Lecture 1: Introduction – The Cross-Cultural Approach 
· Occult: hiding something, hidden meaning

· Magic (k): manipulating powerful forces

· Slight on hand (stage magic), distraction, entertainment 

· Hand is faster than the eye

· Force that surrounds us and can only be used by those who are trained as it is occulted 

· Similar to electricity 

· Magical will ( must be trained to use

· Religion: systemic belief 

· Supreme being higher than the human being (Canada)

· Many claim they aren’t religious as they aren’t part of an institution but have spiritual beliefs 

· Spiritual beliefs are part of religion

· Culture: 

· Not biologically programmed 

· Taboo/taby ( based on identity 

· Teaches us identity and how to live as human beings 

· Social constructs 

· We embed culture at a young age

· Culture shock ( culture opposed from ours

· Witch (5 categories)

1. Anthropological 

· Shaman (witch doctor): comes from Tungus people; one who controls/masters spirits 

· White males ( if not there religion…considered witchcraft; one point of view

2. Historical

· In lead with the devil 

· Witch hunting/burning 

· Evil doers 

· Warlock = male witch

3. Religious 

· Description of a person’s spirituality (Witch instead of example: Jew, catholic)

· 1950-1960

· Wiccah 

4. Feminist/goddess 

· Political statement/identity  for women (represents power)

· 1970

5. Satanist 

· 1966

· Anthropology is the study of humanity. Anthropologists study human societies as integrated wholes, an approach called holism. This approach is seen in the broad scope of anthropology, archaeology, linguistics, and cultural anthropology. This approach requires that societies be studied over long periods of time, during which the investigator lives within the community and participates in the lives of the people under study, a technique known as participant observation. The final product is an ethnography, a descriptive study of a human society. 

· An outside observer of a community usually imposes his or her system on analysis on the group under study (etic perspective). It is natural to use one’s own society as a basis for interpreting and judging other societies, a tendency called ethnocentrism. Many anthropologists attempt to see the world through the eyes of the people being studied (emic perspective) and describe and understand people’s customs and ideas but do not judge them, an approach called cultural relativism. The goal is to study what people believe, not whether or nor what they believe is true. 

· A central concept in anthropology is culture. In 1871, Taylor wrote, “Culture… is that complex whole, which includes knowledge, belief, art, morals, laws, customs, and any other capacities and habits acquired by man as a member of society.” Culture includes all aspects of the human experience that are passed down from generation to generation. Culture gives means to reality; we live in a real, physical world, but our minds interpret this would though a cultural lens and even create new realties. 

· Religion is a difficult concept to define when we try and include all human societies. An analytic definition focuses on the way in which religion manifests itself or is expressed in a culture. A functional definition is concerned with the role that religion plays in society. Finally, an essentialist definition looks at what the essential nature of religion is and emphasizes that fact that religion is the domain of the extraordinary. Our definition looks at religion as a set of cultural beliefs and practices that usually include a basic set of characteristics and draws on elements of all three of these approaches. 

· There have been many theoretical approaches to the study of religion. The evolutionary approach, developed in the late 1800s, focused on the questions of when and how religions began and how they evolved from the simplex to the complex. This evolution was seen as a natural consequence of human nature, and the religions of “primitive” peoples were remnants of an earlier, simpler evolutionary stage. Early religions included animism, the belief in spirits and ghosts, and animatism, the belief in a generalized supernatural force. 

· The Marxist approach is based on the writing of Karl Marx, who saw religion as being a construction of those in power, designed to divert people’s attention from the miseries of their lives. This misery was seen as being the result of exploitation of the masses by those in power under the capitalist system. He saw religion both as a means of compensation and as a way og getting people to go along with a capitalist culture that is not in their best interests. 

· The functional approach asks the question: What does religion do? For example, Malinowski concluded that magic functions to provide control and certainty in an otherwise uncertain situation. The interpretive approach is associated with Clifford Geertz who believed that the task of anthropologists was to make sense   of cultural systems by studying meaning. He described religion as a cluster of symbols that provides a charter for a culture’s ideas, values, and way of life.  Religious symbols help explain human existence by giving it an ultimate meaning. The psychosocial approach is concerned with the relationship between culture and personality and the connection between the society and the individual. 

