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About the Book

Bibliographical information
Dick J. Reavis, The Ashes of WACO; an Investigation. 
USA, Syracuse University Press 1998, first edition 1995, 320 pages.

Background information
The author of this book, Dick J. Reavis, is an investigative journalist who wanted to find out what really happened during the siege and ultimately the fire of the Branch Davidians’ Mount Carmel. He went to great lengths collecting information and contacting people who could possibly help him receive this information.  He makes it known the difficulties he faced to get this information. Reavis received the most help from allies and rivals of the Branch Davidians as well as surviving members and scholars. Reavis received the least amount of help from the justice department and the FBI making it harder to get correct accounts of their side.

Classification of the book
	‘The Ashes of Waco’ is a non-fiction book that talks about a major religious event that helped shaped people’s views on NRMs.  This book lists the events that happened between government agencies such as the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and the Branch Davidians under the leadership of David Koresh. It also looks into what happened at Mount Carmel during the 51-day raid and siege and ultimately the fire as well as what took place in court afterwards. The book also talks about the teachings and theology brought forth by David Koresh and of the life that the members of the Branch Davidians living at Mt. Carmel experienced.

Classification of the author’s intention
	This book is intended for anyone who is interested in learning the true events that took place at the siege and fire of Mount Carmel. It is a thorough and truthful investigation of the events that happened and it talks about it from both sides leaving the reader to gage their own opinion. The author is intending for an objective view of the truth so that people can be knowledgeable about what really happened.

What the book is about

Subject and Thesis
	‘The Ashes of Waco” is an investigatory book about the events that took place during the governmental raid and siege of Mount Carmel just outside of Waco, Texas in 1993. It includes the events leading up to the raid and then the siege and fire as well as the trials that took place afterwards of the surviving Branch Davidians. The author gives an accurate an objective retelling of the incident and gives evidence produced by both the government officials and the residents of Mount Carmel. The book also includes further possible evidence like multiple autopsies, video footage of the incident and first hand accounts. The book does not reach a clear conclusion as to whose fault it was for the fire that happened during this incident and I think this was the author’s intention. He wanted to provide an accurate retelling of everyone’s story so that the reader can have his or her own opinion. However the book does expose many contradictions between the claims made by residents and the claims made by the government. This also helps the reader form his or her own opinion about who caused the fire. At different points in the book, Reavis favours the government but at other times he seems to favour the Branch Davidians at Mount Carmel, showing the balance in his opinions of the two keeping the book as just a retelling of events.  

Analysis of Structure
	Dick J. Reavis starts the book off with an account of Howell’s childhood and adolescence providing a base of explanation as to why Koresh is the way he is. After this he then talks about all the different events leading up to the raid and the siege including the negative and positive press that the movement received. Then Reavis describes Koresh’s theology and the history that it is based upon. This leads into explaining the living situations within the compound. Then he explains the beginning of the siege, which started with the raid and why it took place. Reavis then explains the 51-day siege from beginning to end that is accompanied by accounts of negotiations and the issues the residents faced. The end of the siege which happened when Mount Carmel when up in flames is then talked about. The book is concluded with the court’s reaction to the situation and all the trials of everyone involved. The inconsistencies in the claims of the government and the claims of the residents of Mount Carmel are brought forth leaving you wondering what really happened. 

