CRM2307
June 18th- Lecture 1

Women as Victims of Crime
· Original meaning/ancient Cultures: refers to a person or an animal put to death during a ceremony in order to appease some supernatural power.  Today the meaning has changed. Nowadays, it is related to an individual who experience injury, loss or hardship for any reason. Could be accidents, natural disasters, diseases, social problems (poverty or any injustice in society.)
Victimization?
· An asymmetrical interpersonal relationship that is abusive, painful, destructive and unfair.
· While a crime is in progress, criminal temporarily force their victims to play roles that mimic the dynamics between predator and prey, winner and loser and even master and slave. 
Victimology?
· The scientific study of the physical, emotional and financial harm people suffer because of illegal activities. 
Victimologists: (****Exam question: list****)
· Investigate the impact of injuries or the unfortunate situation.
· They carry out research into the public’s political, social and economic reactions to the plight of victims. How the rest of the people react.
· They study how victims are handled by officials and agencies within the criminal justice system. (judges, defense attorney, police officer, everybody who is involved in Crim.Just.Syst.) Check for discrimination, how they handle the victim.
· They want to know whether crime victims have been have been physically injured, economically hurt, robbed of self-respect or emotionally traumatized.  Want to find ways to hide them to help them recover. They look at the aftermath. How is the victim(s) feeling, how are they responding to this situation. (terrorized, scared, etc)
· They want to find out whether the injured parties are being effectively assisted, served, accommodated, rehabilitated and educated to avoid further trouble. 
· They are equally curious to determine the extent to which the plight of persons harmed by criminals is being ignored, neglected, manipulated and commercially or politically exploited. How were reacting as a society, is the situation being taken care of or exploited.
· They want to examine the degree to which some seriously injured parties become deeply alienated and withdraw from social relationships.  
· They want to figure out why people experience such a wide range of reactions to their plight.
***exam question: explain difference between following***
Direct or Primary Victims (survivors):
· Experience the criminal act and its consequences first hand.
Indirect or Secondary Victims:
· Not immediately involved or physically injured. Family members, friends that also suffer the consequences (emotionally, financially 2nd hand)
Victimology compared to Criminology
· Victimology is an interdisciplinary field. (police, lawyers, social workers, psychologists, etc.)
· Academically and organizationally: an area of specialization within Criminology.
Violence against Women as a Global Issue?
· (physical; choking, punching, kicking, stabbing, mutilation and murder, sexual; rape or any unwanted act of sexual nature(touching), verbal/psychological; to destroy victim’s self-esteem, financial; controlling the financial decisions)
Facts outlined by CRIAW (Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women)
· Half of Canadian women have survived at least one incident of sexual or physical violence
· Over a quarter (29%) of Canadian women have been assaulted by a spouse.
· 45% of women assaulted by a male partner suffered physical injury
· In Canada 4/5 people murdered by their spouses are women murdered by men
· Girl children are targets of abuse within the family more so than boys. 4/5 victims of family-related sexual assault are girls (79%) and over half of physical assaults against girls.
· Only 10% of sexual assaults are reported to police.
· 98% of sex offenders are men and 82% of the survivors are girls and women, usually same offender on same child, acts are repeated.
· Sexual assaults often occur in contexts in which the abuser is in a position of trust in relation to the person assaulted
· The majority of sexual assaults are committed by a man known to the victim.
· Wife battering carries on into old age. Spousal homicide accounts for one third (30%) of murders of women over 65%
June 20th – Lecture 2
Documentary:
What is Women’s Studies?
· An interdisciplinary academic field which applies a critical theory centered approach to topics concerning women, feminism, gender and politics.
History:
· Was first conceived as an academic rubric apart from other departments in the late 70s.
· Late 60s: feminists criticized American higher education for failing to address women’s concerns on at least 3 levels:
· Lack of equal professional opportunities for women scholars and graduates
· The absence of curricular content reflecting women’s lives and contributions in the liberal arts, sciences and technical fields.
· The diminished, often insulting experiences of women undergraduates and graduate students in and outside the classroom
· First women’s studies program in the US on May 21st 1970 at San Diego State College traditional students: older women going back to school after raising children, after a divorce. To gain professional experience in the workforce.
· Concept of “Double Jeopardy” refers to double oppression; firstly suffer cause of gender and secondly because of race.
Curriculum:
· Often encourages students to engage in hands-on activities, including discussion and reflecting on course material
· In past several decades, has taken a post modern approach to understanding gender and how it intersects with race, class, ethnicity, religion, age and disability to produce and maintain power structures within society to ensure social inequality
· Is not limited solely to women issues bur various forms of oppression in which women issues become intricate focal points.
· Highly involved in Social Justice and create curriculums that are embedded with theory and also activism outside of the classroom
· Creative arts in Women’s Studies: literature, poetry, performing arts and visual arts... women’s studies allows for the creative expression and analysis of the oppressing forces that influence the lives of women while also providing a critical theoretical analysis of these issues
Methodology:
