INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINOLOGY


CHAPTER 10
The Meaning of Crime: Social Conflict Perspective

Learning Outcomes

∞Recognize the ways in which power conflict between social groups contributes to crime
and criminal activity.
∞Understand the distinctions between a number of social conflict theories.
∞Identify those policy initiatives that reflect the social conflict approach.
∞Assess the shortcomings of the social conflict perspective.

Marx’s Contributions

-Not a sociologist, and didn’t write much about crime
-Still most widely cited political philosopher in social sciences as recently as the 80s
-Wrote Das capital and the communist Manifesto
-Influential in worker’s movements and ideas eg. Socialism and communism

Dialectcal/Historical Materialism

-Slave owners
-Landlords
-Capitalists
-Slaves
-Serfs
-Workers


1)Dialectical pairs-polar opposites
2)Depends upon each other for their existence
3)Contradictory (opposing) interests
4)Class struggle leads to change in socio-economic forms

Basic position of Marxist thought

-Capitalism is an exploitative and alienating social order in which inequality is institutionalized by an elite ruling class

-State serves the interests of the ruling class

-The laws are a mystifying force, masking the exploitative nature of capitalism

The historical Masterialism pyramid

Ideology
Social Superstructure
Relations of Production
Forces of Production
Mode of Production

Law as a mystifying Force

Appearance

-Equitable 
-Due process
-Protects society
-Justice for all

Essence

-Protects/maintains class relations
-Preserves wealth
-Justice for the rich, jail for the poor

Who Marx Influenced

-Simmel
-Bonger
-Vold
-Turk
-Chambliss
-Quinn

Types of Social Conflict Theory
-Radical Crim
-Critcal Crim
-Feminist Crim
-Peacemaking Crim
  Resorative Justice
-Left-Realist Crim

A) The Social Conflict Perspective.

A. Social conflict theories focus on the interaction between groups, which are defined in
terms of their political, economic or social standing. Crime and criminality are the
outcome of the struggle between these groups as they compete with one another to
promote their own best interests.

B. The creation and application of criminal laws is crucial to determining who becomes
criminalized.

C. Social conflict theorists are also concerned with the role of government and the state
in producing crime, since what is considered acceptable and unacceptable behaviour
is determined by state-sanctioned laws.

D. Most social conflict theories of crime causation make the following fundamental
assumptions:

1. Society is divided by conflict rather than integrated by consensus.
2. Society is made up of groups based on political and economic power.
3. Differences in social class, and in particular those arrangements within society
that maintain class differences, is the focus for criminological study.
4. Powerful groups make laws that reflect and protect their interests.
5. Crime is an outcome of conflict between those who have and those who have
not.

Social Conflict Perspective: An analytical perspective on social organization which holds
that conflict is a fundamental aspect of social life and can never fully be resolved.

B) Types of Social Conflict Theories.

Social conflict theories include radical and critical criminology, feminist criminology,
peacemaking criminology, including restorative justice, and left-realist criminology.


Radical Criminology.

1. Radical criminology has its roots in the writings of 19th-century social utopian
thinkers such as Karl Marx.

2. According to Karl Marx, two fundamental social classes exist within any
capitalistic society: the “haves” and the “have-nots” or the “bourgeoisie” and
the “proletariat”.

Radical Criminology: A perspective that holds that the causes of crime are rooted in
social conditions that empower the wealthy and the politically well organized but
disenfranchise those less fortunate. Radical criminology is sometimes called Marxist
criminology.
Proletariat: In Marxist theory, the working class in Marxist theory.
Bourgeoisie: In Marxist theory, the class of people that owns the means of production.

Early Radical Criminology.

1. Central to the perspective of radical criminology is the notion of social class
which distinguishes between individuals based on characteristics such as race,
religion, education, profession, income, wealth, family background, housing etc.

2. Ralf Dahrendorf claimed that classes are social conflict groups the determinant
of which can be found in the participation in or exclusion from the exercise of
authority.

3. Based on the writings of Karl Marx and others, radical criminology appeared on
the North American scene in the 1970s largely due to the works of George Vold
and Austin Turk who contend that the political process of law making, law
breaking and law enforcement is a powerful tool in the service of prominent
social groups seeking continued control over other less influential groups.

Social Class: distinctions made between individuals on the basis of important
defining social characteristics.

Radical Criminology Today

1. One highly visible proponent of radical criminology today is William
Chambliss. He contends that what makes the behaviour of some criminal is the
coercive power of the state to enforce the will of the ruling class.

2. In 1971, along with Robert T. Seidman, Chambliss published Law, Order, and
Power in which he recognizes the huge power gap separating the “haves” and
the “have-nots.” According to Chambliss, crime is created by the actions of the
ruling class that define as criminal the undertakings and activities that
contravene the interests of the rulers.

