Midterm One: Exam Review
Legalistic Definition of Crime
· A crime is any intentional act or omission in violation of the criminal law, committed without defense or justification and sanctioned by the state.
· Problems with this definition:
· Some crimes aren’t intentional
· How do you know what is or is not intentional
· Self-defense killing
Labeling Definition
· Not the quality of act but the label that others attach to the act
· Who applies the label and who is labeled?
· Eg. Soldier killing at war, versus killing in a gang
Defining Crime
Crime: A violation of societal rules of behaviour as interpreted by a legal criminal code created by people holding social and political power. Individuals who violate these laws are subject to sanctions by state authority, social stigma, and loss of status.

Crime: behavior that is considered so harmful that it is banned by criminal law
· Deviance is relative to concept

Critical Approach
· Crime is function of political and economic inequalities produced by a capitalist mode of product
· Including:
· Human Rights Violations
· Crimes of the powerful
· Eg. Tax Evasion, Cooperate Crime
· ISM’s –racism, sexism, ageism
· **Poverty –the biggest correlation of crime
A. What do Criminologists do? 
Criminology: body of knowledge regarding crimes as a social phenomenon
· Making laws, breaking laws, and reacting to the breaking of the laws
· Objective: to develop general principles and knowledge about process of law, crime, and treatment. 
· The use of other peoples work to support our own separates us from journalists
Criminology
· Studies criminal behaviour: studying the causes, patterns, control of
· Eg. Galasago Smile: knife cutting the cheek –Joker
· 
How do we control methods? 
· Through methods of established social science
· Eg. Records, experiments, surveys, historical data, current analysis

· Through Interdisciplinary
· Sociology, criminal justice, psychology, political science, anthropology, economic, the natural sciences (forensics, pepper spray, tasor)
Criminology: the study of the making of laws, of the breaking of laws, and of society’s reaction to the breaking of laws
· The scientific study of the creation of criminal law, of the causes and dynamics or criminal behavior, and of society’s attempt through the criminal justice system to control

Subfields of Criminology
Criminal Statistics
· Create valid and reliable measures of crime
· On the rise or not, what’s the change?

Sociology of Law
· How does a law become a law
· History of law, law reform

Theory Construction
· Predicting criminal behaviour –can’t be predicted

Criminal Behaviour Systems
· Determining the nature and cause of specific crime patterns 
· Eg. Texting and driving, bike theft
Penology
· How we control/correct people

Victimology
· Nature and cause of victimization
· What is causing that to be more likely? 
Criminal Justice System
· Involves describing, analyzing and explaining the agencies of justice
· Police
· Courts
· Corrections    ******EXAM*******
Deviance
Deviant Behaviour
· Violates social norms
· Is subject to social control
· Not all crime is deviant
· Eg. Marijuana use
· Not all deviance is criminal
· Eg. By stander apathy when people walk by a crime and do nothing
Sociological Views on Crime
Consensus (Legalistic)
· Criminal law reflects agreed upon values of society
· The law is fair
· People are treated fairly under the law
· Eg. Enforcement practices are fair
· Consensus viewpoint is predominant in North American criminology
· Focuses on the traditional conception of crime
· Eg. Murder, stealing, property offenses
Conflict
· Laws reflect the power and economic structure of society
· Laws protect vested interests (people will greater social status)
· Law enforcement is directed at the underdog, not the powerful
· Focus should be on the crimes of the rich and powerful
· Eg. Environmental crime, treatment of workers, consumer fraud

Interactionism
· Laws are constantly changing
· Gay marriage, marijuana, texting and driving, DUI, gun laws
· Laws result from interactions and groups
· Moral entrepreneurs try to get their values enacted in law
· Being labeled deviant may promote further deviance
Focus is on the process of deviance and changing definitions
Some concepts about Society
Norms: rules and expectations by which a society guides the behaviours of its member. They may not be either prescriptive (don’t) or proscriptive (do).
· There are 2 special types of norms that were identified by Will Graham Summer More (Right and Wrong) and Folkways (right and rude).
· Right: study, Wrong: cheat
· As we internalize norms, we respond critically to our own behaviour through shame or guilt
· Social Control: formal; the law _ informal; church, university, family, friends
Norms: standards of behavior

Customs:  the norms that remain unwritten and informal

Social Control: informal enforcement of customs (society’s restraint of norm-violating behavior)
· Informal: Ridicule, ostracism
· More formal: legislators, police officers, judges, correction officials –individuals who create laws, interpret them, and apprehend/punish law violators

Laws: formal norms (written or codified) or a rule with consequences

Rule of Law: Accepting that laws are rules of society and when transgressed will have repracautions
· “When laws aren’t applied equally there is no law”

Democratic Theory: the idea that we are fascinated with the bad part of crime, giving a misleading idea to the public

Consensus Theory: assumes a consensus among people from all walks of life on what the social norms of behavior are and should be.
· people obey laws not because they fear being punished but because they view them as appropriate to obey.