· Many theorists have suggested that religion is a by-product of the functioning and evolution of the human brain. The brain is capable of creating new realities. The theory of mind is the idea that one knows what is going on in another person’s mind. This leads to the attribution of humanlike qualities to nonhuman entities and forces, the basis for the development of a belief in spirit beings. Thus we infer purpose, goals, intention, and design throughout the universe. 

Lecture 2: The Magician and the Priest 

· Ritual:

· Series of routinized activites 

· Systems of actions in a certain order that are repeated 

· Example: order of procedures in church 

· Not always religious (OCD)

· Most are related to faith/belief

· Example: Tapping goalie’s pad ( this is a ritual for good luck 

· Myth(ology):

· Origin greek

· MUTHOS

· Words depending on culture

· More than one word/meaning of interpretation 

· Example: 9 million = more than one can imagine (does not literally mean 9 million) 

· LOGOS

· No confusion to what it means 

· Very clear

· No interpretation needed

· Example: Banana, chalk, paper 

· An untruth, a lie, a fib

· Sacred origin text 

· Mythology 

· Study of the sacred texts 

· Legend

· Not sacred, they are teaching stories 

· Explain a local phenomena

· Example: Why the river bends this way  

· Localized

· Normally slightly true  

· Folk tale 

· Fairy tales, fables 

· NOT true

· “Once upon a time” ( “Happily ever after” 

· Teaches lessons

· Example: Little Red Riding Hood 

· Cosmology 

· AKA world view 

· How we believe the world is constructed

· What is important/not important 

· Is everything equal? 

· Is derived from sacred mythology 

· Example: Top of pyramid: God ( angels/divine figures ( humans ( dogs/animals ( bottom of pyramid: flora (weeds, grass, trees)  

· Axiology 

· “Bumper sticker saying” 

· Statement about the would and of how people should be 

· Example: Do to others as you would do to them 

· Value system

· Is shaped by world views ( which is interpreted by the sacred text

· What is important & has value 
· What is a good way to live as a human being 

· Transcendent 

· Outside/beyond the would/physical plane 

· Location of the divine 

· Example: “Where is God?” “In heaven”

· Immanent 

· In the world

· Divine is in the “here and now” 

· Classical profiles:

· Witch 

· Accusation (historical witches) 

· Waer loga (oath breaker) ( AKA War lock 

· Female, evil, old 

· Power derived from Satan 

· “Glammer on” = appearing as a person desires in order to seduce men 

· Magician/wizard 

· Male, often good, old

· Derives knowledge from study/education (explains why they are old) 

· Reverse Witch’s spells

· Sorcerer (ess) 

· Both male & female, young & old, good or evil 

· Do not derive power from Satan, God, or knowledge 

· Sorc (latin) ( meaning = fate 

· Read and/or affect fate by interpretation 

· Passed down in family/lineage 

· The ways a society perceives and interprets its reality is known as its worldview. The worldview provides and understanding of how the world works; it forms the template for thought and behaviour; and it provides a basic understanding of the origin and nature of humankind and its relationship to the world. People express their worldviews in stories. 

· Myths are sacred stories that tell of the origin of the world and humankind, the existence and activities of gods and spirits, the origin of human traditions, and the nature of illness and death. They tell how to behave and how to distinguish good from evil. Myths are thought to recount real historical events that took place in the remote past. They provide the basis for religious beliefs and practices. 

· Myth can be both written and oral. Written forms tend to be very stable through time, and changes that do occur are usually deliberate changes that are the consequences of translation or scholarly discourse about the meaning of particular words and passages. Oral texts are recited, and this recitation often has the characteristics of performance. One of the consequences of the oral transmission of stories it that they are frequently unconsciously altered with each generation, which explains the existence of different versions of the same myth within a society. 

· There are many ways of interpreting myths. Functional analysis sees myths as forces that help to maintain the society. Structural analysis focuses on the underlying structure of myths. The psychoanalytic approach sees myths as symbolically expressing unconscious wishes. 

