




Final Exam: CDNS 2210R

Winter 2013

Directions: This is a take-home exam. The exam is open-book. I will post the exam at 9AM on April 16 and your answers will be due on April 19 at 11:55PM. Please follow the directions closely – since it is open-book and there are limits on how much you can write for each answer, you must plan out your answers carefully, including only the most relevant material and paying attention to the structure and clarity of your answers. 

Please note: you should be able to complete this exam in approximately three hours of sustained attention. I would recommend blocking off several hours to write the exam, rather than letting it drag out over the entire three day period.

Please download this document, type your answers directly below each question you choose, and then attach it as a word file in the assignment tab in CUlearn. 

Section 1: Short Answer (Maximum: 300 words per answer) -- 5 marks each

Please choose 4 (four) of the following questions. 
1. What are the three critiques of multiculturalism that we have gone over in class? Please distinguish between them and talk about how some of the course readings address these ideas.
The three critiques of multiculturalism include, the liberal critique, nationalist critique, and post- colonial critique. The liberal critique argues that multiculturalism is something that goes against liberal value as it treats people as a group rather than an individual.Their rights as individuals should be respected, and understood through the nation. National critique argues that by embracing diversity it takes too much importance discussing where they came from rather than where they are. Neil Bisoondath’s reading is the main thinking of this argument.  He argues that Canada should reject multiculturalism, and that a nation should be unified. Therefore this allows people to retain their culture and make the nation less important and less coherent, as it erodes national unity. He states that people who see the individuals that arrive in the country are considered a threat to the integrity of the country. Bissondath argues that it defines ethnic origin, and confines people to origins and being with their groups, which tells us that cultures that are really only worth something as long as they are interesting and they can be marketed. One of his main arguments about multiculturalism is “there is more important than here”. Therefore, multiculturalism is tied to culture in the place they left more than developing culture in the place they are, which discourages the full loyalty of Canadian citizens. The post- colonial critique argues that multiculturalism de- politicize culture, and reiterates the idea that british culture is a standard in Canada and a way they represent themselves. Eva Mackey argues that the intro to multiculturalism was a response by the state to a problematic state the country found itself in after World War II. Canada institutionalized different forms of power while also legitimating the sate which created multiculturalism. Mackey argues that multiculturalism defines the types of diversity that is acceptable. She furthers her argument by stating that multiculturalism is only concerned with dress, food,  that are not overtly political. Multiculturalism de politicizes culture, and takes racism as a private idea and takes it out of the sphere.

2. Environmental Determinism has come up several times during the course. Why is this an important concept, where has it appeared, and what are some of the critiques of it?
Environmental determinism is a crucial concept in this course as it represents the culture and the link it has with the land. This is especially important in Canada, as it connects Canadian culture and the link it has to the northern rugged landscape. The main idea behind environmental determinism and the importance it plays in the reason that different nations have different culture is because they all have very different landscapes. In turn, this leads to the different food, activities, and relationships they have with the land. For example, Canadians enjoy sports such as hockey that are represented and played as a result of our landscape. As Canadians live under cold and harsh conditions in the winter, they are more connected to the northern landscape that is unique to Canada. This concept has appeared through Frye’s arguments of culture and products that Canadians produce. Frye touches on the idea about sailing down the St.Lauren river and getting getting swallowed up by the river and its alienates the continent. He also argues that Canadian culture moves between cities through the St. Laurent river. People move down the river to extract staple products, therefore the river system provides east west movement, arguing that this gets mapped onto Canadian culture creating the railroad. The critiques of  environmental determinism includes the notion that there is an essentialist view that looks to boil culture down to essential characteristics. There is also many arguments that people act the same way because they exist on the same plot of land, and finally the issue that there are many people that overlook other things that have a more important impact on culture such as the connection through environment and race.

