INTRODUCTION TO CRIMINOLOGY
Week 7: Psychological and Psychiatric Foundations of Criminal Behaviour
Fundamental assumptions:
1) Unit of analysis = individual
2) Personality is the major motivational element within individuals because source of drives and motives
3) Crimes cause: abnormal, dysfunctional, or inappropriate mental processes in a person
4) Criminal behaviour, while condemned, may be purposeful: 
-addresses needs
-inappropriate only compared to outside def of “normal”
      5)	Normality is defined by social consensus
      6) 	Defective of abnormal mental processes may have a variety of causes, including:
	a) a diseased mind
	b) inappropriate learning or improper conditioning
	c) the emulation of inappropriate role models
	d) adjustment to inner conflicts
Early perspectives
Psychological Perspective
· Behavioural conditioning
· Personality disturbances
· Psychopathology 
Psychiatric Perspective
· Biological + psychological urges mediated through consciousness. 

A. CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR AS MAL-ADAPTIVE

· The Psychoanalytic Perspective
· Personality Types and Crime
· The Link Between Frustration and Aggression
· The Psychotic Offender
· The Psychopath
· Antisocial Personality Disorder
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Sigmund Freud(1896)
-Criminal behavior = inadequacies inherent in the offender’s personality
-Lots of cool words:
	-personality, neurosis, psychosis, and more specific concepts such as transference, sublimation, 
	And repression
-sublimation: one aspect of consciousness is symbolically substituted for another.
-Thanatos: death wish
-Neurosis: Functional disorders involving anxiety, phobia, or other abnormal behaviour
Personality Types and Crime
Psychoticism
	-most likely to be criminal
-characterized by creativeness, tough-mindedness, anti-sociability, a lack of empathy, hallucinations, and delusions
Extroverts: carefree, dominant, and venturesome, with high energy levels
Neuroticism: irrational, shy, moody, and emotional
Problems with personality theories
	-Tautological
	  -Can’t measure the behavior w/o the existence of the behavior
	-Is it an explanation or a description?
  -Can observe a behavior and then name it and then say that what you named it the behavior

Psychotic offender

· Suffering from a psychosis.
· Out of touch with reality.
· Hallucinations
· Delusions
· Schizophrenic
· Paranoid schizophrenic

1) Schizophrenic: out of touch with reality and suffer from disjointed thinking
2) Paranoid schizophrenic: delusions and hallucinations


The Psychopath
-Psychopathy Checklist – Revised
	-Affective and behavioral indicators:
-glibness/superficial charm, grandiose sense of self-worth, pathological lying, conning/manipulative, lack of remorse or guilt, and parasitic lifestyle     
-Vary with age, gender and socio-economic status
-Abnormal EEG
-Psychopath is not the same as criminals
-Approx since 2006 GSS, general population 10% of people who aren’t in jail are psychopaths
-less than 1% of criminal population are psychopaths              
-10% of the gen pop. , CEOS of the top 500, 25% qualifies as psychopaths     
Problems with psychopathy
-Again, tautological
-double dipping
-why is it a single construct when there are two dimensions?
-snakes in suits
     -Prison population prevalence vs boardroom prevalence

Antisocial Personality Disorder
Antisocial Personality Disorder is not the same as Psychopathy
	-unsocialized and often have frequent contact with the criminal justice system
Diagnosed using the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of mental disorders
Focus on behavioral patterns exemplified by persistent violations of social norms
Again… tautological
Why does the offender commit crimes?
 -Because he has APD
What is APD?
-Committing crimes


B. CRIME AS ADAPTIVE BEHAVIOR

Crime fulfills the need to be punished.
	-mind may keep aspects out of consciousness
	-shame, self-loathing, or lack of adequate introspection
Crime is an adaptation to life’s stresses.
· Alloplastic adaptation: changes in environment
· Autoplastic adaptation: changes within an individual




Albert Bandura

· Modelling theory
· People learn by observing others. 
· Aggression seen as a means to an end.

B. F. Skinner

· Stimulus-response approach to behaviour.
· Positive and negative rewards and punishments.
· Focus is on environment.
Learning
“The sociological thesis that criminality, like any other form of behaviour, is learned through a process of association with others who communicate criminal values.”


C. PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PSYCHIATRIC FOUNDATIONS AND THE LAW

The McNaughten Rule
-edward drummound
-robert peel
“the Tories in my native city have compelled me to do this. They follow, persecute me wherever I go, and have entirely destroyed my peace of mind.. it can be proved by evidence. That is all I have to say”




Persons cannot be held criminally responsible for actions if at the time of the offence:

1. They did not know what they were doing, OR

2. They did not know that what they doing was wrong                                                                                                                                                                                      

Fitness to Stand Trial

· Mental state at time of trial.
-aware of the process and charges?
· Reviewed annually.
· Brought before court every 2 years.
· Individual stands trial when deemed fit to stand trial.
-psychiatric treatment until he is fixed





Not Criminally Responsible on Account of Mental Disorder (less than 1% of all crimes)
· Mental state at time of offence.
· Disposition hearing determines threat to public or himself.
· Capping: psychiatric hospital for a treatment for a predetermined period of time
-Roughly follow the sentence lengths for sane offenders
-Can toss ya back in if still a threat


Social Policy:

Selective incapacitation: career criminality
Dangerous offender legislation
· Crown applies after conviction.
· Indeterminate sentence.
· Lengthened period of parole ineligibility.

Profiling:
Assists criminal investigators. 
-Categorize, understand, and predict the behaviour based on behavioral clues
Behaviour is symptomatic of personality.
Violent Crime Linkage Analysis System (ViCLAS)
	-Centralized computer bank with details of violent crimes that assists
	-Recognizing patterns among violent offences and offender

Key Points:
-A number of psychologically based theories
  -However most have a number of flaws
-Whether or not criminality exists within an infividual remains unclear
[bookmark: _GoBack]-Furthermore the role is uncertain
-When there are individual level causes
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Figure 7.1 The Psychoanalytic Structure of Personality
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