KEY CONCEPTS

Part I: Modern Politics: State and Citizens
 

Lec. 1-2 What is Politics? 

 

Concepts from the Lecture:
Politics
-The art and science of governing (oxford English dictionary)

-The construction of and resistance to power in society as a whole (post modern definition)

‘Polis’
-Greek word for city-state

-Root of the word politics

Plato
-Plato’s republic: how politics “ought to be”

-428-348 BC
-Purpose of politics is to create justice
-The cave is an allegory for how the philosopher is able to leave the cave and find truth. Best ruler for the state is one with the best knowledge- this is the philosopher. Most people do not know truth and only see shadows of truth. The philosopher will have to be forced to rule, as they don’t seek power, they seek knowledge. 

Machiavelli
-Fortuna is bad or good luck, fate you cant control it, It’s always there. But the prince can try and shape it, and can foresee what is coming. 
-1469-1527

-Controversial manuscript “the Prince” 
-Wanted to draw up an original set of rules based on political theory

-Advised the prince to learn from history, imitate great rulers and never be timid. 

-Not to be a thug but to use violence sparingly to maximum effect

-“Virtu” root of the word virtuosity helped him appear compassionate, truthful and pious but not be able to “know how to do evil” when necessary. 

Modern Age

-“I think therefore I am”- Rene Descartes
-The individual is central to modern thinking

-Reason is the key truth of knowledge (over faith or revelation)
-Deep skepticism over knowledge- not even existence is to be taken for granted.
-This age is governed by reason/law while traditional period was governed by religion and faith. 

-Questioning tradition/religion

-Development of the market economy (challenged feudalism)

-Period of enlightenment, replaced medieval period

Thomas Hobbes

-1588-1679

-Social contract: to ensure security citizens agree to absolute monarch, citizens have authority

-Need an absolute monarchy but the power lies within the people. The only right they have is self-preservation

-During the English civil war

-All people are equal, political authority must be based on the peoples consent

-Not liberal, insisted that state authority, without it things would into war, life would become solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short. 

Leviathan
-Hobbes is author
-1651
-world stripped of institutions

-Written during the English civil war

-Thomas Hobbes argues for a social contract and rule by an absolute sovereign. Hobbes wrote that chaos or civil was, situations identified with a state of nature could only be averted by strong central government.
Concepts from the Texts:
‘Simile of the Cave’

-The cave is an allegory for how the philosopher is able to leave the cave and find truth. Best ruler for the state is one with the best knowledge- this is the philosopher. Most people do not know truth and only see shadows of truth. The philosopher will have to be forced to rule, as they don’t seek power, they seek knowledge. 

‘fortuna’

-Fortuna is bad or good luck, fate you cant control it, It’s always there. But the prince can try and shape it, and can foresee what is coming. 

Philosopher king

-The philosopher will have to be forced to rule, as they don’t seek power, they seek knowledge. 

Behavioral Approach

-An approach in political analysis, dominant in the United States in the 1960’s, that emphasizes the study of observable and quantifiable political attitudes and actions of individuals and the scientific search for enduring laws of politics. 

-Study of politics at the micro level- micro level analysis

-Looking at individuals and their opinions through polling ect. 

-Looking at groups in pluralist behavioral levels

-Empirical analysis

Class Analysis

-Society in hierarchical strata, unequal access to power

-Usually grounded in racism, colonialism
-post prominent form of structural analysis in political science

-Marx first to develop the theory of social class. Believed all societies along class lines will conflict over resources in society

-Commercial and industrial capitalists- bourgeoisie

-Working class(proletariat, exploited by the capitalists

Elite theory

-The elite few manipulate the government for their own advantage

-Military-industrial complex- military leaders arms manufacturers posed a threat to American democracy in 1960-according to Eisenhower
-Divide between the few and the many-few people occupy major power positions

-Gaetano Mosca claimed that the ruling elite was/is inevitable

-Roberto Michels argued that it is inevitable, but not desirable. 

-Political institutions favor some groups like: wealthy, educated, religious and racially dominant group 

Pluralism

-Pluralists- part the behavioral revolution

-Look at reaction between interest groups ect. 

-No one group always wins

-In order to make yourself heard-through the groups

-State is not supposed to prefer one group to the other; pluralists view the state as neutral. 

-Post ww2, wanted to explain the realities of modern politics and preserve the idea of democratic superiority

-Influenced by liberalism

Institutionalism

-Liberal democratic state

-Doubted during ww2 due to failure of Nazi constitution- fared so very badly

-Polls during the time showed that most citizens did not pay any attention to politics and that fewer were active in political parties. Some had trouble distinguishing between right and left wing politics. 

-Neo-istitutionalists- believe that political institutions can effect policy outcomes independent of other political factors, like histories, ideologies ect. 

‘Power to’ vs. ‘Power over’

-Power to- empowered to do something

-Power over- inequalities in distribution of power
-One person does have the power to make a political impact. More people oppose the political elites, outnumber them. 

-Kourvetaris, 1997

Michel Foucault 
-1926-1984

-“Real power” of power is productive, we are created by power

-Disciplinary power- not through force but what is normal- exacts appropriate behavior

-Dividing practices-stigmatizes/ostracizes people who do not fit in by naming them scientifically abnormal

-No power that is out there is free from “good” or “evil

-Panopticon-guard can see prisoner but prisoner cant see the guard. The prisoner will eventually behave as though they are not being watched. 

-Panopticon originally invented by Jeremy Bentham

-Foucault uses this panopticon as an analogy; knowledge systems work the same way, making appropriate behavior without force. 

-Don’t always need to be watched, the prisoners don’t know if the guard is in the tower or not.

Lec. 3 What is the State?

Concepts from the Lecture:
Treaty of Westphalia

-1648

-The birth of the modern state and the modern international system

-Result- stopped empirical forces and replaced them with territorial integrity

-Ended the holy roman empire- replaced with secular territorial states governed by princes

-End of 30 years war, creation of state based international system, sovereignty ect. 

-Brought to an end almost 150 years of religious and territorial conflicts, settled the 30 years war-the first pan-European war. 

-Emergence of International law
-The withholding of war as the ultimate expression of sovereignty and an instrument of international relations

Social Contract

-Argument made by Hobbes and Locke, that individuals in a state of nature by mutual consent and agreement form societies and establish government

-Social contract according to Hobbes: to ensure security citizens agree to absolute monarch.

-Social contract according to Locke: authority rooted in individuals, not god, to ensure rights citizens limit state power 

Legal-institutionalism

-An approach to politics that emphasizes the centrality of formal procedures, constitutions and institutions

-Legal institutionalism is based in human nature. It is committed to protecting human rights and enhancing cordial relations between states through the ratification of laws and institutions. 

-Natural laws

-The right to Life, Liberty and Property – John Locke and Jeremy Bentham

-The state of nature for legal institutionalism is that there is a clear set of natural laws that present the natural rights and duties of the individual. 

-Those rights are the preservation of "life, liberty and property", and the duties are all those in which "no one ought to harm another man's right to the same. Individuals in the state of nature also have the right to enforce these laws and punish those who violate them. 

-They obtain this right because the laws must be upheld and in the state of nature there is no institution to oversee it.

Branches of State

-Judicial- to interpret laws- courts

-Legislative- to pass laws- parliament, congress ect

-Executive- to develop and enforce laws- part of parliament, independent of congress, only vice president is involved

EXTRA

-Administrative- to administer laws- bureaucracy 

-Socialization/educational function- to teach/develop acceptance/understanding of laws- schools and universities

Levels of State

-Federal-runs all the states combined under federal law
-Provincial/state-operates under local statewide laws

Elite theory

-The elite few manipulate the government for their own advantage

-Military-industrial complex- military leaders arms manufacturers posed a threat to American democracy in 1960-according to Eisenhower
-Divide between the few and the many-few people occupy major power positions

-Gaetano Mosca claimed that the ruling elite was/is inevitable

-Roberto Michels argued that it is inevitable, but not desirable. 

-Political institutions favor some groups like: wealthy, educated, religious and racially dominant group 

Pluralism

-Pluralists- part the behavioral revolution

-Look at reaction between interest groups ect. 

-No one group always wins

-In order to make yourself heard-through the groups

-State is not supposed to prefer one group to the other; pluralists view the state as neutral. 

-Post ww2, wanted to explain the realities of modern politics and preserve the idea of democratic superiority

-Influenced by liberalism

-Robert Dahl- every group will be heard at some point in the decision making, 1915-present

 

Additional Concepts from the Texts:
Night Watchman State

-Also known as laissez-faire/minimalist state

-Appears passive but its effect on the majority of the people were profound

-Responsibilities are so minimal they cannot be reduced much further without becoming a form of anarchy

-Government responsibilities limited to coercion, fraud, and theft, acquiring reparation for victims and defending country

-Only systems are police, judicial and militaries. 

-Significant consequences in terms of health and their independence, business owners enjoyed an impressive level of liberty, but this was not the case for the workers-majority of the population, they were unable to provide for themselves. Factories would run out of workers or workers would become angered by their ill treatment that they would overthrow their employers and perhaps the state as well- anarchy. 

Neo-liberal State

-Nighteenth-century economic and political theory that advocates deregulation of the market

-A noninterventionist state, minimal controls on international economic interaction and individual freedom and responsibility. 

-Neo-liberalism describes a market-driven approach to economic and social policy based on neoclassical theories of economics that stresses the efficiency of private enterprise, liberalized trade and relatively open markets, and therefore seeks to maximize the role of the corporate sector in determining the political and economic priorities of the state.

-Shares in common with neo-conservatism: believe in the free market, pushing back the state and cutting spending-fiscal conservatism but differ on expansion in military, social attitudes (conservatives have a social view on gay rights, abortion ect.) and conservatives want more spending in security forces (police ect.)

Welfare State

-State of governance wherein government programs and policies are designed to protect citizens from illness, unemployment and long-term disability. 

-A welfare state is said to have a “social safety net”. 

-Regulate economies through taxing, spending and fiscal policies- as proposed by economist John Maynard Keynes. Keynesianism promoted state intervention through fiscal and monetary policy instruments. During times of growth government would borrow as well as make revenues to inject funds into the economy. During times of surplus the state would extract these surplus growths to create a balanced budget in the long term. 

