Contempory Ideologies and philosophies
Ideologies: blue prints for action
· Ideology is the set of ideas and beliefs that clarifies what is valued and what Is not, what must be maintained and what must be changed, and what shapes the attitudes of those who share it
· Political ideologies are belief systems that try to cure the ills of societies
· Pure ideologies are limited to an educated elite and attentive public
· Ideologies are distinguished by four implicit or explicit characteristics
i) A negative perception of where society is headed
ii) A reasoned view of what is wrong and why
iii) A prescription to reform or overthrow the present system 
iv) An attempt to form a movement which will follow the prescription to its natural concluision
· Ideologies are based on the teachings of significant thinkers or philosophers who are trying to search for truth through logicalargument derived from first principles
· As the original ideas are molded to accommodate specific circumstances and turned into slogans to provide the basic framework for political action, the ideas may be simplified, popularized and distorted
· Ideas get distorted when ideologies are used to mobilize political movements and parties
· To attract followers, they send messages by propaganda techniques such as repetition and oversimplification. These messages provide answers to social, economic and political problems and identify enemies as scapegoats, the reasons for these problems
· Ideologies promise perfection, but it can never achieve perfection
· They are full of inconsistencies because of personal experience and self interest 
· Ideologies are useful because they provide assumptions and values as common denominators or frameworks from which to derive political debate and persuasion
· Ideologies are useful in helping individuals respond to unique events in a consistent way, so that oone position logically leads to another
· There is a special vocabulary that is shared by adherents of an ideology and it simplifies communication among them
· Ideologies justify or give legitimacuy to political regimes, their institutions and the groups that support them
· Understanding the main ideologies is useful because a society’s prevailing ideology affects how the government works. 
· How political leaders select, define and rank issues that must be addressed are impacted by ideology which provides them with a set of rules and a mental organization for ordering political circumstances
The left right ideological spectrum
-ideologies that were radical, who wanted a social change and maximum equality sat on the far left
- the most conservative elements, those who wanted no change and maximum inequality sat on the right side of the chamber
- the moderate groups occupied the centre
- communism is seen to represent the left views, through social democracy, liberalism and conservatism which would be in the centre, to Nazism and facism on the extreme right
- it is difficult to apply this spectrum accurately in the real world because ideologies are never manifested in a pure form, rather they vary considerably over time and place: one conservative regime may be more left or right than others
- ideologies do not always proceed neatly on a continuum when one examines certain issues
- an ideology may be extreme in respect to one issue but not another
- left right notion proves useful as a general way of organizing political ideas
Dominant ideologies of the 20th century’
· Liberalism became the ideology of the rising commercial class whose members chafed under the confines of the old social order, conservatism justified the positions of the aristocracy and the church
· Liberalism was the main ideology in the western world in the 19th century, known s the century of liberalism
· Socialism was made in response to fundamental changes in society, the technological advances of the industrial revolution that brought the growth a  large urban working class, 
· At the start of the 20th century, the ideological and party battlefield was a three way contest between socialists, labor and communist parties
· Socialist parties turned into social democratic parties where they try to have people, property and opinion protected by the constitution against arbitrary government actions
· Nazism and facism are extremes of the conservative ideology 
· Communism and extreme Marxist variations of socialisms were rejected in the west  
· The French revolution marked the transition in Europe from the social bondage of the traditional feudal and monarchial authority to a new legal basis
· The three main ideological positions: liberalism, conservatism and socialism describe what governments do and what they should do. 
· Communism, nzaism and fascism represent a reaction against democracy and liberal institutions 
· Nazism and fascism were destroyed 
· Ideologies are not static, they are adaptable to changing social and economic circumstances in different countries and over time
Western ideologies
Liberalism
· Liberalism provided guidance in moral, political and economic spheres
· Historical root of liberal meant free man
· The original definition of feedom was not to be a slave
· Freedom is still where one has legal, guaranteed control over what they do. One cannot be prevented from doing what they want or forced to do what they don’t want to do
· John Locke was the most influential liberal, and is known as a classical liberal
· Locke believed that all humans have the right to life, liberty and property and that they create government to protect and preserve these basic rights. If the government fails, Locke said that the people have the right to overthrow their government
· Civil liberties are a part of the constitution in most liberal democratic countries
· Classic liberals wanted equality before the law and equality of right in respect to person and property
· Classic liberals ideas were concerned with males who owned property 
· Classic liberals believed that individuals must be free, and have the opportunity to develop their capacities to the fullest extent, and that the degree to which they are able to dos o determines the essential goodness of the society in which they live in
· Locke believed that legislatures that are appointed by the people should make the decisions on behalf of society. He based his idea on the idea that political authority comes from the people. The elected majority can make decisions but they must respect the natural rights of their citizens
· John Stuart Mill was another liberal and believed that freedom should be restricted if it is the only way to  prevent harm to others
· According to JSM, the state should not restrain individual actions that are not coercive of others
· If the purpose of government is to protect and preserve the rights, it would have to obey the law so that it could not interfere with human freedom.  
