a commonality across the country
-they learned songs
-learned a national history
-boys were taught that it was their duty to fight for their country
-festivals were even held in schools preparing the boys to be soldiers
			-mandatory military service was also implemented
				-a notable exception being in Britain
				-the result was huge standing armies to contribute to the war efforts

The Road to War II (October 3rd)

	The Alliance System
	-Treaties were formed to solidify Alliances
		The Triple Alliance
		France
		United Kingdom
		Russia
		The Triple Entente
		Italy
		Germany
		Austria-Hungary

	1879: Alliance was formed between Germany and Austria-Hungary
		-this was the Dual Alliance
			-formed by Bismarck (Prussian General) to secure a future for Germany
			-the advantages he hoped for:
-centralized power in Europe would deter Russia from attacking Germany
				-he hoped it would restrain A-H from extending control into the Balkans
-Germany didn’t want to be pulled into a war between A-H and Russia over the Balkans
				-He hoped it would guarantee stability for A-H

Austria-Hungary
-Based around the Hapsburg royal family
-Empire based in European expansion, not overseas colonies
-A highly diverse population included:
Czechs, Hungarians, Romanians, Slovenes, Poles, Slovaks, Serbs, Croats and Italians, among others.
-Tried to unify the different people through loyalty to the Emperor and the royal family
-As nationalism became more important in the second half of the 19th century, the respective nationalities in A-H wanted more autonomy.

-In 1867, the new name of the Hapsburg Empire became Austria-Hungary, which demonstrated the greater autonomy given to Hungary, who was given self-governance
 	-this resulted in other ethnic groups wanting more autonomy as well

-Austria-Hungary’s desire to expand south-ward created tensions
	Locally: with Serbia
	Internationally: with Russia

Berlin Conference (1878)
Bismarck tried to divide spheres of influence between Austria-Hungary and Russia in the Balkans at the Berlin conference.

-Bismarck realizes that France will never align with Germany because of the Franco-Prussian War, so he signs a treaty with Russia in order to avoid a two-front war.

-However Bismarck is no longer Chancellor, he is succeeded by Kaiser Wilhelm II.
	-The Kaiser is more aggressive in his foreign policy.
	-He also lets the Russian-German alliance lapse
-In 1890, France chooses to align with Russia in order to protect against Germany.

-Britain is still an Imperial Power
	-In 1904, they sign the Entente with France “Anglo-France Entente”
	-This gave Morocco to France and Egypt to Britain.

-Germany didn’t believe that Britain and France could cooperate
-to break them up, the German Kaiser arrived in Morocco to support the sovereignty of the 
Sultan, essentially to undermine French influence in Morocco.
-he called for an international conference to discuss whether the French influence in Morocco was legitimate
-France initially was opposed to attendance, but after threat of war from Germany, attended.
-However the plan backfired as Germany did not receive the support he expected at the conference, only Austria-Hungary supported Germany
-meanwhile, the Anglo-French entente cordiale was strengthened
-Germany was forced to agree to France maintaining all previous control in Morocco except for over the police force.  

-April 1914, the London Times describes alliances as a measurement to prevent war in Europe.

-Again, the Anglo-French alliance is strengthened by the second Morocco crisis, where Germany sends the gunboat, the Panther, to Morocco during a revolt against the Sultan.
	-the alleged reason is to defend German economic interests
-Britain is concerned about Germany establishing a naval base there, and supports Germany in the ensuing diplomatic negotiations

-Following this, there is a vast increase in military forces (especially within Germany)
	-Britain still chooses not to conscript because their military strength lies in their navy

Popular Militarism
	-Kaiser is described at the “incarnation of Russian militarism”
	-Youth organizations played a role in this
		Example: Boy scouts, founded in 1908 by Robert Barden Powell

South African War
	-British vs. the Boers
		-people were appalled by the number of British soldiers needed to win
		-it was viewed as a deterioration of the race
		-many young men weren’t meeting the minimum physical requirements
		-in 1899, 1 in 3 recruits were rejected 
	-This led to popular militarism and movements like the boy scouts to prepare people for war.



The First World War (October 8th)

Introduction to the beginnings of the war

	Important Terms:
Dreadnought: a class of battleships built by both the United Kingdom and Germany leading up to World War 1.  These ships were the main focus of the Anglo-German arms race.
Archduke Franz Ferdinand: Franz Ferdinand was an Archduke of Austria-Este, Austro-Hungarian and Royal Prince of Hungary and of Bohemia, and from 1889 until his death, heir presumptive to the Austro-Hungarian throne.  He was known for his policy that A-H needed to abandon the parliamentary system and revert to absolutism.  He was assassinated by Gavrilo Princip on June 28, 1914 in Sarajevo, Bosnia.  Princip was a part of the revolutionary group the “Black Hand” a Serbian nationalist extremist group.  The assassination led to Germany issuing a “blank check” to the Austria-Hungarian Empire, pledging the full support of the German military in any action Austria-Hungary decided to take.  Sure of German military support, A-H issued an ultimatum to Serbia following the assassination, all of which was accepted by Serbia, except an investigation into the murder of Ferdinand.  This was used as an excuse by A-H to declare war on Serbia.  The chain of alliances was triggered, pulling the rest of Europe into war.

	Important Dates in the summer of 1914:
	
	June 28 
	Assassination of Ferdinand

	July 28
	Austria declares war on Serbia

	August 1
	Germany declares war on Russia

	August 3
	Germany declares war on France

	August 4
	Britain declares war on Germany




Beginnings of the War
-1910-1914, Germany doubled military expenditure
-Actively planning for war
	-citizens had been taught it was their duty to fight for their country
		This happened through: scouting, schools, popular militarism, etc.

The Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand
-Context: assassinations weren’t unusual at this point in history
	-the Russian Tsar was assassinated
	-as was the American President

July 28th: The Assassination
	-Ferdinand was assassinated by Princip of the Serbian Radicals “the Black Hand”
	-the assassination served as an excuse to crush Serbia
		-A-H needed the support of Germany in the event Russia intervened
		-Germany issued A-H a “blank check” in the event of a war
		-Austria-Hungary made an unacceptable ultimatum with 48 hours response
-they expected that there would be external effects, but less so if they were harsh and swift

July 28th: Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia
-Russia wanted to come to the aid of Serbia because they would lose power if they didn’t defend their protectorate states
	-The Tsar mobilized the Russian Army
	-Germany saw this as a declaration of war

August 1st: Germany declares war on Russia

Schleiffen Plan
-The Schleiffen Plan was the German War strategy designed to fight a two-front war.
-The strategy consisted of two parts:
	-First, they would mobilize west to knock out France
-Second, due to the slow mobilization of the Russian army, they could then turn around to meet Russia

August 3rd: Germany declares war on France

-Problems the plan encountered:
-they had to go through neutral Belgium to invade France since the French-German border has been well defended since the Franco-Prussian War
	-Belgium would not allow Germany to march through in order to invade France
	-Germany invades Belgium and commits many horrific acts along the way to invade France.
-Britain is appalled by the treatment of Belgium and uses the accounts of the treatment of the Belgian people as propaganda to justify going to war and throughout the war

August 4th: Britain declares war on Germany

Planning for war
	The countries didn’t anticipate:
		-a long war
		-a total war (involving the home front)
		-new dangerous weapons
		-that it would expand beyond Europe

Initial attitudes towards the war
	-Everyone expected a quick victory
Examples: French factories shut down for the war, and soldiers marched excitedly to the front
	-There was great enthusiasm in cities and national unity for the war effort
	
More examples of enthusiasm for the war:
-Many German Social Parties had been anti-militarism, and didn’t want workers from other countries fighting each other, yet the German Social Democrats (SPD) now supported the war, as did many other international socialist parties

-Militant suffragists (women’s movements)
	-before the war, it seemed as though they had declared war on the government
-when the war broke out, they dropped their protests and lent their support to the war effort
-French feminist newspapers argued that women should not protest for their own rights during the war
-Emmeline Pankhurst, the mother of the WSPU, dropped the campaign for women’s suffrage and went campaigning to get men to enlist, even traveled to Russia to help the war effort

The German attack on France
	-Germany moved quickly through Belgium
	-Meanwhile, French troops moved east to recapture Alsace & Lorrain

	-Battle of the Marne: greatest deliverance of history
		-on September 10th, the Germans were pushed back all the way to the Marne river

	-Yet there was no decisive winner between Germany and France
	-In the Fall of 1914, the armies still tried to outflank each other
	-It was still a war of movement
	-In late fall, they began to dig trenches, creating the western front.

The western front is a hallmark of WWI and is significant for its new and unique style of warfare

Trench Warfare
-Zigzagged so soldiers couldn’t be shot down the line
-The lines were bombarded with artillery and shells
-Soldiers were sent over the top to capture the next trench
	-the problem they encountered was new technology
		New Technology
			-machine guns 
			-Chlorine Gas first (slow death)
			-Mustard Gas later (4-5 weeks to die, body rotted within and without)
-Gas masks were developed in response, though by that point many people were already killed or blinded

Total War at the Battlefront and the home front (October 10th)

Trench Warfare cont’d

	Other new weapons used:
	-Machine Guns
	-Long-range guns
	-Tanks
	-Airplanes

-Trench warfare always favored the defensive line
	-Yet Generals never really adapted their strategy to the new form of warfare
		Result: millions of lives lost, very little territory gained

Example: the Battle of the Somme, 400,000 men lost 

Conditions in the trenches:
-always surrounded by death
	-smell
	-stale water
	-decaying corpses
	-mutilated parts
-trenched filled with feces and urine
-rats (often grew to the size of cats)
	-they were fearless
	-soldiers developed an obsession with killing rats
-mud in the rainy season
	-water was a foot or so high
	-“trench foot” resulted in amputation

Note: It would take years after the war to reconstruct the landscapes of the western front.

The responses of soldiers at the front

-Initially very few acts of insubordination, but they increase as the war progresses

Reasons/Causes:
-close bonds were formed with fellow soldiers
	-some even described it as not even fighting for their country, but their comrades
	-many soldiers went to visit the families of their fallen comrades after the war and on leave
-art was sometimes made by the soldiers out of munitions, etc.
	-this art often took on religious themes
-men wrote in journals
-made satirical newspapers
-educated British officers wrote poetry
-most soldiers found it hard to describe their experience back at home
Effects:
-Men faced psychological breakdowns (PTSD)
-many men who were wounded in the war died in the following decade
-they were considered the lost generation because they had lost their youth

Organizing for total war at home
	-Leaders soon realized it would be a long war and they would have to mobilize people at home
	-Governments mobilized their industrial economy
	-They attempted to enlist more citizens through new propaganda and new censorship

	-This was to create enough: food, clothes & guns to continue fighting

	-Governments became more involved in wartime economies
	-New government bureaucracies were created
	-Rationing systems were implemented

Example: The rationing in Russia led to Women’s Food Protests in Russia which led to a revolutionary protest, when the soldiers were ordered to suppress the revolution, they refused.

	Russian Women Food Protest -> Revolutionary Protest -> Soldier’s refused to suppress

-Factories transformed for the war time economy
-This brought new workers into the workforce:
	-colonial people were brought in to work
	-Women were brought into the workforce
		(Note: still no major European power had women’s suffrage)

Women:
 -became teachers and nurses
-more education
-rural women worked alongside their husbands for farming
-urban working class women:
	-worked continuously until marriage
	-then they worked while they had children (doing laundry, etc.)

Results of war:
-Women were pulled into the workforce in new ways:
-in France, they only got the vote in 1944, but some became mayors during the war in their villages
-Vienna train conductors: 
	Women made up 2.5% pre-war, and 54% in war time
-Women were wearing new clothing
-They also had new types of behaviors

Organizing for Total War at Home cont’d (October 15th)

National Economies
-women were also brought into the munitions industry
	-by the end of the war they made up 25% of the metal industry in France
	-and 30% of Krupp
-women were getting paid better wages

-companies tried to reduce labor costs by introducing machines
	-less skills were needed because the processes were broken down into repetitive tasks
	-this way anyone could do it
-lower production costs caused wartime industrialists to make more money
	-this was a source of anger and disgust between the soldiers and the homefront
Result:
Soldiers also thought women were actively continuing the war through their involvement in weapons manufacturing.

