What’s a Regime?
Definition
· A system of Rule or Ruling
· A regime is composed of two things:
a) Institutions of government
b) Principles that inform those institutions
Aristotle
· One of the first people recorded to think about traits and types of regimes; thus a Great Categorizer of Regimes
· The Politics
· Central Question: what is the purpose of ruling (whose interests are served?)
Aristotle on Regimes
· Rephrased: Just or Unjust? Is it serving for the better good of the community?
· Making a judgment of the quality of the regime according to the interests pursued
· Second Question: Who Rules? Few or Many?
Aristotle’s Regime Types 
· Look at chart on notes
Regime Types
· Aristotle’s are Pure Types
· Few regimes in history are pure—most are a mixture of sorts—but lean to one pure type
1. One Ruler—Just
· Kingship
· Commitment to the greater public good
· Benevolent Dictatorship
· “The Greats” the starting point; the people who served their people for the better good
2. One Rule—Unjust
· Tyranny
· Gain or aggrandizement of one individual
· No pretensions to the public good
3. Few Rulers—Just
· Aristocracy (rarest type)
· Elites pledged to the greater good
4. Few Rulers—Unjust
· Oligarchy—a group of people pursuing their own interests
· Elites work together to ensure their own dominance and well-being
· Chateau Clique (Lower Quebec) and Family Compact (Upper Quebec)
· First settlers in Quebec; owned a lot of property
· Ultimately led to rebellionestablishment of a type of regime that spread mutual interests
5. Many Rulers—Unjust
· Democracy
· Rule by the “demos”—the many
· Inherently, Aristotle saw democracy to be flawed; it would be difficult for the many to pursue the common good and that the many would only pursue the interests of the many, thus neglecting the minority; the many tend to oppress the few
6. Manny Rulers –Just
· Polity
· Best of both worlds—broad participation and commitment to the public good
· Through teaching people to be good citizens but also setting up the regime to think broadly what the common good is. Constitution thus helps the regime how it should work—a collective expression of what the regime should be about
Tyranny of the Majority
· Distrustful of the democracy
· Some of the greatest democrats have been distrustful of the ‘masses”
· Majority rule doesn’t always respect minorities—however defined
Canadian Democracy
· More than just simple democracy
· Values or principles inform the basic commitment to democracy—and limit majority rule
Aristotle +
· Who rules?
· For what purpose?
· The plus:
· Regime principles or values are shortcuts to the meaning of the common good (so they ultimately reflect on the common good purposes)
