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1.In your own words, state the thesis of the essay.
The author, Mel Hurtig, comments on the deficiency of Canadian content in schools, and how Canada suffers from an abundance of American culture in our society. Hurtig notes that Canadians lack knowledge on Canadian history, culture, tradition, values and influential individuals.
2.How would you characterize Hurtig’s tone? Give two or three examples to show how the tone is created. 
This topic evidently has a huge impact on the author; though his intention is to familiarize the readers with his knowledge on the lack of Canadian content in schools. I believe the author’s tone is reproachful and disturbed throughout the article. To begin with, in the last sentence of the article, the author states, ‘‘in October 1993 a poll showed that the most popular of all politicians for Canadian teenagers was U.S President George Bush. George Bush, for God’s sake!’’. Clearly, the author seems to be very reproachful and disturbed with these results because as Canadian citizens you expect that the most popular politician would be a Canadian. Furthermore, when the author notes, ‘‘across Canada provincial ministries of education, instead of insisting on texts with adequate Canadian content or developing curriculums with adequate Canadian content, simply allowed themselves to become dependent on foreign textbooks, almost all of them American’’. Hurtig’s tone is expressing disapproval and disappointment toward this statement because most of the textbooks found in schools across Canada are produced by foreign publishers, mostly Americans he noted. It clearly demonstrates that there is an abundance of American educational materials in schools, whereas there is a shortage of Canadian content in curriculums and texts.  
3.Choose three examples of ironies that Hurtig identifies and explain how they reinforce his point.
Throughout the article, there are many ironic remarks said by the author. For starters, Hurtig proves his point by stating, ‘‘one school text I came across, How People Live in Canada had a big picture of Abraham Lincoln on the cover’’. There is no doubt that this is irony. The fact that it is a textbook revolving around the way Canadians live in society and it having a picture of an American President goes to show that American culture is definitely integrated into our own. Moreover, Hurtig performed a cross-sectional study throughout Canada, and found that ‘‘… with some nine thousand Indians and Metis living in the immediate area [of Thunder Bay], they all had a graduate course in Black studies, but not a single course on Canadian Indians or Metis’’. It is ironic because in an area where the majority are Indians and Metis, we assume that they would have a course that accent on their evolution, rather than one of a different ethnicity. In this particular case, the author is trying to demonstrate that we are trying to understand other international countries, as well as other ethnicities before we even understand our own. Lastly, the author states that ‘‘in 1974 not one of the three professors teaching Canadian history at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver was a Canadian’’. This is ironic because none of the three teachers teaching history at a Canadian University are of Canadian citizenship. I would assume that someone born and raised in Canada is a lot more familiar with Canadian culture and traditions, rather than a ‘‘new Canadian’’. This goes to show that Canada is missing adequate Canadian content in schools, not to mention, is relying on American’s sources to educate us on our own country. 
4.Comment on the significance of the title of the essay. 
The title, Never Heard of Them… They Must be Canadian, comes from one of the comments a student made during the survey, ‘‘Margaret Atwood, Margaret Laurence-never heard of them so they must be Canadian’’. The title is implying that most Canadians know little of their roots; though most citizens cannot recall many influential individuals. The title suggests that if one cannot recognize the name of a popular figure, a historical event or even a geographical location, it must be because it’s Canadian. The author is implying that Canadians are more knowledgeable on other countries rather than our own.
5.Comment on the structure of the essay.
The author follows the deductive organization, though he states his thesis in his first paragraph and then supports his arguments throughout various paragraphs. This argumentative essay is separated in many paragraphs in which he introduces most of them with a topic sentence that declares the topic of the paragraph, for example, ‘‘it seemed to me that somehow curriculum people and many teachers had become preoccupied with methodology, forgetting to keep course content in mind’’. Clearly, each topic sentence is related to his thesis and states what he will be covering in the paragraph. Preceding the topic sentence, the author develops the paragraph in a clear and coherent manner. The paragraphs that are longer than most of the others tend to be paragraphs that have a lot of relevant content, and that he feels is necessary to develop in order to teach us on the lack of Canadian content in school curriculums. 
6.In our own words, explain why Hurtig thinks that knowledge of Canada is essential.
Mel Hurtig believes that knowledge of Canada is essential, as a country, because it provides identity, helps understand change and societal development, improves our decision making and judgement, teaches us how to learn from the mistakes of others, and most of all, helps us understand ourselves and others. Hurtig emphasizes a lot on the importance of Canadians knowledge on our own country, especially in the school curriculums, because children gain most of their knowledge and education in the school environment. He believes that school is the ideal environment to teach children more in depth on Canada’s history, culture, influential individuals, and accomplishments. However, if they are not taught these things in school, his question is, when will they ever take the time to acquire this knowledge. In addition, Hurtig believes that children should be knowledgeable on our own country before they are taught about other countries, such as the United States. On a final note, Hurtig asks himself, ‘‘How can we expect to survive as a country if, in the face of a massive inundation of American culture, we fail to teach our own children about our own history, culture, traditions, heroes, accomplishments, and values?’’. 
7.In one carefully crafted paragraph, comment on Hurtig’s argument. Do you find it effective? Do you agree with him?
It is relatively clear that Hurtig is patriotic to Canada. Clearly, Hurtig wrote this article hoping that it will evoke an emotion from the readers and induce them to reflect upon this topic. I’m most certain that many of us have never noticed this problem until now which is why I believe it is a very effective article. I believe it produces the desired result by using so many facts and data. Not only does his article lead me to reflect upon this topic, but also hope that there will soon be an upcoming change in school curriculums. While Hurtig uses so many statistics and data to support his point, it truly enhances the quality of his article. I agree with Hurtig that it is a problem in our society, and should definitely be acted upon soon. Without knowledge on our own country, it demonstrates a lack of nationalism and pride. Understanding our culture, traditions, values, accomplishments and heroes provides identity and helps us understand ourselves better as well as others. In addition, reflecting on personal experiences, my criminology textbook, Criminology, A Sociological Understanding, is mostly based on American statics and data, rather than Canadian facts. This demonstrates that there is an abundance of American content present in our society. All aside, our school curriculums should value our Canadian culture and emphasize more importance on educating children about our country.  

