Enlisting Civilian Populations

Censorship
	-censorship happened in a much wider scale than before
		-personal communications were censored
			-opened letters
			-post cards
			-printed materials
		-rules for newspapers
			Example: the German Press Rules cannot disclose:
				-appearance of airships
				-arrival of ships
				-troop movements
				-delays in trains
				-repairs on fortresses
			Initially, German newspapers self-censored
			Later, a German newspaper was shut down over publishing
				“We must tighten our belts in order to hold out”
-The effect this censorship had was widening the gap between the soldiers and home front

Propaganda
	-definition: effort to advance ideas or beliefs
	-came in a number of forms
	-most famous form was through the poster
	-Strategies to get men to enlist:
		Encourage enlistment
			-appealed to men on the basis of need
			-depicting the enemy as savage with a poor, defenseless woman
			-the USA used the sinking of the Lusitania
		Posters directed at women
			-using the treatment of Belgium and France to encourage men to go
			-Women saying “will you go, or must I?”
		The White Ribbon Campaign
-shamed the men by pinning them with a white ribbon if they thought they should be at the war

Efforts to mobilize children:
	-Children in France were encouraged to think about the war continually
	-Reading books, postcards about the war
	-Thinking about their role in the war effort
		-prove themselves worthy of the soldier’s sacrifice
		-their duty to do homework, listen to their parents
	-History books were rewritten to highlight the evil of the enemy countries
	-Encouraged to buy war bonds
	-Dictées in France were on soldiers as were the essays
	-Churches that ran the schools (predominantly Catholic in France) organized:
		-Children’s crusade
		-“Prayer Battalions”
		-They taught kids it was their duty to their country and to God

-Propaganda was produced on a massive scale.
-40 million pieces of propaganda was produced by the British Government in the first 10 months of the war

-It was also in songs, “God save the King” was always sung before movies
-Civilians supported the war effort even through civilian life was often very difficult

Struggles on the home front
	-Basic supplies were often unavailable
	-Often women stood in long lines in bad weather to get foodstuffs.
	-Food was always in short supply and expensive
		-though it was much worse in Germany and A-H because of the Allied Blockades
	-“Turnip Winter” food was so short that all they could eat was turnips.
		-750,000 Germans starved to death
		-led to protests in Germany


Russian Revolution in 1917- Part I (October 17th)

The Russian Empire on the eve of WWI
	-Vast multinational empire
		-Russia expanded westward into Europe and east into Asia
-centuries of colonialism led to a Russian Empire that covers 1/6th of the world’s land mass
-Russia included 200 nationalities and 146 languages

	-Russia was an autocracy ruled by an autocrat
	-The Russian Emperor was called the Tsar
	-Tsar Nicholas II, had no restraints to his power
		-unlike most other monarchs who had lost most or all of their power to parliaments
		-He believed that he ruled by divine right
		-however he wasn’t gifted or prepared to be Tsar
	-Treated various national groups harshly
		-amongst a trend of nationalism and movements towards sovereignty
		-worked to dominate sub-cultures and to promote Russian culture
		-methods:
			Banned non-Russian languages in:
			Schools, courts, street signs, public health notices
	-The effects of Russian language dominance were:
		-dislike for government
		-movement for national sovereignty
	-Religious persecution
		-especially towards Jews
			-1400 laws & regulations were made specific to Jews
			-they could only live in the pale of settlement used to concentrate them
			-violent attacks were encouraged and often state sponsored pogroms
		Results:
		-many Jews emigrated to North America
		-also to other parts of Europe
		-many Jews embraced national and revolutionary movements

Russian Society
-very hierarchical
	-Upper class lived on huge estates
	-Middle class (bourgeoisie)
	-Peasant Class (made up 85% of the population)
-Industrialism developed in really small, concentrated areas
-There were no protections for Russian workers
-Workers living conditions were abysmal

Demands for Change
-The Russian Social-Democratic Worker’s Party
	-leaders inspired by Karl Marx
-At the party congress they split into the Bolsheviks and the Mensheviks
	Bolsheviks- led by Vladimir Lenin
	Mensheviks- led by Julius Martov

-At that time in Russia, there wasn’t freedom of: the press, speech, political parties or organisations

Effects:
	-the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks were driven underground
	-Arrested
	-Imprisoned or exiled to Siberia

Lenin
-First imprisoned
-then sent to Siberia
-then exiled to Switzerland
-returns in spring

Between 1906-1909
	5,000 political prisoners are executed
	3,600 imprisoned or exiled

The Impact of the Great War on Russia
-Russians were unable to organize their international economy for the long-drawn out war
	-Soldiers were constantly faced with shortages
		-rifles and bullets from 1915-onward
		-taught to advance by picking up dropped weapons
		-shortages of overcoats and boots 
			-many went barefoot in winter
		-abysmal food
		-Russians lost 15% of Russian territory and 30% of industry
-The Tsar then thought he should take control of the army
	-this was very unsuccessful.
	-used outdated methods of warfare
	-didn’t take trench building seriously
-14 million men had been mobilized
-by spring 1917, 6-8 million Russian soldiers were dead, wounded or captured
	-led to a very low morale in the Russian army
	-military discipline began to slip

Revolution in Russia 1917 (October 22nd)

The Radicalization of the home front during the war
-Russia’s lack of success in organizing the economy for the war
	-Cost of goods rose
	-scarcity increased
-Working women’s conditions
	-worked long hours
	-then waited all night in lines to buy food
		-up to 40 hours a week in line
		-usually after 50-70 hours of work
Effects:
		-increased gossip which undermined the royal family
		-discontent
		-criticism of the war effort
		-increased strikes
		-Rasputin’s influence questioned
-By the beginning of 1917, there was huge discontent on the home front
-Women began a revolution
	-February 23rd (according to the Russian calendar, March 8th according to European)
	-Mass Suffrage movements (women’s day)
-At noon on a warm day in Petrograd (St. Petersburg) one group of women take to the streets for equal rights
-Morning, female textile workers walked out to strike and protest the price of bread
-Men started to leave their work and join the strike
-the number of strikers continued to grow
-Then the strike becomes more political
	“Down with the Tsar”
	“Down with the war”

	Feb. 25th
	-Tsar orders the commander to put down the protest by the next day

	Feb. 26th
	-Military began to fire on the crowd
-Petrograd began to resemble an armed camp

	Feb. 27th
	-Soldiers in garrison received orders to suppress the protest
-Many refused and defected bringing weapons and knowledge to the protestors 
*This is a turning point in the revolution




Importance of the soldier’s response
	-Play a critical role in revolution
	-Attacking symbols of Tsarist regime
	-Attacking police & buildings
		-destroying records
	-Attacked prisons
		-symbol of oppression
		-freed political prisoners
	-Attacked statues and monuments

Creation of New Political Bodies
	September 27th & 28th
		-Provisional Government is set up
			-Made by the Duma (the old Russian parliament that had no power)
		-Tsar steps down
	Soviet- means council or body

	Petrograd Soviet
	Provisional Government

	-represented soldiers & workers
-seen to hold the power
-allows the provisional government to exist
-member joined provisional government in spring 1917
-united in trying to maintain the war effort
	-elected members or the Duma
-old, rich, white men
-soon convene a constituent assembly
-new constitution
-passed laws to bring liberal reforms to Russia:
Amnesty, rights to strike, assemble, speech, universal manhood suffrage, women’s suffrage



April 1917- Lenin returns from exile

-has a very different view of what should happen next
-in speeches, he announces that he is:
	-against cooperation with the provisional government
	-against democratic revolution
	-looking towards the second socialist revolution
	-“dictatorship of the proletariat”
	-transfer all power from the soviets

