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Alphabet and Cities:

-Mycenaean people did not have cities per say, but there were, in fact forms of administrative roles in villages

-Polis was the Roman word for a city

-The emergence of the Polis is really hypothetical to all

-A polis was located on a coast or shore of a lake or peninsula 

-Polis was very small, and the community that it represented was very close knit, more like a big family then a city

-”Samos”, a polis a coast off of Asia Minor was 180 square miles 

-”Athens”, coast of Attica was big

-”Sparta” was the biggest Polis

-Most of the Polis’ were heavily defended 

-Most of the Mycenaean people were defensive where as the Cretan people

-”Sparta” was the most protected

-Aristotle prefers a polis, as the happiness and the security of their citizens; their size has to be the small enough for this to be achieved

-Basically saying, big enough to defend its self, but small enough to not need a police force within the community

-A Polis was exclusive, and anti-expansionists 

-Polis, refers both to the city its self, and the land that it controlled

-Athens for example refers to the city Attica, and the land it controlled, Athens

-The garden was the center of the town

-The name of the town was named by the geographical state

-Certain characteristics of a polis were: in a Greek city state polis, public life was outside (most public meetings and business was done outside)

-Adult males spent most of their time outside

-Adult males ate outside with his fellow males, and the women stayed inside

-Adult males consisted of business, fighting and other jobs

-Greeks established a clear distinction between inside and outside

-Architecture showed this as there were no windows that looked onto the street at all

-For a male the community and his place, and the family that he represented in the community was important and was about his pride, that he could buy, fight and provide for them

-The more successful a male was, the more regarded that his family became

-A Greek would be part of the polis before he is a Greek (ex. Athenian before a Greek)

-Localism is very important to the Greeks

-A lot of the polis’ would not take part in national actions, like national defense even though it would have a direct impact on them

-The state that was a polis came out of the circumstance that was the Greek cities

-Aeolic and Ionic had 3 tribes

-Doric had 4 tribes 

-Agora means family

-Families were extended, grand children and parents were all part of it

-All possessions belonged to the family and defined them

-Land was owned by the family, but not a person

-A number of families make up a clan , a number of clans make up a trittys (hetaera and phratry), number of trittys make up tribes, number of tribes make up a polis

-A marriage was a contract between two families, and was a contract to make babies

-The people being married were under contract, and the wife was lent to the husbands family and could be taken back at any time

-Cities and citizenship was guarded by the polis, the only way to gain citizenship if not born within the polis was usually due to the population needing people, or a person of exceptional talent, or a male wifing a higher female from a different polis

-Alphabet and its expansion in Greek people was a big step forward when it came to recording

-Alphabet at the beginning was hard to read and most people could not use these scripts (that the alphabet was written on) were a very specialized people

-Alphabet consisted of hieroglyphic and syllabic 

-Cadmus is an eastern word for hieroglyphics and syllabics 

Alphabet for the Greek contained 8 vowels 

-Alphabet for the Greek was probably brought forth by merchants

-Greek scripts were written right to left, right to left and the back, and finally how it’s now

-Greek people did not have the best form of writing, either etching in stone or wax on a tablet

-Alphabet was very important to the Greek people because it was easy and able to be learned by other

-A pen was made by the Greek people to develop the cursive writing skills

-Before the Alphabet these skills were kept in families, but once it was written down anyone can access it 

Alphabet gave power to the Greek civilians

Coinage and Colonization:

-Merchants were going away to sell because there were no people to sell to

-Bartering does not work all the time, especially on a large scale trading operation

-Kingdom of Lydia took some precious metal (alloy of electrum) and the king put his royal seal on it, guaranteeing the purity of the metal

-The kingdom of lydia began the coinage in the world

-Merchants went around bartering with the metal that was guaranteed to be pure

-Coinage soon found its way through Asia Minor

-Forgery was not that difficult but it was the most successful form of currency at the time

-Greek cities started to produce coinage that the Greek capital guaranteed

-Coinage meant that trade could be increased on a major level

-Colonization went along with the increase if trade (coinage had a major role in this)

-Setting aside Sicily and Southern Italy the problem was that as the population grew so did the need for importing of food

-Greeks imported food, but also exported citizens, relieving a lot of the need for the imported food

-Greek colonies consisted of three types, but the most significant was “apoikia”

-Apoikia means a home away from home

-Apoikia were set out in areas where cities themselves regarded themselves oh having specific areas

-Apoikia and people that were exposed to this were not allowed to come back to the mother city and would be killed

-Once they set up colonies they were still made to be under the command of mother city 

-Colonies of the Greek people were on the coast 

-Once they were set up an exclusive Greek speaking city in a city that was already settled

-Any natives that were there were interacted with on the Greek side of things

-Greek people maintained them selves in exclusivity as they did in their home land 

-Miletus was one of the largest Greek colonies at the time brought in a lot of ships from the Black Sea