3. In one of the early classes, I went over the concept “civic inauthenticity.” How does this concept relate to ideas like nationalism, regionalism, and our relationship with the north? 
The concept of civic inauthenticity is something that Canadian culture is haunted by. People live in a certain physical space but have no relationship to this space. Canadians have this experience because they have no history or claim to the space. They are highly dependent on American culture or European culture, as we are not educated about ours. Lee argues that there is a strong need to authenticate Canadian culture, and can do so through the roles of art. Lee furthers this argument when he states that to become a cohesive nation there is a need to get rid of colonialism and move towards post colonialism to create a unified nation and narrative . In terms of relationship to nationalism, regionalism, and our relationship with the North , there is a strong gap of nationalism as we do not know our ancestors history. A large aspect of nationalism and regionalism is having a strong identification of a group of individuals and connecting it to the land. The major issue Canadians have is the lack of primordial perspective that describes the nation as a reflection of its history. Furthermore there is no modernist approach to creating a new authenticity. If this group of individuals is not aware of its past history and importance the nation as a whole will suffer, and there will be a lack of ability to create authenticity. The northern rugged landscape is uniquely Canadian however without knowing past history about this landscape Canadians alienate themselves from an potentially authentic aspect of culture. In turn, as a result of not knowing past history about Canada there is a need for authenticity to be made through new forms of art that are symbolic and different to Canada.

4. Please define anti-modernism and talk about how this concept relates to inter-war Nova Scotia. Is this a concept that relates to other topics we’ve discussed in class? 
5. What is performativity? How does this relate to identity, particularly with respect to gender?
Performativity is the act of performing gender that is constructed through personal choice and the freedom to change one’s gender through social constructs. Sex is our biological makeup, where as gender is something that can be socially constructed. It is something that can change and transform based on society and personal identity. The media and societal expectations are both systematic tools of influence on performativity and our gender. We perform gender on a daily basis and construct our performance and how we want people to perceive us. Bultler argues that we perform gender through what she calls “ stylize” and repeated acts of speaking and gesture. Butler furthers this argument while saying that there is no essence to identity and that there is no mutual correlation between gender and sex.  She also argues that there is an illusion created that gender is a natural biological aspect, however it is not and is rather condition by society to accept gender roles. Performance art is another aspect of performativity that embodies identity through performing art rather than objectifying experience. This form of art takes our experience and emotions and displays it on an object, wether it is a painting, novel, or any form of art. There is a large focus on the body and identity as this form of art is living and breathing and taking in many aspects of life. Actions of individuals at the particular time constitute that piece of art in different places and times. Wark furthers this argument by expressing that performance art embodies, and deconstructs the notions of gender. Performativity is a rising aspect of culture that represents gender as a personal choice and a socially constructed aspect of creating one’s identity and gender.
6. In “Some Imaginary Geographies” Ceri Morgan argues that contemporary Quebecois culture has moved away from the “national question” and has become more pre-occupied with pluralism and multiple perspectives. What does she mean by this, and how does this relate to McLure’s position?
Section 2: Essay Questions (Maximum: 600 words per answer) – 10 marks each

Please choose 2 (two) of the following questions. 
1. What are some of the ways that the state, cultural producers, or other groups have tried to push the idea of a national culture in Canada? To what extent do you think these efforts have been successful, and what are some of the ways they have been resisted? 
National culture is a large aspect in Canada, as it represents the simplicity and the nation through out the socio-economic culture and how it is interpreted in relation to mass culture in American and European areas of the world. There is a consistent rise of economic nationalism within Canada and the notion that culture and information are represented as a commodity. The state, cultural producers, and the government have all been pivotal influences in constructing benefits of nation culture in Canada.


During the post- massey era, culture becomes a strong form of commodity as people realize they can sell and make money through culture. There is a strong push for the arts by the governmental support, and the state begins to get involved with the arts but only gets involved to secure economic benefits for Canadian citizens. During this period of time both the state and the government can no longer stop Canadian from wanting or protecting them from consuming mass culture and the different influences from American music, film and the general media industry.


Instead of protecting Canadians, the government tries to instill cultural producers who make sure that Canadians are protecting their culture as it is so unique and special in comparison to other areas of the world. Canada holds such an important aspect of national culture that these producer’s job is to make sure that Canadian writers are benefiting and gaining economic strategies to help them create a market based off of Canadian culture. Paul Litt argues that there are specific economic implications in which the business community wants to make money off of. Canadian citizens always feel a strong sense of being apart of Canada as a whole, as well as the identity that follows with this. This in turn creates the idea of Canadian based products, so that through the promotion of Canadian culture , people living in the space are well aware of what it represents. This creates a sense of shared experiences and feelings something that Anderson touches on with his theory of the ‘imagined community’.