He advocates: Peace, land and bread

Peace- withdrawing from the war

Land- confiscating estates and redistributing them

Bread- ensuring people are fed
	June
	Government mounts a disastrous military offensive in the war, more soldiers support the Bolsheviks

	July
	Unsuccessful workers uprising

	August
	Right attempts to overthrow gov’t

	October
	Bolsheviks overthrow provisional government


Ending the War, Making Peace (October 24th)

Ending the War

1917- Bolsheviks had taken control
-still fighting on the Eastern Front
-Russia asked for an armistice from Germany
-Germany provided unfair terms, so the terms were denied
-Germany then drove further into Russia
-Russia was then forced to accept the harsh terms of the Brest-Litovsk treaty

Germany moves troops to the Western Front
-early 1918 America joins the war
-late June, Germany tried to restore the War of movement, and was successful and made advances on France
-Mid-July France launches a counter-attack

Important to note: Germany’s success was very quickly reversed, which made it hard for Germans to accept defeat.

Ludendorff and Von Hindenburg
-Ludendorff was a German General, and Von Hindenburg was the German Chancellor
-to avoid invasion, they sought an armistice (agreement to stop fighting)

-in October 1918 they set up a civilian government
	Reasons:
		-they thought the allied governments might give kinder terms to a civilian government
-the civilian government would be forced to sign the treaty, and take the blame rather than them

The early Weimar Republic
-October 1918, unrest grows in the army and on the home front
	-the monarchy collapses
	-Nov. 9th Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicates making Germany a republic (Weimar Republic)
-Leaders were the Social Democrats (SPD)
	-it then split into the socialists & communists
	-the socialists put down the communists in Germany by force
		Note: the socialists and communists will no longer cooperate, even later against Hitler

The end of the war for Austria-Hungary
	-Austria-Hungary was dissolved as an Imperial & Multinational State
	-Army was facing defeat
	-the Leaders of National groups began taking advantage of the central government
		-on October 7th, Poles in A-H and in Russia declared an independent Poland
		-October 28th, Czechs declare an independent Czechoslovakia
		-Hungary also declares an independent state
	-Most of A-H was no longer under the control of the state

November 11th, 1918- fighting stops in Europe as a result of the armistice

Treaties
-January 1919, representatives gather in France to agree on Peace Treaties
-This is to create a basis for a new post-war order
-5 treaties result
-The Treaties decided on:
	-the Mandate System
	-the formation of new, smaller countries
	-Reparations

Circumstances:
-Unprecedented Human loss
	-an average of 6,000 people died every day during the war
-The economic toll of the war
	-prime farm land was ruined
	-European powers owed money to the United States
-European powers had strong opinions about how Germany should be treated (especially Clemenceau in France)
-Peace after the War
	-President Wilson lays out 13 points for peace
-Powers are also concerned with the spread of revolution
	-this is seen in Hungary with Bela Kun
-The American Secretary of state outlines to main evils to prevent:
	Absolutism & Bolshevism

The Peace Settlement
-conditions they were made in:
	Slower communications than present day
	Slower transport
-the Allies had to make a settlement with each defeated nation
-Borders were being redrawn in the conference
	-new nations travelled to Paris to make their case for independence
-Wilson had outlined that self-determination was a right, yet when pressed, he wasn’t sure exactly what it was or how it was manifested
	-Who makes up a nation?
	-Who gets self-government?
	-What powers do they get?
-Wilson later admitted that it was a little more complicated than he had thought

Results:
-Slovaks & Croats were less successful than the Czechs
-Germany was annoyed about the loos of East Prussia
-France won back Alsace & Lorraine
-A demilitarized zone was created between Germany & France

Politics, Culture, and Society in the 1920’s: the New Political Order (November 5th)

The Peace Settlement and the Versailles Treaty
-Many challenges to making Peace
	-concerns about communism
	-reshaping the map
-German Treaty
	-France wanted to see Germany punished
	-The final Treaty of Versailles was over 200 pages long and included 440 clauses
	-Germany was excluded from the negotiations in Paris
-Germans were surprised and outraged by the terms especially after Wilson’s 13 points suggested the terms would be fair
-the treaty was signed in a lavish ceremony in the lavish palace of Versailles
-Harold Nicholson accounts that the two German delegates looked like deathly pale prisoners

Key points of the Treaty:
	-Territorial losses
		-Alsace & Lorraine
		-Eastern Prussia was lost to Prussia
		-North was lost to Denmark
Germany lost 13% of its pre-war territory and 10% of its population (3 million people)
	-War guilt clause
	-Reparations would be decided by 1921
		-France & Britain needed money to repay the United States
	-Remove German Military power
		-mandated that the general staff be dissolved
		-only volunteers would be allowed with longer terms
		-the navy was limited to 12 ships
		-Germany was stripped of its colonies
	-Germany was also forbidden to unite with German segments of the Austro-Hungarian Empire

Results:
	-Germans didn’t feel defeated, and felt they were treated unfairly
	-Civilian government took the blame
	-The Allies never made it into German territory

Pillars of the New Political Order
The League of Nations
	-International Governance
	-It was early agreed upon the need
	-April 1919, the constitution was adopted
	-To promote peace & international cooperation
	-Constitution = Covenant
		-outlined there would be a general assembly & council
		-those who joined pledged to accept territorial settlements from the treaties
		-Problems were supposed to be submitted to the league for arbitration
		-Economic sanctions were permitted on warring countries
		-All decisions were supposed to be unanimous
		-an International Court would be set up
		-International Labor Organization
			-Regulate and harmonize labor organizations
			-Preamble: international peace could only be established on social justice
				-this was a response to the rise of communism
-the hope was that making democratic states more just would make them more accepted
		-Settlements & displacement of people in the war
-the League was unsuccessful in maintaining the peace
	-did well enough policing smaller states in the 1920’s
	-failed in the 1930’s

Reasons for failure:
	-No military power
	-Could only act with unanimous consent
	-leading powers didn’t participate
		-Germany was initially denied entry, even after it was included, it soon withdrew
		-the United States didn’t join
			-Wilson as resisted from within
			-Congress was worried about:	
				Independence
				Involvement in Europe
				Unwilling to submit to international bodies

-The league became powerless to stop Hitler and Mussolini

-The League was centrally involved in the colonies of the defeated powers
	-the United States opposed this 
	-a Mandate system was instituted instead
		-classified the colonies based on “advancement”
			Class A- newly liberated, very advanced, close to independence
					Ie: Syria, Lebanon
			Class B- less advanced, divided up, far from independence
					Ie: Congo, etc.
		-Yet no Class A mandate was given Independence by the beginning of WWII.