· Often described as the theory and analysis of how research is conducted, with the method being the technique for gathering evidence
· Research conducted through a feminist lens actively challenges the structures and ideologies that oppress women through incorporating the plurality of women’s lived experiences
Feminists Methods:
· Interviewing:
· Oral history: involves the personal experience of oppression through storytelling. Asking a question and let the person tell the story and gather the information
· Focus group interviews: based on group discussions, starting with a question or concept that contributes to a discussion and offers support or mutuality. Validates shared experiences and ideas
· Ethnography: the participant will be observing while they are immersed in the culture or situation. Focus on their lives, experiences. Talk about ethics, gender power, etc.
· Content Analysis: analysing the content in books, articles, etc.
· Survey: usually used to identify patterns and tell what the current state of affairs.
What is Feminism?
· A movement for the political, social and educational equality of women with men.
· Occurred mainly in Europe and the US
· It has roots in the humanism of the 18th century and the industrial revolution
A Global Struggle:
· White American women, Black American women, Asian women, Latin American women, European women or Women from any other part of the world are united in their struggles against gender based discrimination and inequality.
Feminism Issues:
· Access to Employment: 
· Education
· Child care
· Contraception and abortion
· Equality in the workplace
· Changing family roles
· Sexual harassment in the workplace
· Need for equal political representation
Why a feminist movement?
· Because women traditionally had been regarded as inferior to men physically and intellectually
· Both law and theology had ordered their subjection
Sex versus Gender
· Sex differences? Biological differences; hormones, size, muscle development, organs
· Gender differences? Social roles; expectations, depending on culture background. (Jobs for women, jobs for men)
Feminists differ over:
· The sources of inequality
· How to obtain equality
· The extent to which gender and gender based identities should be questioned and critiqued
History of Feminism (3 waves)
· 1st wave: Women’s suffrage movement. Focus was the right to vote; 1970 they were given the right
· 2nd wave: 1960s, very active, a lot of ideas, actions. A lot of legal and social equality were obtained during that time
· 3rd wave: 1990s; continuation of, and kind of a critique to any issues that weren’t raised in the 2nd wave.
Myths about Feminism: Three myths have been identified:
· Feminists lack objectivity
· Feminists analysis narrowly focuses on women
· There is only one feminist perspective
What is sexism?
· Refers to oppressive attitudes and behaviours directed at either sex
· Discrimination or prejudice based on gender
What is Patriarchy?
· Refers to a social, legal and political climate that values male dominance and hierarchy
· Central to the patriarchal ideology is the belief that woman’s nature is biologically, not culturally determined and that the laws are from men’s standpoint, consistent with men’s experiences
Understanding patriarchy gives more understanding to why women must fight so hard to defeat the power of men.
Patriarchy is best described as controlled by men. Opposite is matriarchy: where women are head of society/family.
Patriarchal social structures are: 
· Male dominated
· Organized around an obsession with control
· Male identified; all positive aspects of society, personal attributes that are highly valued/regarded are associated with men. The opposite (less valued) is associated with women
· Male centered; taken for granted that the center of attention is for men.
June 25th Lecture 3
With regard to violence, where is the single most dangerous place for women?
What is the leading cause of death for women? Spousal homicide
When is the battered woman most likely to get killed? When she leaves the relationship
Who overwhelmingly are the victims of murder-suicides? Women 
Historical overview:
· For centuries, legal traditions granted the man the right to discipline his wife and children. Laws did not protect women, this is how they grew up, they did not perceive themselves as victims because they didn’t know. No protection from family, from authorities.
· This perception became the basis in English Common Law. 
· In the 70s, when the women’s liberation movement took hold, attention was drawn to rape as a crime of power.
Is violence biological in men? Is there anything we can do about it?
· Not all men are violent
· We must understand the various factors involved in the socialization of boys
· Family violence as a factor. Action figures, movies, heroes.
· Evaluations of programs for men who batter
Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) in Canada (OCTEVAW: Hidden from Sight; A Look at the Prevalence of Violence Against Women in Ottawa, May 2009):
· Nearly 200,000 women reported to Statistics Canada’s 2004 General Social Victimization survey that they had been assaulted or sexually assaulted by a spouse the previous year.
· Police reported 38,000 incidents reported to the police
· Women represent the majority of IPV survivors (85%)
· Most common police charges filed in IPV cases included: common assault (61%, less serious forms of assault; pushing, slapping, punching and face to face threats), 14% are more serious; assaults with a weapon, wounding, disfiguring, assault causing bodily harm or endangering the life of someone. 11% uttering threats; to cause death or bodily harm, to burn or destroy property, or to harm animals.
· Police laid charges in approx. 75% of cases and this has remained relatively stable over the past 9 years. 
Domestic Violence:
Definition:
Domestic violence occurs when a family member, partner or ex partner attempts to physically or harm the victim. Patterns of behaviour characterized by the misuse of power and control by one person over another who are or have been in an intimate relationship. It can occur in mixed gender relationships and same gender relationships and has profound consequences for the lives of children, individual, families and communities. It may be physical, sexual, emotional and psychological.