· Liberals wanted the government to maintain law and order, but to not violate people’s rights. The way to accomplish this was to make governments operate under strict limits of a constitution
· Wealth of nations greatly influenced the development of western states
· Lissez-faire means to leave alone, which implies that the government should not be involved in the economy
· Smith believed that society is governed by natural laws
· If The law that the price in a free market is determined by supply and demand is interfered with through government intervention by attempting to regulate markets, restrict competition or assist the inefficient or unsuccessful, the natural balance of the economic system will be upset
· Smith believed that the government should leave the economy alone to adjust through the free market
· Protection of the market is key in classical liberalism
· Adam Smith identifies 3 duties of the government: to defend against foreign attack, to establish an administration of justice and to undertake providing goods or projects that are not profitable in a free society, but which will provide collective benefits and to ensure that all individuals pay a fair share toward them
· Friedman and Hayek believed that governments cannot be as efficient as individuals in directing complex societies therefore the market should be free of government regulation to the largest extent possible
· Classical liberalism believed that sponatenous individual choice is more effective than imposed government direction in coping with the demands of complex societies: In an economic context, the marketplace should not be controlled by an individual or group, but should be allowed to adjust itself naturally to bring supply and demand to equilibrium  
· Only minimal interference is needed by governments in enforcing basic rules of conduct for the general welfare
· To protect the market, the state should promote competition, prevent monopolies, promote consumer information
· Classical liberals believe that individuals will know better than the state will, and that they canlearn from and build on their failures
· Classical liberals did not want the government to interfere with, or provide benefits for society
· Classical liberals knew that poor people existed, but that the gains of the rich would eventually reach the poor
· Classical liberals were against redistribution of wealth as it was economically inefficient and that it violated the equal rights as the rich were treated differently than the poor. They supported theabolition of special priveliges and discrimination that prevented people from being treated equally by the law
· Classical liberalism was seen as harsh to the poor and unfortunate in society because It was against redistribution of wealth, however it defended the principle of equality before the law of all individuals
· The three important aspects to classical liberal thought are political, moral and economic
· Classical liberal thoughts: politically are concerned with basic political rights, morally it affirms basic values including freedom and dignity, economically it is dedicated to the right to private property and free enterprise capitalism
Conservatism
· People who defended the status quo and resisted social change created what is known as conservatism
· The term came from the latin conservare which meant to save or preserve
· Conservatives try o keep elements the same such as power, property, status and way of life
·  Burke Argued that society must have a stable order and structure so that individuals could know their place in it andlive and work within those confines for the good of the whole
· Burke believed that being a responsible member of the social whole would allow an individual to achieve greater happiness than can be acquired individually
· Conservatives, unlike the classical liberals believed that it was not individuals that were most important (liberal belief) but it was the social group that was most important
· For conservatives, the greatest good in society is to maintain an ordered community. As a group, people can make greater happiness than individuals in it can achieve on their own
· Conservatives believed that sudden change would not be best for the long run
· Conservatives agreed that innovations are needed and could be valuable, but they argued that they must be cautious of the untried and unproven and respect the habits and customs that worked well in the past
· Conservatives believed that state power was needed to achieve social order
· Burke saw power as a providing a responsibility to help the weak and less fortunate in society. 