Rise & Fall of Democracy
	-France was a leading Democracy
	-Many states had collapsed due to social unrest during the War
		-these became democracies
	-New governments brought new constitutions & laws:
		-they reflected modern liberal ideals
		-power would emanate from the people, not the monarch
	-New constitution in the Republic of Germany
	(Weimar Republic)
		-The Reich’s power was derived from the people
	-Parliaments had more power than ever before
	-The right to vote expanded (often including women)
		Germany, Austria, Czech, US, Britain, Canada 
	-Era of Mass politics
-The early 1920’s were the high points of democracy because:
	-Later, focus shifted to fighting communism rather than fighting for democracy
	-Emergence of authoritarianism
	-Re-emergence of anti-Semitism as political content
	-were skilled at equality in legislation, but not in providing jobs, food, etc.
	-Politicians began to bicker rather than govern
-Results:
	-disillusionment with government
	-general trend towards authoritarianism
		Mussolini 1922
		Hitler 1933

Europe in the 1920’s: Culture and Society

The New Woman
	-la garçonne, the flapper, the modern woman
	-characteristics:
		-dressed differently than before
			-shorter hemlines
			-more body exposed
		-participated in sports
		-drove automobiles
		-smoked in public
		-cut hair differently
	-Hollywood became more popular and influenced this trend
	-Not just how they dressed, how they lived changed
		Drugs & sexual relationships with men and women
The Politics of the New and the Modern
	-Gay and Lesbian bars became more popular
		Example: there were now 80 gay, and 12 lesbian bars in Berlin
	-Cabarets also became more popular
	
-Many parties on the right were offended and determined to clean the city up when they came to power 
		Example: the Nazi Party in Germany

Commemorating the War
	-many people struggled to come to terms with the war
	-methods of commemoration included:
		-building memorials to the fallen soldiers
		-creating new ceremonies and commemorative practices
		-monuments 
			-many French towns raised money to build a war memorial in the town square
				-sometimes these were secular, other times religious
Example: in Strasbourg, there is a statue of Mary holding a soldier
			-national monuments were built in major cities
	-November 11th became a major day of commemoration

Art and Architecture
	Art
	-There was already a shift in art pre-war
		Picasso in Paris abandoned old approached to representation
	-But this expression pre-war was restricted to a cultural avant-garde group (an elite minority)
	-The War & Destruction unleashed new experiments and made old methods seem irrelevant

		Dada Movement
			-emerged in Switzerland, then spread
			-rejected God and reason
			-focused on the absurdity of life
-showed their contempt for traditional art by creating pieces that wouldn’t traditionally be considered art
	Example: the urinal

		Otto Dix
			-looked for new ways to explore the horrors of the front
			-new depictions of women
			-misogyny towards women by the returning artist

		Photomontage- Hannah Hoch
			-was originally with the Dada movement
			-was a modern woman	
			-incorporated everyday things in her are
			-criticized racism and gender 

	Architecture
		-wanted to create new buildings for the new age
		-a style for the modern age
		-designed all aspects of the building to be in unison
			Interior, exterior, and furniture
		-socially committed architects and governments built new housing complexes.

		Reaction: Nazi’s stormed Bauhaus and forced the Architects to flee to America.

The First Decade of Soviet Communism (November 12th)

Introduction/Context
-Building the Communist State wasn’t instant, they had to control a vast Empire, rather than just the main cities.
-Extending control was challenging for many reasons:
	-extending control over vast land mass
	-fighting attempts by others to overthrow them
-trying to create a state never attempted before
	Politically, economically, legally
-Had to instill a common mindset “I am a communist”
-A lot of trial and error was involved
-Many policies made by Lenin were very different than the Stalinist policies
-the role of young people:
	-Soviet Communists believed they could be a solid base of support
		-youth were not accustomed to the old ways
		-they could be taught in schools
		-could support the regime
	Result: often young people were most enthusiastic about implementing policy

Civil War
	-1918-1921
	-In the beginning, the Bolsheviks controlled a relatively small area of the Russian State
-the foreign intervention in the civil war explains why communists became suspicious of the west
-the Red Army also served to teach literacy and communist ideals
-but the peasants weren’t happy about WWI and weren’t happy about a new war
-the Red Army grew so large it was hard to control and supply
	-they faced illness and disease
	-more died from disease and illness than fighting the civil war

What the war was like:
-First European civil war of the 20th century
-Both sides used terror (including murder & rape)
-Cheka used summary justice, executions and took hostages
-there was lots of state-sponsored violence

Results:
-widespread destruction of cities
	-Petrograd was destroyed and people were leaving
	-the populating of 2 million people dropped to 700,000
-brought industry to a standstill
-less urbanized and industrialized than it had been
-severe food shortages
	-hunger
	-famine
-men & women resorted to prostitution
	-estimated 30,000 prostitutes in Petrograd
-dead bodies in the streets no longer attracted attention
	-estimated 20 million Russians died
	-the literacy campaign of the Red Army had effects on the political party
		-military jargon made its way into politics
		-the military uniform became a staple of politicians
		-militarization of Bolshevik politics
			Argued result: summary justice post-war
	-the first experience of government being in wartime had influence over political culture

Creating a New regime under Lenin

The Economy
-Movement from Capitalism to Communism

	Capitalism
	Communism

	-Private ownership of banks, stores, farms
-Owners can profit from them
	-Collective ownership of banks, farms, etc.
-Realistically meant state ownership



-It wasn’t obvious what was the best method to transition and adhere to communism

During the civil war, War Communism was implemented
	-Both ideological and pragmatic
	-tried to nationalize major industries
		In fall 1918, 80% large-scale industry was nationalized
	-Outlawed the private marketing of goods
	-Large peasant population did not want to give their grain to the government
		-government implemented grain requisition
		-soldiers would go in and take the grain
	-Wanted to revolutionize rural organization
		-tried to implement collective farming
		-regarded with suspicion
	-the Bolsheviks won the war
		-but they were left with a devastated country
	-Demobilisation of the Red Army (5 million men)
		-many had no jobs
		-became bandits

New Economic Policy (NEP)
-Grain requisition ended
	-tax in kind
-Some private ownership
-Invited foreign investors to reopen industry
	-this was seen as a partial admission of failure

The Political Sphere
-a dictatorship of the proletariat
-Party in control of the government
-Party State
	-only one political party
	-no effective parliamentary body
	-all debate happened within the party

The Soviet Union from Lenin to Stalin (November 14th)