Intimate Partner Violence in Ontario
· In 2006, a total of 11,713 IPV were recorded
· IPV represents 14% of all Police charges in Ontario and women continue to outnumber men as survivors
· Violent crime is 4x more common for women 12% then men 3%
Services Available
1- Sexual Assault and Partner Abuse Care Program at the Ottawa Hospital:
a. Civic Campus
b. Specially trained staff are available for health care services, crisis intervention, evidence collection, documentation and safety planning, emotional support and social concerns
2- Women’s Shelters:
a. Seven main shelters in Ottawa: Chrysalis house, harmony house, interval house, la presence, Maison d’amitié, Nelson house, Oski Kizis Lodge. Can stay for up to a year.
3- Community Resources:
a. 6 community Housing Centres and 8 community Resource Centres. 
4- Domestic Violence Courts:
a. Ontario’s domestic Violence Court program is the most extensive DVC program in Canada as it covers all 54 Ontario Court Districts
5- Legal Clinic:
a. University of Ottawa legal clinic works with women who are survivors of IPV, assisting them in securing peace bonds, prepare criminal inquiry compensation cases, as well as providing legal assistance to women, etc.
Domestic violence has many forms and there are a number of dimensions: (model/forms; frequency; Severity)
Types of violence:
· Physical (direct: kicking, biting, with a weapon. Indirect violence: destroying other objects, throwing objects, harming the animals.) 
· Mental/emotional often related to threats. Not only to the victim can also say they will hurt themselves if they leave, or that they will hurt the children if they leave. Humiliating the victim or controlling, withholding information, deliberately do something to diminish the victim
· Economic:  the abuser will take the decision of what she can do for work, keeping her money, if she can go back and continue her education, etc.
· Sexual: the use of physical force, intimidation or pressure to engage in sexual activity against her will.
Common myths on domestic violence:
· DV is not a problem in my community
· Only happens to poor women and women of color
· Some people deserve to be hit
· Alcohol, drug abuse, stress and mental illness cause domestic violence. 
· If it were that bad she would just leave.
Who are those abusers?
· No typical abuser
· In public, they appear friendly and loving to their partner and family
· They try to hide the abuse by causing injuries that can be hidden and do not need a doctor
· Abuse is not an accident
· Abusers often have low self-esteem
Children and DV
· Violence in the home is dangerous for children:
· They live with scary noises, yelling and hitting
· They are afraid for their parents and themselves
· They feel bad because they cannot stop the abuse.
· If they try to stop the fight they can be hurt.
· They can be hurt by things that are thrown or weapons
Children in violent homes may not get the care they need, they can have many problems:
· Trouble sleeping
· Nightmares
· Trouble in school and getting along with others
· Often feel scared
· May grow up feeling bad about themselves
· Problems do not go away as the child gets older

