INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINOLOGY
Week 5: Patterns in Crime and Victimology

Overview
· Context of the Classical School
· Classical school legacy
· Important quiz 1 information
· Quiz 1 review
A. Context of the Classical School
Forerunners of Classical Thought
Mores:
-proscriptions covering potentially serious violations of a group’s values eg. Murder, sexual assault, robbery
Folkways:
-time-honored customs and their violations are less likely to threaten the survival of the social group

Laws:
-codified into formal strictures
-created for enforcement purposes

Two Categories of Crimes
Mala in se offences
-are fundamentally wrong regardless of the time or place in which they occur eg. Forcing someone to have sex against his or her own will and the intentional killing of a children

Mala prohibita offences
-are those acts that are said to be wrong for the simple reason that they are prohibited eg. Prostitution, gambling, drug use, and premarital sexual behavior 


The Demonic Era
Good versus Evil
-Interpretations of evil range from the cosmic level (e.g. karma, fate, etc.) to personal deviance resulting from demonic possession.
Early Sources of the Criminal Law

· The Code of Hammurabi: retribution
-one of the first known bodies of law
-focused on issues of theft, property ownership, sexual relationships and interpersonal violence
-emphasis on retribution
-restitution (getting something back)

· Early Roman Law:  Derived from the Twelve Tables. Basic rules regulating family, religion, and economic life.
· Based on common and fair practices.
· The Justinian Code
Public Law – the Roman state
Private Law – contracts, possessions, exchanges between individuals

· Common Law
· Unwritten legal precedents supported by court decisions.
· Based on shared traditions and standards.
· Often referred to as “the major source of modern criminal law”.

· The Magna Carta: a man’s home is his castle
· “great charter”
· Concept of “due process of law” derived from Magna Carta.
· “the foundation stone of our present liberties”


The Enlightenment
· From the English revolution to the French revolution
· The age of reason
· Period from 1689-1789 (began with English revolution, ended with French revolution)
· Intellectual movement involving philosophers, political reformers, social theorists, and religious skeptics

Key Enlightenment thinkers
Thomas Hobbes (nasty brutish and short)
· Social contract (Leviathan)
John Locke
· Tabula rasa (blank slate)
· Checks and balances
Jean-Jacques Rousseau
· Natural law
Thomas Paine
· Natural rights 

The Classical School
Developed from the period of the Enlightenment
· deviance as  violation of social contract
· caused by free will and hedonism
· remedied by deterrence

CESARE BECCARIA (1738-1794)
Torture was unfair—confession may have nothing to do with innocence or guilt.
If innocent, you get tortured anyway; if guilty, you get tortured too, usually twice.
If guilty, but don’t confess, you get same punishment as innocent.
The death penalty—people gave up certain rights when they joined society, but never agreed that the state should be able to kill them.

Punishment should:
· be a deterrent
· be swift and certain
· fit the crime

JEREMY BENTHAM (1748-1832)
· Wrote Principles of Morals and Legislation in 1789.
· Argued that people were rational, and exercised “free will”.
· Rational people would weigh pleasure against pain (hedonistic calculus).
· Utilitarianism
-intensity
-duration
-certainty/uncertainty (whether or not you get caught)
-closeness/remoteness (immediately after the event or later)
-fecundity (fertility of punishment)
-purity

B. Classical school legacy
EFFECTS OF CLASSICAL SCHOOL
· criminal codes
· modern police forces
· modern prisons
· crime statistics
· due process

Punishment and Neo-Classical Thought
· Individual-Rights Advocates
· Dangerousness
· Incapacitation 
· Seek to protect personal freedoms
· Law-and-Order Advocates
· Get-tough-on-crime policies
· Interest of society to take precedence over individual rights
-just deserts (break a rule so you get a punishment)
Policy implications of the Classical school
Individual-rights advocates
· Dangerousness
· Incapacitation
· Seek to protect personal freedoms
Law-and-Order Advocates
· Get-tough-on-crime policies
· Interest of society to take precedence over individual rights
c. Quiz info
Quiz Info
· All multiple choice 
· 45 questions
· 1 hour, 40 minutes to finish
· When you are finished, quietly bring exam to the front and exit the room.
· Do not go back to your seat after handing in the exam
· Class will start again promptly at 4:00pm
Chapter 1: 
No questions like “what is a criminologist?” or “what do criminologists do?”
· This chapter covered a lot of material that we covered in greater depth in subsequent weeks.
· Criminal v. deviant
· Social problems v. social responsibility
· Consensus v. conflict
· For example, ideas about capital punishment.
· The purpose: deterrence, retribution, and just deserts
· Origin of criminology as beginning at 
· Enlightenment
· Classical school
· Prior to criminology: "nasty, brutish, and short“ (Hobbs), Church covered crime, demonology, Baccaria basically invented criminology b/c free will.

Chapter 2:
· General Social Survey: who is most at risk?
· Sources of statistics: official and unofficial / strengths and weaknesses
· UCR: official but systematic flaws. Eg. 4 attackers but 1 crime b/c 1 victim
· Self-report: not official but shows relationship between social class & crime
· Victimization
· Crime Severity Index
· Revised UCR2 
· Concept, Variable, Theory, Hypothesis, Research design
· Trends:
· Eg. Significant correlation between lower socio-economic status and criminal activity.
· One half of Canadian women reported having experienced at least one incident of violence since age 16 

Chapter 3:
Typologies of crime:
· Violent crime
· Property crime
· Public order crime
· Differences between the various crimes.
· Eg. Home invasion, robbery, BnE
· Ethics in research (Stanford prison, Milgram) 
Trends:
· Most common crimes: eg. Assault v. rarer crimes such as murder.
· In 2007, homicide and attempted murders accounted for less than 0.5%
· the most seriously under-reported crime is theft 5k and under.

Chapter 4: (know the trends)

· Routine activities approach
· Lifestyle model
· Opportunity model
· Packer’s two models of criminal justice: due process and crime control
· Origin of offender restitution: Code of Hammurabi
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ezzat Fattah’s comprehensive victimization scheme to explain the elements of high risk behaviour
· current academic debate centered on victim’s rights
· Legislation covering victim’s rights

