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GPHY 101 Exam Review 
Thursday December 5, 2013- 7pm-10pm 


Week 1

Lecture 2 (September 13)- Intro to Human Geography  

WHY does human geography matter? 
· Has practical implications on our lives
· Expanding knowledge and making connections
· Important from an intellectual and practical point of view 
· What is distinctive is not the phenomena of our study but the way it is approached (physical vs human) 

2004 Tsunami (Examples of studying human geography) 
· There are many different ways that you can approach the study of human geography
· Different fields and types of human geographers economic (fishing industry problems), environmental (fresh water supply and whether or not it is ok to consume after a tsunami), health, historical, population (who was most affected), political geography (lack of relief efforts), cultural geographers (affects on the different cultures), social (impact on tourism, emotional fallout in communities), urban (evacuation strategies) 
· With all the sub-disciplines, they can build a rich image and provide different insights 

HOW do human geographers do what they do? 
· Observation
· Analysis
· Visualization/representation
· Modeling/theorizing 
· RE-present things, you cannot show something exactly how it is 
· Models are simplifications of reality
· Use MAPS
· Maps are simplifications and are selective that are made by particular people for particular purposes and are particular to the politics and the people of the time 
· Maps are always approximate and incomplete
· Maps are very easy to manipulate and you can make it so that people see certain things and not others
· Maps have been an “instrument of the powerful” 
· Don’t trust maps completely, but think about what motivates those that make them 
· Have been used to suppress and manipulate and control human activity 
· Distort a particular view of reality what the map makers think the users want to know what or what they want the users to see 

Distance
· Absolute distance
· Distance as expressed as an absolute physical measure 
· Relative distance
· Distance as expressed in terms of time, effort and cost 


Week 2 

Lecture 3 (September 18)- The Concept of Place  

Place: a rich geographical concept that emphasizes subjective meaning developed through experience and culture convention place is very much linked to identity 
· It is the concept place, not space, that addresses how we experience and give people to the world 

WHAT is place? 
· Yi-Fu Tuan: “place is space filled with meaning” 
· Space existed first, meaningful places have been carved out of spaces
· Places are best understood experientially rather than abstractly 
· Places change their meanings and constructions over time
· Places need to be understood in context 

Places are dynamic: 
· Every place is constantly changing
· Physical changes are most apparent
· Meaning of places also change attitudes shift
· Constant changes give places vitality
· Can loose something very vital to their meaning if we try to preserve places

Places are Historical: 
· All places have history 
· Some places are tangibly historical why the historical nature of others is hidden
· Commemoration makes the history of a place visible & comprehensible
· History is a narrative that is selectively constructed to reveal what we value (or reject) about the past 
· History is actively constructed and less passively remembered 
· History is a model of reality tells more about the present than the past (what we value and what we want to remember) 

Places are Contingent:
· Places are highly subjective: different individuals or groups understand the same place in fundamentally different ways 
· Meanings that you attach to a place are based on how YOU experienced it
· Contingent on factors such as one’s religion, gender, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, physical condition, etc. 
· Places are also contingent because their meaning can be transformed in sudden & highly unpredictable ways 

Places and Identity: 
· Jeff Malpas the very possibility of human experience depends on place: “Finding place is thus a matter of finding ourselves and to find ourselves we need to first rethink the question of the nature & significance of place.” 
· We think of ourselves as the sum of experiences
· Our experiences form the building blocks of the personal narratives that define our identity

Lecture 4 (September 20)- Interpreting Landscapes 

Landscape: a human system
· Refers to the cultural shaping of the land
· Ordinary or vernacular landscapes: everyday landscapes that people create in the course of their lives 
· Symbolic landscapes: representations of particular values or aspirations that the builders and financiers of those landscapes want to impart to a larger public 
· It is a reflection of our culture and our experiences
· The language in which a landscape is written is a kind of code

Representing Landscape
· We ‘know’ other places vicariously, through the work of others, even if we have not experienced them ourselves
· Representation of places are abstractions, they are not the places themselves 
· Landscapes can be represented through paintings
· Most people feel like they know a lot about places in the world because of what we have seen on TV or in pictures
· Literature has shaped how we perceive landscapes 

Proxemics: the study of the social and cultural meanings that people give to personal space 
 
How do we write ourselves and our intentions onto the landscape?
· Putting out signals such as leaving our coat on a chair claiming personal space

Place Marketing: 
· People have made places into tourist places by constructing them and creating narratives about them
· Marketed in places focused on history and narratives worldwide phenomena
· The pace of place marketing has sped up greatly
· Places are marketed to particular groups based on aspects of human identity 
· To be able to read landscapes we need to be able to understand the language they are written in what are the signs and symbols



Week 3

Lecture 5 (September 25)- Complexities of Globalization

Globalization: process of creating networks of connections among people at multicultural continental distances integrate national economies, cultures, technologies and governance 
· Globalization has been vastly accelerated by the colonial period 
· 1944 IMF and World Bank were created 
· Our view on globalization varies significantly depending on where we are in the world, how we make our living, and what we value
· Key characteristics of globalization: 
· A new international division of labor
· The internationalization of finance
· A new technology system
· The growth and homogenization of consumer markets
· Which is the root cause of globalization?  Hard to decide which one was the root cause 

Tri-polar core of the world economy
· Has been criticized as being quite misleading 
· Suggests that Europe, the US and Japan are equal powers they are not
· The world has been divided in the spheres of influence, which is not necessarily true

The US is the dominant power behind globalization
· Economic slumps are felt world-wide
· US dollar still the world’s foremost reserved currency, standard currency
· IMF is currently dominated by the US
· US is still responsible for about 40 percent of totally global military spending
· American movies and TV are dominant all over the world
· US has attracted much of the world’s best ‘talent’ in a variety of fields