July 9th 2013 – Lecture 7
The Abuse of Aboroginal Women and Children
· One in 10 women in Canada is abused by her partner, yet for aboriginal women the figure is closer to one in three.
· One study in Winnipeg concluded that 43% of aboriginal families are headed by single women, compared to 10% of non aboriginal families
· The employment rate for female status Indians age 15 or more is estimated to be as low as 24%
Spousal Abuse:
· Surveys by the Ontario native Women’s Association. 80% of aboriginal women have suffered violence
· Survey by the Indigenous Women’s Collective: indicates that 50% have been physically abused, 74% do not seek help
· The police response received by others discourages victims from going to the police for help. Lack of sensitivity and support so they prefer to not report their abuser
· Situation even more difficult for women in Northern isolated reserve communities: if they clal takes longer for police to come over so they know that they will not get the help they need
· Most chiefs and council members are male and often exhibit bias in favor of the male partner in a domestic abuse situation
Alcohol, Crime and Abuse:
· The consumption of alcohol contributes to the incidents of domestic violence and child abuse which occur on Indian reserves. 
· Report of the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry of Manitoba (2007): need for resources to increase the availability of treatment programs that are culturally appropriate, aboriginally run and community based
· Correctional institutions: must enhance the availability of culturally appropriate treatment programs
The sentencing of Aboriginal Women
Profile of an aboriginal woman serving time in a federal institution
· Generally 27 years old with a grade nine education and single with two or three children
· Limited education and employment skills, unemployed at the time of her crime
Contributing factors that may impact negatively on the life of an aboriginal female?
· Poverty
· Exposure of family violence, (alcohol/drug/substance abuse)
· Discrimination/racism
· Decide to move to an urban center but are alone and isolated and much easier directed in the wrong direction
· Lack of familiarly support 
· Lack of financial support to have basic resources
· Lack of opportunities to get involved in positive interactions; in a community in a positive manner
· Drugs and alcohol at a very young age
· Conflict with the law at a young age, lack of intervention, lack of support can lead to more serious problems later on in life.
· Dropped out of school: got involved with wrong crowd.
· Some will enter negative cycle; will be dependent on drugs and alcohol and push to prostitution to get money.
· Direct violence or witnessed violence. Way to cope; turning to these kinds of behaviors