3. The radical school of criminology found its most eloquent expression in the
writings of Richard Quinney who argues in Class, State, and Crime that almost
all crimes committed by members of lower classes are necessary for the survival
of individual members of those classes.

4. For Quinney, the solution to the problem of crime is the development of a
socialist society.

5. Today’s radical criminologies can be divided into two schools:

a. Structural Marxism, which sees capitalism as a self-maintaining system in
which the law and the justice system work together to perpetuate the
existing system of power relationships.
b. Instrumental Marxism, which sees the criminal law and the justice system as tools that the powerful use to control the poor and keep them disenfranchised.

Structural Marxism: a perspective that holds that the structural institutions of
society influence the behaviour of individuals and groups by virtue of the type of
relationships created. The criminal law, for example, reflects class relationships
and serves to reinforce those relationships.

Instrumental Marxism: a perspective that holds that those in power intentionally
create laws and social institutions that serve their own interests and that keep
others from becoming powerful.

6. In his popular book entitled The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison,
Jeffrey H. Reiman contends not only that the criminal justice system is biased
against the poor but also that many of the behaviours of well-off people should
be defined as criminal including the refusal to make workplaces safe, the refusal
to curtail deadly industrial pollution, and the promotion of unnecessary surgery.

Critical Criminology.

Critiques relationships that lead to crime

More reactive than Proactive

Does not aim to overthrow the ruling class but rather criticizes the way a rulinf class group dominates society

1. Critical criminology is considered a way of critiquing relationships that lead to
crime.

2. Critical criminology is considered less proactive than Marxist criminology (it
does not seek to overthrow the “ruling class”). Rather, it is reactive, in that it
may criticize the way a “ruling class” group dominates society.

Critical Criminology: A perspective focused on challenging traditional
understandings and on uncovering false beliefs about crime and criminal justice.

Critique of Radical-Critical Criminology

1. Radical-critical criminology has been criticized for its emphasis on methods of
social change at the expense of a well-developed theory.

2. It has also been criticized for failing to recognize that crime is undesirable and
that criminal activity needs to be controlled.

3. Marxist criminologists appear to confuse issues of personal politics with what
could otherwise be social reality.

4. Some feel that Marxist criminology falls short in appreciating the multiplicity of
problems that contribute to the problem of crime.

Emerging Conflict Theories

Feminist Criminology
1. Feminist criminology is a self-conscious corrective model intended to redirect
the thinking of mainstream criminologists to include gender awareness and
points out the inequities inherent in patriarchal forms of thought.

Patriarchy: The tradition of male dominance.

2. Early works in the field include Freda Adler’s Sisters in Crime and Rita J.
Simon’s Women and Crime both published in 1975.

3. The authors attempt to explain the divergences in crime rates between men and
women as a result of socialization rather than biology so that as gender equality
increases, male and female criminality is likely to take on similar
characteristics.

4. Two contemporary proponents are Kathleen Daly and Meda Chesney-Lind who
argue that the traditional understandings about what is “typical” about crime are
derived from the study of the group of men who commit crimes.

5. Various schools of feminist thought exist including:
a. Radical feminism, depict men as brutish, aggressive and violent and
see men as controlling women through sexuality by taking advantage of a
women’s biological dependency during child-bearing years. The elimination
of male dominance should reduce crime rates for women.
b. Liberal feminists, contend that inequalities between men and women stem
from the development within society of separate and distinct spheres of
influence and traditional attitudes about the appropriate role for men and
women. They call for the removal of the division of power and labour
between the sexes.

c. Socialist feminists, see gender oppression as a consequence of the economic
structure of society and as a natural outgrowth of capitalist forms of social
organizations.

Radical feminism: a perspective that holds that any significant change in the status
of women can be accomplished only through substantial changes in social
institutions such as the family, law, medicine, and so on.

Liberal feminism: a perspective that holds that the concerns of women can be
incorporated within existing social institutions through conventional means and
without the need to drastically restructure society.

Socialist feminism: a perspective that examines social roles and the gender-based
division of labour within the family, seeing both as a significant source of
women’s insubordination within society.

6. Related to the feminist perspective of criminology is the power-control theory
originally proposed by John Hagan in his book Structural Criminology which
holds that the distribution of crime and delinquency within society is founded
upon the consequences power relationships within the wider society hold for
domestic settings, and for the everyday relationships between men, women, and
children within the context of family life.

Power-control theory: a perspective that holds that the distribution of crime and
delinquency within society is to some degree founded upon the consequences
power relationships within the wider society hold for domestic settings, and for
the everyday relationships among men, women, and children within the context
of family life.

7. Much current feminist thought within criminology emphasizes the need for
gender awareness and theories of crime causation and prevention must include
women. Also, more research on gender-related issues in the field of criminology
is needed.

8. In the area of social policy, feminist thinkers have identified a need for
increased controls over men’s violence towards women and children, the
creation of alternatives for women facing abuse, and the protection of children.
Feminists have also questioned the role of government and mass media in
promoting pornography and prostitution and presenting women as undervalued
and controlled. Some have called for the replacement of men with women in
positions of power especially within the justice system.