Conflict Theory: (opposite of consensus theory) assumes that the public disagrees with many of society’s norms 
· Laws represent the views of the powerful, not powerless
Goals of Criminal Law
· To prevent and control crime and criminal behavior
· Articulate our society’s moral values and concerns
· Eg. Murder or victimless crimes such as drug use
· Protect the rights and freedoms of the nation’s citizenry from potential governmental abuses of power
Legal Distinctions in Types of Crime
· Mala in se crimes: (evil in themselves) refer to behaviours that violate traditional norms and moral codes
· Violent & property crimes that most concern the public
· Mala prohibita crimes: (wrong only because prohibited by law) refer to behaviours that violate contemporary standards only
· Illegal drug use and white collar crimes

Felonies: crimes punishable by more than one year in prison
· Eg. Federal or state prison
Misdemeanors: crimes punishable by less than one year
· Local jails to hold people awaiting trial

Criminal Intent
· For a defendant to be found guilty, the key elements that must be proved are actus reus and mens rea.
· Actus Reus: (actual act) refers to the actual criminal act of which the defendant is being accused
· The evidence must indicate beyond a reasonable doubt that he or she committed the act
· Mens Rea: (guilty mind) refers to criminal intent.
· Means that the defendant committed a criminal act knowingly and was not in fear of his or her life at the time of the crime
· Also covers reckless behaviours where the intent to injure someone else was not there
· Leaving infant inside a car on a hot day
Legal Defenses of Criminal Liability
· Accident or Mistake
· Sliding in the winter and hitting a pedestrian
· Ignorance: when someone enters illegal activity without being aware of it
· When someone gives you a package to mail that contains illegal drugs
· Duress: fear of one’s life or safety
· Vietnam War protestors
· Self-Defense: to prevent an offender from harming you or someone nearby
· Someone attacks you in your home and you fight them until reasonably (not kill)
· Entrapment: a situation in which someone commits a crime only because law enforcement agents induced the offender to do so
· Repeated pleas from undercover officer to try marijuana
· Insanity: if a defendant does not have the capacity (knowing right from wrong) to have criminal intent

Types of Research
· Qualitative Research
· The nonnumeric examination and interpretation of observations for the purpose of discovering underlying meanings and patterns of relationships (Babbie, 1999)
· Descriptive
· Quantitative Research
· The numerical representation and manipulation of observations for the purpose of describing and explaining the phenomena that those observations represent (Babbie, 1999)
Survey Research 
· Uses interviews and questionnaires
· Is cross-sectional
· Compared different grouped at one point in time
· Measures attitudes, opinions, beliefs, values and behaviours.
Limitations of Survey Research
· How do you find a representative sample?
· Mathematical formula
· Will people respond to your survey?
· Will people tell the truth about their behaviour and opinions?
Longitudinal Research
· Studies the same group (cohort) over a period of time.
· Eg. Prisoners on parole
· May use diaries, interviews, health and employment records
· Time-consuming
· Sample Attrition
· People may drop out of the research
Aggregate Data Research
· Government statistics, social indicators, uniform crime reports
· Used to detect relationship and trends
· Eg. Unemployment rates and property crimes
· Can you depend on the agencies taking the count or are they biased?
Experimental Research
· Requires will subjects (human guinea pigs).
· Needs an experimental and control group for comparison.
· Subjects must be randomly assigned to groups.
· Seeks out cause and effect under highly controlled conditions. Typically experiments are explanatory, which is used to test hypotheses, unverified statements of a relationship between variables.
Difficulties with Experimental Research
· Is it ethical?
· Is it realistic?
· Can you generalize from such a small group?
· Can you control all the relevant factors?
Quasi-experimental Research
· Uses a real situation for experimental purposes
· Eg. Compare the recidivism rates of young offenders sent to boot camp or given community service
· Hard to control assignment to groups
Observational Research
· Participant Observation
· Join the group you wish to observe for a first-hand look
· Non-participant observation
· Go undercover
Difficulties with Observational Research
· It may be dangerous
· Is it ethical?
· How will you affect the behaviour of the group?
· It is very time-consuming.
Interviews
· Indepths interviews with criminal 
· Eg. Serial Killers
· Very time-consuming
· How do you gain trust of the criminal?
· How do you avoid being used by the criminal?
Ethics
· How may the research affect other people’s lives?
· Who will be studied?
· What pressure is placed on research by funding agencies and vested interests
· Do you have informed consent? 
· Are you people free to not participate?
· Do they know what they are getting into?
Others Methods
· Archival/Historical: Using existing sources is a research method in which a researcher utilizes data collected by others
· Meta-Analysis: A statistical analysis that review a larde body of extent literature
· Case Study: In-depth investigation of one or few phenomenon
· Cyber Research: New information technology and the Internet provide researchers up-to-date resources.
Uniform Crime Reports (UCR) 
· Collected by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics.
· 1962: aggregate (summary) data collected each month from all police forces.
· 1984: revised UCR collects information about each crime, more detail, about half of police forces participate.
Collecting the UCR
· Incidence of crime: Actual (reported) and founded (through investigation)
· Percentage change: from year to year  
· Crime rate:  # of crimes/ population*100,000 
· Clearance rate (by charge or otherwise)
The State in influx
· The state is an institution that claims the exclusive right to exercise forces in a given territory through the use of the police and armed forces
· Monarchy: transfers power from generation to generation within a single family. Earlier monarchies were absolute. Modern ones are generally constitutional
· Democracy: generally is representative rather than fully participatory. Affluent industrial societies tend to be democracies.
· Authoritarianism: is a political system that denies popular participation in government
· Totalitarianism: is a political system that extensively regulates peoples live (eg. china –elderly law, child constriction policy)
· Ultimate form of repression by the state: taking your life (capital punishment)
Measurement and Relationships
· Measurement requires reliability-the quality of consistent measurement and validity- the quality of measuring precisely what one intends to measure
· Relationships among variables
· Cause and effect is a relationship in which change in one variable causes change in another
· Correlation exists when two (or more) variable are related in some way
Measurement of Crime: what do we know and how do we know it?
· We cannot know how much crime is increasing or decreasing unless we know how often it occurs
Measuring Crime
Uniform Crime Reports (UCR): the primary source of U.S. crime statistics of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
· Violent Crimes: (part I) most serious
· Eg. Criminal homicides, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, Property crime: burglary, motor vehicle theft, arson (see page 51)
· Part II: simple assaults, forgery, fraud, prostitution, DUI, Drug Abuse

