SABRINA BELLEFEUILLE-Soci-1001D – Reading Notes SUMMARY

Anomie and Alienation: Classical Sociology
Reading:  Joanne Naiman “Chapter 1: Sociology and the Study of Society,” pp. 1-24.

“Individuals create society, but society, in turn, creates them” (pg. 2 of the textbook)
Concept: society is not simply external to the individual it is internal as well. – Example: In social conversation if you move subtly closer to the individual you are conversing with they will shift back a little distance. If you continue to do this you may both end up at the end of the conversation at the other side of the room. – Subconscious: Established within us is the norm for acceptable social distances. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]- A key goal of sociology: “systematically study and analyze the various elements that constitutes a society’s structure and the relationship between these elements” (pg. 5 of the textbook)
- For survival and achievement of daily life, people organize themselves into a structure and abide by a construct of behaviour orientated rules. This pertains to society.
- In text example of power inequities: As children we learn that parents have more control over us then we have over them. A five year old being told to go to bed may become defiant and respond by telling their parents they are not the “boss” of them. However they quickly realize the parents are the boss. This power inequity is created because of parents legal responsibilities and due to their control over household resources.
-Proximal relationship power is specific to a period of time and a role/position that a person has. In the larger scale of society the power held in the relationship is actually small. 
	Examples: Professors hold power over student until the student is no longer their student. 	A parent may lose their parental rights if they abuse the child. 
- Concept of Dialectics: “change is a result of internal stresses” (pg. 15 of the textbook) … Components of concept:
	1) Everything is related: nothing can be understood in isolation and all things are 		connected in relation somehow
	2) Change is constant: nothing is final it is always in a process
	3) Change proceeds from the quantitative to the qualitative: example boiling water – 	Water begins to become hotter (quantitative) then water boils and no longer gets hotter it	just converts (qualitative)
	4) Change is the result of the unity and struggle of opposites: the unity of opposites – two 	opposites can embody one thing.
-  Contradictory Elements in Society (Figure 1.1 on pg. 16 of the textbook)
	“stability-change” / “individual-group” / “social structure – human agency” / 
	“sameness – difference” / “genetic traits – social learning” / 
	“personal relationships – broader social institutions” / “perceptions – behaviours”
- Reasons for competing theories: 1) societies are complex and embody elements which contradict each other.  2) personal experiences/biases = we do not all approach a topic coming from the same perspective.
 - Karl Marx: Change theories are a Karl Marx inspired perspective, caution is not to confuse the term Marxism by attributing it solely to Karl Marx….It is a term used for a school of thought developed in the mid nineteenth century. Focus on economic condition of people’s lives and the eventual transformation of systems
- Examples of order theories (the maintenance of current systems): biological determinism, functionalism, structural functionalism

Key points of chapter are recapped on pg. 23-24 of the textbook

Key Definitions:
	Society	
	“term generally used to describe the structure of our social world” (pg.5 of the textbook) 
Concept: this term is interchangeable, not concrete and describes something abstract.

	Culture	
	term used to describe society’s contents

	Power				
	When a group or an individual can force its will despite the desires of others. Often a result of control over societal resources that one group or individual may have plenty of.

	Proximal relations of power  
	personal level relationships

	Distal relations of power	
	“abstract level in society as a whole” (pg. 6 of the textbook)

	Status	
	position within society – example teacher, child, parent

	Sociological imagination
	(C.Wright Mills) “the sociological imagination is the ability to link distal relations of power to our immediate life situation” (pg. 7 of the textbook)

	Paradigms
	“Competing broad theoretical frameworks that explain the same facts in different ways” (pg 15 of the textbook)

	Order theories (conflict theories)
	 Focuses on supporting current orders of society. 

	Change theories (critical theories)
	Focuses on alteration of current orders