· Certain basic themes are common throughout the world. Origin myths provide answers to the questions: Who are we? Why are we here? What is our relationship to the world? These stories play an important role in laying out the culture’s worldview. One common element is the birth metaphor, in which the world is born from a god or goddess or by creation out of chaos, darkness, or the void. Apocalyptic myths tell us of the past or future destruction of the world. 

· Tricksters are part human, part animal. They are adventurers, seekers of sexual pleasures, lazy, dishonest, and impulsive. Yet tricksters are responsible for creating or bringing into the world many elements, often as a by-product of some other activity. Hero myths are stories about culture heroes who, through knowledge and mastery of certain skills, are able to bring about marvellous results.

· The Goddess:

· Main focus of ritual for most neo-Pagans (especially Wiccans & Dianics)

· Feminist goddess worship, triple goddess

· She is the Earth Mother ( she is the earth we live on & the nature in which her creatures are deeply embedded 

· AKA Gaia (name of ancient Greek earth goddess) 

· Goddess is immanent ( present within ( she is in the world and in all the creatures & things of the world 

· Luna (the moon) is one of the most important manifestations of the goddess 

· Reconstructing Celtic Spirituality in Europe

· New traditions created & older ones restored 

· Deities expressed as nature, forces 

· Practices: Tying strips of cloth on holy trees, overlooking a holy well

· Some practices are seen today as superstition, & some have been adopted into Christianity 

· Pre-existing traditions have been reconstructed into a acceptable form for the present day 

· Many practices of Neo-pagan are currently still practiced today 

· The Ritual Year: Neo-Pagan Holidays & Festivals 

· Follow season change (8 total)

· The modern wheel of the year ( neo-pagan practice for celebrating the 4 solar holidays & the 4 cross-quarter days (beginning of a new season)

· Seasonal festivals that reflect the agricultural or natural procession of the year in a temperature climate or to ritually express the myths that have become attached to those days

Lecture 3: The Figure of the Witch

· Religiosity

· Ways of being religion 

· Hunter-gatherers

· AKA primitive individuals 

· Simple people 

· Live “light” off the land 

· Food source: hunted & gathered 

· Are small communities (rarely more than 10 people) 

· Adjust to seasons & follow animal migration ( food source 

· Play duo-roles ( medicine, cooking, herbalist 

· Nomadic/semi-nomadic 

· Shaman: everything that is alive has spirituality (spirit to spirit communication) 

· Belief: not to over-hunt one circuit, they do not exploit nature as nature can exploit them ( balance = very important 

· Time ( Linear vs. Cyclical 

· Cyclical (circular): recognizing cycles that repeat (holidays planned around the cycle)

· Linear: peoples of the book/Abrahamic, primarily a hallmark of the 3 faiths

· Creation story (Hunters/gathers don’t have) 

· Based on sacred texts

· Agrarian/agriculturalist 

· Planting, domestication of animals 

· Cross breeding ( desired/important traits 

· Do not move around as much because they have to monitor crops/tend the garden ( not very mobile 

· Weather = only factor that is not controllable/ unpredictable

· No 2-way relationship (gods or spirits & people) 

· Items of value (money, tokens)  

· Urban 

· 4500 years ago ( 2000-3000 people 

· Hierarchy ( specialization (certain people have certain roles) 

· Domestic animals = not likely to roam ( are kept in one place to be raised; can be dangerous if a person is not trained in how to deal/care for them

· Monotheist 

· One who believes in one god

· A single divine, theist = male 

· Example: Christianism, Judaism 

· Polytheist 

· Believes in many gods 

· Example: Romans ( worshiped different Gods from different religions. Current geographic location can cause the worship of other Gods

· Pantheist 

· A collection of gods

· Only worship their set of gods 

· Example: Greeks  

· Animist 

· Believes that there are spirits in everything; Shaman is a type of Animism 

· Heresy 

· Acting/believing that contrasts a religious institution 

· Wrong act/thought according to a religion 

· Treason  

· Actions & beliefs that run contrary to the state (government) according to law/court