9. Critics of the feminist perspective contend that there has yet to emerge a
comprehensive theory of crime from this perspective.

Peacemaking Criminology.
1. Peacemaking criminology, which includes the notion of service, suggests that
compassion, wisdom, and love are essential for understanding the suffering of
which we are all a part and for practicing the criminology of non-violence.

2. Popularized by the works of Harold E. Pepinsky and Richard Quinney,
peacemaking criminology draws attention to many issues including:

a. The perpetuation of violence through the continuation of social policies
based on dominant forms of criminological theory.

b. The role of education in peacemaking.

c. Commonsense theories of crime.

d. Crime control as human rights enforcement.

e. Conflict resolution within community settings.

3. Other contributions contend that the criminal justice system is founded on
violence and it assumes that violence can be overthrown with violence.
Peacemaking Criminology: A perspective that holds that crime-control agencies
and the citizens they serve should work together to alleviate social problems and
human suffering and thus reduce crime.

4. Restorative Justice

a. The concept of restorative justice stems from the notions of co-operation
and reconciliation rather than from retribution and punishment.

b. A proponent of restorative justice, Ezzat Fattah argues that the current
punishment model of criminal justice is a costly one and punishment
serves only to treat human beings as a means to an end since it has little
positive effect on those being punished.

c. Restorative justice is defined as an approach to justice that focuses on
dealing with the harmful effects of crime by engaging victims, offenders,
and the community in a process of reparation and healing.

d. The traditional adversarial system of justice blames and punishes the
offender and assumes a win-loss outcome. The restorative justice approach
looks to a win-win outcome by focusing on the process of problem
solving, including the reintegration of the offender into the community.

Restorative justice: A perspective that stresses remedies and restoration rather
than prison, punishment, and victim neglect.

Restorative justice practices include:
i. Circle Sentencing, in which groups of community members assist
justice authorities by participating in discussions about available
sentencing options and plans to reintegrate the offender back into the
community.
ii. Victim-Offender Reconciliation Program (VORP), which is based on
mediation and alternative dispute resolution principles and involved
face-to-face meetings between victim and offender to discuss the
events of the crime and reach an agreed-upon outcome. Usually used
with young offenders in the post-charge phase or as an alternative
measure.
iii. Family Group Conferencing, which involves the participation of the
victim, offender, family members and supporters in an attempt to deal

with unanswered questions and emotions and the victim’s right to
restitution and reparation.

iv. Community Sentencing Panels, which are comprised of volunteers
from the community and focus on restorative measures such as
restitution, reparation, mediation, and victim involvement.

v. Community Policing, which emphasizes a proactive approach to law
enforcement through the establishment of partnerships with the
community to prevent and respond to crime and other community
problems.

The restorative justice approach has been criticized for its vagueness of
definition and direction. As well, some critics claim that the lack of due
process and unclear legal procedures serve to render this approach
ineffective.

Critics of peacemaking criminology claim that it is naïve and utopian and fails
to recognize the realities of crime control and law enforcement.

Left-Realist Criminology.

1. Left-realist criminology is an outgrowth of practical concerns with street crime,
the fear of crime, and everyday victimization. It focuses on a pragmatic
assessment of crime and the needs of crime victims.

2. Left-realists do not see the criminal justice system and its agents as pawns of the
powerful but rather as institutions that could offer useful services if
modifications were made.

Left-Realist Criminology or left realism: A conflict perspective that insists on a
pragmatic assessment of crime and its associated problems.

3. The writings of Walter DeKeseredy and Jock Young refocused leftist theories
onto the serious consequences of street crime and upon the crimes of the lower
classes.

4. Left realism claims that radical ideas must be translated into realistic social
policies.

5. The major goal of left realism is to achieve a fair and orderly society through a
practical emphasis on social justice.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6. Left-realist criminology has been criticized for representing more of an
ideological emphasis than a theory.

Policy Implications.

Initiatives that focus on the gradual transition to socialized forms of the government activity, including:

	-equal justice in the bails ystem
	-the abolition of mandatory sentences
	-prosecution of corporate cimes
	-increased employment opportunities
	-community alternatives to prison

Criticizing the Critisizers

-Assumption that the crime would be abolished under a socialist or communist system

-Paid little attention to the analysis of social control in societies which have embraced socialism of Marxist ideology

-In socialist/communist countries, the definition of deviance and crime still remains in the hands of a small, closed ruling class with en exclusive grip on power

A. Most contemporary radical-critical criminologists recognize the improbability of a
sudden and total reversal of North American capitalist policy arrangements.

B. Instead, they focus on promoting a gradual change to socialism and socialized
forms of government activity such as the reduction of prison overcrowding, the
elimination of racism and other inequalities in the handling of both victims and
offenders.