-Universal social programs, like education, childcare, healthcare and wage replacement like pensions, unemployment insurance, and maternity benefits. 

-All citizens should be able to maintain a minimum standard of living. There should be rough equality, if not in terms of outcome then at least in terms of opportunity. 

Liberal Democracy

-System of government where citizens elect representatives in periodic elections. 

-Prevalent in western countries

-Particularly concerned with protecting the freedom of individual citizens against the arbitrary use of power by the state. 

  
Lec. 4 The State: Power, Authority, and Sovereignty

 

Concepts  from the Lectures and Readings:
Power

-“Bringing about consequences” 

-The capacity of individuals, groups, and political institutions to realize key decisions.

Authority

-Kourvetans definition: “Socially approved power”

-Obey law due to understanding and consequences

-3 different kinds of authority as defined by Weber: traditional, charismatic and legal-rational

Sovereignty

-A legal (de jure) and actual (de facto) condition whereby states recognize no higher authority either domestically or externally and thus are free to act as they wish.  

-A states right to manage affairs internally, without external interference, based on the legal concept of the equality of states. 

Weber’s Typology of Authority

-1864-1920

-Traditional authority- resting on the established belief of sanctity of traditions and legitimacy of those exercising authority under them

-Charismatic authority- resting on devotion to sanctity, heroism, and character of a person and normative rules ordained by him

-Legal/rational authority-resting on the belief of the legality of patterns of normative rules and the right of those elevated under those rules to issue commands 

-

	
	Best regimes (rule for the common good)
	Worst regimes (rule for self interest)

	Rule by one
	Monarchy
	Autarchy

	Rule by few
	Aristocracy
	Oligarchy

	Rule by many
	Polity
	Democracy


Codefied  vs. Uncodefied Constitutions

-Codefied institution limits power-(E.g USA-the American constitution) essentially set down in writing, set in stone. Keeps a tighter reign on the powers of those in charge. 

-Uncodefied constitution expands power- (E.g. UK constitution, sources come from royal prerogatives, conventions, common law, statue law, and famous written works by constitutional experts) is unwritten, and comes from a variety of sources. Allows for flexibility in government, as it is a system of positive rights. Everything is permitted except that which is expressly not permitted. Easier to amend, can lead to some confusion about how far rights extend. 

Rigid vs Flexible Constitutions

-If you can amend the constitution its flexible, if you cannot then it is rigid. A rigid constitution is one that cannot be modified or altered in any way, shape, or form. They would be considered the foundation or core of the country for which all things to come must be in compliance. 

-A flexible constitution is one that can be modified, altered, re-written, and/or deleted based on whatever criteria is determined to make those decisions. They would also be considered the foundation or core of the country, however, as the people change, the constitution has the ability to change with them for good or ill.

Federalism vs Unitary System

-Unitary state is a state or country that is governed constitutionally as one single unit, with one constitutionally created legislature.

- The political power of government in such state may well be transferred to lower levels, to regionally or locally elected assemblies, governors and mayors, but the central government retains the principal right to recall such delegated power.

- In federal systems, assemblies in those states composing the federation have a constitutional existence and a set of constitutional functions, which cannot be unilaterally changed by the central government.

- In some such cases, such as the US, it is the federal government that has only those powers specifically delegated to it.

- In a unitary state, by contrast, any sub- governmental units can be created or abolished, and have their powers varied by the central government.

Concepts from Readings:

See Lec. 3 concepts

 

Lec. 5 Political Ideologies: Liberalism

 

Ideology

-A coherent set of ideas that explain and evaluate social conditions, help people understand their place in society, and provide a program for social and political action. Ideology also consists of those beliefs and values that serve to legitimate a certain social order, that so called dominant ideology, and those values and beliefs that may be said to oppose or challenge the dominant ideology. 

-An ideology is a set of ideas that constitutes one's goals, expectations, and actions

Left vs. Right ideologies

-Currently defined by belief in: size of govt

-Level and speed of change

-Degree to which market should be regulated. 

-The national assembly in the French revolution was arranged from left to right

-The main factor dividing left and right in Western Europe is class. Those on the Left seek social justice through redistributive social and economic intervention by the state. Those on the Right defend private property and capitalism. But the nature of the conflict depends on existing social and political cleavages and on the level of economic development. Left-wing values include the belief in the power of human reason to achieve progress for the benefit of the human race, secularism, sovereignty exercised through the legislature, mistrust of strong personal political leadership, and social justice

-The Right are skeptical about the capacity of radical reforms to achieve human well-being, which they see as harmful to personal liberties, the left see this as a selfish, reactionary and wish to impose doctrinaire religion on the population, and a tendency to authoritarianism and repression.

John Locke/ Two Treatises of Government

- Written in 1689

- State exists by consent of people

- State must preserve the rights of individuals

- Separation of powers

- Father of liberalism

- (1632- 1704)

- Enlightenment thinker

- Theory of mind

- State of nature is populated by individuals who have been left to their own devises and are fearful of their own survival/

- First treatise: argued that civil society was founded on a divinely-sanctioned patriarchalism, no govt can be justified by an appeal to the divine right of kings

- Second treatise: outlines a theory of civil society. Describes the state of nature

- Argues that all men are created equal by God. Therefore any govt that rules without the consent of the people can in theory be overthrown. 

J.S. Mill/ On Liberty

- Written in 1859

- Liberty is paramount value

- Three basic tenets of liberty: liberty of thought

- Liberty of action

- Liberty of association

-Harm principle (also mentioned in Lockes 2 treatises of govt.) that the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilized community, against his will is to prevent harm to others. His own good, either physical or moral, is not sufficient warrant.

-Tyranny of Majority: If the majority rules, what is to stop it from expropriating the minority, or from tyrannizing it in other ways by enforcing the majority's religion, language, or culture on the minority?

-The phrase tyranny of the majority (also: tyranny of the masses), used in discussing systems of democracy and majority rule, is a criticism of the scenario in which decisions made by a majority under that system would place that majority's interests so far above a dissenting individual's interest that the individual would be actively oppressed, just like the oppression by tyrants and despots.[

Tenets of Liberalism

- Liberty is paramount value

- Three basic tenets of liberty: liberty of thought

- Liberty of action

- Liberty of association

- Individual autonomy

- Indivitual rights

- Religious toleration

- Popular sovereignty and consent

- Limited and representative govt.

- Private property

- Universalism and progress

Welfare Liberalism vs. Libertarianism

-Form of govt wherein govt programs and policies are designed to protect citizens from illness, unemployment, and long-term disability. In modern political debate, a welfare state is said to have a social safety net. 

-A welfare state is a concept of government where the state plays the primary role in the protection and promotion of the economic and social well-being of its citizens. 

-It is based on the principles of equality of opportunity, equitable distribution of wealth, and public responsibility for those unable to avail themselves of the minimal provisions for a good life. 

-Libertarianism is the advocacy of individual liberty, especially freedom of thought and action.[1] Philosopher Roderick T. Long defines libertarianism as "any political position that advocates a radical redistribution of power [either "total or merely substantial"] from the coercive state to voluntary associations of free individuals", whether "voluntary association" takes the form of the free market or of communal co-operatives

-A softer variant of individualist anarchism that rejects government intervention in the market and social life. Libertarian thought is evident in today’s political rhetoric, which promises to “downsize” govt.

Concepts from Readings

The Republic

-Plato’s Republic

-380 BCE concerning the definition of justice and the order and character of the just city and the just man

-Plato's Republic centers on a simple question: is it always better to be just than unjust? Socrates takes a long way around, sketching an account of a good city on the grounds that a good city would be just and that defining justice as a virtue of a city would help to define justice as a virtue of a human being

State of nature

-State of nature is populated by individuals who have been left to their own devises and are fearful of their own survival

Tyranny of the majority

-If the majority rules, what is to stop it from expropriating the minority, or from tyrannizing it in other ways by enforcing the majority's religion, language, or culture on the minority?

-The phrase tyranny of the majority (also: tyranny of the masses), used in discussing systems of democracy and majority rule, is a criticism of the scenario in which decisions made by a majority under that system would place that majority's interests so far above a dissenting individual's interest that the individual would be actively oppressed, just like the oppression by tyrants and despots

Harm Principle

-(also mentioned in Lockes 2 treatises of govt.) that the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilized community, against his will is to prevent harm to others. His own good, either physical or moral, is not sufficient warrant.

‘Politics as a Vocation’

-Lecture given by Max Weber

-In this essay Weber states that the ethos of politics is directed by the commandment of trade-offs. Politics is the art of compromise and decision making based on social benefits weighted against costs; in this respect, political action cannot be rooted only in conviction, since one's conviction can be another's social anathema. Using as an example Christianity, seen as a core conviction, Weber affirms that a politician cannot only be a man of "true Christian ethic" .The political realm is no realm for saints. A politician should marry the ethic of ultimate ends with an ethic of responsibility. 

John Rawls

-Was an American philosopher and a leading figure in moral and political philosophy

-His work in political philosophy, dubbed Rawlsianism, takes as its starting point the argument that "most reasonable principles of justice are those everyone would accept and agree to from a fair position." Rawls employs a number of thought experiments—including the famous veil of ignorance- to determine what constitutes a fair agreement in which "everyone is impartially situated as equals," in order to determine principles of social justice. He is one of the major thinkers in the tradition of liberal political philosophy

Equality

-A term conveying the idea of equal access to te political sphere, equal access to and benefit of the law, and equal access to social entitlements provided by the state.

