Sept.17
Week 2:
Evolution of Communication

· 
· Stone & chisel
· Spoken word
· Morse code / telegraph
· Kites / smoke signals
· Sacred text
· Bells, horns
· Telephones (19th century)
· Lighthouses
· Mathematics
· Radio
· Microphones
· Whistle
· Tv
· Music
· Internet
· Film
· Sign language
· Colours, painting
· Satellites
· Radar


Communication technology timeline
Language (200,000-100,000 B.C.)
Writing (3500 B.C.)
Printing (A.D. 1500)
Photography/motion pictures (A.D. 1800)
Telephone/telegraph, Radio/tv (A.D. 1900)
Digital media, Mobile media, Social media (A.D. 2000)
· The rate of technological development speeds up from 19th century onwards

Socrates: a classical Greek Athenian philosopher & orator. Credited as one of the founders of Western philosophy, he is an enigmatic figure known chiefly through the accounts of later classical writers, especially the writings of his students Plato and Xenophon and the plays of his contemporary Aristophanes. Many would claim that Plato's dialogues are the most comprehensive accounts of Socrates to survive from antiquity
· Philosopher
· Not rich/powerful 
· Death sentence
· Socratic method
· Debate  asking questions to get someone to agree with you
· Manipulative
· Composing presentations
· Dialectic 
· Metaphors 
· Know your audience (subjects of manipulation or equal?) 
· Adopting writing
· Comparing writing to painting

Plato: a philosopher in Classical Greece. He was also a mathematician, student of Socrates, writer of philosophical dialogues, and founder of the Academy in Athens, the first institution of higher learning in the Western world. Along with his mentor, Socrates, and his student, Aristotle, Plato helped to lay the foundations of Western philosophy and science

Discussion: Caitlin.turner@carleton.ca

Sept.24
IT: changes society for the good
Nicholas Carr doesn‘t agree

How does Carr begin?
1. Marshall McLuhan – understanding media
1. Content isn‘t most important
2. Debate between enthusiasts & sceptics
3. McLuhan‘s prophecy: dissolution of the human/linear mind  Carr not excited about this
4. McLuhan‘s warning: abuse of infinite power 
5. McLuhan‘s famous phrase: The medium is the message (broaden the way you think about communication)
· Internet swallows up all pre-existing media
2. “HAL and Me”
6. Technology vs. humans
7. Carr‘s experience 
· University/work
· Buys computer  internet
· Doubt  feels less connected, frustrated, irritated
· Thinks the internet is making him a “human HAL”
· We‘re re-training our brains to function like computers
· Fixed brain, flexible brain (neuroplasticity) 
· Your experiences alter how your brain works
· Flexible brain – always changing
· Learning new habits but also losing skill
8. Why does the flexible brain model matter for media students?
9. “The intellectual ethic”- most important part of technology (p.44)
· Media environment – decided for us
10. Instrumentalist vs. Determinist (how internet affects us) views  Carr?




Oct. 1
· Symbolism of animals have changed throughout time 
· Animals are media, they are on everything 
· Marshall McLuhan 'the medium is the message' theory: A new edit always re-purposes itself
· The brain is flexible and can be changed through experience (neuroplasticity) 
· The new media protects itself
· Technology changes our range of options to get media 

Plato: 
· Socrates meets the challenge of writing and how it's superior 
· Socrates reiterates the idea the writing and communication such as dialogue as being great
· The poets were a central view for education, the messengers 
· 1990s poets were hated against, the medium got rid of them
· Stories that are terrible have been spread amongst the youth and corrupted them, many were altered to have a better ending
· Persuasion was something Plato feared 
· Public speech can put strain on the speakers
· The internet is going to be the face of communication 

Changes in communications 
· We spent more time looking at screens
· Communication have first been placed on objects such as walls, stones, tablets, maps and wax tables 
· Communications can be seen as metaphors of the mind
· Reading books can be manipulated to your perception
· The oral culture is dominating the culture of writing. Oral is more expressive than writing
· Reading has changed, many would read aloud but one read silently 
· Books weren't common then the printing press invented and books and new articles became widely available. The democratization of literature 
· Translation as also became a factor for more communication such as the bible and other religious scriptures
· The lower the cost while standardizing the writing 
· Writing is used to document so people don't forget. The mind couldn't store everything forever
· The internet on the computer and any other devices can do just about anything that revolutionize literature
· Technology was weakened our erasing compactor and destroyed or articulate thinking
· The threat is like 'brave new world'. Everything has changed 
· All these new technologies have made us feel good and makes us feel drugged
· Neal Stephenson, the novelist 
· We use our technology to get what we need such as information. We tell it to do what to do such as text and search
· It separated us from how we actually are supposed to understand our computer
· Although it makes things easier but makes us less knowledgeable 
· Becoming reliable only to that company
· Edward tutfle: believes PowerPoints are not good
· They don't form their points and what they're going to say
· They rely on the PP them their own mind
· PowerPoints elevates format over content, betraying attitude and commercialism 
· PowerPoints will make people lose focus because it's always the same thing.
· Many aren't engaged to it because it's the same


Carr & the decline of the literate mind
· Recap:  Determinist (technology tends to force its assumptions on the user) vs. Instrumentalist