Debating the impact of globalization: poverty and inequality
· Those who lean towards the political left will see more of the negatives of globalization
· The gap between rich and poor has grown in the last decades
· World bank goal: no more than 3 percent of the world’s population living on just $1.25 a day by 2030
· Does globalization cause poverty? (how can we prove this?)
· Countries that have become more integrated into the world economy have made more economic process
· Sub-Saharan Africa have not been severely affected by globalization
· Is the issue poverty or gross inequality? 
· Benefits the more developed at the expense of the lest developed (globalization) 
· Allow globalization to continue what its doing, maybe it will resolve itself? 
· Globalization will destroy the environment vs globalization will save the environment 
· Uneven impact on the citizens of the world


Week 4

Lecture 7 (October 2)- The New International Division of Labor 

· NIDL is one of the four key characteristics of Globalization 

Definition of the NIDL
· Relocation of manufacturing operations form the core to the periphery
· Recently some service-sector operations relocated from core to periphery as well (call centers) 
· Knowledge intensive and skill-intensive functions retained by the core 

NIDL Fact or Model? 
· A model designed to explain the special behavior of TNCs
· A simplification of a complex reality

OIDL (Old International Division of Labor) 
· Current global system is based on an earlier colonial economic system
· Global periphery produces raw materials and global core produced finished goods
· Particular regions specialized in particular economic activities over time particular colonies became associated with particular exports 

Who’s behind the NIDL? 
· TNCs are driving the NIDL
· Initially operated in developed world; now are expanding their operations to NICs (Newly Industrialized Countries) 
· Operate by subdividing or subcontracting 
· TNCs really started to growing in number after WWII

How does the NIDL work? 
· Economic and political conditions differ across space
· Global periphery offers various ‘locational advantages’ to TNCs
· Key advantages: cheap, abundant and well-disciplined labor
· Some regions of the world provide enticing location advantages 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Regions have government policies that make TNCs want to locate there

Important pre-conditions for the NIDL: 
1- Spread of new agricultural methods to the global periphery
2- Increased sub-division and simplification of production task 
3- New transportation technologies (especially containerization) 
· Allows most semi-finished or finished goods to be produced anywhere in the world 

Case study: the athletic shoe industry- Nike vs Converse 
· Production is low-tech and labor intensive
· Canvas shoes dominated until a 1970s health boom led to new products
· Increased competition has led companies to relocate production to SE Asia 

NIKE: 
· All shoes are produced in E and SE Asia 
· Celebrity endorsements
· Subcontracts 100% of its production to Asian companies
· Subcontracting provides labor flexibility cheaper and more labor
· Vietnam mass production of lower end shoes because labor is VERY cheap

CONVERSE
· Moved much of its production abroad  (1980s- Mexico, Puerto Rico) 
· Closed its Puerto Rico plant, North Carolina plant was central to its shoe production operations 
· Runs counter to NIDL
· Lumberton NC- internal periphery
· NC wages were still 30 times higher than those paid in SE Asia
· Most of the workers at this plant were Native American women 
· Maintained this plant in order to avoid paying import tariffs on their canvas shoes
Nike bought Converse after they filed for bankruptcy

Shortcomings of the NIDL model: 
· Geographically insensitive
· Cores and peripheries at multiple scales internal core and periphery in SE Asia Lumberton NC is an internal periphery 
· It is economically insensitive
· More incentives than just cheap labor
· Only considers the cost of labor as THE ONLY key factor

Lecture 8 (October 4)- Local Foods 

Threats to food security
· Food safety
· Exportation 
· Oil dependency

Canada’s Food 
· Canada imports more food than it exports
· Amount of food imported has increased 135%
· Consumers are taking more notice of how their food is produced and where it is coming from
· Transportation costs are lower to produce locally
· What do we mean by ‘local’?  many different views of what ‘local’ is 
· Food produced within 50km of consumer
· 150km-200km
· Organic/pesticide free sometimes seemed to be synonymous 
· Suggested that shifting consumption to locally produced foods would reduce emissions
· Production is the most energy-intensive part of agriculture
· Yields have been on the incline since the 50s
· Agriculture production is not uniform in Canada 
· North- poor agricultural soil long winters and short growing seasons
· Large space application of fertilizers and pesticides has significant environmental impacts
· Fertilizer run-off is a problem
· Costal zones being affected by fertilizer runoff
· Commercial fertilizer use is on the rise
· Certain widely used pesticides are known to cause neurological and developmental damage in fish
· Organic farming in Ontario
· Only 2% of Canadian farming 
· Most organic farming in Ontario is clustered in southwestern Ontario
· Large scale production of organic produce has caused prices of organic fruits and vegetables to fall


Week 5

Lecture 9 (October 9)- Farming and Agribusiness 

19th century- industrial foods as a term was introduced 
· Food that has been developed using many technological processes
· Mass-grown, mass-produced, mass-marketed
· Highly processed and standardized
· Distributed through a global network of food producers, distributors, and retailers 

Mechanization of food production
· Profound effects on the availability, uniformity, and quality of food in the last 150 years
· Three areas- mechanization of agriculture, food preparation, food preservation 
· Much cheaper to produce food now
· Canning, bottling, food can be shipped easily through vacuum sealing
· Increased food security around the world 

Preserving food
· Chemical preservation increases shelf-life, sulfites, nitrates
· Possible links to things like migraines and asthma
· Preservatives are not always clearly labeled 
· Canning- used to be very expensive, now very cheap  
· Freezing putting food in ice houses

Transporting Food
· As trade networks expanded tastes were transformed and increased demand propelled more distant trade relationships, geographical exploration 
· These global food networks would not be possible without innovations in transportation, distribution, and preservation
· Railways and shipping networks 
· Permits high volume to be transported cheaply
· Jobs this created enables people to afford foods creates a working class
· Refrigerated rail cars were invented in the 1850s impact on beef prices and sales  

