PYSCH 2445 A Sociology of Deviance Week 1 Notes

· How has deviant behaviour been defined throughout the ages
· Demonological
· Anyone who practiced witchcraft seen as deviant
· Definitions: 
· There is also a statistical definition of deviance: defined as anything that is different from the majority or from the norm
· Is also a definition using deviance as a pathological behaviour: when people are healthy they r normal. When they are unhealthy they r deviant
· Another definition is deviance as relivilisitic behaviour. This means deviants are people who fail to follow group rules
· Dangerous behavious applies to people who pose threats. Danger to society
· Different perspectives on deviance
· Positive perspective looks at deviance as real. Absolutely
· Absolutism first component
· Observable phenomenon
· Objectivism 2nd component
· 3rd component of positive perspective is determinism
· Constructionist perspective
· Deviant behaviours is a label
· Socially constructed
· Why it exists
· 1st component is it is rule breaking, created by rules, u r subject to rules created by someone else. Realitivism
· There are labels on different people based on numerous factors
· Subjectivism is the 2nd component of constructionalsit perspective
· Says we need to get in there and know people study their life
· 3rd component is vollunterism which talks about free will and people choose what they wanna do
· Positive says behavious is determined, constructionalist says behaviour is rational and chosen
· Deviant behaviour says what is and what isn’t appriate. Function of deviance
· Deviance tells us whats acceptable and not in how we view behaviour
· If u are deviante u will be isolated and cut off
· Shunned
· Deviance also elicits anger in people. Different
· Deviance normally diminishes persons worth. Morally inferior cuz deviant
· Deviant behaviour can be an early warning system saying something is going wrong
· Howard S becker 4 types of deviants
· First is falsey accused deviant
· Someone who appears deviant but isn’t. designated but isn’t
· 2nd type of deviant is conformist. 
· Society naturally expects variety
· 3rd is secret deviant
· One hand c respectability etc status 
· On other hand c real self
· 4th is pure deviant
· Comes out of closet 
· Who he or she is
· Accepted
· We object to deviance in different ways
· Moral grounds
· We don’t think it will do any physical good
· 