Society & Culture
-they were trying to build a communist culture where people saw themselves as communists and acted as communists
-factors, people, institutions which tried to contribute to communist culture
-creating a revolutionary society required new approaches to:
	-justice
	-law
	-sex & relationships
-Feminism in the Soviet Union
	-seen to be a possibility of equality between men & women
	-rhetoric of male & female equality which didn’t actually happen
-Communists were not trying to make people equal in front of the law
	-rejected that such equality existed in the democratic society
	-aimed to put the workers on top
	-aimed to create an ideal state for workers
-New regimes:
	-new laws
	-new concepts of justice
		Written into the law that workers would have advantages
	-Judges
		-elected by workers 
		-from the workers
			-the elite only had the right to be judged
	-Opportunities:
		-social origin determined the distribution of:
			University
			Living/ houses
			Jobs
			Votes
Worker’s State
-Bourgeoisie, and the former elite were dubbed state enemies
	-could have their houses taken away
	-many of them left to big cities in Western Europe
-Young people from middle & upper-class families tried to create a new identity
	-they couldn’t benefit from the new regime
	-the regime became vigilant for these young people
-Who benefitted?
	-Young workers became the new elite
		-they weren’t used to the old regime
		-they were willing to embrace radical political projects
-forefront of activism in revolution, volunteers to fight in the Red Army, most enthusiastic about Stalin’s changes
-How would they be educated?
	-Took over schools
	-Curriculum was reoriented to the ideological needs of the party
	-Youth organizations: komsomol and the young pioneers
	-Communist Communes
	-Involved in activities and campaigns
	-public rituals

Binding people to the State
-New flags
-New anthems
-New Holidays
-New rituals designed to replace religion
	-Communist Baptisms and communions
	 	Example: “Octobering” (like a christening)
				-promised to raise child in communism
				-raised by society


Modernism in art & culture in Russia
-Many believed in the communist movement and offered their services
	“Socialist Realism” developed
		-less artistic freedom than the 1920’s
		-were supposed to depict the workers gloriously
		-could be more artistic if you were less political

Stalin- Overview
-Became leader by 1920-death
-Oversaw the attempt to rapidly industrialize and bring about collective farming
-Millions died
-Unleashed the great terror
	Study of Secret Police documents found 19 million arrested, some shot, other sent to the Gulag
-Through WWII
	-able to withstand the Nazis
	-crucial in winning the war
	-emerged as a superpower
	-installed communism across Eastern Europe
	-essential in building the Soviet Structure

Stalin’s Rise to Power
-Important political figure in the Bolshevik Party
-Jailed and exiled by the Tsar
-1912 appointed to the Bolshevik central committee

-1920’s Lenin’s health declined
	-died January 1924
	-resulting power struggle in the party between the Politburo (7 members)
		-the main contest was between Trotsky and Stalin
	-Stalin came out on top
-1927, Stalin expelled his political opponents and their supporters
-Purges in the mid 1930’s
	-expelled and executed
	-even his early allies were murdered
-In principle, the Communist party had no leader, but it was definitely controlled by Stalin

Soviet Economy
-Marxist theory: socialism could not be built on an agrarian base
-Had to decide the best was to industrialize given the context of WWI & the civil war devastating Russia
-Stalin believed they had to catch up
-Stalin decided to rapidly industrialize, and control and coerce the peasantry into grain production



Capitalist and Socialist Economies Face the 1930’s (November 14th)

The Great Depression in the West
	-Economic effects of demobilisation of armies
	-High inflation (especially Germany)
	-Things stabilized by 1924, in 1929the crisis began

Stock Market Crash- 1929
	-American Stock Market
	-9 million Americans had bought stocks and borrowed money to buy those stocks
	-The bubble popped
	-Results:
		-sharp rise in unemployment
		-slowdown in industry
		-effects spread from America
	-Global effects:
		-decline in industrial production
		-decline in steel, etc.	
		-Failed banks and lost savings
		-Falling currencies, some pegged their currencies in an attempt to recover
		-Unemployment rose dramatically:
			22-23% in the UK
			27% in the USA
			29% in Austria
			44% in Germany
		-Farm and food prices fell
		-Stockpiling of foodstuffs that people didn’t want to sell at that price
		-Some starved, where elsewhere food was destroyed

Government Response
	-The common philosophy was to cut spending
	-This was an ineffective policy and caused the economy to retract
	-It also led to distrust in the government

	-The Welfare State pre-WWII
		-No old-age security
		-No national health care
		-Any small benefits often excluded certain groups (women, young men, etc.)

	-Effects of unemployment:
		-Depression amongst men who weren’t able to provide for their household
		-Starvation among women who gave up some or all of their food for their kids
		-Children gave up education to get jobs
			1/4 – 1/3 children were malnourished in Britain, more disease among children
	Side note: many photographers were employed to document the effects of the depression

-evictions of people who couldn’t pay rent
	-activism resulted to fight the evictions
-in Liverpool, people sold their urine for copper production
-especially high youth unemployment
	94.4% of children went into the permanent workforce by the age 14
-attacks on women for taking jobs from men who needed them
-concerns that men can’t enter the workforce resulted in:
	-youth clubs became youth gangs
	-riding the rails
	-didn’t develop the discipline of working
	-susceptible to extreme politics
	-Socialist and far right parties had a spike in support in the 1930’s

The Soviet Union Forges Ahead

Collectivisation
	-1928: grain procurement crisis
		
		Stalin’s response:
		-Believed the Kulak’s (wealthy peasants) were hoarding grain
		-Prosecuted them
		-Searched barns and set up road blocks
		-State forced peasants to give up their farms to farm collectively

		State’s challenge:
		-most land was still farmed by individuals
		-1.2% was collective farming
	
		Their approach:
		-initially collective farming was voluntary
		-proved unsuccessful
		-moved to a drive to eliminate the Kulaks
		-very repressive
		-drove agricultural production to a standstill
		-led to a famine in which 5.5 million people died

		Government Response:
		-refuse to acknowledge the harm
		-framed it as a struggle between the government and the peasant class
		-seen by the government as a necessary cost


Industrialization

-Rapid industrialization
-NEP replaced by a state-owned economy
	-controlled production & distribution of goods 

5 year plans
-priorities for the government
-production targets
-industrial complexes emerged almost instantly 
-workers were constantly encouraged to work more
	-contests
	-poor living conditions
		-apartment buildings for managers
		-tents for lower workers
-the country industrialized in miraculous ways

Stalin’s response:
-he began to boast of industrialization and lack of crisis
-appeals to people in other nations
-made Russia a leading power



Hitler and the end of the Weimer Experiment (November 19th)