Marketing food
· Leading food companies in the late 19th century transformed tastes
· Did this through
· Innovation in advertising
· Providing greater food security 
· Providing cheaper bulk foods
· Ex: Kellogs and post cereals are marketing triumphs 
· Ex: Campbells soupseveryone was eating it 

Retail food
· Initially, there were only local markets
· Food emporiums arose in the 17th century
· Corner grocers developed in the 19th century
· Today chain supermarkets dominate 
· Some grocery stores have moved beyond food 

So What? 
· All these innovations made food consumption more uniform and affordable
· Homogeneity of food was an unwanted by-product
· Over time competition led to greater product differentiation
· Industrial food is vulnerable to tampering but safety standards have improved 
· Recalls (burgers) 
· UK horse meat was used in meat 

Ritzer’s argument: 
· Through increasingly efficient and rationalized processes of food production, the world is being turned into uncritical consumers of homogenized, poor quality foods
· This food is provided by people working McJobs: unstimulating, low skilled jobs, one step above slave labour
· Mcjobs are moving beyond the food industry to other areas of the service sector 

Success of McDonalds’
· Success of McDonalds has been built upon meticulous standardization
· Of food preparation, taste, customer service, store décor and hygiene, labour practices
· Has set industry standards 
· McDonalds labour practices
· Hires part-time workers who will settle for less than subsistent wages
· Workers receive no benefits and bear the brunt of fluctuations in labour demands
· The work is low skill and requires no meaningful decision-making (boring)
· The pace is frantic, surveillance is constant and staff always need to be ‘on’

Ritzer: McJobs are fast replacing real jobs throughout the economies of the West
· The key characteristics of McJobs:
· Simple, mindless tasks; efficiency is the goal
· Time of completion is carefully measured
· Work is predictable & monotonous
· Technology plays a prominent role
· Dehumanized work environment leads to high employee turnover

As Americanization
· A homogenizing global force that wipes out local distinctiveness
· McDonald’s is a key weapon of American cultural imperialism
· Adapting to local tastes is a clever strategy
· McDonald’s appropriates local tastes to suit its own needs
· McDonaldization is eroding our culture too
· “McDonald’s seems to be anything but an American menace. But lift up the circus tent, wipe off the sugar and salt and strip off the clown suit and what you will find just beneath the surface is the cold skeletal framework needed for the construction of the iron cage of rationalization.” 
· (Ritzer 1998, p. 79)


Week 6

Lecture 10 (October 16)- Colonialism and Imperialism 

European Colonialism: 
· Colonialism and imperialism are interrelated 
· Colonialism implies that a group of citizens from the colonizing state have permanently settled in the colonized territory 
· Colonies of Canada
· Imperialism implies control or influence at a distance
· Generally does not suggest an administrative take-over or permanent settlement 
· Military power, threat of it 
· Control of shipping
· Political pressure or diplomacy
· Cultural infiltration
· Doesn’t imply the administrative takeover of a foreign land
· No permanent settlement 
· US most obvious imperial power today
· Colonialism and imperialism have had significant geographical effects
· Have remapped the world in Europe’s image
· Have created a lasting legacy of uneven development 

Geography and Colonialism/Imperialism  
· Geographers have lent their expertize to colonial/imperial undertaking	
· Help collect data and make sense of it 
· Skills like map making and surveying
· Landscape description 

First wave of European Colonialism: 1492-1750 approx. 
· Spanish and Portuguese dominated 
· Mercantilist empire: competitive and restrictive trade and control of territory and wealth 
· Portugal who first started the colonial venture: spreading down the West coast of Africa, moving into the Atlantic islands of the Azores
· Spain may have made it to the Americas first but Portugal was not far behind
· Spain concentrated on Mexico and Peru 
· Spain made a lot of money through its colonies
· Forced the colonies to buy its goods
· Portugal was an inefficient Empire
· Portugal hardly made any rules and did not follow those it made
· It instituted the use of black slaves in plantation agriculture and the slave trade
· Portugal made its money on slaves, plantations and the lucrative trade of the Far East
· British and the French moved in on that operation and gradually took it over
· Portugal was chased out of the far-east 
· By the end of the 18th century, colonialism actually seemed to be dying out
· Many of the Spanish colonies had rebelled and announced their independence
· Portugal was chased out of the Far East by the Brits, French and Dutch
· The US had declared and fought for its independence from Britain
· Europe had gone through the Enlightenment
· One of the many aspects of the Enlightenment was a growing awareness that society could be changed and improved
· And with the French Revolution the concept of the universal “rights of man” and the ideals of equality, fraternity and liberty were a major contradiction of the predatory relationship that is colonialism/imperialism

Second wave of European Colonialism: Mid 18th Century to WWI
· British industrial/imperial dominance
· Annihilation of the Aboriginal people of the Caribbean
· Dispossession of the indigenous peoples of Canada and the US
· Colonialism and imperialism allowed Europe to export its excess population and to use foreign cheap or free (slavery) labour to extract resources that enriched especially European cities
· The 20th century world wars (WW1 and WW2) effectively destroyed this period of imperialism
· Most importantly, in WWII, colonials from all over the world (used as troops by the Europeans) discovered the philosophies guiding social justice in Europe, took them home, embraced them and fought for independence
· These philosophies had been around since the Enlightenment and the French Revolution (so the end of the 18th century)
· Briefly we could describe them as the ideals of The Rights of Man (now known as Human Rights); Liberty (the idea that everyone – every man in those days – should have the right to enjoy the fruits of his labour and talent), Equality (that all men are equal before the law), and Fraternity (that we take care of each other as brothers)

