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Fall 2010
TAKE HOME EXAM

The due date is December 16 before 3:30. Ignore the date on the university exam schedule. If I am not in the office, slip it under the door.


You may submit the take home earlier, but not before December 3.


Your last assignment will be returned to you at that time.

PART ONE (identification, definitions, short answers and the like) [30 points]

Answers should not exceed 5-6 lines. If you go over, reread your answer carefully and eliminate wordiness, redundancies, and rambling sentence construction.
1- What is the difference between valid and reliable sources? 
2- What is the difference between authentic, accurate and reliable sources? You may use documents from the Family History project to illustrate your definitions. 
3- What are external- and internal criticism? Pick up a document from the Family History project and list the questions you would ask if you were subjecting it to external and internal criticism (you may choose a different document for each type of criticism).
4- What is the difference between the facts of the past and the facts of history? You can use material from the family history project to illustrate your answer.
5- Which generation of historians ( Rankeans, Annalists, social historians, post-modernists etc) would have agreed with the following statement:

“…empirical theory of knowledge presupposes a complete separation between subject and object. Facts, like sense-impression, impinge on the observer from outside and are independent of his consciousness. The process of reception is passive; having received the data, he then acts on them.” (E.Carr)

Give your reasons behind your choice.

6- What is historicism? When did it emerge and why?
7- What difference do historians make between sex and gender? 
8- What do post-modernists mean when they say language is non-referential?

9- What are general and exceptional causes? What role do they play in historical explanations? Give concrete examples

10- What are the strengths and weaknesses of the hypothesis testing and of the questioning the sources approach? 
PART TWO


Answer each question in no more than two pages. Remain on the alert for wordiness and rambling sentences. Make sure to use CONCRETE EXAMPLES to support your assertions! If citing or quoting from one of your books, use a parenthetical reference (Author, page #) [each question is worth 20 points]
1- History and collective or social memory. Choose A, B or C.
A.  How do you define social or collective memory and history? How do they differ and how do they overlap? What kind of problems may arise when the two are confused with each other? Under what circumstances can they undermine each other, and under what circumstances can they support each other?

B. What does Tosh think of social/collective memory? What do you think are his reasons? What approach does he suggest to go around the problems? Do you agree with his perspective or not and why?

C. Are witnesses necessarily better sources? Why or why not, and why do some people believe they are?

2. Those pesky facts! Choose A, B or C
A. What are historical facts? Is it possible for a historian to “let the facts speak for themselves”? Is it possible for facts to be objective?

B. Do sources provide us with snapshots of the past, or are they representations or constructs (use concrete examples to illustrate your statements; you can use documents in the Family history project for this purpose)

C. Can facts be independent of the observer?

3. History and the social sciences. Choose A, B or C
A. How do you understand the relationship between history and the social sciences? Are the two fields methodologically incompatible (as Gaddis seems to suggest)? Or should historians adopt the concepts and methods, if not theories of the social sciences? How does Marc Bloch’s plea for interdisciplinary fits into this debate? [ You want to re-read the Hendricks article as well as the ones by Mulholland and Hamilton in the supplementary reading list before starting]
B. Social scientists embed their narratives in their theories, and historians embed their theories in their narratives says Gaddis (p. 62). Do you agree with this statement? How can each approach be justified? Do not forget to provide concrete examples to support your argument. 
C. Are historical methods closer to the one of cutting edge hard sciences (chaos theory; advanced physics) than of the social sciences?

4. Marxist-, women- and gender history. Choose A, B or C
A. What use did E.P. Thompson make of Marxists concepts and framework in his “Moral Economy of the English Crowd”. How did he transform Marx’s concept of class consciousness?  Do not forget to make direct reference to the text, and to source them!
B. Why did Marxist-feminism fail as an explanatory framework? 

C. Can women- and gender history be written from a non-feminist perspective?

5. Post-modernism and the linguistic turn. Choose A, B or C.

A. What has been the contribution of Post-Modernism and of the linguistic turn to the debate about the nature of history? Provide concrete examples.
B. If facts are constructed by historians, does it means anything goes and history is nothing but a form of fiction expressing the author’s subjectivity?

C. What do Bloch, Carr, Gaddis and Jenkins agree upon? When do they disagree? What do you think can account for their different perspectives on the nature of history?

PART THREE [20 points]

What historians really do is assess degrees of probability. Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

Good luck

And 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS.