· Burke did not support the idea of a redistributed state
· Burke believed that the free market system was able to reach equilibrium between supply and demand 
Socialism
· Socialism provided answers for the economic problems caused by industrial development in capitalist systems
· Socialism championed public ownership, a planned economy and state intervention in market forces
· Workers were attracted to the concept of liberalism where people were politically equal and shoult have equal opportunities to advance their talents
· Liberalism was seen as the tool of the new capitalist business class against the workers
· Utopian socialists wanted industrial technology to advance by government planning
· Scientific socialists led by Karl Marx were split up into two groups: democratic socialists were the people wo wanted to work within the framework of parliamentary democracy. Those who clung to the Marxist revolutionary prescription were communists
· Both of these socialist groups wanted to get public control of the means of production and get rid of the exploitation of labor under capitalism. 
Karl Marx and the origins of communism
· According to Marx, a class are a group of people who share the same relationship to the means of production
· Marx believed that in capitalist systems, workers are psychologically alienated – cut off from creative potential, from the products of their labor, and from their citizens, as a result of the material conditions of the working life
· Marx believed that to end exploitation, the working class should take control of the government, and this government should control the entire industry 
· There are two types of conflict: i) man against nature and man against man in the class struggle
· Due to these conflicts, societies pass through a series of predictable stages, eventually resulting in a communist utopia
· There is a pattern inhistory where one group dominates, then another group rebels which leads to a revolution, they take charge and another revolution occurs until the perfect state is reached
· Capitalists made a working class to provide cheap labor for their owners, Marx believed that as they would be exploited more they would stage a revolution by sezing the means of production, end the alienation of their class and establish majority rule
· According to Marx, the last stage of the revolution is to do away with private property – the basis of class as without classes there would no longer be any need for the state since it is the instrument of the dominant class
· The four basic elements of Marxist ideology are
i) Capitalism is unjust and doomed
ii) Capitalism has internal contradictions which lead to economic depressions
iii) Capitalism should be abolished and replaced with collective ownership of the means of production
iv) The communist party, the instrument of the working class, will provide the means to carry out the overthrow of capitalism, which will lead to the new society and the withering away of the state
· Communism was seen by Marx as a higher, radical stage of socialism
· Communism was seen as the only way for there to be equal material abundance that would provide freedom for all human beings
· Marx’s goal was to estabalish a revolutional, international  working class movement
· The communist manifesto contained information providing why capitalism  was evil, and cannot be abolished by reform. But a capitalist society can be destroyed by destroying the entire capitalst economy and establishing a new, classless society
· Marx believed that revolution would require mass insurrection in order to succed, and that where democratic traditions were well established, revolution could take the form of electoral victories
· Lenin changed Marx’s theory where Marx’s conception of socialism was a mass democratic struggle was not enough to reach their goals, but there also had to be outside revolutionary leadership from an efficient, tightly controlled professional elite in the communist party
· Lenin believed in the short run, an emerging socialist society would need a strong state to defend itself against capitalist counterrevolution 
· Lenin believed that advanced capitalist economies were able to postpone social and economic chaos by expanding into new markets in developing economies
· Lenin argued that imperialism and colonialism were a result of monopoly capitalism
· Trotsky believed that Russia should be the base for world revolution, he wanted export the revolution beyond the borders of the Soviet Union, uniting the working class in all countries to creatre a world communist common wealth in order for the Russian revolution to succeed
· Stalin attacked trostky, deprived him of his position and influence and banished him to Turkistan and banished him from the uSSR
· Stalin became an uncontested command of the party and the government
· Stalin focused on building Russia as a a model and base from which communism would eventually spread form
· Stalin deviated from Marxist beliefs by abandoning the notion of a stateless society and promoted an active role for the state in furthering the class struggle
· He believed that the soviet state would remain unless the capitalist encirclement was liquidated and unless the danger of foreign military attack was eliminated
· Stalin made a near totalitarian state, and tried to modernize and reach socialist economic and political goals through state coercion and terror
· Under Stalin’s rule, there was no expectations that were fulfilled, no economic improvements, and the dream of a claseless society was no where closer
Democratic socialism
· Is referred to as ballots rather than bullets
· Was originally known as revisionism as it tried to change some principles of Marxism
· Socialism rejected the political goals of liberalism, including popular sovereignty and majoritarianism in favor of centralized, public control of the means of production to prevent the exploitation of the workers by capitalists
· Most influential socialist group was the Fabian society
