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Legislative
Canada is Bicameral, 2 houses
1. House of commons
only house to enforce responsible government, make the government fall, ask question of confidence. Not the senate
makes the laws
not alone, needs contribution from the senate
governor general
most bills are government bills, originate from the exec
fusion of the exec and legislative, members are both exec and legislative
introduces bills to the house
much more straightforward with majority governments
PM controls the majority, his bills get passed
Members of Parliament (MP)
Nobodies away from the hill
When it comes to provincial representation, half of their work is in their riding and half is in the house
Smaller provinces are over represented
2. The Senate
Ment to represent the whole of government
In 1867, most time spent talking about institutionalizing Canada was the senate
HISTORY
Wasn’t clear what kind of senate the founding fathers wanted
Emerged as a distrust of democracy
Sense that having an elected senate might be too much
Appointed senate, knowledgable persons, could provide what was deemed as a necessary check to a popular form of democracy
To give legislactive a sober second thought
Territorial representation, not provincial
Appointment is patronage, members are appointed because they are a prominent party member
Cannot veto legislation coming from the elected house of commons, can raise issues with legislation, can raise public awareness
Can create commissions that can look into a variety of important things, from relationship with the states to our healthcare system
Executive
The Crown
Agent of the crown in Canada is the governor general
This position arbitrates between politicans on who is to form a government now
Crucial figure in Canadian system
Governor General usually follows the prime ministers advice
If you try to make the head of state elected you change the dynamic
A lot of political power which could be excersized freely
Prime Minister and the Cabinet
Fairly equal members
PM is first among equals
Meeting where ministers and the PM would talk about issues and policy options
People come in with ideas, including PM, being open minded about various options, end of the day a consensus
Canada is known as one of the most centralized parliamentary systems
Lots of majority governments because of electorate system
Combo of a lot of majorities and party discipline, PM can guide legislation through the house without any real opposition
Cabinet Discretion, solidarity and responsibility
Discretion: nothing that is discussed in cabinet should come out ever; idea is that people speak their mind within cabinet, secrecy,
Solidarity: politics is a team sport, nin the party caucus freedom is also solidarity, party discipline . Cabinet is the exec, exec needs to speak with one voice at all times
Doesn’t matter if you don’t support it in cabinet, once the deicsiion is made you defend it
Responsibility:
As a minister you are responsible for the policy you government chose to implement, even if you didn’t like it and oppose it; you cant disassociate yourself from a policy even years later
Governing from the center
Makes the argument that the prime minister is no longer simply first among equals, he dominates federal politics
Dominates cabinet, no longer works like the traditional image
PM establishes himself priorities, basically decides himself on various courses of action, as well as some advisors from his office, non elected
Shares decisions with minsters, allows for debate, but in the end imposes his decisions.
Judicial
Principle of judicial independence
Highest court in the land is the supreme court of Canada
Job is to make sure all laws go with the charter of rights and freedoms and the constitutions
PM alone appoints the court judges
Provinces have no say in it
Once they are appointed they are independenet
Independence from political power is key
Bill of rights in 1960
Federal legislation
Only applied to federal laws not provincial
Federal legislation could not fram a rights regime for provinces, only federal
1982 charter of rights and freedoms
brought in the connection between courts and rights
any decent liberal democracy needed a document to protect rights, and you couldn’t change it whenever you want, and a document that would protect rights from infringement from both levels of government
binds govenrments, provincial and federal, to the rights stated in the document
The Bureacracy
Basic principles : neutrality, meritocracy, representation
Neutrality: have a public service in Canada that is neutral as opposed to some other models, like US, where high level civil servants are come and go with adminsistrations
In Canada, their duty is to serve whatever government is in power
No turnover of servants whenever a new government comes in
US made the decision that the higher level public servants should be in sync with the government
Meritocracy:  we hire the best, we take the best, so on and so forth
Instead of hiring who we know and who we like
Representation: it would be a problem if the bureaucracy was made up of 50% white English speaking males
Bilingualism act, considerations made towards new Canadians
FUNCTIONS
Generates ideas
Often government runs out of ideas
They often turn to the bureaucracy and ask them to come up with ideas
Public service does policy advertising, not political advising
Framed in terms of options
Overall politicans don’t know much about public policy
Advising on public policy comes from the bureaucracy
Politicans not necessarily listen
Have to provide the truth, regardless of embaressment, need that opinion and perspective
Dynamic of promotion and advancements
Implementing; what we associate with the public service, activating and establishing the policies into society
Evaluationl consists of looking at a program that has been implemeneted for some time to see if its accomplishing its objectives
Typical structure of government department
Highest position is that of minister
[bookmark: _GoBack]Than Deputy minister
They are non political
Links the minister and the department
Controls the bureaucracy: exec, parliament, judiciary, auditor general
Most direct link of control is Exec
With current govt, feeling of distrust, bureaucracy doesn’t believe the govt will listen to them
Exec has this hierarchal control on the bureaucracy, ccan choose to listen or not
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