INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINOLOGY
Week 3: Crime Statistics

A. Origins of Crime Statistics
Overview
· Where did the idea of crime stats originate?
· What are the sources of data?
· What are the usual offenders (data wise) that we see linked to crime?

A History of Crime Statistics
André-Michel Guerry (1802-1866) 
-calculated per capita rates throughout various French provinces in the early 19th century

Adolphe Quételet (1796-1864) 
-Assessed variation in crime rates based on climate and people’s sex and age
-noticed that crime changed with seasons, violent crimes in the summer and property crimes in the winter (thermic law)


Guerry and Quelelet Predecessors
· Graunt

· Petty


Where do most people get their information on crime statistics?
-most people read or watch the news
-from politicians
Why is it a problem? It is biased

Usefulness of Crime Statistics
1. Describes the nature and extent of the crime
2. Provides empirical data to support crim theory development
3. Assists with social policy and program evaluation
4. Provides a picture of risk

Crime Counts vs. Crime Rates
· Crime counts are a volume measure
· Is the volume of crime increasing in Canada?
· As an unstandardized measure it does not factor in population at-risk
· Comparisons are dubious
· Crime as a rate
· Rate = (count/population)*Constant 
· Violent crime rate = (violent UCR crime count/pop of Canada)*100, 000 persons

B. Sources of Crime Statistics
i) Uniform Crime Reporting Survey
-Established in 1961
-Revised in 1992 and 2004
-Based on police reports (only those crimes that are reported to the police)
UCR 1
-Aggregate data
-Summary info
UCR 2
-incident data
-more detailed info
-changes to crime categorization



The most serious offence rule: 
-This means that in any given incident ONLY the most serious offence is counted
-violent offences take precedence over non-violent offences
-Seriousness is determined by the maximum sentence

· The counting rule
-For non-violent offenses…
One offence for each separate incident
-For violent offences…
One offence for each victim
-For aggravated assaults, it peaked in 1990 and increased in 2004
-Attempted murder and homicide rate has gone down
· Clearance Rates (when the police should have laid charges but couldn’t/didn’t want to because of some reason)
· insurance



SOME PROBLEMS WITH THE UCR
1. many incidents of crime go undetected, or unreported and consequently do not make it into the UCR
2. Some incidents that are reported may not show up in the UCR because police conclude they are unfounded
3. True rates of crime are underestimated (dark figure of crime)
4. Inconsistent police reporting methods
5. Method used to count incidents of crime
6. Inconsistent legal definitions
7. Does not assess changes in severity


Complicating Factors:  THE CRIME FUNNEL: 
-Describes attrition rate as reported crimes make their way through he crim justice system
-for most crimes known to the police, nobody gets arrested
-arrest usually does not lead to a trial or a guilty plea
CRIMES GO UNREPORTED
-didn’t’ think it was important enough
-dealt with it in another manner
-didn’t think the police could do anything about it
-felt that it was a personal matter
-didn’t want the police involved


ii) Victimization Surveys
Characteristics:
-Data is collected through random telephone surveys of selected households
-Participations are asked about their experience with the criminal justice system and specific types of crimes
-Includes crimes that have not been reported to police
Examples:
1. Canadian Urban Victimization Survey  
-conducted in 1981
-solicitor General of Canada
-included eight categories of crime
-revealed that fewer than 42% of the victimizations identified in this survey had been reported to police





2. GSS
-Began in 1988
-Conducted by stats Canada
-Conducted every five years
-Targets Canadians greater or equal to 15 years old
-Eight types of victimization are recorded
-Details of victimization are recorded
-demographic info also collected

GSS crime types
· Violent victimization
· Non-violent victimization household victimization
· Theft of personal property

Findings
· Overall, the number of victimizations is reasonably constant
· Over 25% of Canadians were victimized
· Violent and household victimization relatively constant
· Theft of personal property inc. slightly (16%)
· 70% of victimization were non-violent

Violent victimization
· Most violent victimizations were not serious (low levels of harm)
· Young people (15 to 24yrs) were 15 times as likely to report a violent victimization
· Aboriginal people 2 times as likely to report a violent victimization
· Higher rates for people who are single
· Females twice as likely to experience a sexual assault ( lvl 1)
· Link between violence and alcohol and drug consumption

Problems with the GSS
· Misses crimes committed vs. businesses, eg. Robberies, shoplifting, credit card fraud
· Doesn’t sample children under age 15; may fail to uncover substantial amount of youth victimization
· Problem of “telescoping”; respondents may unintentionally include incidents that happened to them more than 12 months ago






3. Violence Against Women Survey
· Conducted by stats Canada in 1993
· Included women greater or equal to 18 years
· Examined the amount of physical and sexual violence experienced by women since the age of 16
· Also examined perceptions of personal safety

4. International Crime Victimization Survey
· Conducted in 1989,1992,1996,2000,2004/2005
· Victimization for 10 offences was record
· Examined past 5 years
Shortcomings of Victimization Surveys
1. Actual crime may be over-represented
2. Dependent upon memory, honesty of respondents
3. No way to verify info from respondents
4. Do not record info on incidents of victimless crimes
Self-Report Studies
· Advantages:
-most self-report studies are conducted with youth
-help provide a clearer and more complete picture of crime and criminals
-particularly useful to highlight the relationship between social class and crime

· Disadvantages:
-inaccuracy of info (Respondent may fail to disclose or exaggerate behavior)
-lack of standardized collection methods:
· Comparable questions
· Time frames





RELIABILITY

Which is the most reliable source?
-UCR is the most reliable, GSS is second, self-report surveys are third
-UCR data reflects more balanced picture (judged by police to be serious and well-founded)
-Reports of criminal activity of victimization in self-report surveys or GSS accepted at face value, with no collaborating evidence or further investigation

C. CRIME IS COMMON
-GSS and self-report surveys helpful in illustrating the vast amount of undetected and unreported crime
-show us that crime is much more common than we might believe
-victimization surveys provide info for criminal event theory, routine activities theory, lifestyle exposure theory, etc.

Social Dimensions
-reveal a relationship between a measureable variable and crime
-correlation does not necessarily imply causation
-correlates of crime are those variables observed to be related to criminal activity
-values go from -1 to 1 where 0 means no correlation

Correlates of Crime
· Sex
-the best predictor of criminality…
-offenders are more likely to be male
-rate of female criminality has increased substantially since the 1960’s
-female offenders are more often followers than leaders in criminal activity



· Age
-age is one of the strongest correlates of criminal behavior
-criminal activity is associated more with youth than any other stage of life
 
· Ethnicity
-stats come from studies using incarcerated offenders of inmate profiles
-aboriginal peoples are over-represented in Canada’s correctional facilities
-aboriginal peoples are more likely to be victim of violent offences

· Social class
-people from all social classes commit crimes
-disagreement on the correlation between social class and crime has been evident in the literature
-current literature presents a significant correlation between class and criminality

[bookmark: _GoBack]Key Points / Reminders:
Crime stats let us inform policy and better understand crime.

Among the various sources of data, none are perfect.
However, each method helps supplement the weaknesses with other methods.

Demographics have themselves provided some good insight into crime.
When we are talking about correlates remember we are not talking about causation.