· The idea of witchcraft as an evil force bringing misfortune to members of a community is found in a great number of societies throughout the world. Unlike sorcerers, who perform magic rituals to achieve their evil ends, witches simply will death and destruction and it happens, for the course of this evil is a supernatural power that lies within the body of the witch. Witches possess personal characteristics that are the antithesus if those that characterize a good, moral person. The concept of witchcraft in small-scale societies is largely based on the work of E.E. Evans-Pritchard among the Azande of the Sudan. Evans-Pritchard believes that witchcraft serves three functions: it provides explanation for the unexplainable; it provides a set of cultural behaviours for dealing with misfortune; and it serves to define morality. 

· Ideas of witchcraft in Europe were influenced by Christian ideas about the nature of evil. Christianity accepts the existence of an evil spirit, known as Satan or the Devil. In this belief system, witches are individuals whose evil power originates with a pact with the Devil. In Europe, witchcraft beliefs were merged with sorcery. Sorcery became associated with the invocation of spirits, which was defined as being hostile to God. Anyone doing this form of magic was seen as calling on the servants of Satan. Magic and witchcraft became not just crimes against society, but heresy- crimes against God. The period known as the Witchcraze began at the end if the Middle Ages and lasted for about 200 years. In Euro-American witchcraft beliefs, witches define all that is wrong and immoral. People who exhibit antisocial behaviour are the most likely targets of witchcraft accusations. Witches also fulfill our unconscious need to blame someone for the misfortunes that we experience in our daily lives. In general, patterns of witchcraft accusations reflect deeply felt conflicts and divisions in a society. 

· Burning Times

· “Women’s holocaust” 

· Occurred after reformation 

· Great European Witch hunt ( 15,000 recorded deaths ( estimation of 40,000 – 60,000 deaths 

· Mystery Religion 

· Defined as a secret initiatory religion organized around ritual enactment of a particular myth 

· Rituals are sometimes enhanced by fasting, flogging, beholding sacred objects or use of enthogens (hallucinogens) ( cause a shift in state of consciousness 

· Witch 

· Several possible meanings 

· Anthropology ( Sorcerer, “witch doctors” AHA shamans

· History ( during the burning times/witch hunts

· Politics ( wild women free of male hierarchy’s expectations (WICCA & W.I.T.C.H)… their philosophies were exclusively political & social rather then religious in nature 

· Neo-pagans ( # of participants in neo-pagan movement; claim to be accused of being witches by the Inquisition; claiming themselves the heritage (real or imagined) of the folk healers & midwives 

· Satanists ( Church of Satan (neo-Satanic organization) 

Week 4: The Figure of the Witch

· Syncretism

· Aspects/characteristics of different religions

· Different (one or more) practice(s) that get blended together 

· Syncretic religion: roots are traceable, can pin point practices & which religion they originate from 

· Sikhism:

· Origin: India 

· Mix of Islam & Hinduism 

· Adi Granth ( the great writings of Sikhism – holy book 

· Combined wisdom teachings from each faith  

· Fundamentalist 

· To adhere to the core values/teachings of a religion 

· If you follow the most basic values of a religion, you are a fundamentalist 

· Metaphor 

· All religious texts = in metaphor language 

· Not an exclusive comparison (like a simile) 

· Are culture based (implied meaning) 

· They sound like a surface fact 

· Full of entailment (the decoding of the statement allows you to understand the entailment) ( example: turkey date

· 9 million ( more than the human can comprehend – not a literal #

· Zorastrian 

· Oldest religion outside of Australia in the world 

· Dying off slowly 

· You have to be born into it 

· Binaries (opposites) 

· Perfect world: total balance of good & evil

· God wins or Satan wins

· Pagan

· “Behind the times”

· The witch burnings did not happen during the medieval times

· The witch hunting started after the middle/medieval ages ( 1450 CE until 1750 (reformation) 

· Starts @ renaissance (1450)

· Huntings ended @ Scientific Revolution 

· Religion of the spirits 

· Many = goddess 

· 85% of burnings = women 

· Wise women, healers ( seen as witches 

· Women were primarily physicians; if they had not studied, they were accused of being witches and were killed 