Summary of Content

	Vernon Howell’s childhood was not a pleasant one. He was abandoned by his father before he was born, then by his mother. He was then reunited with his mother and new stepfather but was beaten by him, which could possibly have led to him seeking revenge by taking it out on the children in Mount Carmel. When he was a teenager he joined his mother’s church the Seven Day Adventist Church and became very spiritually active. He was later expelled from the church and went on to join the Branch Davidians, a group who spawned off of the Seven Day Adventist Church. Following this, Vernon Howell changed his name to David Koresh symbolizing David as in the biblical King David and Koresh as Cyrus the Persian king.  He then went on to live at Mount Carmel and then become the leader of the following.
	Koresh claimed to have gone up to heaven	 and to have met God. This helped explain how he held onto some of his Branch followers. As well, Koresh believed that there were seven angelic beings that fly to earth in a spaceship to pick people up. He called this the Seven Seals and because of this he called his followers the students of the Seven Seals. Koresh claimed that he was the third Christ the earth has known, and because of this it gave him the right to do what he felt was necessary to bring peace to earth. 
	Strangely enough David Koresh was married but he had several other women on the side both married and unmarried and some without legal consent. This could have possibly stemmed from his own mother and father, she was 14 and he was 20. But Koresh believed it was because he needed to spread his seed and create better offspring and that God had told him to do so. Koresh used the bible to bed young girls and married women, and while other men were supposed to be celibate, Koresh needed to spread his seed. Koresh based the spread of his seed on his relation to God and not having to present himself in a way man understands or likes. Koresh felt as if he needed to take in the sins of the world.
	 It was then discovered by The Treasury’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms that within Mount Carmel they had the resources and tools that were needed to build automatic weapons. An insider, Marc Breault, claimed that although he is legally blind he was included in exercises with firearms and stood guard with a loaded weapon. This account helped the ATF get solid evidence to convict the Branch Davidians and start a raid. The raid of Mount Carmel was supposed to have been a secret, but was discovered by a Mount Carmel resident, David Jones, from photographer Jim Peeler. The photographer has an uneducated idea about how all cult members are, saying they are all crazy, so he let it slip because Jones seemed sane.
	Mount Carmel was then under watch by Robert Gonzales, a police officer, as well as the neighbours living close by, who were in actually investigators. Koresh got the suspicion that something was wrong so he then inquired at the Waco sheriff’s office. The officer there learned that Koresh knew about the raid and reported it, but the bureau went ahead with the raid anyway even though Koresh and his followers were prepared for it.
	When Koresh was becoming the leader of the Branch and moving back into Mount Carmel, he discovered a meth lab that had been left there by previous residents. He then reported it and turned the clean up and removal to the government. However he ATF had tried to turn this around and say that the meth lab was owned by Koresh and tried to get a no-knock warrant issued. This warrant was not issued but residents did not get the chance to surrender before the first bullet was shot. This is a case of the government having too much power, and thinking that they can do what ever they like.
	The mess that emerged after this seems complicated with the agents on the scene saying they were fired upon first, but accounts from the survivors made more sense and were much more consistent with each other. They claimed that three helicopters aimed repetitive bullets at the complex. An autopsy of a resident showed that he was hit by aerial gunfire. Another autopsy indicated friendly fire, but the second indicated a bullet from outside. One conclusion of who started the firing, which seems most plausible, was that the first shots came from the ATF, but were accidental. However there is a claim that the first human shots came from Mount Carmel, while there was others who claimed the first shots were aimed for at Koresh. Those who were on the rooftops did not warn residents and did not give them the opportunity to surrender, and Koresh ended up being shot. Koresh then had to continue on with this wound. The residents at Mount Carmel blamed themselves for Koresh’s wounds because they thought they were failing God. 
	They tried to make negotiations but this proved to be hard because of leadership roles. The government was out of tune with those on the front lines and found it difficult to communicate properly. Koresh on the other hand only had his right hand man, Schneider. Koresh was the only one who was able to make the decisions because he was the only one who was considered able to speak for God. There was then a negotiation made for a video of those inside Mount Carmel and for accommodations to be made for the people who were expected to come out of Mount Carmel.  The ladies who then carried the video to the awaiting troops were arrested on site because they were assumed to have fired shots, even though they were incapable of aiming a gun and were know as harmless. 
	Something that was a positive for the residents of Mount Carmel was that they had allies on the outside. They changed their satellite disc so that they could converse with a talk show host. However the radio talks did not bring immediate medical care, it only made the FBI aware of the need. So then first aid supplies were brought to the residents but were bugged by the FBI so they could get insider information. Some more allies of the residents were a group of lawyers who defended the Branch. They set up a trust fund that would benefit the children. Some more of their allies had doctoral degrees in religion and they recognized that the only way to a peaceful settlement was through religion. And this is also the way that Koresh felt.
	The justice department then decided because it was taking so long for the residents to surrender, that they wanted to use tear gas and wanted to remove walls to expose residents and get them out faster. However, something that was supposed to have been a long process was over in the blink of an eye. On one hand, the government claimed that the residents had set fire to their own home. The government knew that they had been using candles and oil lamps. However there is much debate over who actually started the fire. 
	What is slightly appalling about this case is that only the survivors were put on trail, not the FBI and troops who could have possibly caused the fire. The government had many weak arguments and lots of conspiracies about the residents but very little evidence. Finally the judge came to the decision that the residents had started shooting first and therefore had started the fire. The judge took the side of the government through the whole case which was extremely unfair and one sided.

Critical Comments
‘The Ashes of Waco” gave me a good insight into what really happened during the siege of Mount Carmel. It was informative and it gave an impartial account of events. I thought it was well done because it showed both David Koresh’s side as well as the governments, which gives the reader the ability to have their own opinion.  The books brings to light events that were downplayed by the FBI. The FBI was in control of what was allowed to get out to the media and the public, offering a once sided view of the situation. This book helps the eradicate that. Although the book and Reavis him self tries to stay impartial, you can tell in the introduction that he leans a little more towards the government’s point of view, but thankfully in the rest of text he does not do this. So I think that absolutely the book did what it set out to achieve.
The government omitted a lot of facts and evidence to the general public and media and it is clear as to why they were doing it, but strange they did not think people would find out the truth. Thankfully there are people like Dick J. Reavis who look to seek out the truth under the government’s veil of secrecy. By going the extra mile to find out what really happened from both sides of the story, Reavis has helped eradicate the negative aspects hanging onto both sides. He makes it known the difficulties he had getting the information he needed but by writing this book.
 I think that Dick J. Reavis has made a large contribution to the field of new religious movements. He has helped people realize that the government is victimizing many NRMs.  This situation could have been dealt with in a much different, more peaceful way.
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