· The leader of this society had two main tasks: to provide a parliamentary program for a PM converted to socialism and to make it easy for the ordinary respectable Englishman to be come a socialist
· Democratic socialism rejected the elitist and dictorial methods used by lenin believing that the interests of the working class lay in the perfection f democracy
· They wanted to redistribute resources in favor of the disadvantaged classes, but they did not want there to be a major redistribution of power in order to achieve this goal. This could be achieved in an openly democratic way
· Democracy was believed to allow cllases that were weak to use their numbers to win power and make the necessary redistributive decisions
· Social democrats did not believe that the detoriation of social conditions was not a measure of progress
· Social democrats believed that progress of socialism depended on eliminating abuses, not letting them build up. As conditions would improve, they believed that workers would become aware, win power and achieve their goals peacefully
· Social democrats like the revolutionary socialists believed that public ownership of the means of production and exchange were needed to create social justice
Nazism and fascism
· German Nazism and Italian Fascim were the two major fascist regimes of the 20th century 
· Both of these systems relied on the ideological tenets of fascist political systems :opposition to liberal democracy and communism, unity of the state into a single, organic whole, leader and state as the embodiment of national will and protection for private ownership of property
· The ideology of Nazism was pervasive in that it extended into all branches of life, prescribing what was true, right and permissible
· Italian fascism took many elements of Nazism, but was less coherent and pervasive as an ideology
· The intellectual roots of Nazism and fascism were taken from philosophers, political scientists to justify tolitarian method
· These included ideas associated with fascism: racial superiority, social Darwinism, elitism, irrationalism, nationalism, anti communism
· The core of fascism was its appeal to national rebirth through the instrument of a charismatic leader
· Nazis and Italian fascists carried themes of nationalism to extremes where the glorification of state and nation were carried to the point of obsession
· The nation and not the people were considered  surpreme under both trains of thought
· Hitler and Mussoline used themes of cultural and racial glorification, resurrecting past glories as the rational for for terreitorial aggrandizement through war
· Facists saw the state as an embodiment of the national will and was more important to them than the Nazis
· Hitler, the state was not an end but a means. 
· Mussoilnie believed that the state and the nation were the same, and would not tolerate liberal individualism
· Racism was a main part of hitler’s nationalist ideology
· Race was defined as an arbitrary social category, made of people who share the same physical characteristics, which characteristics are charged with social meaning in some societies
· Hitler justified racism by twisting Darwin’s theory of evolution and the notion of the survival of the fittest and believed that those who are survived are superior to those who perished
· Hitler used the theory of social Darwinism to legitimize the surpremacy of white skinned people on the basis of biological superiority, and to claim that the Aryan race was the master race
· Elitism was another component of both trains of thought
· Hitler was a supporter of elitism and believed that some are more qualified to lead than others because of their natural skills
· Italian fascism created a totalitarian, dictorial role for the leader of the state, mussoline claimed that he had the unique ability to discern the national will. One of the rules was that he was always right. Mussolini chose people in his society to be collaborators 
· Nazi irrationalism had its roots in the writings of a german philosopher who believed that intuitive communication can provide true understanding, not rational and scientific discourse
· Intuition can be seen as more important than reason, measurements and observations, knowledge is subjective therefore subject to manipulation. This idea was used to justify myths, ideas and slogans to appeal to people’s emotions and unite them 
· Nazism discounted certain ideas because Jews made them 
· Nazis and facist saw violence as one of the ways to reach utopian goals
· Hitler took over a government already in place, only after the second world war began, his anti semitic ideas were acted upon. The State police was the competitor in germany 
· Loyalty to Hitler was on a personal level, rather than ideological
· The party was useless when Hitler came into power 
· Nazism and facism can happen again given the right circumstances
The excesses of ideology
· Ideologies provide consistency, logic and coherence for individual and group action. They promote political participation
· Idealogies are blind to information that is against their beliefs and this can cause intolerance and rigidity leading to dispute, hostility and conflict
· People ignore contradictory informationa as it would mean changing their established way of looking at life
· Ideology can be manipulated into propaganda , after coming to power a movement may require a coherent ideology to justify its polices and may use one in an ad hoc fashion
· Ideology plays an important role in revolutions. 
· Ideologies are based on utopia goals – conflicting ideologies present different ideas about how to perfect society
· No political party, movement or regime perfectly represents an ideology
· Pure capitalist ideologies of liberalism and conservatism argue that the profit motive encourages acquisition of wealth, and through the trickle down effect, leads to collective economic growth and stability
· Socialist ideologies argue that means of production cannot be held in private hands as the rich get richer and poor get poorer 
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