
What’s the Politics Here?

1. Ethics woven to public duty: self situated in larger community
a. taken for granted: public participation
b. conservative? Apology for existing order? Practical consequences = follow customs, laws of society
2. Focus on political thought, public virtue/moral philosophy 
a. not a political institutions
b. advice: wisdom, virtue, manners; self- control, modesty
3. Powerful Historical Political Significance
a. 13th/14th c. Renaissance political thought
b. distinctive genre social/political thought: mirror for princes: what virtues good leaders should possess
c. Birth of political science: speaking and governing well-> art of speaking well, ruling according to proper political rules
· ethics implies politics
· physics grounds ethics
1. Physics grounds ethics
· everything in universe composed of
· matter
· cause: divine reason, creative, god, divine power 
· world is organic whole, we are all members
· organic-informed by actively forming principle: supreme providence- various descriptions
· creative reason, soul, reason, spirit, divine spirit, gods
· this spirit is force inside us all, directs us
· whatever happens: orchestrated by nature for good of whole- coherence of overall harmony, divine providence 
Human Nature is Rational= Duty To Live According to Nature

Motto: live in accordance with nature

What’s peculiar to human: creative reason, divine spirit

· resides with us, guards us and watches us in the evil and good we do
· his spirit and the perfection of his reason in that spirit, for man is a rational animal/. Man’s ideal state is realized. (p88-89)
· Stoic duty: resign oneself completely, without compliant
· do not set too high value on what comes by fortune - luck
Duty to others, friendship, craving for society

Today: rational nature= self interest, moral egoism

Stoics: reason implies duties, kindness to others, political aspiration

not to self alone

Do I give you the impression that I advocate a life of inactivity

distaste for solitude..craving for society...seeking friendship

Augustine Historical Context

· Roman history: 2 periods
· 509BCE-27CE: Republic - power in Senate and people
· power shifts away from the Senate and from this singe person
· ruled the Western World
· greatest Empire-> also experienced difficulties, invasions
· city of god written to defend Christianity against Roman aristocratic belief that Rome fell because aristocratic belief that Roman fell because it was morally weak
· treats political heroes with tremendous care: his audience is Roman aristocracy
· Refutes: Christianity turns love of identity away from earthly city to heavenly city= withdraws from politics
· goal: shows Christians have an interest in this world but not of this world
BOOKS I-V

· Roman civic religion gods aren’t responsible for Rome’s prosperity / power
· Christians contributed to the strength of the empire, not its weakness
Themes: i-VI

· barbarians spared Christians and others in his name
· no other case in history where invaders spared those they found taking refuge in the temples of their gods
· survey of Roman history: disaster had befallen Rome long before Christianity 
· blame pagan gods for moral decline- no concern for moral character
· blame pagan gods for destruction, disaster, civil wars
· cites famous Cicero-why Pagan Gods not stop ruin and loss of republic 
Stoics vs Augustine

· stoic view- very optimistic
· moral order built into universe
· our city, self, is just insofar as it is in line with this order
· human ability to discover with reason - capable of arranging ethical lives according to this order
· optimism: we can make ourselves good by practicing spiritual exercises and arranging our lives
Augustine

· humans are born in sin- inherit wounded nature
· incapable of grasping moral order
· if we could grasp it, can’t bring ourselves or polis in line
· humanity will be liberated from passions only when all sin has been washed away and ended
· washed away with sacraments - are important- enter city of god
· free of sin: 
· if you want to be truly happy you have to live in the City of God
Augustine on Free Will

· V. p. 38
· Gods knows everything before it happens...meaningless
· so both free will and omniscience are compatible 
· god foreknows knows what we will but
· doesn’t cause us to will
· Knows all but does not cause all
· my acts are caused by my will
What causes will

· nothing - uncaused cause of evil in the world
· so God is absolved from all blame
Why Rome was Great?

· a reward
· 3 possible explanations: chance, fate and virtue
· whether they sought human glory or worse domination= God’s rewards
· romans were good according to a certain earthly standard
· G’s reward for Romans’ moral character of forms of vice less bad; pursued common good
· still not their efforts -G’s providence brings results
An Example for Christians

· Rome is a kind example for Christians so that
· V.16 p.41
· but compare this to the rewards of the city of God
Augustine: Instrumental Idea of Politics

· “virtue is not true when it serves human glory.”
· Romans had virtue, but not true virtue, nevertheless
· political order is not virtuous; it is a good only instrumentally; for us as pilgrims on our way to heaven 
Why Rome was Great?