· Population of women was increasing ( due to war & disease

· Women lived longer & were more immune to disease

· Old women = suspicious ( killed as accused of witchcraft 

· Children were also burned 

· Cost for trial & imprisonment generated jobs (lawyers, judges)

· The accused assets were taken, cost used

Lecture 5: The War of the Secret Societies

· Malleus Maleficarum 

· The hammer against witches (evil-doers) 

· One of the earliest mass produced texts 

· Many could not read (illiterate) ( hired Wizards to read 

· Witch hunters would follow practices of text in order to locate “Witches”

· Many accusations = driven by jealousy 

· Powerful people were not accused 

· Catholic vs. Protestant 

· King Henry – 1st wife & daughter = catholic

· Henry leaves wife & catholic faith as Pope would not grant divorce ( start of religious war & witch hunt  

· King Henry – 2nd wife & daughter = protestant 

· Queen Elizabeth = faith defender 

· Religious beliefs = individual conscious 

· Witch hunts ( took place during catholic & protestant war – both sides accused each other of witchcraft 

· Scientific revolution = end of witch hunts

· “Prove it” act came into place 

· Stopped around 1700s 

· Lodges & Secret societies 

· Groups of men who get together to study occults in a philosophical & scientific way in order to understand the world 

· Secret societies = mostly men 

· Canadian law ( one put in place today involving medians & fraud 

· Germany & Australia = increasing # of secret societies

· Creative countries of the West

· Great scientists & composers 

· Thule society: investigation in cult & race theory; a secret society 

· Hitler embraced all the beliefs of Thule society & revolutionized & took over it 

· Blood flag: flag with blood of Hitler’s troops; 16 men killed by police (“saints” of super race) 

· Religion of “The Blood”: the blood flag was used in ceremonies to “bless/activate” new flags by touch 

· Runes: letters; form of lettering system (2 side by side lightning bolts = power, storm troopers; asterisk = warning/danger)  

· Movie: Nazis – The Occult Conspiracy 

· Atlantis ( mythical superior beings

· Atlantis thought to be in the mountains in Tibet 

· Natzi doctors did full body inspections of Tibet people 

· Natzis killed people & used their bodies for experiments 

· Natzis used elite/selective breeding to breed tall, buff, blonde haired, blue eyed warriors ( warriors had to be “pure-blood” 

· Hitler insisted on polygamy (man with multiple wives) ( in order to have as many babies as possible 

· Womens only purpose = child bearer/ breeders 

· 11 000 Natzi babies (1935-1945) ( most babies did not know their real parents 

· 2000 Polish babies = kidnapped & raised in SS camps 

· “Blood of people carried the soul of the race” 

· People with health problems = executed (with legal injections) ( “freeing soul from demented body” 

· Against law to have sex with a Jew 

· German Jews were stripped of their German citizenship 

· Hitler destroyed all other occults 

· “Lebensbom” ( fountain of life 

· Men can have multiple wives in order to bear as many children as possible 

· A religious ritual is a standardized, repetitive sequence of activities that involves the manipulation of religious symbols such as prayers, offerings, and readings of sacred literature. Rituals are often based on and are sanctioned in myths that articulate the underlying worldview of a culture, and these tenets are embedded in the rituals that are performed by a society. Perspective rituals are ones that are required to be performed by some religious authority; situational rituals are performed because of a particular need of an individual or a community. Periodic rituals are performed as part of a religious calendar; occasional rituals are performed when a particular need arises. 

· There are many types of rituals. Technological rituals attempt to influence or control nature, such as hunting and gathering ties of intensification that influence nature in the quest for food, protective rituals that serve to protect individuals in some dangerous or unpredictable activity, and divination rituals. Therapy rituals are healing rituals; anti-therapy rituals are performed to bring about illness and death. Ideological rituals serve to maintain the normal functioning of a society. These include the familiar social rite of intensification that reinforces religious and social beliefs and values and the rite of passage that marks an individual’s movement from one status to another. Rites of passage include birth, coming-of-age, marriage, and death rituals as well as many secular rituals such as graduations and inaugurations. Three phases can usually be indentified within a rite of passage: separation, transition, and incorporation. 