Orientalism: how can we come to understand a culture with a different color of skin.
· We view a the Middle East through a lens that distorts how that part of the world actually is 
· Disparity between what being an Arab is vs. what the west thinks about it and sees it as 

Lecture 11 (October 18)- Geographies of Political Economy in Latin America 

· What is economics?  Allocation of scarce resources 
· What is politics?  Study of the allocation of power/values
· What is political economy?  Study of human actions, understood as being conditioned by the interplay of economic, legal, and political institutions, customs, and processes 

Mercantilism: another name for economic nationalism Holds that the key to a nation’s wealth is the maintenance of a positive balance of trade

Neoliberal or Mercantilist? 
· Some of the most highly regulated economies in the world are found in Latin America 
· The average income of the poorest 10% of people in the same economically free nations is more than twice the overall average income in the least free nations 

The resource curse
· Natural resource abundance is neither an automatic blessing nor an inescapable death sentence for nation’s economy. But in a country with weak institutions, potential payoffs for rent-seeking behavior are increase, allowing rulers to pay off rivals, increase income inequality and discourage productive entrepreneurship
· Oil in Venezuela is cheaper than water…literally 


Week 7

Lecture 12 (October 23)- Is the World Facing a Population Crisis? 

Introduction to demography: 
· The study of characteristics of human populations
· Involves different studies sociological, historical
· Uses different data collected by different organizations

Age-sex pyramid
· 1992 population in Nunavut expansive because of low ages
· 2000- San Diego more men between the ages of 20-40 (military) 
· 1971 Manitoba declining birth rate
· Newfoundland 2003 movement and migration affect population too
· Population structures change over time
· Doesn’t change overnight
· Influenced by government policies
· Some age cohorts tend to be seen as more significant than others (20-40)

Historical perspectives on population growth: 
· Ancient Greeks: engineered reproduction
· Marriages arranged by the state
· Offspring managed
· Ancient romans: civic reproduction
· Encourage population growth
· Civic duty to raise children
· Celibacy was to be punished 
· Early Christians: moral reproduction
· Encouraged banning birth control
· Mercantile west: economic reproduction 
· Encouraged because a large population can produce more goods
· Can be sued to form a powerful army
· Common thread?
· Context is the common thread

Current perspectives on population growth: 
· Pronatalist (Russia, Japan)
· Concerns about low fertility
· Turkmenistan and Japan financial incentives
· Antinatalist (china)
· One child policy
· Carrying capacity was insane
· More boys being born
· Offer equal opportunities and education so that women can make decisions most likely what will make people not have children

Ehrlich’s Population Bomb
· Ehrlich’s prediction- 7.5 billion by 2000
· Malthus’ prediction- 10 billion in 2000
· Ehrlich thought that the developing world was the problem
· Ever expanding global population was outstripping the world’s ability to feed us
· Solution was that governments should invest in drastic population control education
· If necessary, population control would have to be imposed sterilization programs

Marxist Population Theory 
· Agricultural productivity and subsistence are relative, not absolute—they change as modes of production change
· Fertility is not the problem: the uneven distribution of resources and wealth are the real problem
· Solutions: development, technology, change expectations, mandate population change
· Denies that there is any population problem at all 

Lecture 13 (October 25)- Health Geographies 

· Where you live determines healthcare delivery, access to screening procedures, access to immunization etc.
· “Health is the state of complete physical mental and social well-being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity” (WHO- 1948) 

Epidemiology: the study of disease in population
· Focus on: 
· Mortality- death (including a focus on its causes) drastic measure of ill-health 
· Morbidity: sickness (including a focus on both disease and illness) captures more nuances of people’s experiences more value
· Mortality and morbidity rates may be complicated to calculate and compare across time and space
· Incidence- the number of new cases occurring within a given time interval expressed as a proportion of the number of people at risk from disease
· Prevalence- the number of people with the disease or illness at any one point in time 
· Common disease classifications: 
· Chronic- long term
· Acute- sudden or onset
· Infectious- caused by organisms that can be spread from one person to another

Geographical epidemiology: the study of how disease is distributed across space 

Disability/impairment
· Impairment (eg hearing or visual)- usually refers to restricted physical functioning of some kind
· Disability- what is a disable person actually disables by..? 
· Stigma associated with impairment
· Used to hearing about spatial restrictions cant enter a certain building etc. 
· Built environment, barriers to access (lack of curb cuts, ramps, elevators, automatic doors)

Medical model: focus on individual bodies problems to be solved 

Social model: focus on social and spatial conditions beyond the person things that could be adapted and improved

Invisible disabilities: Epilepsy, diabetes, chronic pain, chronic fatigue, sleep disorders, anxiety and autism spectrum disorders 

Autism: 
· Current 190 000 children in Canada on the autism spectrum
· Is it fair to talk about the ‘autism epidemic’ 
· 5 times more common among boys
· Only once you call autism a disease does it need treatment
· Some people on the autism spectrum would say that don’t have a disease
· Autism is not a disability or defect
· Form of neurological differences
· Problem lies with society’s failure to accommodate such legitimate differences
· There is no need for treatment or cure
· There is a need for accessible social space 

Health geographies are: 
· More theoretically driven
· More concerned with social inequalities
· Associated with a commitment to social justice
· Use methods derived form social science

Socio-economic status
· Employment grade among professionals is a strong predictor of health outcomes across al levels of their hierarchy
· Health inequalities are exacerbated by income inequalities
· Higher income associated with lower mortality rates
· Health inequalities are not reducible to income inequalities
· Gender, geography, age, ethnicity all contribute to health inequalities