Critique of UCR Data
· Underestimation of the amount of crimes
· Diversion of attention from white-collar crime
· Misleading data on the characteristics of arrestees
· Citizens reporting of Crime
· Police Recording practices and scandals
· Different definitions of crime
· School reporting practices

National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS): an annual survey of criminal victimization sponsored by the U.S Department of Justice
· interviews individuals from randomly selected households every six months for a period of three years.
· Asked: if they or their household has been a victim in the past half year of Part I crimes (excluding homicide and arsons)

Victimization: the suffering of a crime
Victimology: the study of victims and victimization

The Crime Funnel (crimes committed, reported to police, crimes cleared, convictions obtained) 

How many people have a criminal record in Canada?  1/10 

How does over dramatization of crime occur in the media? 
Crime Waves: When the media focuses several crimes in a small area to alarm the public

Over-Reporting: Devoting time mainly to crime reports during a broadcast

Crime Myths: the media makes you believe that crime is fast occurring (rampant) and mostly violent
· What are 4 crime myths promoted by news media coverage? How do these myths distort an accurate understanding of crime?
· Racial & Ethnic Minorities, Youths, Virtuous Victims, Crime Waves… all are made out to be worse than they actually are, creating a stigma or a stereotype.

Racial & Ethnic Minorities: altering perceptions of nonwhites towards other races

Youth: feeding into the publics stereotypical view on teenagers –violent 

Virtuous Victims: keep the most innocent victims in the publics eye –elder, babies.
Other Problems in Media Coverage
1. The interview –people are only being interviewed if they support the reporter’s point
2. The language –subtle bias in reports  (eg. preying on victims)
3. Misleading Data –presenting the increase in crimes, but leaving out the increase in population size
4. Neglecting Facts – not mentioning that all crimes are not violent
5. Failing to provide the full story –leaving out social and/or historical context
Effects of Media Coverage 
Public Ignorance:  when the public doesn’t know any differently
Public Fear & Concern: heightened fear 
Obscuring Underlying Forces: crime must be understood before we can reduce it
Diversion from White-Collar Crime: reinforces negative feelings about poor people and neglects white-collar crime 
Racial & Ethnic Stereotyping: reinforces negative stereotypes 

What the Public Believes
· Crime is rampant
· Crime is overly violent
· People of colour have more involvement in crime
· Teenagers are heavily involved in crime 
· Crime victims are mostly complete innocent 
John Hogan’s Typology of Deviance and Crime
Three Variables
· Evaluation of harm
· Agreement about the norm
· Severity of societal response

Evaluation of Harm (three levels)
· Very Harmful
· Sexual abuse of children
· Somewhat harmful
· Shoplifting
· Fairly Harmless
· Illegal Gambling

Agreement about the norm
· High Agreement
· Murder
· High Disagreement
· Abortion
· Confusion or apathy
· Copyright Violation

Severity of Societal Response
· Severe
· Life imprisonment
· Moderate
· Short jail term, community service
· Mild
· Small fine, dermit points, house arrest, rehab, anger management, car towed, “silent treatment”




The State Drugs and the Law
· Criminalization: refers to the current status in Canada where manufacturing, distributing, sale, and use of certain drugs are illegal 
· Cant do anything without a presription
· Legalization: to legalizing manufacture, distribution, sale, and use of currently prohibited substances. Propositions range from regulated sale and places of use (as is done with alcohol) to no regulation, putting full responsibility on the individual.
· Eg. LCBO –controls all alcohol distribution
· Decriminalization: the elimination or substantial reduction of penalties for possession of drugs for personal use (eg. no intent to sell or distribute). (The manufacture, distribution, and sale of these same dugs would still be illegal)
· 5 grams maximum
· Harm Reduction: refers to attempts at reducing the harm (physical, psychological, and social) associated with drug use. Generally, under this view, drug use is most properly a health issue and should be handled within the medical, not the penal, community.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Medicalizes it
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