PSCI Lecture 01
Theoretical Framework & Research Method
September 12
Goals for this Lesson
· Define and explain comparative and global politics
· Contemplate the fundamental questions of comparative and global politics
· Use these conceptual foundations to promote an understanding of a wide range of countries
· Enhance critical thinking skills
What is Politics?
Politics is a process where people pursue collective goals and organize to deal with conflicts by means of government. The core part of politics includes people who work collectively or sometimes at odds with each other to realize goals and ideas.
It involves people who at minimum who acknowledge in some same fate, which is why the engage in collective activity. It brings people together to deal with issues and reconcile differences. It’s an organized community which ensures security. Security such as economic and physical security
Conflict is a driving force in politics. When we engage in conflict, we are figuring how to deal with conflict, not resolve it. If conflict was completely resolved, then the world would come to a halt.
An example of this conflict would be the tension between freedom and security. How much freedom should we give up in the name of security? How security for freedom?
Government makes decisions on peoples goals.
What is the Study of Politics?
· The study of the power struggle for the authority to make decisions for the public
· The study of the constrained pursuit of ideals in the public sphere


What is Power?
· Power – ability to effect outcomes
· Political Power – ability to determine or influence government officials
· Dominance = influence?
Power has the ability to affect the attitudes of others.
Dahl defines power as person A getting person B to whatever person A wants him to do even if it’s against person B’s interests without person B even knowing that he is 
There are some challenges to these ideas of power: just because person B does it doesn’t mean they will do it forever. Who knows what’s in the interests of your own and others? A pyrrhic victory is victory that can come at a great cost.
What is Comparative Politics?
1. A comparative examination of political power struggles of governments and societies in different countries all over the world. 
2. An area of study and a method of inquiry that through competing theories and arguments seeks to explain political dynamics in different countries
3. The study of how different politics around the world deal with the need to balance freedom and security, utilizing different concepts, types of governance and institutions. Learning how things work or don’t work in one country lets us see how things might or might not work in another country
Comparative Method
The comparative method deals with comparisons across countries in order to generate hypotheses and generalizations that can apply to other cases. 
Science of Comparison
Scientific logic of Comparative Political Science:
· Inference: Research question: Three ways a hypothesis might come to be: create a new one, challenge one and prove a new one
· Definition: be clear on all definitions
· Description: be clear in description of things
· Explanation: make sure you put things that are actually relevant; don’t just describe something for the sake of describing something
· Prediction: try to predict or suggest different outcomes
· Prescription: try to give possible suggestions
· Uncertain Conclusions: make sure the reader knows all of your conclusions are uncertain
· Public Procedures: make sure to correctly cite things
Analytical Techniques
· Approach the study of political phenomena with:
· Dependent variables
· Independent variables
· Theories 
· Hypotheses
· Modes/ Ideal Types
Theories
· Generalization that seek to explain or predict relationships among variables.
· Widely accepted way of describing reality
· King, Keohane and Verba
· Choose theories that could be wrong.
· A good thesis is something that can be wrong otherwise it’s just boring and doesn’t really say anything
· Make sure its falsifiable, where it can be tested
· Be as clear as possible
· Don’t be vague.
· The simplest way of saying something is probably the best way.
Hypotheses
· Assumption to be tested against evidence
· Generalizations that can be tested
· Cause and effect relationships between dependent and independent variables which can be tested
Hypothesis Testing
· Do you engage in inductive (Look at facts in politics and then make generalizations, theories) or deductive (looking at general theory and ideas and then collect data points to prove) reasoning?
Models/Ideal Types
· Model – an abstract simplified representation of reality
· We have to extract core ideas
· Ideal Type: Weber Bureaucracy
· Central to social sciences
· Argued bureaucracy is impersonal
· Constructed this by observing actual bureaucracies
Variables
· Dependent Variable (Effect) – what we seek to explain, what we are studying 
· Independent Variable (Cause) – causes or influences dependent variable

Techniques of Comparative Politics
· Case study – one country
· Focused comparisons – small number of countries
· Statistical analysis – many countries
· Isolate similar systems and see what makes them different
· Example would be comparing democracies in Anglo-American democracies
· Quantitative Research – numbers or stats
· Qualitative Research – in depth 


Trends in Comparative Politics
· Classical
· Plato and Aristotle engage in ‘ought’ ideas
· Oversimplified things, huge generalizations
· But had very important questions and ideal types
· Renaissance & enlightenment
· Emphasized state craft (how you actually organize polities)
· Machiavelli stated leader needs to do what he needs to do to keep peace
· Social Contract 
· John Locke
· Had optimistic view on human nature
· Join together to keep human nature
· Russo
· Said man is born free and everywhere he is in chains
· Join in social contract through laws to maintain freedom
· Hobbes
· Judges type of government needed based on human nature
· Pessimistic about human nature
· Give natural rights to sovereignty in exchange of security
· Modern Era
· Deal with urbanization
· New economic realities 
· Issues with demise of empires
· Establishment of nation states
· Modernization
· As the West was victor post-WW2, democracy and capitalism was seen as what needs to be promoted
· Behaviouralism
· Have to look at how people work in the world, motives, individuals rather than just numbers
· Looked to people to see why change was dramatic
· Looking at demands from society and converting them to necessary laws and decisions
· “Brining the State Back in”
· Argue that we have to look at contexts of how people make their decisions
· Making decisions within known boundaries
· There are influences behind an individual’s decisions; what sort of society are they doing this in
· Post-Behaviouralism
· Takes critiques of behaviouralism and applies them
· Acknowledges that no laws can be made based on individual actions
· Post-Modernism
· Break apart laws, theories to get to a real understanding
· Challenge assumptions; everything you think you know, you don
· Rational Choice Theory
· Application of economic theory to politics
· Main assumption is that individuals are rational, self-maximizers
· If we study how people make decisions in politics, we can understand everything
· Assumes rationality
· Assumes theorists/economist can calculate rationality for others
· New Institutionalism
· About individual behavior within formal structure
· Question where preferences come from
Challenges of Comparison
· Difficult to control for variables
· Not enough countries to make it a viable experiment
· Limited number of cases
· Access to cases
· Bias; you’ll choose countries with the most accessible countries
· Difficult to predict 
Why Compare Global Politics?
· Learning something from one case by reading another’s