· the power to dominate is not given to even these men except by the providence of the most high God, when he judges that the condition of human affairs is worthy of such masters
Augustine on Political Order

· starting premises: we want to overcome human conditions-of disorder, unhappiness
·  Cicero on Justice:
· order without justice isn’t politics, but like organized gang of criminals
· Cicero- republic= affair of the people
· fellowship united through consensus concerning right and a sharing of advantage
· republic cannot be ruled without justice- exists when people governed well and justly
· acknowledges that certain sort of republic did exist and it was directed better by the earlier by the Romans than the later ones
· Nevertheless, true justice does not exist except in the republic whose founder and ruler is Christ
· we only find true justice in the City of God and partially realized in the Church
· furthermore justice is a virtue which distributes to everyone his due
Conclusion about Earthly Politics

· no justice, no fellowship united in consensus on what is right or mutually beneficial
· no earthly political order can be based on true justice, therefore cannot be right or virtuous
Where and What is the City of God

· not just happen, but partly on earth in the church amongst faithful followers- who follow spiritual path not temporal
· numerous references: city has part which is
· morals, who have journey’s here
· makes references to an earthly part
· Protestant Reformation 
· you have to belong to a church
· you are not a Christian if you are not
· journey/journeys
· who’ll eventually be united with citizens of heavenly city
· XII.9 p.87
· for the sake of Christians people, in which the city of God journeys on earth
· city: single society “we call the holy and heavenly” XXII.1
Role of the Catholic Church

· even now the church is the kingdom of Christ and the kingdom of heaven
· the church reigns with Christ among the living and the dead as it does even now. As the apostle says, Christ died so that he might rule both the living and the dead”
What Motives, Virtues should Christians Pursue?

Questions: to enter the city og god how should one live?

· what virtues, what motives should in these journeys
· compared to the earthly city?
· rewards in each city?
Example:

· some live according to flesh and others...to spirit
- humility is especially recommended in the city of god as it journeys in this world

citizens of the earthly city are produced through a nature corrupted by sin, but citizens of the heavenly city by grace which liberates us from sin

Augustine on Politics

Christian motive to serve: entry to City of God

· love of God, eternal life, “the company of angels”
· not temporal joy, human glory, domination, empty praise
· serve with piety, compassion, humility, mercy, suppress pride
· duty to spread faith, by war if necessary
do not read 202-256

compare seneca and Augustine: similarities and differences

Human Law

- human have an natural inclination towards virtue and the good

but actualizing, perfecting, virtuous/ good life requires some training

this role for law: practice makes perfect

· trains  us to achieve natural innate disposition
· reforms habitual disposition- no longer need force and fear of punishment- become virtuous
· i order that human beings live in peace and have virtue
· note citation of Aristotle thesis Politics, that humans are political animals: if cut off from law and justice, the worst of all animals
Divine Law

· HL codes don;t regulate all ranges of human activity, so we need DL to regulate complexity of human life
1. Directs is to ultimate sueornatural end in way NL cannot- God gives “additional law that partakes of etnernal law in a higer way.”
2. Resolves disputes- uncertain human judgement
3. Humans can judge only “sensibly perceptible external acts not hidden internal movements.”
4. Morality needs regulation: HL cannot punish prohibit all evil deed - need DL forbidden sins
Obedience and Political Classification

Is Disobedience and Rebellion Justified?

· Q104, p. 173-185
· Q42, p.188-189
· right, just regime, p.203-207
FINAL EXAM
· Seneca: Letter form a Stoic
· Augustine: City of God
· Aquinas: On law, Morality and Politics
· pg 1-69, 173-185, Q42, p188-189
· on kingship & how to prevent kings lapsing into tyranny pp.203-2110
· keywordsm
· essay
· multiple choice
Seneca
· universe, society, politics
· human nature, obstacles to realizing and how we actualize nature, apatheia
· luck, fortune
· education: role of philosophy and liberal arts
Augustine- two cities- similarities and differences
· general theme and purpose of book
· understanding of universe, providence, human nature, free will
· Christian and non- Christian motivations and virtues, luck, fortune
· on peace, political order , slavery, patriarchy, tyranny 
Aquinas
· method
· human nature, obstacles to realizing and how we actualize
· theory of ethics and law- 4 different laws
· on obedience and disobedience