Immigration and health in Canada
· 2006- 1/5th of Canada’s population
· Health and health service needs of immigrants are different from Canadian born residents 
· Immigrants are healthier than Canadians when they arrive but their health tends to decline the longer they stay in Canada
· Generally agreed that the reasons immigrants are healthier is because there is a rigorous screening process that they have to go through
· Selects inherently healthier people 
· The longer people live here, The more likely they are to adopt the patterns and behaviors that are more typical of long term residents of Canada
· Being an immigrant can be associated with high levels of stress (bad for health) 
· Lack of sense of place, feeling of belonging


Week 8 

Lecture 14 (October 30)- Multiculturalism 

Toronto
· Toronto is “perfect” multicultural city
· Visible minorities are now the majority in the GTA
· 1/5 people born in Canada were not born here
· Markham has 72% percent foreign born population
· Brampton is also very multicultural (66%)
·  Immigrants tend to settle more in cities 

Chicago’s Indian District, Devon St.
· Demonstrates American society just as multicultural as Canadian society

· Virtually every nation is multicultural
· Multiculturalism is linked to globalization

Canada
· Few countries have instituted official multiculturalism policies like Canada
· Many Canadians view multiculturalism as a key component of our national identity
· We cherish our ‘cultural mosaic’ and contrast it with the US ‘melting pot’

Historical Overview: Immigration and Multiculturalism in Canada
· Sifton’s policies (after 1896) brought many Eastern European farmers to the Prairies 
· European immigrants also came to cities
· Citizenship Act (1947) paved the way for most immigrants to become citizens
· Japanese Canadians and first nations were exclude from getting immigration rights 
· ‘Colour blind’ immigration policy established in the 1960s: led to influx
· ‘Bi & Bi’ Commission (1963)
· Trudeau (1971): ‘Canada has two official languages but no official culture’
· Official multicultural policies established with the aim of funding cultural activities
· Constitution repatriated & Charter of Rights & Freedoms est. in 1982
· Emphasis on human rights and the role of the court
· Section 27: Charter to be interpreted in light of Canada’s multicultural status
· Designed to protect first nations, immigrants, and disadvantaged groups in general
· Multiculturalism Act passed in 1988
· Committed to promoting full and equitable participation of all people in society 

Purpose of multiculturalism: 
· Adopting a multicultural policy means:
· State respects minority cultural identities
· State protects & advances minority interests
· The rule of the majority doesn’t always apply
· Minorities are to be given a democratic voice
· State recognizes its pluralistic composition
· State will safeguard collective rights when they do not conflict with fundamental human rights held by individuals

Who gives minority cultures a voice? 
· The Canadian State is guided by the ideals of liberalism: protects fundamental rights
· Liberalism recognizes that minorities can be damaged by the ‘tyranny of the majority’ & thus must be protected
· Canadian State must also uphold historical treaties & political agreements
· There are benefits to cultural diversity

Individual vs Collective Rights 
· Can collective rights be reconciled with est. individual rights without weakening them?
· Will members of the minority have their individual rights & freedoms curtailed?
· Whose rights will take precedence in a dispute: the individual’s or the group’s?
· Critics argue that individual rights offer sufficient protection against abuses
· Any special exceptions are bad, they anger Canadians
· And that we should maintain the equality of all individuals before the law
· In other words, no special treatment
· But does equality = homogeneity?
· Different groups are starting form different positions
· We are not obliged to be infinitely tolerant 
· No—different circumstances require different approaches to rights

Hierarchy of Canadian Minorities
· Some minorities feel that the Québeçois & First Nations have more power
· Should all minority groups in Canada be treated the same?
· Will Kymlicka says no: most Canadian minorities are voluntary immigrants who must adapt & integrate into Can. Society
· Even refugees must adapt & integrate 
· The wrong was not committed by Canada expect tolerance and acceptance but no full rights of self government
· Only cultures who were self-governing prior to joining Canada & who negotiated special conditions can expect special status
· The Québeçois secured the legislative power to protect their francophone culture
· The First Nations peoples signed a series of treaties establishing their special status
· Forced assimilation would be unacceptable

‘Red Boot’ Multiculturalism 
· Some critics feel that preserving & protecting culture is problematic: culture is too dynamic to be preserved properly
· Others feel that a focus on cultural particularities (especially colourful customs) inhibits meaningful political, social & economic integration
· Neil Bissoondath’s critique: A focus on folk culture leads to stereotyping & reinforces hyphenated Canadianism

Lecture 15 (November 1)- Indigenous Cultural Preservation/Reclamation 

Most significant aspect of culture: Language
· There are approx. 6,200 languages (National Geographic 2009)
· Every fourteen days a language ‘dies.’ 
· By 2100, more than half will be extinct. 
· 47 casualties will be Indigenous languages now spoken in Canada. 
· “As of 1996, only three out of Canada’s 50 remaining Aboriginal languages had a large enough number of speakers to be considered truly secure from the threat of extinction…” (Norris 1998, 8).

Cultural continuity: control
· Michael Chandler and Christopher Lalonde, define cultural continuity “as engagement in activities that link individuals or communities to a past, the present and an imaginable future”
· Language spoken by 50% of community = 0 suicides
· Control -Imposed from without vs. Autonomy/individual agency/free will
· Responsibility for knowledge transference: Roles of teacher & student in Indigenous system


Week 9

Lecture 16 (November 6)- The North American City: Myth or Reality? 