Justice and Human Rights
· Aboriginal women face race and gender discrimination, often further compounded by inequity due to poverty, ill-health, involvement in the sex trade or other factors
· Discrimination has been evidenced within the justice system (rates of charging, prosecution and conviction, missing aboriginal women, restorative justice sentencing, etc.) 
Options include: 
· Increasing aboriginal women’s access to legal aid
· Cultural awareness training for police, prosecutors, judges and corrections staff
· The recruitment of more aboriginal peoples throughout the justice system
· Access to culturally appropriate life skills programs and community re-integrations supports
It is important that aboriginal women be given positions of responsibility in the justice system. What does that mean?
· Should give them the opportunity to be involved in the system. Doesn’t matter the position. As long as they have their access to give their opinion or their point of view
· Should be represented in the police forces across Canada like the RCMP. Have a different point of view for decision making
· Welfare workers; they would understand the need for other aboriginals in need
· Training programs to help them develop their education or training for employment
Health:
· Higher incidences of diabetes, tobacco addiction and HIV/AIDS
· Problems concerning fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS) and its effects (FAE) and family dysfunction and violence
· Suicide rate up to eight times that of other Canadian women depending upon age
Solutions?
· Accessible services in their communities
· Services that are culturally appropriate
· Lack of stable funding; no money=no services

Reading: 
Maxwell: rape as a weapon of war
Rape is viewed as against a women’s honor rather than against her p.137
Racially motivated, need to understand broader meaning p.138
Belle hooks white supremacy; don’t have to be white to be a white supremacist
Intersexuality: can’t look as single forms (white, race) have to look at all these elements to fully understand.
Throwing a women in the military is not the solution. It is very hard to resist the urge of ‘fitting in’. Masculinity in the army is the root of the problem. Men are acting like men to demonstrate their power. We have to look on the outside of the box and determine the problem and not have women just try to fit as ‘one of the guys’

Video:
Rape: a crime of war
· Women were tortured and raped behind the scenes. It destroyed them psychologically not just physically.
· One of the women was a lawyer and became an immediate threat to Serbian national extremists
· One women avoided capture by living on the streets
· It takes over and she can’t have fun anymore, everything always haunts her. Her past from Omarska
· Women were forced to watch the beatings in the camp and wash the blood.
· At night, they were raped beaten, cut, everything you could think of.
· One women describes it as ‘trying to destroy them and take away their identity’
· Beaten and raped almost every night

July 11th- lec 8
Sexual violence against women
Definition: 
Describes any violence, physical or psychological, carried out through several means or by targeting sexuality. This violence takes different forms including sexual abuse, sexual assault, rape, incest, childhood sexual abuse and rape during armed conflict.
It also includes sexual harassment, stalking, and indecent/sexualized exposure, degrading sexual imagery, cyber harassment, trafficking and sexual exploitation.

Why doesn’t Canada have a rape law?
· The wording of Canada’s rape law was formally changed to sexual assault. 1983 changes are important.
· Before 1983, there had to be proof of vaginal rape and husbands could legally rape their wives
· In 1983, the supreme court of Canada ruled any circumstances that violated the sexual integrity of the victim were grounds for sexual assault. 
· The law created 3 levels of severity of sexual assault ranging from level 1 to 3.
Sexual assaults
· 2007, police recorded 24 200 sexual assault cases against individuals over 16 in Canada
· Only 1 in 10 assaults are reported to the police
· The number one reason (58%) they go unreported is because they feel it wasn’t important enough. Fear, shame or embarrassment. Even feel guilty for going out with him/being alone with him, etc.
· Over half the sexual assaults in Canada involved someone under 18 years old. Of the cases 81% were young children
Who is assaulted?
· some groups of girls and women have been found to be more often assaulted than others (teenagers(under 18, a lot of these women aren’t aware of sexual assault, not prepared, not educated), women with disability(dependent=more vulnerable), aboriginal women(experiences as racism, victimisation, cycle of violence that is never ending could put them at risk)
Who commits sexual assaults?
· Not necessarily a profile specifically. Myths that exist that people believe but aren’t true. Usually done by a person that is known by the victim and less often by a stranger.
· Incest: sexual abuse within the family, uncle, dad, brother, neighbor, family friends, etc.
Where do assaults happen?
Usually in places we think could be safe (home, home of a relative, car, party, club, gathering with friends/colleagues, school, workplace, doctor’s office or other professional.