Plato again (p.55)
· Carr about Plato: philosophers become kings, Republic
· Content of poetry
· Stories corrupting youth
· Persuasive speech

Carr & origins of the literate mind
· Before paper people would write on...: stone, clay/wax tablets, dirt/sand, papyrus/scrolls, animal skins
· No word spacing & punctuation
· Scriptura continua
· Printing press = democratisation of the literate mind
· Gutenberg Bible
Carr’s “first wave” threat (p.77)
· “internet” = fundamental challenge for Carr
· Neil Postman 
1. Similar writing to Carr
2. Upset about quality of news broadcasting
· Neil Stephenson 
1. Novelist
2. Cyberspace, digital globe
· Edward Tufte 
1. Powerpoint article
2. Thinks “powerpoint is evil”


Oct. 8, 13

What is a computer?
· Laptop, desktop, ipad/tablet, smartphone

Computing (Ceruzzi)
· People = oldest computers
· “Hackers” used to be called “phone phreaks” (Steve Jobs)
· 3 stages 
1. Military, industrial, mainframe 
2. PCs 
3. Internet 
· Computer has 5 elements (according to Ceruzzi): 
1. Automated control/command (software)
2. Storage/memory
3. Calculation
4. Communication
5. Integrated circuits/processing (electrical engineering aspect)
· 4 threads:
1. Digitization/digital paradigm
2. Human interaction/ Human machine interface
3. Convergence
4. Solid-state electronics
· IBM, Microsoft, Apple
1. IBM
· Created first marketable/personable computer
· Mechanical devices 
· SAGE – largest/most expensive computer ever built
2. Microsoft
· Bill Gates
· Software = information


Oct. 15, 13


Components of Presentation
1. First words of introduction
2. What is your purpose/thesis/argument?
3. Preview what you’re going to say
4. Claims supporting your thesis

Design of presentation
· Think holistically instead of thinking in chunks



What is computing?
·  

The Graphic User Interface (GUI) Debate
· Neil Stephenson – computers becoming much easier to use
· People becoming less knowledgeable about computers
· Xerox – Steve Jobs stole GUI

The Internet: According to you
· Mainframe  PC  internet

The Internet: According to Carr
· 

Five features of the internet
1. Interactivity 
2. Multimedia (convergence)
3. Hyperlinks
4. Searchable/navigable
5. Unimaginable amounts of information

The Hypertext debates
· Studies on people’s comprehension levels

The E-Book wars
· Page to screen/tablet
· More books/words are being read today


Nov. 5, 13
 Week 8

“The cloud”
· Large warehouse of servers/computing 
· Big Microsoft computer

What is GOOGLE?
· 
· Search engine
· Phone platform
· Web browser
· Endless encyclopedia
· Advertisement
· Google drive (software on the cloud)
· Innovations
· Bought youtube
· Social networking


Creators of Google: Larry Page & Sergey Brin (Stanford)

Philosophy/culture
· Mission: to organize the world’s information & make it universally accessible & useful
· “Don’t be evil”
· Quirky hiring
· Unique working conditions
· Logo  changed (used to be Google!)
· Faster searches
· Relevant searches

Deals for the Default Option
· Netscape
· Yahoo (2000)
· AOL (2002)

How does Google make money?
· ADVERTISING
1. Ad words & ad sense & context relevant advertising
2. Changed model for pricing of advertising: pay per click not pay per view, remove irrelevant ads

The I.P.O. (Initial Public Offering)
· Had over 500 shareholders… had to go public

· Youtube
· Double click

Concerns
· Censorship
· Monopoly
· Intellectual property/copyright
· Privacy/surveillance


Nov 12, 2013
Week 9

David Brooks
· The information age allows us to know less

What would Carr say?
· Printing press = one of most important technologies that have shaped our lives
· Internet encourages a more superficial way of thinking
· Our brains are very adaptable – they adapt to the technologies we use
· Technology makes you lose your deep conceptual thinking & reduces the depth of your thought

Carr’s Thesis
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Our media environment has changed radically due to a technological disruption that threatens book culture, the intellectual ethic developed through that culture, and the kind of contemplative, critical, and creative intelligence that is fostered by the requirements of that culture 

The technological disruption
· The internet

The “old” media environment
· When writing dominates
1. The emergence of writing (in sand, scrolls etc…)
2. Written culture begins to break free – innovations in writing (scruptura continua)
· Did not immediately break through the oral culture (Socrates)
3. Invention of the printing press – centre of intellectual life (mid 15th century)

The “new” media environment
· The cloud
· The internet
· Easily accessible information
· Multimedial				
· Interactivity (bi-directionality)	     Qualities of the network culture
· Navigable/searchable
· Hyperlinks

How Carr thinks about media
· McLuhan

How Carr thinks about the mind				***INTELLIGENCE & MEMORY***
· Memory is information storage
· “Human HAL”
· Ex 1: Carr vs. “Outsourcing Memory” claims
· Long term memory vs. short term memory
· Ex 2: Carr vs. Multitasking claims
· Exhausting because so many competing claims

Two endings
1. The dark prophecy (Kubrick)
2. Reviews from first edition 
· 

· 
Nov. 26th 
Do not need to go to lecture
Print mock exam for tutorial (available to print during lecture time)