After the nationalist era, there is a strong advocacy for culture to been seen as an open expression with many different points of view. However, instead of conforming to this systematic type of culture, Rutherford states that Canadians read culture through their own lens. In terms of reading culture and encountering culture, Canadians do this on their own. He states that people do not feel worried that Canadians are consuming American culture and that Canadians accept different forms of culture, but create their own based off of it.


The efforts put forth by the state, government, and cultural producers have successfully implemented the idea of national culture in Canada. Rutherford states that , Canadians are active consumers of culture,  and when we take in a cultural product, we critically examine the product, where it was produced, and this means we read culture through our own lens. However Rutherford also explores this idea that the efforts put forth through these pillars of influence have not examined this fully when he states that the relationship between nationalism and culture might be over stated. He furthers this argument by stating that nationalism shouldn't be cultivated through cultural products. Nationalism should be based on things like public policy. Going to an American movie does not actually taint us. In conclusions the idea of national culture in Canada has been accepted and is evidently effective through cultural economic success’ however it can also be countered through the idea that nationalism does not correlate with culture and should be base upon public policy.

2. In many of the classes this term, we have talked about the importance of images of the land in Canadian cultural thought. Why is this the case, and what are some of the problematic ways that images of the land have been deployed in Canadian culture? 
Throughout the classes this term, a prominent theme that has been presented is the importance of images of land in Canadian cultural thought. The rugged, cold, and vast landscape that Canadians are subjected to is uniquely Canadian and is represented as a nation wide image that separates Canadians to American or European culture. We often rely on these areas of the world to look for ideas about culture. The reason that different nations have different culture is because they all have very different landscape, that leads to different food, and activities. Frye touches on the idea that Canadians develop culture based on the connection with the land, which is coined as environmental determinism. The cultural products that Canadians produce reflect the land and how unique it is to Canada. The stereotype of Canadian culture is often represented through the land and the different cultural activities we associate with due to this vast landscape we have.


 Conversely to the stigma’s of Canadian culture, there is many problematic ways that this image has been deployed in Canadian culture, beginning with the problems with environmental determinism.The critiques of  environmental determinism include the notion that there is an essentialist view that looks to boil culture down to essential characteristics. There is also many arguments that people act the same way because they exist on the same plot of land, and finally the issue that there are many people that overlook other things that have a more important impact on culture such as the connection through environment and race. Atwood presents an argument that provides a major problem within the relationship of culture and the land. Atwood believes that Canadians are terrified of the landscape and that they are timid of the vast and rugged aspect of the land. She describes this through her theory of ‘survival’ and that Canadians are always looking to survive, not to flourish but rather to bare the elements of Canadian northern landscape. She also argues that Canadians often find themselves lost as a result of the landscape being too vast and too large to even understand the significance of it. Atwood feels as though nature is something that does not care for the people, but rather it is in constant battle with us. As a result of this battle the images of the land do not reflect positively on to culture but moreover they represent fear. Canadians live in this physical environment but do not seem to understand the significance of it. 


The images of the land play a crucial role in the structuring of culture. However there is a large issue that Canadians face as they do not understand the significance of the land due to a lack of education and understanding for the history of Canada. Canadians world wide continue to be uneducated and choose to continue to reject the history of the land, therefore they have no real connection or knowledge of where they are living. Canadians have is the lack of primordial perspective that describes the nation as a reflection of its history. Essentially without having any knowledge of history of the land, culture is put on hold and there is not much opportunity to create new culture. There is a lack of both primordial , as well as modernistic approaches to creating culture within the land. If this group of individuals is not aware of its past history and importance, the nation as a whole will suffer, and there will be a lack of ability to create authenticity.

3. Making specific reference to things we’ve talked about in class or to readings, talk about how groups in society manipulate or try to take control of cultural memory. Why is this important, and how has it taken place in Canada? 
4. In “Death by Landscape”, Eva Mackey argues that “images of “others” have historically been mobilized in order to justify race, class and gender inequalities. They are also integral to constructions of complex forms of western identity.” What does she mean by this, and how does this statement relate to ideas we’ve discussed in class? 

