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The Purpose of Theory
· Transforming our general research question into one or several specific ones requires developing some plausible explanations for what we observe. 
· We can apply logic and information that we already have about empirical relationships to reason out a set of things we expect to be true – if our tentative explanation is valid. 
· Theorizing: when we attempt to create possible explanations for events. 

Theories Aid Interpretation
· Without a sound theory, we will not be able to tell why our research findings provide and answer to the research question.
· If, on the other hand, we start with a theory that offers an explanation of why people support or oppose environmental protection policies and ask questions to check on the accuracy of the expectations that logically follow from his theory, our results will contribute to our understanding of why people take the positions they do.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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