Rights

-Legal or moral entitlement

 
 Lec. 6 Republicanism, Conservatism and Socialism 

 

Concepts from the Lecture
Republicanism

-Main tenants of republicanism: civic virtue and duties of citizens are key, factionalism must be avoided, republic is invisible, fear of corruption, rule of law-anti monarchial/mixed with constitution, defend republic at all costs-freedom of people

-American revolution- 1776, anti monarchial-emphasizes the people and the rule of law

-Civic virtue and duty, preferable to liberalism and democracy

-No foundational religion-separation of church and state

-Enormous debate of whether or not America is liberal or republican

-An ideology, which rejects tyrannical forms of government and embraces civic virtue and the citizen as central to political life. Republicanism emphasizes the organic and transcendent nature of the republic along with duty to country 

Roman ‘Res publica’

-Everything public

-Focus is on virtue of ‘citizens’ 

-Ward off corruption, tyranny and factionalism

-Freedom from tyranny of other states

Mixed constitution - Consuls, Senate, Assemblies

Jean Jacques Rousseau

-Modern republicanism

-Social contract-1762

-Defends the ‘general will’ of the people- like plato’s republic- “the whole is better than the parts” 

-Popular sovereignty-whoever will be subject to laws must be writers of the laws, people have sovereignty

-His ideas were felt throughout revolutionary France

-Individuals can aspire to greater good

Immanuel Kant

-Perpetual Peace-1795

-State is either republican or despotic

-Perpetual peace requires that the “constitution of every country be republican” 

Edmund Burke / Reflections on the Revolution in France

-Argues against any dramatic break from traditions/customs

-Conservative

-Reflections on the French Revolution in 1790

-Aristocracy= good

Tenets of Conservatism

-Anti-romantic/revolutionary/republican
-Organic view of society: we are connected to a previous generation and their traditions and the future generation

-Conservation of tradition

-Skepticism of change

-Pessimistic view of human nature- fear the irrationality of people

Neo-conservatism

-1980’s

-Social conservatism-states control functions strengthened, increased police powers, tough on crime, focus on victims

-Increase in military expenditure

-Pro-traditional ‘family values’ –definition of marriage, tax laws re: stay at home spouse

-Christian right- abortion, capital punishment, anti-gay and lesbian

-George Bush- republican and neoconservative

Fiscal conservatism vs. Social conservatism

-Fiscal Conservative - Cut Taxes

-Social Conservative - Law and Order (Military Spending)

-The combination= 5 trillion accumulated in debt in the USA under George W. Bush 

Communist Manifesto
-Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, 1848, key text of socialism

-One of the world’s most influential political manuscripts

-Presents analytical approach to the class struggle, and the problems of capitalism, rather than a prediction of communisms potential true forms. 

-Contains Marx’s and Engels’ Marxist theories about the nature of society and politics.

-Capitalist society of the time will eventually be replaced by socialism and then by communism. 

Eduard Bernstein / Evolutionary Socialism
-1899, key text of socialism 

-Leading social democrat

-Gradual democratic changes in a society can ultimately change a society’s fundamental economic relations and political structures. Revolutions are necessary to fundamentally change a society. 
Karl Marx/ Dialectical Materialism

-Working class will eventually overpower the elite

-Proletariat could revolt; it would spring from the workers

-Marx argues that if we want to study customs, stop looking at what they say, and look at what they do, look at production-who works, who owns, and look at economy.

-Dialectical- class struggle

-Those who own are trying to maximize economy, suppress workers

-Will create a communist society ultimately. 

 

Concepts from the Textbook
Utopian Socialism 

-New collectivist economic and political system

-Communal ownership of production

-Free education, healthcare

-Possible absolution of family

-Redistribution of income

Scientific Socialism

-Marx argued that socialism is merely a stage of economic and social development following the demise of capitalism. 

-Tremendous impact on the organizational forms of the working class

-Socialism is scientific- drawing on enlightenment notions of rationality and science

Social Democracy

-Characterized by commitment to universal social programs for citizens, a mixed economy of public and private enterprise and public taxation to decrease income disparities

-In the European union, social democratic parties continue to have a significant presence on Europe’s political landscape

Anarchism

-Rejection of hierarchical forms of government

-Popular in the 19th century as a response to the industrial revolution

-Significant impact on developing political regimes, particularly in Africa

-2 distinct categories, social and collectivist anarchy 

New Left

 -1968, students in Paris organized sustained revolt that was supported by the industrial workers who went on strike across French provinces

-Drawing on critiques of capitalist society and calling for revolutionary change

-Not exclusive to France, took place world wide, took place in the US in opposition to the Vietnam War, challenged American imperialism

-New Left Review-a text influenced by Marx, Engels, and Lenin. These scholarly publications attempted to preserve the critical nature of Marxism, Leninism and socialist thought more generally. 

Lec. 7 The Modern Citizen 

 

Concepts from the Lecture
Natural Rights

-Rights we are born with

-17th-18th century

-Basis of the American Constitution

-Rights that people are said to possess by “nature” and not as members of particular societies

 ‘Life, liberty and property’

-Locke

-Inalienable rights: you cannot give them away, they are a part of you.

-You execute the law of nature- you punish others if they threaten your life, liberty or property. 

-Any laws that violate these rights are illegitimate, and the government can be overthrown

Jeremy Bentham / ‘Nonsense upon stilts’

-1748-1832

-Modern critic of rights theory

-Natural rights have no basis

-Only rights, which count, are positive rights in law

-Only rights encoded in law

-Elevated by rhetoric

-Utilitarian

-Came up with the idea of the panopitcon- prisoners cant see the guard in the tower, but the guard can see the prisoners. The guard doesn’t have to be on duty all the time as the prisoners think they are being watched, this is more efficient. 

TH Marshall/ Citizenship and Social Class

-1950

-Argued for condition of social rights in liberal states

-Evolution of citizenship

-‘Do rights have any relevance if people do not have the capacity to make citizenship a meaningful practice?’

-3 elements of citizenship that evolved in the modern liberal democratic state: civic rights-individual freedom, political rights- right to vote/run for political office, social rights-security and economic welfare. 

-Citizens in need entitled to welfare provisions, not as a form of charity but as a form of citizenship.

Isaiah Berlin ‘Two Concepts of Freedom’

-1969

-Negative liberties: ‘Freedom to think/act freely’

-State must not interfere with individual

-Political/civic rights: ‘freedom from’

-Rights, which underpin liberalism/liberal state. 

Concepts from the Readings:
Universality vs. Difference Citizenship

-Universality: everyone is equal before the law

-Difference: citizenship that calls for an explicit recognition of group differences to ensure inclusion and full participation, allows for recognition and representation for disadvantaged/minority groups

-“Second class citizens”: regardless of having citizenship status, based on group membership people are considered “second class” based on their race or gender. 

Public-private dichotomy

-The gender based division of personality characteristics, roles and values.

-Women are associated with the private sphere of home and family and its accompanying traits, such as passivity, defeat, and emotion. 

-Men are linked to the public sphere of business and government and its virtues of individualism, rationality, intelligence and freedom.

-Carole Pateman, 1989- these assumptions of gender roles create a two-tier structure in the welfare state. Women are seen as ‘dependants’ and thus their rights of social citizenship are only partial as they are not paid employees- welfare is limited. 

-Iris Marion Young, 1949-2006, argued that modern conceptions of citizenship serve to marginalize and oppress various groups of people. Group specific rights needed to confront oppression and disadvantage (differentiated citizenship). This includes things like public support of group organizations, group representation in the generation and evaluation of key policies and veto power over specific policies that affect any one group directly. For example: multiculturalism policy in Canada.

National vs. Global Citizenship
-Richard Falk, 1930-present, argues that globalization has eroded the statist conventional norms of citizenship. The growth of regionalism, multinational corporations and trans-national non-governmental groups has also contributed to this erosion.

-Global migration raises questions about the status and rights of migrants, between states and there is a growing trend of dual citizenship.

-David Held, 1951-present, draws attention to “disjuncture”-separation between citizenship as a status with rights and duties coming from an individual’s membership in a national political community and the growth of international law. These emerging systems have mixed consequences, erosion of the nation state due to international legal regimes. 

-Cross-border migration shows the growing global interconnectedness, and has also prompted scholars to problematize the relationships between state, nation and people that underpin conventional understandings of citizenship. 

-Dual citizenship difficult due to national loyalties, taxation issues, civil status and military service obligations. 

 

Lec. 8  The Modern Citizen - Rights

 

Concepts from the Lecture
English Bill of Rights

-1688- formed a revolution against the monarchy

-Sets out to seek the consent of the people as represented in the parliament. 

-Limited the power of the monarch

-One of the fundamental instruments of constitutional law

Universal Declaration of Human Rights

-1948

-International Convention

-Followed ww2

-I-Introduced concept of human rights
-Article 2: ‘Without distinction such as race, color, sex, language, religion etc.’

-Article 3: ‘Life, liberty & security of person.’

-Articles 4-21: Political/Civil Rights- e.g. Freedom from slavery, torture, arbitrary arrest or detention; equality before law, freedom of expression, assembly, right of asylum, etc.

-Articles 22- 26: Social/Economic Rights. E.g. right to work, pay, education, shelter etc.

-Violations of the declaration: Zimbabwe, Darfur, Myanmar/Burma and Guantanamo Bay

UN Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

-1966

-Respect the civil and political rights of individuals, including the right to life, freedom of religion, freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, electoral rights and rights to due process of a fair trial. 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

           Fundamental Freedoms-section 2

           Democratic Rights-section 3-5

           Legal Rights-section 7-14

           Equality Rights-section 15

           Linguistic Rights-section 16-23

-Problems with the charter are that the documents are very ‘liberal’

-Guarantees certain political rights to Canadian citizens and civil rights of everyone in Canada from the policies and actions of all levels of government

-Designed to unify Canadians around a set of principles that embody those rights. 

-1982

Limitations on the Charter of Rights

-Recognition of Group Rights

-Sec. 25 – Protection of Treaty Rights 

-Sec. 27 – Protection of Multi-culturalism

The Notwithstanding Clause

-Government right to overrule individual rights: section 33

-Applies only to section 2: 7-15

-Used by Quebec and Saskatchewan

State sovereignty vs. International Human Rights

-The issue of respect for sovereignty does become problematic in certain circumstances, as in some cases violating sovereignty can be permissible. 

-Problems arise in that the violation of sovereignty can be viewed as permissible in certain circumstances: when international human rights laws are being violated, national governments fail to control the situation at hand, and there is a high chance of a successful intervention. 

Concepts from the Readings:

See above Lec. 7

 

Lec. 9 Citizen Protest and Participation 

Concepts from the Lecture
Joseph Schumpeter
-1883-1950

-Democracy is elections

-Is voting in elections enough? 

Single Member Plurality

-(First past the post) 

-One member per riding

-Winner gets the most votes

-Problems with this are that the results do not reflect popular vote, and small parties lose out, this also results in man votes being wasted

-Larger parties are overrepresented and smaller parties are under represented

-Discourages maturation of small parties that are committed to a delegate model of representation and advocating on behalf of particular societal interests. 

