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The claim “If zombies are conceivable, then zombies are metaphysically possible” suggests that if we can coherently imagine the concept of zombies, then there is nothing saying they cannot exist in some possible world (even if not ours). If zombies are possible, then physicalism is not a necessary condition for an explanation of consciousness.
The conceivability of zombies is a bit more worrying, metaphysically speaking, than the conceivability of anything that is impossible. If you think you can imagine a square circle, I can rejoin that you must be imagining a square or a circle, and simply calling it a square circle. But there is, according to Crane, no sense in which you can think you are imagining something that cannot feel pain and be wrong. After all, how can something seem to not feel pain, but actually feel pain?
But conceiving a zombie with a moustache consists of imagining an entity with phenomenal consciousness “from the outside” and simply saying that it does not have phenomenal consciousness. Since it is impossible to imagine not having a phenomenal consciousness (imagination is an act of phenomenal consciousness), meaning that there is nothing “that it is like” to be a zombie, then we must concede that we are imagining a zombie as we would perceive it externally – in which case, how would we ever know it was a zombie? The zombie itself certainly could not tell us, since one of the conditions of zombiehood is that it acts exactly as a normal conscious entity would, but without anything “inside”. And we know from experience that people who externally appear not to experience certain things – such as sadness or love – may very well internally experience them. So zombies, even if superficially conceivable, are not metaphysically possible.