North America City: 
· Chief advocate is Maurice Yeates 
· American and Canadian cities are virtually identical
· Both countries have capitalist market economies and large immigrant populations
· Both have long histories of urban growth but also a recent trend of metropolitan stagnation and decline
· Urban development 
· Characteristics shared by Canadian and America cities
· Geographic arrangement
· Construction styes
· Radial highway network
· Low-density suburbs
· Car-dominated streetscape
· Local government fragmentation income disparities 
· Limited attempts at historical preservation
· Distinguishing factors: 
· Stronger racial tensions in American cities has led to geographical segregation
· Greater degree of suburbanization in America cities due to a series of government policies 
· US has faster and more wide-spread growth of suburbs 

Established Approach to Cities 
· Cities in advanced capitalist societies are similar because of underlying economics
· Cities are the product of economics 
· Economics dictate urban social structures and influence demographic composition
· Political variations are minor due to underlying economic commonalities
· Cultural differences are insignificant window dressing

Challenging the North American City
· Goldberg and Mercer: a continental approach is only appropriate if both countries are similar
· Canada and US have distinct social, economic, political and value systems
· “…if the societies differ so markedly, then why should we expect the cities which evolve within these societies to be undifferentiable?”
· Canada and the US have taken different historical paths that have produced different urban forms
· Goldberg & Mercer: “Cities & city dwellers are more than just products of a prevailing economic system.”
· Culture, not economics, is the key to cities
· Culture embodies the beliefs, meanings & values of a society
· These values drive the creation of urban social, political & economic institutions 

Chief Differences Between Canadian and American Societies 
· Four Dimensions of Difference:
· (1) 4 Key Value Differences
· Canadian collectivism vs. American individualism
· Canadians are more publicly more oriented and Americans are more privately oriented 
· Canadian responsibilities vs. American rights
· Americans are more prone to self-indulgence and Canadians are more prone to self-restraint 
· Canadians more comfortable with active and interventionist governments
· Canadians are more likely to trust the government
· Americans see government action as interference 
· Canadian multiculturalism vs. American melting pot
· (2) Differences in Social Structure & Demographic Composition
· Immigration
· Huge role in creating both nations but multicultural policies in Canada cause immigration to be felt more
· US absorbs immigrants 
· Ethnicity
· “Hyphenated Canadian” 
· More of an “America first” ethos
· Language
· Canada is bilingual 
· US is not even though Spanish speakers are very prevalent 
· Religion
· There is more of a connection between politics and religion in Canada catholic school funding 
· Religion influences American’s political thinking 
· Race
· Most divisive social factor in America
· Class
· Class is more about money than privilege 
· Income disparities are a lot greater in the US and there is more accumulated health there
· Social safety nets smooth out disparities in Canada 
· (3) Differences in Economic Organization & Institutions
· Greater government participation in the Canadian economy
· Arose out of different historical backgrounds 
· Higher rates of foreign investment in Canada
· American economy is larger & more diverse
· Greater (and earlier) American investment in transportation and communication networks
· Canadian bank system is more centralized & more efficient
· (4) Differences in Political Structure, Culture & Institutions
· Share superficial similarities 
· Federal Government is a more dominant force in American politics
· American political culture oriented towards individual rights and prosperity
· American veneration of private property
· Greater deference to authority in Canada
· Stems from an anti-revolutionary past 
· 6 dimensions by which Canadian cities are different than American cities:	
· 1) Urban Form
· Canadian cities are denser/more compact
· American cities have more suburban sprawl
· 2) Transportation & Travel
· American cities have more freeways (car culture)
· Canadians use public transit more frequently
· Americans rely more on their cars and travel farther to get to work
· 3) Urban Populations
· Canadian city centres home to more middle-class families
· Income disparities between downtown & suburbs less pronounced in Canadian cities
· Less racial/ethnic segregation in Canadian cities
· 4) Urban Growth & Decline
· Canadian downtowns: population growth
· American downtowns: population decline
· White flight to the suburbs 
· 5) Urban Safety
· Canadian cities are perceived to be safer
· Perceptions influence residence patterns
· 6) Urban Government
· American cities are more fragmented: more autonomous local governments (ironic)
· Centralized Canadian cities have greater fiscal health
· Have a rationalized government structure and more taxes to draw on 

Critiques of Goldberg and Mercer 
· Sound scholarship or patriotic zeal?
· Cultural Determinism in place of Economic Determinism?
· Are there distinct national characters?
· Depends on the frame of reference
· How does this issue look from a global perspective?
· Is a matter of emphasis
Note: Yeates also made a lot of these points

Lecture 17 (November 8)- Gentrification 

· Gentriﬁcation per Jason Hackworth, is a “production of space for progressively more afﬂuent users” (2002) I think of afﬂuence not only in terms of money but also social afﬂuence and is characterized by displacement
· The gentriﬁcation literature has discussed forms of gentriﬁcation including “instant gentriﬁcation” (in the form of high-end condo developments), “super-gentriﬁcation” (occurring in global cities see Chapter 11), “state-led mega-gentriﬁcation” (characterized by mega-displacement occurring in the global south) and a rise in upscale “landscapes of consumption” for new urban elites who displace the previous gentriﬁers who are middle-class

Waves of Gentrification 

First-wave (1960s and early 1970s)
· Led by state redevelopment efforts that relocated people and was conﬁned to major US and Western European cities

Second wave (late 1970s)
· Gentriﬁcation was no longer conﬁned the largest cities, but was present in moderate amounts in other cities 
· Role of private actors, who had begun to see the market potential of gentriﬁcation, was more prominent
· Mid-1980s Organized resistance to the process of gentriﬁcation at the local levels as a backlash to emerging public/private partnerships to create large gentriﬁcation projects, often whole city blocks 
Tompkins Square Park Riot which occurred on August 6, 1988 in New York City's Tompkins Square Park
· Groups of homeless people and young people had been living in the park in NY and within this neighborhood there was an increasing sense that the poor were being pushed out due to increasing rents
· Loopholes in rent laws, co-op conversions, and major capital improvements in NY enabled landlords to charge astronomical rents that the people who already lived in the neighborhood could simply not afford
· In an effort for the city to gain control a 1 am curfew was adopted by the police in what was a 24-hour park