Proportional Representation

-Elected seats are proportional to vote

-Electorate elects multiple members in riding- partly 1st system parties have more control, vote for party, party members elected in proportion to popular vote. 

-Single transferrable vote- electorate has more control, vote for candidates, preferential voting

-Problems with proportional representation are that multiple members are less accountable, less stable for the government as there are more minorities and coalitions.

Democracy in America

-Alexis De Tocqueville

-1835

-French author who celebrated American democracy

-“Nation of joiners”- people in America joined many different political groups to express their interests

-Democracy depends on an active, engaged and civil society. 

The Civic Culture

-1963

-Gabriel Almond and Sidney Verba

-Comparative analysis of 5 nations

-Used 1,000 person samples from the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany, Italy and Mexico 

-3 kinds of political culture: subject: citizen is aware but passive, parochial: citizen is unaware of politics, participation: citizen is aware and active. 

-Civic culture requires active citizens

-United States is the best example of civic culture

Bowling Alone

-Robert Putnam

-2000

-American democracy requires engaged citizens

-Collapse of civic participation in the last 40 years

-1900’s-1960’s- increase in service associations

-1970’s- present- decline as measured by membership in associations, causes of decline: dual career families, television, generational change and mobility.

-Problems with Putnam’s thesis: is he measuring old forms of civic society

-Is civic society changing rather than declining? 

-Collapse of civic society is bad for democracy

-New forms of civic activity: new values/norms (post materialism-1970’s), global issues: environmentalism/peace movement, identity politics: (gay, lesbian, civil rights, feminist groups), new kinds of political activities (1970’s-90s), traditional organizations drop in memberships, increase in boycotts, demonstrations and petitions. Also new technologies like web based groups/activities. 

New Social Movement Theory

-Long history of citizen protest and civil disobedience, dating back to Socrates: the Apology. Challenge existing laws- higher moral calling

-1970’s-present

-Historical context: relative prosperity, and explosion in post-secondary education

-Characteristics: growing numbers of young educated middle class, anti-authority, radically democratic, post-materialist. 

-Rise of post-materialist values: Ronald Ingleheart: the silent revolution, generational change: depression and ww2- materialist concerns (security, money ect.), civil rights generation: new values. 

-Some examples of social movements: environmentalism, anti-nuclear movement, women’s liberation, civil rights movement and gay/lesbian rights.

-Why are there social movements?- decline in trade unions, crisis of Marxism/socialism, new forms of collective identity and need for personal/cultural transformation

-Mid/end of 1980’s decline in New Social Movements

-1990’s: Increase in Protests over material concerns, due to record levels of unemployment, anti-globalization protests. 

Resource mobilization Theory

-How are the groups successful? 
-Mobilization of resources

-Bureaucratic organization

-Professional expertise

-Political opportunity

Lec. 10 International Relations

 

Concepts from the Lecture
Realism 

-Realist school of thought

-Post ww2

-Theoretical origins in Hobbes, Machiavelli

-WW2- idealism is naïve

-Hard power is key

-Hans Morgenthau, politics among nations, 1948, played a major role in foreign policy of the United States, which made it exercise globe-spanning power in the Cold War.

-Principles of realist school of thought: human nature is power seeking, key actors are states, anarchy underpins international system, motivation of states is national interest, security is a central problem, and the objective is the balance of power. 

Idealism

-Idealist/liberal school of thought

-Post ww1

-Theoretical origins of idealism: Locke, and Mill

-Historical origins: end of ww1, Woodrow Wilson, League of Nations, soft power is key: treaties, ect. Influence but you agree not to be violent (hard power) 

-Principles of idealism/liberal school: human nature is basically co-operative, central problem is peace, and the objective was to create international authority.

Politics Amongst Nations

-Hans Morgenthau

-1948

-Played a major role in foreign policy of the United States, which made it exercise globe-spanning power in the Cold War.

-Realist school of thought supporter

Security Dilemma

-What creates insecurity? 

-Cold war concept of security: greatest threat is external nuclear attack, national security is law, national security can be increased by economic/military strength, security dilemma-national security leads to national insecurity

-Solution is balance of power and MAD (mutual assured destruction)

Human Security

-Security defined as security of the individual, not the state

-Borderless world gives new meaning to insecurity

-Change precipitated by: end of cold war, change in role of UN, globalization/technology

New Threats to Security

-Population/environmental threats: population consumes and produces waste; produce pollution in the air and water, climate change

-Proliferation of weapons: nuclear and non-nuclear- nuclear proliferation treaty 1970 (international treaty to limit the spread of nuclear weapons, beyond US, UK, France, Russia and China. Four nations have not signed, these are India, Pakistan, North Korea and Israel- India and Pakistan tension- both have done tests, Israel will not confirm but consensus is they have nukes, North Korea is unpredictable and has made threats, Iran is current focus for international community. Worry is that nuclear weapons are unstable region/state and worry is that terrorists could obtain them. Non nuclear proliferation: small arms kill 1000 people per day in conflicts, arms are sold largely to countries in conflict, global small arms trade is a big business: over 1000 companies in 90 countries, conventional arms trade in 2004- 35billion/per year, 16 billion units of ammunition. Arms trade exacerbates conflict in the developing world.

-Increase in ethnic conflict (intra state)/cleansing, decrease in war since 1990, -Genocide (extinction of group of people), contemporary example: Rwanda, 1994 (Hutu majority kill Tutsi minority, within 100 days - 800,000 killed (Red Cross estimate)). The International Community stood by while the genocide occurred. Eye Witness: General Romeo Dallaire a UN Commander, he was unable to convince the UN/Western powers to act to protect those who were being killed.

-Terrorism- local is a global, non-state actor, civilians targeted, suicide attacks. Robert Page: Dying to win: the logic behind terrorism, analyzed every suicide attack from 1984-2004, Tamils responsible for the majority of suicide attacks, a political objective to remove foreign occupier- not only fueled by religious fanaticism. 

-Common threads to the new threats: rights of human beings being violated, not state to state threats, environment: global problem; no borders, ethnic conflict: intra-state and refugee problem; state part of the problem, proliferation of weapons: non state/intrastate actors, terrorism: non state actors, national military/economic- might not solve problems, international community must be prepared to respond to new threats. 

-Addressing new threats: environmental: Kyoto protocol and local initiatives, ethnic cleansing: international criminal court and responsibility to protect (UN document), proliferation of weapons: nuclear- reassert non-proliferation treaty, traditional diplomacy and international pressure, non nuclear arms trade: international small arms agreement (like landmines), terrorism: invasion/occupation of countries to reduce or increase security.

Hard power vs. soft power

-Soft power: treaties, League of Nations, non-violence

-Hard power: violence, coercion, and payment, soft power is naïve.

Concepts from the Readings:

End of History

-Francis Fukuyama, 1989 essay

-Western Liberalism has defeated its two major opponents: fascism and communism.

-Western liberalism had proved itself to be the best and the only viable option for the governance of the many and diverse countries of the contemporary world.

-Basic principles of the democratic state cannot be improved upon

-Criticism that it was overly optimistic view of history and the universality of the western paradigm. 

Clash of Civilizations

-1993 essay by Samuel Huntington

-Conflict not cooperation best characterizes post- world war politics.

-Conflict in this new world order will be cultural rather than economic or ideological

-World consists of 8 major civilizations: Western, Confucian, Japanese, Islamic, Hindu, Slavic-Orthodox, Latin American and possibly African civilizations

-Fundamental and innate differences between civilizations necessarily lead to conflicts

-The West only has 2 options, West should consolidate power and defend itself against the “rest” and the US should consolidate its relations with Europe and Latin America, maintain friendly ties with Japan and Russia and protect its interests against non-friendly civilizations, in particular Islamic and Confucian civilizations. The West should exploit differences among these civilizations, and maintain its economic and military superiority. Follow the policy of divide and rule over non-western civilizations.

Jihad vs. McWorld

-Benjamin Barber

-Jihad- identity politics

-Macworld (mcdonalds, mac computers ect)- transnational forces, challenging sovereignty, borderless world, increase of trade, finance ect. 

-A war within civilization, not a clash of civilizations

IGO’s

-Intergovernmental organizations consists of national governments or states

-Motivation behind organizations has been to limit and prevent warfare between nations

-League of Nations started in 1919, United Nations started in 1945

-Strengthening states, and the state system and strengthening society.

IMF

-International Monetary Fund

-Since the 1940’s the IMF and the World Bank have adopted narrow conception of poverty based on economic indicators. 

-Poverty conceptualized in terms of GNP, household income, consumption, and monetary access to the market. 

-In the 1990’s the World Bank and the IMF acknowledged that the World War II development tragedies had failed to reduce poverty or limit the uneven impact of globalization. 

PART II: Contemporary Challenges: Globalization and Identity

Lec. 11 Globalization

 

Concepts from the Lecture
Interdependence

-Early 20th Century

-Interdependent economies

-Technology: Telegraph, radio, telephone, shipping

-Development of “interdependence”

-WW1- nationalism replaces interdependence 
-1929: Wall St. Crash and Depression

-Global Economic System Crashes

-Two Theories on the Fix: John Maynard Keynes: The state and Frederich Hayek: The market

The Bretton Woods System

-Famous international conference in 1944 held at Bretton Woods

-Reconstruct world economy to avoid repeating the political and economic instabilities of the interwar period. 

-New period of interdependence  

-IMF - economic stability by regulating international monetary system based on convertible currencies

-World Bank - development bank: basic needs of developing countries

-GATT/WTO - liberalization of trade

-Reduce Barriers to Trade (Tariffs and NTBs)

Benjamin Barber
-Jihad vs. McWorld
-Jihad- identity politics

-Macworld (mcdonalds, mac computers ect)- transnational forces, challenging sovereignty, borderless world, increase of trade, finance ect. 

-A war within civilization, not a clash of civilizations

John Maynard Keynes versus Frederich Hayek

-Two theories on the fix

-Keynes: The state: focuses on government's use of fiscal policy--spending, deficits, and tax. These tools could be used to manage aggregate demand and thus ensure full employment. As a corollary, the government would cut back its spending during times of recovery and expansion.

