
SAMPLE TEMPLATE FOR PAPER

INTRODUCTION: 1 Page

General topic (i.e. juries have a place in Canadian law)
Vago & Nelson: Page 72
- Juries are called “triers of the fact”. Function = is to listen and decide among competing and conflicting interpretations of events 
- Act as referees 
- Jury is the authority of the facts where the judge is the authority of law
- Can serve as a guardian against an oppressive state
- Can express and implement community values 
- Protect citizens from unjust law ( Morgentaler) 
Particular problem (i.e. the problem of jury nullification)
Vago and Nelson: Page 73:
- Jurors base their verdicts on their emotions
Page: 75
- Able to judge the facts in an impartial way? ( 4 types of bias)
Page: 76 & 77
- Jurors not understanding the judge’s instructions
- Anxiety can lead jurors to delivering verdicts based on their emotions 
- Don’t have to justify their verdicts
Particular examples/issue that you will explore
Potential counterpoints
Thesis (e.g. “Juries rock! They’re an outlet for democratic input!”)

JURY NULLIFICATION: Summary / 2 Pages
1.1 define jury nullification
1.2 provide an example (e.g. Krieger case, Butler’s argument or “inside the Courtroom” documentary)
1.3 Hint to some of the issues concerning jury nullification (this will make for an excellent transition to the next section)

PROS AND CONS OF JURY NULLIFICATION: 2 Pages
3.1. Acknowledge that there are both pros and cons to jury nullification
3.2. Explain the pros (pick your own issues)
3.3. Explain the cons (pick your own issues)
3.4. Pick a side and justify/defend your decision

LEGAL FORMALISM AND JUSTICE: 2 Pages
4.1. Explain the potential conflict between legal formalism and justice
4.2. Define legal formalism and justice
4.3. Explain how jury nullification fits into this conflict
4.4. Pick a side and justify/defend your decision (the stance you take here should reflect the stance you take in Section 3)

[bookmark: _GoBack]CONCLUSION: 1 Page
5.1. Restate general topic and particular problem
5.2. Restate main arguments
5.3. Return to thesis
5.4. Consider further/future issues

