ESSAY STUDY GUIDE

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

PSCI 1200A (2013)
Fourth Assignment:  short research essay on IR or comparative politics
The fourth assignment is worth 18% of your final grade and is due by 4pm Friday November 29th.  It is to be between 750-1000 words in length and should be deposited in the cuLearn Assignment #4 dropbox.  The penalty for late submission without an extension is 3% per day, beginning at 4.01pm.  Extensions can only be granted by the instructor, and only under circumstances assessed by the instructor as warranted and supported by appropriate documentation.  This assignment will not be accepted for grading past 4pm on Monday December 9th.

You are to answer any one (1) of the following questions:
1. ‘Efforts to reform the UN Security Council cannot succeed’.  Assess this claim and explain why you agree or disagree with it.
2. ‘The decline of American power spells the end of an open, liberal global economy’.  Assess this claim and explain why you agree or disagree with it.
3. ‘Political parties are no longer the main vehicles for political mobilization’.  Assess this claim and explain why you agree or disagree with it.
4. ‘Globalization has no need for the state’.  Assess this claim and explain why you agree or disagree with it.

You are expected to use at least five scholarly sources (in addition to any other sources) for this assignment.  It should take you about 18 hours to research and write if you anticipate keeping up with your regular class readings.  This allocation of time includes undertaking a suitable amount of research, organizing your thoughts, establishing an essay outline, writing a first draft, and then reviewing and redrafting the text.  Remember that good essays require advance preparation and planning; last minute creations can be ’inspired’, but they often lack rigour and attention to detail.  Keep these simple truths in mind as you plan out your essay.

Your main task is to communicate the following to the reader of your essay:

· that you are able to identify and understand the key elements of the question
· that you can effectively organize and structure your essay

· that you can use scholarly sources in an appropriate manner
· that you can articulate and develop an argument
Your essay will be marked against how well you meet the following criteria, which can range from unsatisfactory to excellent:

· the clarity and sophistication of your evaluation

· the clarity and sophistication of your argument

· the ability to identify and use key concepts
· the organization and structure of the essay

· the range and use of sources

· the adequacy of syntax, grammar and spelling

Arriving at an appropriate mark is an amalgam of how well you meet all of these benchmarks, however the first five criteria are the most important.
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