Third Wave (1990s-2001)
· Expansion of the process to cities outside the industrialized world
· During these waves, scholars attempted answering the question of what was causing gentriﬁcation
· Two explanations emerged one where gentriﬁcation was based either in capital, and the other culture
· Capital Argument (Neil Smith) Rent Gap hypothesis: property within the city becomes de-valorized and even abandoned, the potential rent of the devalorized parcel remains high because of its high levels of accessibility
· This difference in capitalized and potential land rent is the rent gap.
· Culture Argument (David Ley): gentriﬁcation was caused my a move of a new-middle class to the city where they valued a particular urban aesthetic and urban liveability
· Most scholars who wrote about gentriﬁcation theory seemed to suggest the need for some combination of both explanations

Unofficial 4th Wave 
· Loretta Lees characterized by state-led gentriﬁcation where policies begin to encourage gentriﬁcation and pro-gentriﬁcation policies are being implemented across the globe especially in the Global South
· Rebranding of neighborhoods (often ethnic villages) as landscapes geared for entertainment and consumption
· Gentriﬁcation in the 1980s was a dirty word where in the 1990s to the present in many circles it is regarded as a positive policy solution in order to revitalize urban areas
· Is gentriﬁcation positive or negative? 
· Positives: Stabilization of declining areas; increased property values; reduced vacancy rates; promotes increases in social mixing, and also a reduction of suburban sprawl

Gentrification in Three Stages: 

1st stage:
· A ﬁrst group of gentriﬁers who are risk oblivious are willing to live in neighborhoods that lacked many of the typical amenities they would expect, and from a real estate perspective pose signiﬁcant investment risks
· Often these people are members of artist communities
· Artists’ need studio space, their low incomes, and their counter-cultural outlook led them to neighborhoods that are, in real estate terms, “off the map”

2nd stage:
· Gentriﬁcation in the second stage is characterized by risk-prone or risk-aware in-movers
· These individuals are attracted to gentrifying areas because of the social diversity and the counter-culture trendiness that result from the ﬁrst stage of activity 
· They also see investment potential in the “up and coming” neighborhood

3rd Stage:
· The ﬁnal stage of gentriﬁcation is often referred to as the risk-adverse stage
· At this point a neighborhood is heavily gentriﬁed and will likely have many of the typical amenities upper-middle-class urbanites expect in their neighborhoods (e.g. coffee shops, yoga gear)
· Gentriﬁed neighborhoods at this point have taken on a particular economic proﬁle and may be solidly middle class, or in some cases an elite urban enclave


Week 10

Lecture 18 (November 13)- Suburbia and American Society

· People have different reactions to suburbs
· Beauty and regularity 
· Dull and artificial

History of suburb development 
· Chicago school theorist central circles expanding with the poorest in the center  
· Chicago school (1930)- theory of urban succession
· Suburbs as we know them have only developed in the past 60 years or so
· Inner city population decline offset by massive suburban growth in NA cities 
· Suburbanization has transformed many of our North American landscapes 

Social forces behind the rise of suburbia
· Increasing industry in city centers drove wealthy to the outskirts in the 19th century
· Jobs and services followed, causing more people to relocate to the city’s outskirts 
· While those with means could afford to move to the suburbs, the poor were trapped in the declining inner cities 
· Influx of immigrants and African Americans led to more ‘white flight’
· Movement of wealthy residents to the suburbs diminished inner-city tax revenues
· Led to urban decay and still further flights to the suburbs by middle classes and some working classes 

Technology behind the rise to suburbia
1. Public transportation
· Widespread suburbanization required the development of public transportation
· Pedestrians dominated cities until the mid 19th century 
· Brooklyn ferry
· Omnibus (1850s) 
· Street car travel
· Smoother and faster, could carry more passengers, ran on rails, allowed citizens to lie farther away 
· The big cities developed an integrated public transit system by the 1880s
· Railroad suburbs sprang up well beyond the edge of town (intervening emptiness)
· These were the wealthy suburbs but also housed a large corps of service workers
· Street cars created inner suburbs for middle & working classes
· Railroad suburbs were about 3 miles away from the city 

2. Balloon Frame House 
· A crucial factor in growth of suburbs
· Developed in the U.S. in the 1830s
· Required little labour & parts could be pre-fabricated: this made them cheap
· House design could be selected from a pattern book
· Cheap houses & cheap land meant that there were incentives to build new homes 

3. Automobiles 
· Automobile was not popular in North America for quite some time: no major roads, no gas stations, no mechanics, etc.
· But, car culture was est. by the early 1900s
· Ford’s assembly line made cars affordable
· By the 1930s, cars began to surpass other forms of transportation, thanks to a series of public subsidies

4. 1930s Yonge Street
· More car travel than rail travel
· Cars brought a whole new way of life with them 

Racial Segregation and the Erosion of Community in Suburbia 
· Racism played a key role in the rise of America’s suburbs
· Northern cities experienced an influx of freed slaves in the decades after Civil War
· Led to a great deal of segregation in American cities (official policies)
· Official segregation began to be challenged in the 1950s
· 1954 school segregation abolished 
· Desegregating city schools led to ‘white flight’ to the suburbs “for the children”
· Black families could not relocate to the suburbs due to a host of discriminatory financial regulations & shady practices
· They were kept in the inner city & encouraged to move into housing projects

Erosion of a Community
· Arguably, suburban life is increasingly less community oriented
· Houses have become comfortable & well-stocked bunkers against the outside world 