· In addition to these there are many small rituals and obligations that are demanded of adherents of particular religions. This includes the concept of tabu. Things that are tabu are separated from the society and are often considered to be sacred. 

· Left-and Right handed paths 

· Right-handed path: altruism, healing magic, asceticism and goodness; following social norms; emphasize service, cooperation, humility and charity

· Left-handed path: selfishness, cursing, hedonism and evil; violation of social norms; emphasize self-development, self-reliance, mastery and pride

· Occult Precursors to Modern Wicca 

· Philosophical concepts 

· Reincarnation and karma 

· Initiate ( many previous incarnations; old soul 

· Levels of reality 

· The belief that there are multiple spiritual worlds  (each have own natural laws & inhabitants) 

· Kabbalah (tries to decode where god gets his power from)

· Alchemy (changing something into something else)

· Magic 

· High (complex) vs low (simplex) 

· Immanence of Deity

· Concept of immanence (immediacy or closeness) = found in multiple mystical traditions (especially Wicca ( Charge of the Goddess) 

· Discarnate teachers

· Is old 

· Contrasts with the Eastern concept of guru/incarnate teacher

· Symbol concepts 

· Britano-Celtic Mythography 

· Where modern Wicca symbolism is derived from 

· Kabbalah 

· Jewish mystical system 

· Alchemy 

· Western mystery tradition 

· Collection of symbolic technologies that derive from the Golden Dawn 

· Incorporated into Wicca ( produced portable technologies rather than systems of belief

· Social structures 

· Coven structures 

· 12 + 1

· Is derived from the Britano-Celtic mythography & the structure of Masonic lodges 

· Circle structures 

· Derive from Masonic practice 

· Modern Wicca = syncretic 

· Order of the Temple of the Orient 

· Best known Thelemic organization in the world 

· Aleister Crowley was admitted to the OTO after being kicked out of the H.O.G.D

· Thelema 

· “the book of law” in which Crowley received from a spirit (Aiwass)

· Is a Greek word for “will”

· Thelemites believe that the Law of Thelema have always been in effect ( natural law of universe 

· Is a philosophy & religion 

· Thelemites use the Kabbalah 

Week 6 –  The Figure of the Initiate

· Aryan:

· Natzis believed that Aryans were the decedents of the survivors of Atlantis; and therefore were a “super race” 

· Natzis went to Tibet to find/recruit the super race 

· In reality ( Aryans are actually the people of Iran  

· Helena Blavatsky: 

· Is the woman to blame for the Natzi race construction 

· She created the Theosophical Society
· Wrote two books (Isis unveiled & The Secret Doctrine) 

· Claims she got the information from a spirit named Hoot Koomi 

· Her books were very believable as they contained foot-notes & sounded very scientific 

· Her books were published around the same time as Darwin’s evolution theory 

· Her major belief was that the Caucasian was the most evolved race ( super race (decedents of Atlantis) 

· Hitler believed in Helena Blavatsky’s view of race theory 

· Right-handed path

· Refusing urges of the human body 

· Left-handed path 

· Can be equally educational

· Are about finding out what your limits are 

· Example: party drinking, extreme sports

· Aleister Crowley 

· Followed the left-handed path (pushed himself to his human limits)

· Believed in power of the body ( sex positions 

· Studied occult literature 

· Was involved in H.O.G.D (Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn) 

· H.O.G.D is claimed to be a pre-existing ancient text of occult teachings (no proof of existing texts) 

· Crowley was kicked out of the H.O.G.D society as he was too impatient as the H.O.G.D would not move him up in status 

· O.T.O (Ordo Templi Orrentalis) 

· Crowley joined after getting kicked out of the H.O.G.D society 

· Is a legit occult system (proof of ancient texts) 

· Crowley published all of the secret occult knowledge of the H.O.G.D ( a lawsuit was filed against Crowley & he won the copy rights of all the text published as insufficient proof was provided by the H.O.G.D as they claimed they could not release information due to their “secret oath” 