-Hayek: the market: less government intervention meant more economic freedom. He believed that when people are free to choose, the economy runs more efficiently
GATT/WTO

-Liberation of trade

-Reduce barriers to trade (tariffs) 

-Goods traded virtually tariff free (notable exceptions)

IMF

-International Monetary Fund

-Since the 1940’s the IMF and the World Bank have adopted narrow conception of poverty based on economic indicators. 

-Poverty conceptualized in terms of GNP, household income, consumption, and monetary access to the market. 

-In the 1990’s the World Bank and the IMF acknowledged that the World War II development tragedies had failed to reduce poverty or limit the uneven impact of globalization. 

World Bank

-Since the 1940’s the IMF and the World Bank have adopted narrow conception of poverty based on economic indicators. 

-Poverty conceptualized in terms of GNP, household income, consumption, and monetary access to the market. 

-In the 1990’s the World Bank and the IMF acknowledged that the World War II development tragedies had failed to reduce poverty or limit the uneven impact of globalization. 

-World Bank defines poverty as the inability to attain a minimum standard of living. This minimum standard of living benchmark was further divided into two other criteria: ability to purchase minimum daily nutritional requirements as determined by the society in which one lives, and the ability to meet basic needs that are shaped by an assessment of the cost of participating in everyday life of society.

-World bank has prioritized income and consumption over broader notions of well-being. 

Capital Market Liberalization

-1990’s

-Opening up emerging markets to foreign investment

-Last barrier to globalization

-Factors leading to push for capital market liberalization: Power of Market Managed Funds: Trillions $, Growth of Different Funds (RRSP’s)

-Search for new investment possibilities

-1990’s - Newly Emerging Economies

-1990’s - IT Bubble

-2000’s - Sub prime mortgage Bubble

-1990’s: The Deal: Open up US/western markets for goods from developing world in exchange for opening up financial markets in ‘third world’ for investment from west.

-Benefits vs Risks: Benefit: Capitalize new economies, Risk of Financial Crisis: Too much debt, Default on loans, Market unstable or weak, Rapid withdrawal of capital, Economic and social costs

-Across borders: 1st Crisis: Mexico 1994, Default and Bail out by US-Moral Hazard Problem

Moral Hazard

-Lack of incentive to guard against risk where one is protected from its consequences: by insurance

-1994 crisis in Mexico, default and bail out by the US- moral hazard problem

-During the Asian Financial Crisis the US did not bail out. 

Concepts from the Readings:

End of History

-Francis Fukuyama, 1989 essay

-Western Liberalism has defeated its two major opponents: fascism and communism.

-Western liberalism had proved itself to be the best and the only viable option for the governance of the many and diverse countries of the contemporary world.

-Basic principles of the democratic state cannot be improved upon

-Criticism that it was overly optimistic view of history and the universality of the western paradigm. 

Clash of Civilizations

-1993 essay by Samuel Huntington

-Conflict not cooperation best characterizes post- world war politics.

-Conflict in this new world order will be cultural rather than economic or ideological

-World consists of 8 major civilizations: Western, Confucian, Japanese, Islamic, Hindu, Slavic-Orthodox, Latin American and possibly African civilizations

-Fundamental and innate differences between civilizations necessarily lead to conflicts

-The West only has 2 options, West should consolidate power and defend itself against the “rest” and the US should consolidate its relations with Europe and Latin America, maintain friendly ties with Japan and Russia and protect its interests against non-friendly civilizations, in particular Islamic and Confucian civilizations. The West should exploit differences among these civilizations, and maintain its economic and military superiority. Follow the policy of divide and rule over non-western civilizations.

Jihad vs. McWorld

-Benjamin Barber

-Jihad- identity politics

-Macworld (mcdonalds, mac computers ect)- transnational forces, challenging sovereignty, borderless world, increase of trade, finance ect. 

-A war within civilization, not a clash of civilizations

IGO’s

-Intergovernmental organizations consists of national governments or states

-Motivation behind organizations has been to limit and prevent warfare between nations

-League of Nations started in 1919, United Nations started in 1945

-Strengthening states, and the state system and strengthening society.

Lec. 12 Globalization: Crises

 

Concepts from the Lecture

Asian Financial Crisis

-1990’s

-Capital market liberalization in South East Asia

-Enormous increase in foreign investment

-Debt overload

-Lack of domestic bank regulation

-Hedge funds (investing in borrowed money-high risk) betting against and for currencies

-Crisis hits Thailand

-Hedge funds take run at currency

-Capital recedes in mass

-Flow of capital instantaneous and intense

-Thai economy free fall- currency falls in value, stock market crashes, and unemployment/cost of living increases

-Impact on real lives is enormous

-$116 billion flowed out of Asian markets

-Spreading crisis, due to globalization all markets are interconnected

-Borderless world and systematic risk-in Indonesia government collapses and social fabric is torn

-IMF called into “bail out” Asian countries

-$40 billion bailout

-IMF tied money to neo-liberal reforms-creates enormous political, economic and social pressure

-Asian financial crisis ends at the end of the 1900s

-Globalization survives its first test, but at an enormous cost to people. 

Contagion

-Spreading crisis- due to globalization makes the world interconnected

-Borderless world results in systematic risk

-Asian Financial Crisis spread from Thailand to Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore. 

International Credit Crisis

-2000-2008 decreased regulation on US financial institutions

-Building up of toxic assets-little or no regulation on mortgages, no down payment, back loaded/initial low interest, long amortization (paying back), eventually large numbers of defaults

-Mortgage securities, bundled together by investment banks and sold as securities-credit defaults snap, investment banks provide insurance on bonds (if they default, will pay full value) in exchange for premium

-Three key financial institutions in crisis: AIG, Bear Stearns, and Lehman Brothers. 

-Technology and constant info kept everyone up to date: internet, cnbc- 24 hours a day

-Bear Stearns (Phase 1)- Massive Investment in Mortgage Equities, Investment in Credit-Default Swaps , Fortune 500 – 2007 ‘Most admired’ Bank, March 2008 – Loss of confidence in bank, shares drop from $171 - $60, classic run on Bank

-Two Key Players: Ben Bernanke- Chair Federal Reserve Board, Economist – researched Depression and Henry Paulson- Treasury Secretary, Republican

-Debate government involvement: Moral Hazard vs. Systemic Risk

-Phase 1: Bear Stearns- Immediate Catalyst – reserves run out, appeal for Cash to Federal Reserve Board, FSB goes in over night to look at books, Billions in Toxic Assets- Deeply Interconnected to other Banks

-FSB guarantees loan but at $2 share

-1st Phase – Fear of Systemic Risk trumps Moral Hazard

-Phase 2: Lehman Brothers, Invested in Mortgage Market, Summer 2008: price share falls. Paulson tells Lehman to find purchaser, September 2008: Run on the bank – share value plunges, Paulson refuses bail out of Lehman Brothers, Lehman Brothers files for bankruptcy

-Phase 2: Moral Hazard Trumps Systemic Risk

-Phase 3: AIG: largest insurance company in the world- trillions of dollars in credit-default swaps, presumes Lehman brothers cannot fall, looking for money to cover debts- no credit, fear for whole financial system, federal reserve bails out AIG- 80% shares- 85billion dollars, AIG in effect, nationalized (government has 80% share) 

-Large banks afraid to loan to other banks, no one loaning, credit markets frozen. 

-Phase 4: Bailing out whole financial system, congress has to buy toxic assets, Paulson and Bernanke call congress together (over hours/days)- due to the size of bailout and the whole system. Full scale bailout of system, 700billion dollars. First bill fails, republican back at state intervention-see this as socialism. Stock market crashes, biggest drop in history. Second bill passes although many still oppose it. Treasury board then does capital injection, credit crisis goes global and treasury buys billions of toxic assets from 9 banks. 

-Immediate crisis ends December 2008, blow to economy-impact on people’s lives. Foreclosures and bankruptcies, retirement funds devastated, credit impossible to get- slows the economy further. 

-Government stimulus programs- 2009-2010, government spend to stimulate economy, debt is now key political problem –(Greece, UK, USA and Spain), austerity (strict) budgets beginning to be introduced. 

Toxic Assets

-Financial assets whose value has fallen significantly and for which there is no longer a functioning market, so that such assets cannot be sold at a price satisfactory to the holder. 

-When a toxic asset ceases to function it is referred to as “frozen”

-Markets for some toxic assets began to freeze in 2007, and the problem grew much worse in the second half of 2008. 

-The value of the assets was very sensitive to economic conditions, increased uncertainty in these conditions made it difficult to estimate the value of the assets. 

-Banks from major financial institutions were unwilling to sell the assets at significantly reduced prices, since lower prices would force them to reduce significantly their stated assets, making them at least on paper, insolvent (bankrupt) 

-Main company assets that companies had were credit default swaps and mortgages.

Subprime Mortgage

-Little or no regulation on mortgages, no down payment, back loaded (initial low interest), long amortization

-Eventually large numbers of defaults

-Lending to someone who may have difficulty maintaining the repayment schedule. 

Ben Bernanke

-Key player in the International Financial Crisis

-Chair Federal Reserve Board

-Economist – researched Depression

-Bailing out whole financial system, congress has to buy toxic assets, Paulson and Bernanke call congress together (over hours/days)- due to the size of bailout and the whole system. Full-scale bailout of system, 700billion dollars. First bill fails, republican back at state intervention-see this as socialism. Stock market crashes, biggest drop in history. Second bill passes although many still oppose it. Treasury board then does capital injection, credit crisis goes global and treasury buys billions of toxic assets from 9 banks. 

Henry Paulson

-Key player in the International Financial Crisis

-Treasury Secretary

-Republican

-Bailing out whole financial system, congress has to buy toxic assets, Paulson and Bernanke call congress together (over hours/days)- due to the size of bailout and the whole system. Full-scale bailout of system, 700billion dollars. First bill fails, republican back at state intervention-see this as socialism. Stock market crashes, biggest drop in history. Second bill passes although many still oppose it. Treasury board then does capital injection, credit crisis goes global and treasury buys billions of toxic assets from 9 banks. 

Moral Hazard vs. Systemic Risk

-Lack of incentive to guard against risk where one is protected from its consequences: by insurance

-1994 crisis in Mexico, default and bail out by the US- moral hazard problem

-During the Asian Financial Crisis the US did not bail out. 

