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Review Questions for the Final Exam
1 - Suppose a young researcher is interested in depression as a subject. After a first reflection (literature review, discussing with colleagues), he comes to formulate an initial question: 

"To what extent the strength of the economic crisis and its impact on the lives of people explains behavior problems in individuals suffering from illness like depression? " 

Can we say that his question is valid and relevant from a methodological point of view? (briefly explain your answer).

No! Theres no general goal. 

2 - As part of a research project funded by the Government of Canada, A research team wants to describe the participation of Canadian soldiers in the fightings that took place during the Second World War. They want to meet as many Veterans as possible. They also want to obtain « rich » data that describe how these people have lived through these events. What tool (only 1 tool) seems appropriate to conduct this research? (Justify your answer briefly)
Can talk about semi-directive interview, or you can talk focus groups, or questionnaire (but open ended, but mentioning that they would have a hard time writing so youd have to be careful)

Any answer, but make sure youre able to tackle the difficulty inside the question
 
3 – In a fix design research, you always end up with mostly quantitative data? True or False (briefly explain your answer)
False
 
4 - A researcher who wants to measure the degree of satisfaction of visitors to a museum decides to create a self-administered questionnaire that generates a composite index with questions using a Likert scale (forced choices). Explain briefly what are the limitations of this technique. 

5 - Transform these open questions into methodologicaly valid closed questions:

 
a) Do you watch television regularly? 

b) Do you have a food allergy? 

c) Overall what is your satisfaction level of the room service in our hotel? 
Use Litker scale if you want but make sure it’s complete

  
6 - A friend who is a nuclear physicist and a positivist (!) mentions in a conversation that only an experimental design allows to conduct « true » scientific research. He also mentions that social scientists lack rigor in adopting interpretivist perspective and flexible designs. For him, this type of research is a weakened version of true sciences such as physics, chemistry, etc.. Considering all that we discussed in class, do you agree? (Briefly justify your answer)

 
Have justification for answer!

7 - It is never possible to generalize the results from a case study. True or false? (Briefly explain your answer)

Abeline paradox talked about in class – very specific case 
 
8-A large sample is necessarily representative of the target population. True or False (Briefly explain your answer)

 
9 – 
a) As part of a research project, a researcher wish to use a video camera to film the various interviews he will do. From a methodological point of view, what are the advantages and disadvantages of such a decision?

b) Give him an alternative choice to filming the interviews

 
10 - As part of an ethnographic research, a researcher fails to write daily his fieldnotes. What can be the consequences of this omission in terms of validity and reliability?

 
11 - Through a case study, a researcher decides to use several tools for gathering data (interviews, observations and archives). What are the advantages and disadvantages of using multiple tools for gathering data.

12 - As part of a research that aims at measuring the effectiveness of a new social rehabilitation program for young juvenile offenders, a researcher decides to use observation as a technique for data collection. Identify 2 main ethical considerations associated with this research.

When work with kids 16 or under, need consent from the young person but also people who are responsible for them/guardian. 

13 - As part of a research using the observation as the main tool for gathering data, Gauthier et. al. (2006) mentions that the researcher should try as much as possible to remain neutral. Why?

14- Why is it harder to generalize de results from a research using a quasi-experiment design than from a research using an experimental design ?
Random sampling is the difference. Non random sampling for quasi experiement design

15- Why is it important to define every concept used in a research question ?

Because no one will know what youre talking about if you don’t do it
16- What is logical reasonning behind the use of the null hypothesis in an experiment

NOT ON EXAM!
17- Concerning scientific explanation, what is the difference between an ecological fallacy an reductionism 

NOT ON EXAM



Faculté des sciences sociales | Faculty of Social Sciences