· Was kicked out of England and Italy because of his sexual practices

· His wife was possessed by a spirit named Aiwass who cited him the laws of Thelama (used to write the book of Thelama)

· “High” magic:

· Used by the O.T.O & H.O.G.D

· Very complex, very ritualized 

· Rituals have to be performed at the correct time

· Used by more educated people 

· “Low” magic 

· Nature forces, natural magic, simplex  

· Used for healing 

· AKA folk magic 

· Correspondences 

· Like attracts like 

· Example: if you have a purple & red bruise, use purple & red flowers to heal 

· Low-key magic 

· Example: Romans dropping red stones into tanks of wine to “absorb” alcohol to prevent their guests from being obnoxiously drunk ( red attracts red 

· Correspondence/low magic 

· Cheating curses 

· Example: Using a cucumber to curse male with an itchy crotch & using a tomato to curse female with an itchy crotch

· Like attracts like (shape) 

· Astrology
· Quasi-science 

· When you were born will have an effect on your personality & the type of luck you will have

· AKA horoscope 

· Not considered a science today 

· Astronomy 

· Science of the sky, what is in space 

· Back in the day people believed that God/Goddesses’ left messages in the stars & needed magicians to interpret the messages 

· Astrology & Astronomy used to be indistinguishable 

· Alchemy 

· Changing something to something else 

· Example: changing lead to gold 

· Goal of changing something simple to something rare/valuable 

· Alchemy, Gematria & Numerology all try to find out the one key to the universe 

· One key to the universe = having the power that God has (special words? Actions?) 

· Kaballah 

· Jewish occult science 

· Comes from Torah & was only translated into English in the 1800s

· Tries to decode where God gets his power from 

· Gematsia (AKA Numerology)

· Occult science around #s 

· In Hebrew they had no specific symbols for numbers; therefore letters & numbers shared symbols  
· Magic refers to activities by which a person can compel the supernatural to behave in certain ways. Key components of magical arts are the words that are spoken or the spell and objects that are manipulated in set ways. Magical rituals usually can be performed only at special places and at special times. The performer must often observe certain restrictions such as abstention from sexual intercourse and avoidance of certain foods. A magician is usually a worker in the kind of magic that is on the whole public and good, whereas a sorcerer deals in matters that are evil and antisocial. 

· Frazer articulated the Law of Sympathy, which states that magic depends on the apparent association or agreement between things. There are two parts to the Law of Sympathy. The first is the Law of Similarity, which states that things that are alike are the same. The second law is the Law of Contagion, which states that things that were once in contact continue to be connected after the connection is severed. The Law of Similarity gives rise to homeopathic or imitative magic, and the Law of Contagion to contagious magic. 

· Tylor addressed the question of why people believe that magic works. The answer is because magic appears to never fail. There are several reasons for this. Because magic always works, failure must be due to the inadequacies of the magician. Magic usually attempts to bring about events that will naturally occur; people do not generally ask impossible things of magic. Finally, there is the issue of selective memory. 

· Techniques for obtaining information about things unknown, including events that will occur in the future, is known as divination. Inspirational forms of divination involve some type of spiritual experience, such as a direct contact with a supernatural being through an altered state of consciousness. Noninspirational forms are more magical ways of doing divination and include the reading of natural events as well as the manipulation of oracular devices. Fortuitous forms simply happen without any conscious effort on the part of the individual; deliberate forms are those that someone sets out to do. Example of divination include omens, presentiments, possession, prophecy, ornithomancy, oneiromancy, necromancy, astrology, dowsing, flipping a coin, ordeals, palmistry, phrenology, and reading tarot cards. 

· Divination: a wide variety of different methods aimed at determining the will of the god(s) or goddess(es)

· It is the art of seeing the future or disclosing the hidden meaning of present or past events 

· One of the oldest magical skills of humans

· Can be performed with out with aids

· Aids include: magical dreams, signs of nature, flames, oil in cauldron 

· Dreams = most ancient method of divination 

· Types of divination: astrology, geomancy (numerology), palmistry, runes

