CRM1301 ( Positivist Criminology 

Late 1800’s context

· Reification of science: emergence of experts, society as a social fact, 1850s heredity studies

· We start seeing similarities between parents and teachers and make assumptions about how these things get transferred (including behavioural stuff) 

· Statistics, and a growing underclass

Social Darwinism( anything that prospers will do so because it is best adapted to the current environment 

· Ethnocentric, progress/civilization, scientific justification for inequality (applied to things like poverty or illnesses related to poverty

· PROBLEM: Tautology( we are in power because we are more evolved, we are more evolved because we are in power

Positivism( a lens of understanding the world / a method & paradigm

· focus on actors NOT act

· deterministic( predetermination about who will be criminal

· locate difference in people

Assumption of Positivism 

· causes of criminal behaviour is different than causes for normal behaviour ( motivation is different 

· consensus (organism) ( assuming there is a kind of consensus that we all work under the same understanding, we all have common sense

Birth of Criminology: The Italian School of Thought

· The foundations of biological explanations 

· Assumed people in prison = representative of who is criminal in society( Problematic

· Cecare Lombrosso, Enrico Ferri, Raffael Garofola 

· **Remember the context: reification of science, stats, rise of experts, failure of the classical approaches to address crime, moral panics, dangerous classes…

Phrenology 

· Founded on Aristotle … rediscovering of the Greek Classics( “brain as the organ of the mind”

· 1830s

Cecare Lombrosso( associated w/ presenting the biological determination of the criminal 

· Was medically trained, psychiatry, Professor of legal medicine, testified at trials 

· “The Criminal Man” (1876) w/ Gina Lombrosso (daughter)

Criminal Classification 

· Suggestion that there are Born Criminals 

· Atavistic man… anyone who was criminogenic was primitive/less evolved/developed

Lombrosso – focused on own data and others

· Volunteered for medical services/army 

· Deviations common to particular races/cultures 

· Autopsies( got a lot of info (measured bodies, marks on the body like tattoos) interviewed people about the characters of these people to see if they were criminal or not. Did this with animals as well, ideas of ‘inferior races’

Criminal Woman

· smaller variation between women( harder to assess but fit w/ the nature of being feminine( weak, dumb, sneaky, etc. 

· less evolved than men? ( said women are just harder to catch because they are sneaky 

· naturally vengeful, weak and dumb, balanced by ‘feminine’

· criminal women : masculine 

Critiques of Positivist Criminology 

· Cure for crime? ( if no cure…

· Poor behaviour is marked by poor methodology 

· Pathologizing deviance: illness of non conformity, discourse of non responsibility, industry of experts

Rehabilitation

· Treatment Programs 

· Uneven and rely upon non-profit organizations, non voluntary 

· Treatment as punishment

· Guard of counselor, punitive environment

· Critique from right

· Can access programs ‘honest’ citizens cannot

· Similar to issues of ‘training’ in Kingston 

Social Dawrnism

· Hebert Spencer( “Survival of the fittest”

· Hierarchy of social inferiority ( some people are just orally better than others, used Darwin to justify this but Darwin did not intend it this way 

· Fitness becomes synonymous with health AND deserving 

· Sir Francis Galton 

· Coined term Eugenics (improve genetic composition of a population)

· Positive( encourage some groups ‘good birth’

· Negative( exclusion of inferior population, recognized eugenics would have to have spiritual framework to work in his vision( only way to convince a population 

· Mental Hygiene Movement 

· Feeble mindedness not curable and would be passed on to children

· Burdensome population $

· Fear of inferior populations

· Emily Murphy( The Black Candle

· Implications

· More experts needed to determine defectives 

· Long term custody of untreatable kids

· Sterilization (gendered)

· The Jukes

· Robert Dugdale (1875) “The Jukes: A Study in Crime, Pauperism, Disease and Hereditary”

· Dugdale debated the relative contribution of environment and heredity and concluded that the family's poor environment was largely to blame for their behavior: "environment tends to produce habits which may become hereditary"
· Used to support negative Eugencis

· The Kallikaks

· Henry H. Goddard

· Focused on IQ as a manifestation of degeneracy 

· The inheritance of feeble mindedness

· Goddard concluded that an entire variety of mental traits were hereditary and that it was important for society to institute a check upon the reproduction of "unfit" individuals.
“The Sterilization of Leilani Muir”

· What populations were sterilized under the Alberta Sterilization Act?

· “mental defectives”

· illegitimate children, considered not intelligent enough for parenthood, to prevent the passing on of mental deficiency, “low IQ”  of cultural knowledge…, new immigrants to Canada, children who were wards of the state/poor families,  

· What consequences befell the victims of biological positivism? 

· Removing important hormones, bone density, etc. not just not being able to have children 

· Society? 

· What arguments are used to justify Eugenics?

· Improve breeding stock of the province

· Lower incarceration rates/ reduce crime/ deviance  

· In God’s plan: they were helping the individuals they were  sterilizing and helping the community ( Perfect community 

· Is there a danger of (positive/negative) eugenic practices occurring today?

· From Eugenics to Genetics? 

· Vaccinations?

· Phillip Rushton…