Weimar Culture
	-all men and women had the vote
	-social rights
		-8 hour work days
		-unemployment insurance
		-health clinics
		-birth control
		-expanded education and job opportunities
	-building new housing
		-modern housing to reflect modern life
	-cultural, sexual, artistic creativity
		-Germany was the epicentre of this
		-founding of republic unleashed a significant movement in the 20th century

Political Realm
	-Nazis were mostly a fringe party in the Weimar Republic
	-The Weimar Republic lacked support from large parities and ordinary citizens
		-was never seen as legitimate by most of the population or businesses
	Political Contestation in 1920’s
	-parties contested endless elections
	-massive street demonstrations by parties
	-use of media to spread message
	-political violence
		-right wing parties assassinated political figures
			1921 Catholic Centre Party’s leader was assassinated
		-left, German Communist Party
			-tried to establish a worker’s state
			-overthrow the republic
			-Three failed attempts
-The SPD can’t appeal to the Germans because their class rhetoric & revolutionaries are sympathetic to the communists
	-the right’s base:
		-powerful people from business, literati, clerics, wealthy
		-anti-Semitism
		-attacked the Versailles Treaty
		-argued military didn’t lose the war, they were tricked by Jews & Socialists	
			Note: Hitler’s ideology was not new or unusual
	
	The Republic’s Challenges
	-hyper inflation
	-political instability
		13 years, 21 coalitions
	-In the 1928 election, 41 parties ran.  6 major and 8 minor won representation in Reichstag
	-1928, 2.6% of the vote given to the Nazi’s.

National Socialist German Worker’s Party (NSDAP, Nazi Party, Nazi’s)

-War veteran, by 1920’s, Hitler was the uncontested leader of the party
-NSDAP had no respect for the Weimar Republic
-Hitler considered his road to power: polls or revolution.  In the end he employed both methods.

Beer Hall Putsch
-In 1923 the right tried to overthrow the Republic in the Beer Hall Putsch
-they invaded the Beer Hall and captured officials and told them to publicly support Hitler
-Failed and Hitler was sent to jail
	Importance:
		-in prison, he decided to gain power through the system, rather than by overthrowing it
		-in prison he consolidated his ideas in Mein Kampf
			-his mission and view of society
			-provided guidelines for the Third Reich


Hitler’s hatred of the Jews
-Hitler did not accept that the Jews were a religious, not racial group
-Believed Jews were a lower race
-believed they subjugated other races by:
	-Bolshevism
	-Inter-marriage
	-Control of financial capital
-1.5% of the German population was Jewish
	-usually highly assimilated
	-many had served in the war

Other groups Hitler hated
	-the Communists
	-The modern woman
		-they believed women shouldn’t vote
		-believed it was the role of women to create healthy, racially pure babies


The Nazi Rise to Power and the beginnings of a new National Socialist State (November 26th)

Hitler as a Politician
-skilled politician, especially in mass politics
	-use of emotions
	-targeted groups/policies
	-tailored speeches to his audiences
	-use of technology
		-used the airplane for efficient travel & to impress people in rural areas
		-use of film & radio, especially after he came to power
		-Films to make propaganda & to denigrate opponents
		-Radio was well used by Hitler and the minister of propaganda
			-they even subsidized radios to “bring Hitler into your home”
		-Microphone and loudspeaker at speeches

The Nazi Party machine & structure
-Hitler paid little attention to the day-to-day operations of the Nazi Party
-Lieutenants built it up at a national level
-At a local level, the Nazi organisations were critical to the success of the Nazi Party
	-the constant efforts throughout the constant elections by the local supporters
-the Nazi Party image:
	-young
	-modern
	-energetic
-Political methods:
	-violence & intimidation
Auxiliary Political Group: S.A. (brown shirts)
-Nazi Paramilitary Branch
-Meant to impress people with the party’s strength & intimidate others
-Sometimes broke up communist rallies by brawling or beating opponents
-Jews were subject to their harassment
-After the first anti-Jewish boycott, the SA enforced the boycott
-they broke up the Film Premiere of “All quiet on the western front”
	-Nazi’s didn’t like it because it portrayed Germany disfavorably

A note about how historians talk about the members of the SA:
	-they often had a shared political journey
		-WWI soldiers
-then joined the Freikor (organisation to beat down worker uprisings in Poland, dissolved by the Weimar government for being too violent)
-then joined the SA
-One member even went on to run Auschwitz 
 	They never really put down their weapons
		An example of the lasting effects of WWI

Mass Politics

	The Art of Mass Political Gatherings
	-Big meetings in halls and stadiums
		-creates a fervor and people lose themselves
	-Processions “torch lights”
		-Nazi’s created a spectacle
	-Holidays and festivals were created
	
-Nazi’s innovated more in terms of political techniques than political content

Electoral Success

September 1930
	-Hitler gets 18% of the vote
	-this is during the great depression, Germany was hit especially hard
	-unemployment rose dramatically
	-hopelessness and fear spread
	-German Weimar system cut spending
		-this made the problem worse
		-people lost faith in democracy

July 1932
	-37.3% of the vote
	-their best result under free and fair elections

The Nazi Voter Base:
	-Lower, middle class were most likely to vote for Hitler
	-University students were also very likely to vote for Hitler
		-huge source of support
		-participated in book burnings after he took power

Article 48
-Article 48 in the Weimar Constitution gave the President (Hindenburg) the power to call a state of emergency and rule by decree
	-this undermined democracy in Germany
	-Hitler was then appointed Chancellor by powerful men who thought they could control him
		SPOILER ALERT: they couldn’t

Consolidation of power in the Nazi State

Fire in February
	-the Parliament (Reichstag) was burned down
	-Hitler blamed the Communists
		-arrested the communists
		-suspended civil liberties
	-New election
		-Hitler got more support, but still not 50%
	-He passed the enabling act
		-it allowed Hitler to rule on his own authority
		-began “bringing into line”
		-purged the civil service (removed the racially impure)
			This happened at all levels, from the upper bureaucracy to the local pool
	-Moved to wipeout political opposition
		-outlawed parties
		-arrests and harassment
-the Prison couldn’t hold all of the people, so concentration camps were built to hold the political prisoners (Dachau)
-Communists were the main opponents of Nazism and Fascism
	-many people joined Communism just to oppose the Fascists
-Sex reformers also opposed them (Women, gay, and abortion rights activists)
	-these books were among the first to be burned
-The Nazi party declared themselves the only legal party in Spring 1933
	-dissolved other parties and their organizations

-Only two groups remained which could oppose Hitler: the SA and the German Army
		-In 1934, the Party and Army get together to purge the SA
-When Hindenburg dies, Hitler merges the offices of President and Chancellor

Dismantling the Weimar Democracy and Creating a Nazi State (November 28th)

