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1. Early Expeditions
2. The Lost Colony of Roanoke
3. The Founding of Jamestown
4. Origins of Plymouth Colony
5. Massachusetts Bay Colony 

Early Expeditions
· Britain influenced by success of Spanish, finance an expedition led by John Cabot using a northern route across the Atlantic
· Cabot, sets sail May 20, 1497 and sights land on June 24, 1497 which he names Newfoundland 
· Amazed at abundance of fish
· Discovers a large passage he assumes to be the allusive water route to China (in reality was the St. Lawrence River) 

Lost Voyage
Cabot returns to England with news of his discovery and is told to prepare a return voyage the next year
Cabot’s return voyage is lost at sea and British interest in the new world elapses for almost a century 

The Lost Colony of Roanoke
· 1583 Sir Humphrey Gilbert leads an expedition of 5 ships which land in Newfoundland. However they decide the climate is too inhospitable and they abandon the colony and return to England
· 1585 Sir Walter Raleigh is given a royal charter to create a colony further south
· Land on island they name Roanoke where they set off in search of gold 

Deserted Colony
0. Don’t want to waste time growing crops so resort to stealing from local native tribes leading to hostilities
0. Due to war with Spain supply ships do not arrive in colony until 1590 and find it deserted
0. Only clue of the fate of the lost colony is word “Croatoan” carved into trees – what happened to settlers?
0. Again the failure of Roanoke caused British crown to lose interest in the new world

The Founding of Jamestown
1. Peace achieved with Spain in 1604
1. April 10 1606 King James grants charter to two joint stack companies (Virginia company of London and Virginia company of Plymouth)
1. Virginia company of Plymouth sends an expedition of 120 settlers who land in present day Maine, suffer disease and Indian attacks those not dead return to England
1. Virginia Company of London sends 144 settlers who land and establish a settlement at Jamestown in a colony they name Virginia 
1. Colony struggles to survive most inhabitants are starving, some resort to cannibalism 
1. Failure to build an agricultural colony a result of desire to find gold, effects of disease, lack of farmers in first ships, high proportion of nobles in first ships
1. Relations with Powhatan Confederacy are violent as settlers try to steal natives food
1. 1617 John Rolfe first Englishman to learn how natives cultivate tobacco 
1. Virginia colony turns en masse to growing tobacco to satisfy the growing demand in Europe for smoking
1. Biggest dilemma is who will be the labor force for the tobacco economy 

Protestant Reformation
Protestant reformation began in Europe 16th century as theologians like Martin Luther argued the catholic church was too rigid and dedicated to hierarchy and ritual 
Reformation spread to England in 1529 when King Henry VIII’s request for a divorce was refused by the pope 
King Henry broke ties with the catholic church and installed himself as the head of the church of England 

Puritans
Crowning segment of British felt that the church of England was too similar to the catholic church in its emphasis on ritual and argued that the Protestant church needed to be purified (hence became known as Puritans)
Most radical element of Puritans argue that they need to form their own church (known as separatists) 
Law in England requires all British subjects to attend protestant church services therefore Separatist Puritans are persecuted and arrested 

Puritans in Exile
1608 after years of persecution they move to Holland
However in Holland their children start to assimilate learning Dutch language and marrying Dutch Catholics
1620 Separatists leaders in Holland get permission from the Virginia colony to emigrate to Virginia
Sept 1620 over 100 Separatist Puritans leave Holland for Virginia but bad weather blows them off course and they land further north in Nov. 1620

Beginnings in Plymouth
· Trade with local natives but unlike Virginia most who came were farmers in family units so they learned from the Indians what to grow to support their tiny colony
· Plymouth Colony ekes out bare subsistence survival 
 
Massachusetts Bay Colony
1. 1630 Puritan Separatists seek to leave persecution in England and establish a new colony across the ocean
1. over 1500 settlers leave in a convoy of 17 ships of families
1. On board ship sign a covenant establishing a Godly community under leadership of John Winthrop as Governor – most of the settlers were farmers
1. Set up an agricultural society based upon village system
1. Goal was to make the community “a city upon a hill” a beacon for others to emulate around the world
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1. Early Explorations
2. Voyages of Jacques Cartier
3. Samuel De Champlain and the First Permanent Settlement
4. The Drawbacks of New France

Terms: Giovanni Da Verrazano, Stadacona, Hochelaga, Pierre Du Guer de Monts

Early Explorations
· France lags behind Spain and England in financing voyages to the new world
· 1524 Giovanni Da Verrazano leads expedition across the Atlantic and explores eastern seaboard coast claiming it for France
· Expedition is not followed up because of war with Spain 

Jacques Cartier
1. 1534 Jacques Cartier leads expedition to the new world
1. Cartier heads up the St. Lawrence believing it to be the elusive passageway to the orient
1. Establishes trade with local Micmac Indians who seek metal knives, kettles, and pots and offer furs in return
1. 1535 Cartier returns and goes further upstream to Stadacona (Quebec City) and later Hochelaga (Montreal) 
1. Cartier and his men spend winter of 1536 among natives
1. Cartier and his men demonstrate Euro-centrism in their dealings with natives
1. Refuse to abide by Tribal Alliances Trade with whomever gives the best return for their goods
1. Built a tiny fort demonstrating no respect for native land rights
1. Believed they needed a fort to protect them against hostile Indians
1. Kidnapped and sent local chiefs sons to France and then had them act as interpreters 
1. Cartier returned to Canada in 1541 with 150 colonists to establish a permanent colony
1. Returned to France in 1542 never to come back
1. Colony considered impractical (harsh climate, hostile Indians, no gold or mineral riches, France at war) 

Samuel De Champlain
1. 1604 Pierre Du Guer De Monts given a royal charter to found a permanent colony in the new world
1. Establish a settlement at Port Royal (Nova Scotia) in 1608 but it is a failure due to harsh climate
1. Expeditions cartographer Samuel De Champlain sent to found a colony in the interior 
1. Champlain founds a tiny colony around Stadacona (Quebec City) which survives on fur trade 

Drawbacks of New France
1. After more than a decade population of colony was still only 60
1. Nature of the fur trade did not require much European presence
1. Climate did not attract immigrants from France
1. Climate not appropriate for staple crops (like sugar or tobacco)
1. Given small population there were no markets for agricultural surpluses (like New England towns)
1. 1629 Quebec settlement was attacked by English pirates and taken over
1. 1632 British return colony to France
1. By 1649 colony still had less than 1000 settlers
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