Lecture 19 (November 15)- Human Action and Recent Environmental Change

Economy
· Everyone benefits from burning fossil fuels (energy) but at cost of others 
· Sacrifices made by one person so stop using fossil fuels helps everyone 
· Solution: global consensus, hard because of competition 
· Poor people and not yet born don’t have a voice 
· People today are benefiting while people of the future must take consequences 
· Canadian point of view: we’re trying to help poor foreigner who have very little political voice	
· Relying on democracy because those who are mostly affected don’t have a voice 
· There needs to be cooperation between countries primarily USA (they are a leader)
· What we do in Canada is a small part because the US is so large 
· Canada’s role: we are a prosperous country, has leadership role 
· Canada: federal system, in order for anything to get done – federal and provincial government must be involved and must work together
· Diverse country: some provinces rely on extracting resources, others have hydro-electric resources, Atlantic provinces rely on fossil fuels 
· Need for different economies for people to work together 
· In order to do something about climate change, you need to get the political will from the public but the people that this is effecting most are the young, and they can’t vote 
· The younger you are, the less likely you are to vote 
· Young people: are aware, but don’t vote (or are not old enough) 
· BIG problem we have about achieving a national consensus  
Politics
· Communications is very fast and short (hard to talk about politics in detail)
· Hard to be articulate over some social media platforms
· 2008 election: 2 parties put together the idea of changing tax system (cutting them, replacing lost revenue with taxes on greenhouse gasses) 
· Failed
· Economists will say prices used to make decisions influence choices people make 
· If the cost of greenhouse gasses used to make the product are not included in the price, you are putting the costs on someone else
· Important to make sure economy is aligned and values the natural environment 
· Carbon tax: always attacked in elections
· Whoever uses greenhouse gases should pay 
· Pricing carbon production 
· Current government: Enshrine the polluter pay into law (can’t saying ‘carbon tax’ because it is a ‘dirty word’)
· Choice of words important, must be careful with word choice or else people will attack it 
· Hard to get voter’s attention for very long (can’t talk about detail) – hard to talk about problems like climate change 

Social 
· Why isn’t there enough political will to say/do anything?
· Large segments of society are needed to cooperate for climate change issues to be addressed 
· Conservative, Liberal, NDP, Green 
· Why are there different parties? 
· Fundamental difference: 
· Environmentalists: will ask you to think of long terms, don’t discount the future by hurting the natural environment, because future/younger people will suffer
· Talking to someone that is poor: worried about short term, won’t think about long-term because they have to think about their daily lives 
· Different parties cater to these different thoughts
· This is the disconnect that must be bridged 
· Why working on poverty, to deal with poverty is very important for a society to grasp the idea of climate change 
· Must deal with poverty to get people living on the margins to be on their side 
· No coincidence that UN millennium goals talk about poverty and maturing environment 



Scientists and economists 
· Scientific message: not getting to the public 
· Only 18% of Americans know a scientist personally: chance they will trust scientists is very low 
· Politic stance: develop sense of trust, consistency in what you say, and do what you say 
· If scientists don’t have trust from people, they won’t believe/trust them important for scientists to outreach
· Economists: insurance market, if insurance company is competing – want to get lowest price
· Good source of solid economic data based on market competition to show people the cost of climate change 

Human dimension 
· Morality, faith, justice, community 
· Cooperation is essential to solve climate change 
· Important for people to care about others
· Simply counting votes in Canada is not accounting for the poor people who are most affected in other countries
· Important for people to care about what is happening in other countries appear to people’s sense of fairness  
· Important to frame climate change as a moral issue
· Putting price on carbon emissions (failed in the past) – must be tied to moral responsibility courage it takes to deal with the situation 
· Keep faith: people will despair, then they won’t help have faith that this problem will be solved and that people will have a change in heart and can convince people it’s worth doing, must have faith that you can change people
· Reject despair, believe there is a solution there 

Q & A (from lecture) 
· Should we be spending on adaptation or mitigation? 
· More expensive to concentrate only on adaptation 
· Still work on mitigation because it’s less expensive 
· Cooperation builds more trust and cooperation at a larger scale
· Value small targets social problem of getting people around the world to agree 
· If you want to establish price on carbon tax
· Lots of work
· Ex. BC has a small carbon tax, lowered taxes on everything else, pushed burden on carbon emissions, economy grew, achieved a lot 
· Trying to lose faith: how do we talk about it without discouraging faith? 
· Important to explain people how critical this issue is
· Putting clothes on the clothesline relatively, it costs more to put them on the clothesline than to put them in the dryer expresses faith, prayer, do it because you believe it 
· Do the little things every day, remind yourself you are making an effort 



Week 11

Lecture 20 (November 20)- The Concept of Nature

Intro: 
· “Wilderness” concept is a subset of the concept of nature 
· What we consider to be wilderness is socially constructed
· Subjective and contentious characteristics of the natural world--> project the label onto the natural world instead of reading from it 
· “Wilderness” concept has strong philosophical and moral dimensions
· We use it to define our place in the world  
· The concept of wilderness is different at different times and in different places 
· William Cronon: our moral veneration of wilderness is problematic 

The Nature-Culture Dualism: 
· Nature and culture are distinct spheres that interact with each other
· We see nature and culture as independent entities:
· Acknowledge contact and interaction between these entities but we don’t think as one being dependent on the other 
· People are generally uncomfortable with the idea that how we think and how we act is determined by the natural world in which we live environmental determinism 
· Nature pre-dates culture? 
· “Getting back to nature”: a journey back to time before culture
· “Pristine baseline”: the search for a pre-existing, non-humanized nature in biology and ecology 
· Nature is the beginning, culture came after 
· Moral Dimension of the Dualism
· Nature and culture are not always equal: one side is always privileged over the other as being morally superior 
· What is more important has gone back and forth over time 
· Nature is privileged: narrative of decline
· Culture is privileged: progress for society 


Wilderness and the North American Mind
· Contemporary N. Americans draw a sharp divide between nature and culture
· For many, nature=wilderness, where wilderness=pristine, pure and non-human landscapes
· NA environmentalists have championed Wilderness as quintessential nature (pure) 
· Purity implies moral virtue
· The moral link has led many N. Americans to venerate wilderness in almost religious terms 
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