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Political Parties
Liberals
Hav governed Canada more than any other party
Election comes around, it’s the liberal parties election to lose
The natural party
Middle of the road/spectrum party
Attained the support of new Canadians, party of multiculturalism
1971 multiculturalism policy
Pierre Trudeaus vision
Charter of rights and freedoms, amended constitution without the consent of the provinces
Turdeau believed it linked to a very deep belief in liberalism, individual rights and freedoms were to be protected under the constitution
Things important to the trudeau govt: redistribution, welfare state
Trudeau enacted the national energy policy in the 80’s
Liberals in the 1980s
Split over issues of Canadian federalism
Trudeau influence is present
Do you see Canada as a centralized nation with equal provinces or a multinational nation
John turner was the leader in 80s and lost both elections
New leadership race – chretien and martin
Two visions of Canada
Chretien and martin years
Chretien wins, takes over the party
Chretien brought in the clarity act and cut the tranfers to provinces
He also didn’t support American in Iraq
Chretien governed from 93-03
Sponsorship scandal in quebec, fund set aside by civil servants who may have gone rogue
Present day liberal party
Martin Trudeau
Conservatives
Party of confederation
Canada founded by conservatives
Different from todays conservative, touch of aristocracy
FTA in 1980 was brought in by conservatives
In 1942 they became the progressive-conservative party
Behind the name change was the need for a new leader
60 years you have this contradtictory party
if youre a conservative your not progressive
fiscal conservative and social progressive
70-80s it meant equality between men and women
industrialization development, education, modern economy
centralized govt
always strong in the west
while in opposition:
60-70s couple of decades
shots lived govt of joe Clarke
support for Clarke disappears so he leaves, turdeau becomes elected again as PM
Mulroney years
Among those who didn’t support Clarke
1982 patriation helps Mulroney, he tells quebec that trudeau betrayed them 
282 seats, Mulroney wins 220-30 of them
1987 meech lake by Mulroney
after Charlottetown failed, Mulroney becomes a problem
left on his own will, kim Campbell came in
electorate system played against the conservatives, dropped to only 2 seats
Reform and Canadian alliance Era (1993-2003)
Reform tried to extend appeal beoyn the west, remained a west party
Harper Years
Reformer who contributed to the founding of the reform party but left soon after
[bookmark: _GoBack]A conservative whos more concerned with the size of state and government spending than to legislate against abortion and thos kinds of things
A man who can bridge the Gap
NDP
Historical roots of the CCf ( Commonwealth Cooperative Federation (1932-1961))
Began as a left of center party in western Canada
Social-democratic approach, ways to unite farmers in a way that they can seek better agricultural policies
West would remain a significant part of the NDPs power base (1961)
Ideological change when it becomes the NDP
Social democratic party, distinguishes them from liberls
Allowed them to become compeititve in Saskatchewan and Manitoba
Broadbent years 1975-89
Led to a failry significant NDP; enough MPs to be a strong political force in Canadian politics
Under Mr.Broadbent, emphasis switched towards working class, urban profile
Concerned with equality, social economic equality
Creation of the Bloc: rise of the reform party hurt the NDP
Unable to get the party of the ground
Time for a leader change
The Layton years
Begun evolving away from traditional class politics and exposing all sorts of other issues including human rights, environment, less concerned about union politics
Transitioning to a more modern progressive party
Half a century of PC vs LB
In the most recent election, NDP formed the official opposition
59 out of 75 seats in quebece
NDP ridings that won were largely francophone
NDP have questioned the clarity act, 50+1 should be enough for quebec separatism
New leader ater Layton passes : Mulcair
Not overly on the left, used to be a quebec liberal
Choosing mulcair, opted for somebody who can keep the party steady
Need somebody who is close to center, good politician
NDPs and Liberals combined think Harper is mean and nasty, to beat him youl need to be mean and nasty
Million dollar question in cdn politics, will the NDP remain relevant
NDP and Reform Party
Represents and important poltical force in Canada; often hidden by party discipline( populous, social-conservative westerners)
Moved to the right after formation and became a populist conservative pary
Reform party was motivated by the need for democratic reforms and by profound western Canadian disocontent with the progressive conservative govt of Mulroney
First concern was senate, critical of an unelected body
Recall: enable constituents who are dissatisfied with their MP to recall that MP and send another one; mechanisms were vague
Reform party seen as strange in Canadian politics, western populism vs. official multiculturalism
1980-1990s, preston manning forms reform party because of federal govts contract to build airplanes with bombardier
Reform view: 10 equal provinces, all Canadians equal, Canadians should be “un-hypenated”, no difference between aboriginals (universalism- al Canadians)
Message clear in western provinces, but significant areas did not agree
Religion defines reform, both economically and socially conservative
Most Canadians were not socially conservative
Most Canadians outside the west saw them as an intolerant right wing party that was anti quebec
Reform engineered its own demise when it merged with the conservatives
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