International Credit Freeze

-When a toxic asset ceases to function it is referred to as “frozen”

-Markets for some toxic assets began to freeze in 2007, and the problem grew much worse in the second half of 2008. 

Concepts from the Readings:

Political Economy

-Field of study concerned with the ways in which economics and politics intersect. The confrontation between states and markets, power and wealth or the worlds of politics and economics.

-The increase of global financial flows, trade and other international political and economic activities created the need to refocus political economy from the national to the international. This is the context in which political economy was founded

-Political construction and management of the global economy is one aspect of the global political economy. 

-Global political economy managed by and in the interest of particular groups or sets of social forces, this can benefit certain groups and disadvantage others. 

-Karl Polyani- 1886-1964: argued against the free market, market is self regulating-needs no interference from the government, economy is a reflection of political differences and contests, markets are “artificial” – less the result of natural processes and more the result of politically beneficial arrangements, studied the rise and demise of laissez-faire in the 19th and 20th century-demonstrated that free trade supported the ideas of the political and economic and imposed and sustained these ideas through governmental regulation and public policy. 

-Mercantilism: policies that promote exports and discourage imports. Lead imperial countries into competitive struggles with each other for “overseas” markets and territorial possessions. 

American Empire

-American policies increasingly imperial in tone

-2003 invasion and subsequent occupation of Iraq 

-Policy towards global economic and political issues that focuses less on the creation of a global free market system and more on the assertion of American supremacy in political and strategic terms. 

Neoliberalism

-Neo-liberalism describes a market-driven approach to economic and social policy based on neoclassical theories of economics that stresses the efficiency of private enterprise, liberalized trade and relatively open markets, and therefore seeks to maximize the role of the corporate sector in determining the political and economic priorities of the state.

-Shares in common with neo-conservatism: believe in the free market, pushing back the state and cutting spending-fiscal conservatism but differ on expansion in military, social attitudes (conservatives have a social view on gay rights, abortion ect.) and conservatives want more spending in security forces (police ect.)

Lec. 13 Globalization: Lessons and Theories

 

Concepts from the Lecture:

Francis Fukuyama

-1989 essay “The End of History” and later book “The End of History and the Last Man” [1992]

-Western liberal capitalism defeated its 2 major opponents- fascism and communism.

-“Collapse of Soviet Union meant end of mankinds ideological evolution and the universalization of western liberal democracy as the final form of human govt.”- 1989

-Although he suspected lingering resistance, he knew that the Rest would eventually see the error of their ways and embrace liberal capitalism

-Neo conservatism

-Fukuyama believes the US has a right to promote its own values in the world, but more along the lines of what he calls "realistic Wilsonianism", with military intervention only as a last resort and only in addition to other measures. A latent military force is more likely to have an effect than actual deployment. The US spends more on its military than the rest of the world put together, but Iraq shows there are limits to its effectiveness. The US should instead stimulate political and economic development and gain a better understanding of what happens in other countries. The best instruments are setting a good example and providing education and, in many cases, money.

Thomas Friedman

-1953- present

-“The Flat Earth, 2005”

-Global players: Nandan Nilekani (CEO, Infosys in India), Walmart, UPS etc

-World is flat playing field and has shrunk in size due to communications/technology

-Advocate of globalization

-Concerned about Americas lack of independence when it comes to energy

-Believes that if America becomes more energy dependent then authoritarian rulers in the Middle East will be coerced out of power that will spread stability and modernization in an autocratic and theocratic region.

David Korten

-“When Corporations Rule the World, 1995

-1937- PRESENT

-American economist

-Prominent critic of corporate globalization

-Globalization has caused: poverty, social disintegration, environmental destruction

-Globalization is end of the nation state

-Criticizes consumerism, Markey deregulation, free trade and privatization.

-Promoted family enterprises, small-scale co-ops, worker owned firms and neighborhood and municipal corporations.

Globalization and its Discontents

-Published by Nobel Laureate Joseph E Stiglitz

-2002

-Concise, devastating and relentless indictment of the global economic policies of the International Monetary Fund, World Trade Org, and the World Bank. 

-Capital market liberalization not the answer in all markets

-Globalization benefits certain parties

-Excessive reliance on market fundamentalism

-Critical of US treasury

-Critical of the hypocrisy of the West

Benefits of Globalization

-Increase in overall wealth b/w

-1950- 1995

-Global economic and trade increases
-Ease of travel, communication, information

-Exchange of cultures

-International democratization

-Lower prices on goods

-Greater competition

-Higher economic growth

-Higher efficiency

-Cultural diversity

Drawbacks of Globalization

-Increased use of nonrenewable sources

-Contributes to increase of pollution and global warming

-Less control on output as firms can outsource production to where environmental standards are less strict

-It benefits the rich and does little for the poor

-Growing inequalities

-Despite increase in wealth persistent and enormous gap between rich and poor in word

-Gap between rich and poor

-Loss of sovereignty

-Neocolonialism

-Backlash against west, anger over inequality 

-Financial crisis: bankruptcies, unemployment etc

Lec. 14 Intro to Post-Modernism

Concepts from the Lecture:

Frederich Nietzsche

-1844- 1900

-God is dead: There is no Truth

-German philosopher

-Critical texts on religion, morality, contemporary culture, philosophy and science

-Influences in existentialism and postmodernism

-Nihilism

-Called the establishment of moral systems based on good and evil a “calamitous error”

-Master- slave morality- good being associated with other-worldliness, charity, piety, restraint, meekness, and submission; evil seen as worldly, cruel, selfish, wealthy, and aggressive. Nietzsche sees slave-morality born out of the resentment of slaves. It works to overcome the slave's own sense of inferiority before the (better-off) masters. It does so by making out slave weakness to be a matter of choice, by, e.g., relabeling it as "meekness."

-Ubermensch- over/above human- superhuman.- favorite of the Nazi regime, for the notion of the master race.

-“Thus spoke Zarathustra” book.

-God is dead means that the idea of God can no longer provide values. The death of God is a way of saying that humans are no longer able to believe in any such cosmic order since they themselves no longer recognize it. The death of God will lead, Nietzsche says, not only to the rejection of a belief of cosmic or physical order but also to a rejection of absolute values themselves — to the rejection of belief in an objective and universal moral law, binding upon all individuals.

-Eternal recurrence: a concept which posits that the universe has been recurring, and will continue to recur, in a self-similar form an infinite number of times. – rebirth/reincarnation

-Will to power: he will to power describes what Nietzsche believed to be the main driving force in man; achievement, ambition, the striving to reach the highest possible position in life; these are all manifestations of the will to power

-Perspectivism: This means that there are many possible conceptual schemes, or perspectives in which judgment of truth or value can be made. This implies that no way of seeing the world can be taken as definitively "true", but does not necessarily entail that all perspectives are equally valid.

-Nihilism: is the philosophical doctrine suggesting the negation of one or more meaningful aspects of life. Most commonly, nihilism is presented in the form of existential nihilism which argues that life[1] is without objective meaning, purpose, or intrinsic value. Moral nihilists assert that morality does not inherently exist, and that any established moral values are abstractly contrived

Meanings of the Death of God

-God is dead means that the idea of God can no longer provide values. The death of God is a way of saying that humans are no longer able to believe in any such cosmic order since they themselves no longer recognize it. The death of God will lead, Nietzsche says, not only to the rejection of a belief of cosmic or physical order but also to a rejection of absolute values themselves — to the rejection of belief in an objective and universal moral law, binding upon all individuals.

-Moral absolutes are dead

-Religious god is dead

-Physical absolute of science are dead

-Ultimate act of Human power- Will to power

-Challenge to scientific /Philosophical method and language

- No truth outside ourselves

- Truth is relative

- No absolutes

- situated truths

- no point of origin

- we are in freefall

- ultimate freedom but also responsibility

- where do I feel at home: where do I belong?

Modern Crisis

-Bergen Belsen camp: Originally established as the prisoner of war camp Stalag XI-C, in 1943 it became a concentration camp on the orders of Heinrich Himmler, where Jewish hostages were held with the intention of exchanging them for German prisoners of war held overseas. Later still the name was applied to the displaced persons camp established nearby, but it is most commonly associated with the concentration camp it became as conditions deteriorated between 1943-1945. During this time an estimated 50,000 Russian prisoners of war and a further 50,000 inmates died there, up to 35,000 of them dying of typhus in the first few months of 1945.

-Hiroshima: The bombing of Tokyo and other cities in Japan during World War II caused widespread destruction and hundreds of thousands of deaths, nearly all civilians. For example, Toyama, an urban area of 128,000, was nearly fully destroyed, and incendiary attacks on Tokyo are credited with claiming 90,000 lives. There were no such air raids in Hiroshima. However, the threat was certainly there and to protect against potential fire bombings in Hiroshima, students (between 11–14 years) were mobilized to demolish houses and create firebreaks.

Post-modern tenets

-‘Rational subject’ is neither rational nor coherent

- Freud - role of unconscious

- Multiple selves

-  ‘Fixed World’ questioned: even physical absolutes are relative

-  Science/knowledge are inextricably linked to power

- Universal theories/definitions are not possible

- History is not Progress

- Grand narratives are not universal

- Power structures the world

-  Language/Medium is critical. 

- Case study: Disability

- Individual cannot exist outside of world observed.

- All knowledge is situated. 

-  Deconstruction is key tool

- The citizen - identity is irrelevant

- The state has shared political culture/values but ideological differences

- The Post-modern Challenge of Identity

- Identity is critically important in politics - need to recognize difference

- Gender: Feminism

- Ethnicity: Multiculturalism and post-colonialism

- Regions: Regionalism

Concepts from the Readings:

Michel Foucault

-Foucault is best known for his critical studies of social institutions, most notably psychiatry, medicine, the human sciences, and the prison system, as well as for his work on the history of human sexuality. 

-His writings on power, knowledge, and discourse have been widely discussed and taken up by others. 

-In the 1960s Foucault was associated with structuralism, a movement from which he distanced himself. 

-Foucault also rejected the poststructuralist and postmodernist labels later attributed to him, preferring to classify his thought as a critical history of modernity rooted in Kant. 

-Foucault's project was particularly influenced by Nietzsche, his "genealogy of knowledge" a direct allusion to Nietzsche's "genealogy of morality". In a late interview he definitively stated: "I am a Nietzschean."