The Process of dismantling Weimar
	-they didn’t try to overthrow the state
		-worked through the electoral state
	-dismantled legal structure step by step
		-harassment of opponents
		-passed new laws which violated and nullified the earlier constitution and laws

Effect in Politics and Culture
	-arrested & harassed politicians
	-forced persuasion of parties to dissolve themselves
	-law passed to make Nazi party the only legal party
Attempts to make a new party or continue an old one were punishable by arrest and three years in prison
	
	Culture
		-Nazi’s abolished other rights and freedoms
			-Freedom of the press
				-non-Nazi newspapers closed down or taken over
				-associations (of journalists or publishers) taken over
-law is passed making journalists responsible to the state, not their publisher
			-Freedom of speech
				-Writers, thinkers & artists were censored
					B. Brecht and T. Mann prohibited from publishing
				-Targeted modern artists
-some Historians wonder if Hitler’s lack of admission to the Art School in Vienna because his sketches weren’t “modern” enough, contributed to his hatred.
-he hosted exhibitions of modern art to make fun of it, it was “degenerate art”
-modernist composers and musicians were fired and mocked
-German theatre was censored
-Films had to be approved by the government
Even Mickey Mouse was censored, but due to his popularity, he was later allowed

	Laws, Legal System and Justice
		-Nazi’s altered the role of the law and what Justice would mean in Germany
		-It was no longer meant to protect Germans against the state
		-The Nazi State was demanding new power over individuals and their lives
		-Law actively discriminated against people

	Nazi Laws against German Jews
		-They were set about to define who was a Jew
		-Heavily regulated their lives
		-Hitler considered them a threat to German racial purity
	
The Nuremberg Laws on racial purity
	-passed in 1935
	-who is Jewish:
		-3 Jewish Grandparents
		-2 Jewish Grandparents and part of a religious organisation
		-married to a Jew
	-laws passed on how a Jew would be treated
		-only Germans were citizens (not Jews)
		-Jews were now state subjects and had no rights
		-marriage and sex between Jews & Germans was illegal
		-Jewish households couldn’t raise the German flag
		-not allowed to participate in the Nazi organisation
		-limits on the jobs they could work
		-State-sponsored harassment of Jewish businesses

Berlin Olympics
	-anti-Semitism was hidden in the months surrounding the games
		-cleaned up hateful graffiti
		-removed signs that said “Jews not wanted”
	-After the Olympics, anti-Semitism picked up again
	-More jobs banned Jews
	-anti-Semitic board games and stories created

Other efforts to purify the race
	-considered racially impure if:
		-handicapped
		-developmentally challenged
		-gay
		-prostitute
-those who were racially pure encouraged to have children.  Racially impure encouraged not to
-Classes on “racial science” and how to choose a mate
-mandatory sterilisations for the racially impure
-eugenics courts formed
-nurses had to report genetically defective
	-estimated 375,000 people sterilized
	-required the willing participation of thousands of doctors and nurses


Creating a new society in Nazi Germany

Nazi efforts with respect to the young
	-great attention paid to making children Nazi’s
	-Misogyny
		-focus on young me and boys
		-bombarded them with Nazi propaganda and values
		-in primary schools, youth organisations, and military
	-the Nazi’s in many ways were preparing for another war
		-wanted the boys to become tough, thin and athletic
		-soldiers for the Nazi Regime

How ideas were disseminated
	-schools were the way that the state interacted with the masses
		-the curriculum was altered
		-new textbooks distributed
		-emphasis on physical fitness
		-rewrote German History
		-new Biology
		-even in mathematics
-97% of teachers came from the National Socialist Teachers Union which required them to have a certified racially pure background
-86% of German Youth were part of the Hitler Youth
	-it wasn’t mandatory, but Hitler then made it mandatory


Crisis of Democracy in Interwar Europe

The Rise and Fall of Democracy in the 1920’s and early 1930’s
-Post WWI, Democracy seemed ascendant
	Consequences of WWI
		-Governments collapsed in Russia, A-H
		-New States emerged from these empires and became democracies
		-13 republics by 1918
			-constitutions
			-institutions established
				-based on liberal principles
				-based on individual’s sovereignty and protection from the state
				-more Europeans could vote
					Exceptions: France and Italy
-in the 1920’s, governments started democratic, and some now moved towards more fascist governments
	Mussolini in Italy

Mussolini in Italy
-Attacked democracy in Europe
	-attacked liberalism
	-Mussolini saw it as a right, fascist century
	-not restricted to Italy

Other examples
Spain
	-military coup
	-republic established
	-attempted coup
	-civil war
Portugal
	-military coup d’état
Poland
	-military coup
Austria
	-authoritarian catholic corporate government
 *only Czechoslovakia functioned as a democracy through the 1920’s

Why democracy was short lived in Europe
-no history of democracy to draw on
-frustrations with how the system worked
-political parties questioned elections
	-perceived bickering
	-political instability
	-most governments couldn’t last a full year
		-this didn’t allow for political achievements
			-resulted in even less confidence
	-people wanted a strong leader

European Democracies facing depression
	-production dropped
	-human suffering was quite pronounced
	-welfare, unemployment, etc. didn’t yet exist
	-democratic governments struggled to respond

In Britain and France
	-leaders relied on classical liberal economics
		-meant they should try not to interfere
	-the opinion was that things would self-correct
	-Government sought deflation- cutting spending to balance budgets
	-Cut funding from:
		-schools
		-benefits & wages of government employees
	-Tariffs imposed on goods
	-Laissez-faire approach failed
	-Unemployment rose

Sweden
	-tried to grow population & deal with the recession
	-Government became more active in the work of the economy
		-tax on the rich in return for stability
		-benefits
		-wages
		-consumer cooperatives
		-found ways to help pay for having children
			-prenatal care
			-births in hospitals
			-subsidized houses for big families
			-payments to mothers
-post WWII, Western states shift to adopt this approach, but in this period in history, Sweden is still the exception to the rule

Larger problems & new challenges to democracy
-many people became less enthusiastic about democracy
-other political experiments seemed to be more successful in other countries
-people didn’t necessarily hear about the downsides of the communist state
-communist parties would join coalitions with socialists to protect democracy against fascism
-Nazi’s practiced what scholars call “Fascist Capitalism”, where the state has a larger role in directing the economy

Ideological division at the World’s fair in 1937
-Most remembered for the ideological divisions prominently displayed at the fair
	-Huge pavilions were built
	-Particularly the Nazi and Communist pavilions faced off at the entrance to the Fair.

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/66/La_Tour_Eiffel_en_1937_contrast.png/250px-La_Tour_Eiffel_en_1937_contrast.png]


image1.png