-Panopticon (Bentham)

Truth/Power

- In "Truth and Power" Michel Foucault revisits the major theoretical trends and questions of his career. He is a thinker who knows no bounds of subject or field. His ideas stretch from literature to science, from psychology to labor. He deals in a currency that is accepted everywhere: truth and power. Foucault spends much of his career tracing the threads of truth and power as they intertwine with the history of human experience. He especially loves to study asylums and prisons because they are close to an encapsulated power structure. Using techniques culled from psychology, politics, anthropology, sociology, and archaeology, Foucault presents a highly politicized analysis of the flow of power and power relations.

The ‘Madman’

-Foucault later checked the vital signs of modernity and discovered a corpse as cold as Nietzsche’s God. He discovered that the modernist era had given way to another— Postmodernism. With this coming new era both Nietzsche and Foucault predicted a period of violence, death, destruction, and ultimately the end of humanity itself.

-Foucault elaborates: “. . . Nietzsche indicated the turning-point from a long way off; it is not so much the absence or the death of God that is affirmed as the end of Man . . . it becomes apparent, then, that the death of God and the last man are engaged in a contest with more than one round: is it not the last man who announces that he has killed God, thus situating his language, his thought, his laughter in the space of that already dead God, yet positing himself also as he who has killed God and whose existence includes the freedom and the decision of that murder? Thus, the last man is at the same time older and yet younger than the death of God; since he has killed God, it is he himself who must answer for his own finitude; but since it is in the death of God that he speaks, thinks, and exists, his murder itself is doomed to die; new gods, the same gods, are already swelling the future Ocean; Man will disappear.”

-Both Nietzsche and Foucault agree that after humanity kills God, they sign their own death certificate. A worldview perspective reveals how theological beliefs have implications for other areas of life. Nietzsche and Foucault understand the connection.

Lec. 15 Identity Politics

Concepts from the Lecture:

Link between Post-modernism and identity politics

- Modern Assumptions about Politics

- The citizen - identity is irrelevant

- The state has shared political culture/values but ideological differences

- The Post-modern Challenge of Identity

- Identity is critically important in politics - need to recognize difference

- Gender: Feminism

- Ethnicity: Multiculturalism and post-colonialism

- Regions: Regionalism

- Modern politics and the ‘identity-less’ citizen

- Hierarchy of medieval society gives way to notion of ‘sameness’ through natural rights

- Modern citizen = rule of law: same treatment

- 20th C. Human rights = ‘regardless of race, sex….’ all subject to rights equally

- Post-modern analysis and identity politics:

- Situated knowledge (Nietzsche’s lanterns) - recognize different perspectives on ‘truth’

- Post-modern analysis and identity politics:

-  Power: some perspectives more powerful (Foucault’s discourse) - others excluded.

- The Search for Belonging (Camus) Identity Politics: 

- Modern: Be included and treated the same in society - individual rights/equality as same treatment.

- Post-modern: Be recognized as different - group rights.

-  Conclusions:

- Modern politics - citizens are equal = without identity: state is ‘blind’ to difference/individual rights

-Post-modern politics - citizens are different, have varying levels of power; difference should be recognized/group rights

Sex vs. Gender

-The meaning of identity

-Biological/ natural, fixed

-Constructed/ social/ fluid

-Sex = chromosomes/ anatomy

-Gender= behavior/ socially constructed roles

-Traditional thought: sex determines gender

-Gender roles therefore are given by nature: they cannot change.

-Definition of “woman” (circa 1933)- with allusion to qualities generally attributed to be the female sex, as mutability, capriciousness, and proneness to tears, also to their position of inferiority or subjection

-Feminist thought: sex and gender are distinct

-We are socialized into specific roles

-Gender roles can therefore change

-To what extent can gender be de linked from sex and at what price?

‘One is not born but rather becomes a woman’

Simone Debeauvoir

-The second sex

-Existentialism

-French

-Polyamourous relationship with Jean Paul Sartre

-Traced the development of male oppression through history, literary and mythical sources, this consequently leads to a loss of social and personal identity of the variety of alienation unique to the experience of women.

-Feminist

-Generally held that the focus of philosophical thought should be to deal with the conditions of existence of the individual person and his or her emotions, actions, responsibilities, and thoughts.

The public/private divide

-Gender exclusion

-Ancient Greeks: oikos vs polis

-Protecting the private sphere

-John Locke: Carole Pateman, sexual contract (1980)

-Sexual contract underpins social contract

-JS Mill: equality of women

-Women’s first duty is to the private sphere (household)

-Citizen is gendered

-Wife works in private sphere (meal, cleaning, laundry)

First Wave of Feminism

-Recognizing and analyzing gender

-Challenging the exclusion of women

-Gaining the vote: modern equal rights of citizenship

-Theoretical roots: liberalism, Christianity

-Bring private and public spheres together

-No challenge to gender roles

-Racist aspect of suffragettes (only white middle class women)

Suffragettes

-Fight for the vote:

-1849 First convention in USA

-1918- Canadian women gain vote

-Canada’s fight for the vote

-Women are persons in matters of pains and penalties but are not persons in matters of rights and privileges. – 1876 British common ruling.

-Suffragettes carried out direct action such as chaining themselves to railings, setting fire to mailbox contents, smashing windows and on occasions setting off bombs. 

Concepts from the Readings:

Liberal Multiculturalism

-Multicultural education should be based on a notion of “sameness”—we are all the same.

-Racial inequality exists because of a lack of opportunity for minority groups.

-Abstract individualism is central to Western social organization. In this context it is believed that all humans can succeed if given a chance.

-In abstract individualism we are free agents responsible for our own success or failure. Such a position, Kincheloe and Steinberg maintain, often fails to account for hidden forms of racism and norms devised around dominant cultural traits.

-Everyone enters the competitive race of life from the same starting line.

-Celebrations of Black or Latino history month are positive ways of honoring ethnic groups. Critics believe that liberal multiculturalism in this context often tokenizes ethnicity with such add-ons.

-Whiteness still viewed as “non-ethnic” norm.

-Studies of racism, sexism, class-bias, homophobia, and colonial oppression viewed as “divisive.”

- Subjugated knowledge might be studied as a quaint manifestation of diversity—not profound alternative insights that provide everyone new and consciousness changing perspectives on the world.

Radical Perspectives on Diversity

-Critique of liberalism

-Emphasis on history, location and power, 

-Identifies the ways in which current practices and institutions continue on the legacy of colonialism

-Calls specific attention on the ways in which western notions of rights an sovereignty have been used to dominate Indigenous peoples even through such ideas are presented as emansipatory. Originally the 1876 Indian act was a tool of aggressive assimilation, forced relocation and cultural annihilation, and today even though the act has been amended it remains a legal way to regulate the status of first nations peoples. 

-Second approach is the ways in which historical representations of identity and difference continue to shape ideas about diversity today. 

-Importance of looking at dominant identities as well as oppressed identities

-Allows a broad picture which reconfigures racialized, gendered, sexual and disabled subordinate groups to be represented as victims who need to me accommodated by the state.

-3rd approach: clear cut strategy on how to reorganize social relations, and dismiss traditional strategies

-Where the first 2 approaches aim to make changes within the current system, the 3rd simply wants fundamental change outside of the system.

Lec. 16 Identity Politics: Gender and Feminism

Concepts from the Lecture:

Betty Friedan

-1921-2006

-Activist, writer, mother, feminist

-Second wave feminism

-Strong proponent of repeal of abortion laws

-Supporter of equal rights amendment

The Feminine Mystique

-“The problem that has no name”

-Depicts roles of women in industrial period

-Terror at being alone

-Women as capable as men to do any type of work or follow any career path.

-Published in 1963 in USA

-Central works of the modern women’s movement

-Sparked a national debate on women’s movement

-The problem is the idealized image of femininity what she calls the feminist mystique

-Feminine mystique denies women the opportunity to develop their own identities, which can lead problems for women and their families

-Feminine mystique is a failed social experiment that ww2and the cold war helped to create and which in turn contributed to postwar phenomena like the baby boom and the growth of suburbs.

-This is her best-known work

Second Wave of Feminism

-Equal rights campaign  groups, opportunities and employment and politics, personal feminist politics, “new” social movement, result of protests of  late 1960s, movement was a new form of protest, emphasized spontaneity, and imagination in political action, anti bureaucratic, anti institutional view of organization, women’s liberation stream  result of marginalized women by male colleagues in student new left, peace and hippie counterculture, was characterized by liberation and equality. Rejected traditional political structure and ideologies.

-New generation of women; secular, radical than Christian morality of social feminism. Equal rights feminism: dominant in English Canada focused on gaining equal access to education, jobs and political rep. socialist feminists wanted to get rid of traditional class and gender divisions and worked to aid connections between private and public production by women. Also emergence of small women’s groups: Inuit, aboriginal, black, lesbians, farm, immigrant, refugees etc.

Canadian Royal Commission on the Status of Women

- Royal Commission on the Status of Women in Canada, instituted by Prime Minister Lester B. PEARSON on 16 Feb 1967 in response to a campaign mounted by a coalition of 32 women's voluntary groups. The campaign lasted 6 months and was led by Ontario activist Laura Sabia. It was a direct response to the WOMEN'S MOVEMENT and similar initiatives by other governments in the 1960s. 

Third Wave Feminism

-Espousing social feminist goal of bringing women’s private virtues into public world, 1980s- philosophical currents emerging what defines womanhood, these were criticized, feminism became self reflexive, introspective and cultural, identity, aboriginal, colored, poor, lesbians and young women, emphasized complexities of lives, revealing conflicts between sameness and equality while third wave was about difference than sameness, gaining control, celebrate identities, challenge oppression. political face declines, activities prospered.

-2 paths: similarities to men and difference. Argument came up that if going with sameness argument: women will become more like men, so what needs to be done is protecting women identity and create equality in society as women. Distinction between equality and equity.

-Third wave Dismiss second wave as old fashioned, unrepresentative, second wave accuse third wave of being unfocused, self obsessed, not relevant

Concepts from Readings:

Patriarchy

-A social system in which the role of the male as the primary authority figure is central to social organization, and where fathers hold authority over women, children and property. Historically, the principle of patriarchy has been central to the social legal, political and economic organization of Hebrew, Greek, Roman, Indian, and Chinese cultures and has had a deep influence on modern civilization.

Socialist feminism

-Socialist feminism is a branch of feminism that focuses upon both the public and private spheres of a woman's life and argues that liberation can only be achieved by working to end both the economic and cultural sources of women's oppression.[1] Socialist feminism is a dualist theory that broadens Marxist's argument for the role of capitalism in the oppression of women and radical feminism's theory of the role of gender and the patriarchy.

Radical Feminism

-Radical feminism is a "current” within feminism that focuses on the theory of patriarchy as a system of power that organizes society into a complex of relationships based on an assumption of "male supremacy" used to oppress women. Radical feminism aims to challenge and to overthrow patriarchy by opposing standard gender roles and the male oppression of women, and calls for a radical reordering of society. Early radical feminism, arising within second-wave feminism in the 1960s,typically viewed patriarchy as a "transhistorical phenomenon" prior to or deeper than other sources of oppression, "not only the oldest and most universal form of domination but the primary form" and the model for all others

Liberal Feminism

-Liberal feminism asserts the equality of men and women through political and legal reform. It is an individualistic form of feminism and theory, which focuses on women’s ability to show and maintain their equality through their own actions and choices. 

-Liberal feminism looks at the personal interactions of men and women as the starting ground from which to transform society into a more gender-equitable place.

-Issues important to liberal feminists include reproductive rights and abortion access, sexual harassment, voting, education, fair compensation for work, affordable childcare, affordable health care, and bringing to light the frequency of sexual and domestic violence against women

Women and Representation

-Politics was a mans game

-“Are you a woman or a politician?”

-Nowadays women participate in all aspects of the public sector

-2007- Nancy Pelosi was selected to be speaker of the house – the most powerful position in the US congress

-Goal of 50% representation seems possible, at the moment there is only 18% representation in the house of commons

-Feminist scholars point out that when women are not equal partners in the political decision making process, their experiences and concerns are not given equal or even a modicum of attention. When political institutions are shaped by unequal gender relations the resulting policy decisions often fail to adequately address or even recognize women’s needs. 

Lec. 17 Liberal Multiculturalism

Concepts from the Lecture:

Will Kymlicka

-Multicultural approach has been the most prominent approach in Canada

-Its become a model response for scholars

-Published multicultural citizenship in (1995)

-Reconceptualizes and modifies tenets of liberalism, rejecting monocultural and assimilationist responses to diversity

-While national minority groups such as the Quebecois and Indigenous nations, have specific historical claims (linked to land, culture, language, and occupation) polytechnic minorities do not tend to make claims based on territory or nationhood status.

Multicultural Citizenship

-How to reconcile individual human rights with group rights

-Different kinds of ethnic minorities (polyethnic minorities- immigrants, and national minorities – Que/first nations

-Different kinds of group rights – self govt rights, polyethnic rights, special representation rights

-Internal restrictions vs. external protections

National Minorities vs. Polyethnic Minorities

-Different kinds of ethnic minorities (polyethnic minorities- immigrants, and national minorities – Que/first nations

-Different kinds of group rights – self govt rights, polyethnic rights, special representation right

-While national minority groups such as the Quebecois and Indigenous nations, have specific historical claims (linked to land, culture, language, and occupation) polyethnic minorities do not tend to make claims based on territory or nationhood status.

Iris Marion Young and “Justice and the Politics of Difference”

-Problem with the liberal definition of justice

-Distributive justice is not enough (i.e. who gets what)

-Justice means making politics (decision making processes) more inclusive and participatory

-Basic solution: group representation

-Political theory and practice should affirm group difference institutional changes necessary to reflect cultural groups

Charles Taylor and “Politics of Recognition”

-1995

-Liberal theories over-emphasize autonomous individuals with rights

-Taylor asks: how is individual formed?

-Within community

-Dialogically- we understand ourselves on in relation to others

-Key therefore to contemporary politics is the need to recognize others cultural difference

-Cultural minorities can only flourish if their differences are accommodated within liberal states.

Canadian Royal Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism

-Lester Pearson appointed commission

-Response to growing resentment in Quebec

-Goal: Increase recognition of biculturalism in Canada

-Three key concerns: Extent of bilingualism is federal civil service, Role of civil society in promoting culture and Opportunities for Canadians to become bilingual

-Findings: Francophone’s were second class citizens

-Anglophones had little opportunity to learn French

-Canada was a “multicultural” not “bicultural” nation

-Key outcomes: bilingualism: official languages act (1969)

-Ensure all citizens are able to access services in their first language

-Facilitate bilingualism (French immersion)

-Multiculturalism: official multiculturalism policy (1971)

-Programs and services to support ethnocultural organizations 

-Principle of recognizing difference/cultural mosaic

-Notion of integration of ethnic minorities into political economic stream

1988 Canadian Multiculturalism Act

-Multiculturalism is fundamental characteristic of Canadian society

-Goals: preserve culture, reduce racial/ religious/ cultural discrimination

-Requirement that all federal government legislation be responsive to multicultural reality of Canada.

Concepts from readings:

Forms of Group Difference

-Mostly people are identified by certain categories focused on ethnicity, language, nationality, and culture or by modes of sexuality, gender, age, disability, class or color.

-Diversity needs to be understood broadly so as to include multiple and interactive dimensions of identity.

Individual Rights vs. Group Rights

- Ethnicity/Culture 

- Nation - gives rise to nationalism 

- Region - gives rise to regionalism 

- Examples of the Emergence of Identity Politics 

- Ethnicity/Culture/Religion

- Canadian examples

- Aboriginal Treaty Rights (Self government rights)

- Nisga’a Treaty

- BC - Multiple treaty negotiations ongoing

- Cultural Minorities (Poly ethnic rights)

- Debate over Sharia Law

- Supreme Court Decision on Kirpan (March 2006)

- Group rights are rights held by a group rather than by its members separately, or rights held only by individuals within the specified group; in contrast, individual rights are rights held by individual people regardless of their group membership or lack thereof.

Social Unity vs. Groups Rights

-The physical similarity of people in a group,

-The emotional similarity of people in a group, and

The similarity of identity and culture in a group - that is, similarity in views, likes, dislikes, heroes, stories, traditions, clothing, history, principles, music, ways of doing things, beliefs, etc. = social unity

- Group rights are rights held by a group rather than by its members separately, or rights held only by individuals within the specified group. – Group rights

Lec. 18 Radical Multiculturalism

Concepts from the Lecture:

Critical/Radical Multiculturalism

-Link between heterogeneity and power

-Resisting eurocentrism

-Push for multiple viewpoints

-Deconstructing assumed knowledge

-Question basic terms like “west” “east” “orient” and “Indian”

-Citizens vs. non-citizens central

-Universal viewpoint IS Eurocentric

Colonialism and Classical Liberalism

-Colonialism is central to the development of liberalism and liberal thought

-Western vs non-western distinction in citizenship 

-Who can own property and be a citizen – Locke

-Who can exercise freedom and be a citizen- Mill

-West is equated with civilization and civilized society

-Nonwest is seen as uncivilized.

-Liberalism: defining the citizen and the other

-Role of colonialism in liberal theory (nonwestern)

-Practice: secretary to the committee on trade and plantations

-Wrote fundamental constitution for Carolina

-Defends slavery (owns shares), Indians are not to be enslaved

-Theory: state of Nature as mirror

-Property rights for English at heart of political theory

-Ethnicity distinctions- African vs Indian

-Civil society transcends anarchic state of nature

Edward Said and Orientalism

-Published 1978

-Focus is Arab orient

-Scholarly foundation for postcolonial studies

-First self-described orientalists were 19th C British scholars 

-School of oriental and African studies (SOAS0

-Contemporary example

-Departments include S Asia, E Asia, and Middle East

-History is a struggle for meaning

-Cultural identities are fluid and contested entities – they are static and unchanging

-The construction of identity involved the construction of “opposites” and “others”

-The nonwest or other moves around: existing in seemingly disparate geographical locations

-What is the East? Middle East, Near East, Far East

-What is the Indian? – east Indian, Native Indian

-All cultures are hybrid and heterogeneous

-Idea of civilizations as watertight compartments is preposterous.

Samuel Huntington Clash of Civilizations

-Essential, incommensurable civilizations in conflict

-Islamic, Confucian, Hindu, Western civilizations

-West should not assume it has won.

-Response to Francis Fukuyama’s The End of History (1979)

-Western model of liberal democracy is civilization

Concepts from the Readings:

Cultural Studies

-An interdisciplinary (anti-disciplinary) approach to understanding power and culture. It draws from Marx and other writers to examine how groups with the least power use culture as a means to express resistance or identity.

Political culture

-A term popularized by Gabriel Almond that refers to a particular patterned orientation toward political action. The political culture approach attempts to empirically describe and explain these patterns by measuring the attitudes characteristic of a national population.

Cultural identity

- form of group identification resting on shared cultural characteristics, rather than, for example, shared position. The term raises a central debate about whether equality in liberal democracies is best achieved by “ difference blindness” or by recognizing and valuing “difference”

Lec. 19 Indigenous Politics
Concepts from the Readings:

Indigeneity

-General human rights

-Right of the individual

-Right to preserve and develop separate group identity 

-Rights of the minority

-Human rights that applies only to indigenous people

-Right in strengthening the distinctiveness and separateness of these people from other groups in society.

Self-determination

-The right to constitute a new national state – i.e. indigenous autonomy from Canada.

-Concept that obliges the states and Indigenous people to work out arrangements for the sharing of power within the limits of the national state and existing institutions

-State opposed it, and is included in the Draft Declaration

-Self determination is important because minority rights are not enough to protect the indigenous peoples distinctiveness and the collective territorial rights should be included as special rights for indigenous peoples.

-However many states refuse to recognize their land titles and exploit their natural resources. 

Fourth World

-The Fourth World is either sub-populations socially excluded from global society, or nomadic, pastoral, and hunter-gatherer peoples living beyond the modern industrial norm. 

-Although indigenous people reside in rich nations, they live in conditions that are often worse than those commonly associated with the Third World. 

UN Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

-1992

-Completed by UN Working Group

-Recognizes core concepts of Indigenous rights are territorial rights, self-determination, autonomy, and international legal status, while hosts have been reluctant to ratify it.