Sexual harassment in the Workplace:
· Ontario human rights code: sexual harassment refers to: engaging in a course of comment or conduct that is known or ought to be known to be unwelcome
· Employers that do not take steps to prevent sexual harassment can face major costs in decreased productivity, low morale, increase absenteeism, health care costs and potential legal expenses
Examples:
· Asking for sex in exchange for a benefit or a favor
· Repeatedly asking for dates and not taking no for an answer
· Demanding hugs
· Making unnecessary physical contact including unwanted touching
· Using rude or insulting language or making comments toward women or men depending on the circumstances
· Making sex related comments about a person’s physical characteristics or actions
· Posting or sharing pornography, sexual pictures or cartoons, sexually explicit graffiti or other sexual images
Preventing and responding to sexual harassment in the workplace:
· Employers have a legal duty to take steps to prevent and respond to sexual harassment
When deciding if an employer has met its duty to respond to a human right claim, tribunals are likely to think about/evaluate a number of factors.
Factors
1. Any procedures in place?
2. How quickly did the organisation respond to the complaint?
3. How seriously was the complaint treated?
4. Resources made available to deal with the complaint.
5. Did the organisation provide a healthy environment for the person filing the complaint?
6. Did they keep the person filing the complaint informed? How well they were told about the action taken.
Who’s to Blame?
Rape myths include the following:
· Men who rape have a stronger or uncontrollable sex drive so they just can’t help themselves. Truth? Most of the time it is a conscious decision made by the abuser. The offender is always trying to keep control. It has nothing to do with not being able to control their sex drives.
· Only certain types of men from certain social or racial groups commit sexual assault. Truth? False, everybody from everywhere can
· if theres no violence or physical force then its not sexual assault. False, they can manipulate or even date drug.
· Women lie about rape in order to cover up the fact that they’ve had consensual sex. False, a lot of the times women don’t even report them.
· A married man can’t rape his wife? False, if she is not consenting then it is rape
Why do they assault?
Boys and men constantly receive sexist and violent messages about how they should act and how they should treat girls and women. Some of these harmful ideas include:
· It is ok for males to use violence and other threatening behaviors to get what they want
· Males are allowed to act in sexual ways toward girls and women without getting their consent
· Believing that females always like sexual attention, even when they say they don’t
· Believing that females always should be available and willing to fulfill male’s sexual desires
· Thinking that females don’t deserve the same respect and opportunities as males
· Believing that males have a right to control the lives of the women, otherwise they’re not real men and should feel ashamed.
Growing up with these ideologies, it is easier to feel okay with abusing women when growing up.

Mid term 2: all lecture from july 4th to july 16th
Readings for weeks 3,4,5
Docs: highway of tears, rape a crime of war, generation M- Misogyny in Media and culture

Video: Mysogyny in media and culture
Misogyny: the hatred of women
Female empowerment: media and messages from media women are told their empowerment comes from their looks or their sexual drives.
Pornographic images in music videos.
Teenage girls look up to bands like pussycat dolls and then dress like them and try to act like them. They are bombarded by messages that there is only one way to experience their sexuality.
Girls aged 11 and 12 took 2 hours to get ready to go to the mall. They are told to conform to ads they see on tv, magazines, movies, etc.
July 16th
Consequences: Center for Disease control and prevention, 2006
· Physical: STD, long term consequences: chronic pelvic pain, pre menstrual, gastro, pregnancy complications, migraines, frequent headaches. Back pain, facial pain, disability for work.
· Psychological: immediate: shock, denial, fear, confusion, anxiety, withdrawal, guilt, nervousness and distress of others. Long term: unhealthy diet related behaviors such as; vomiting, abusing diet pills or over eating as a way to cope. Depression, anxiety, attempted or completed suicide, strange relationships with the victim’s family members (if abuser is family member) less frequent contact with friends and relatives can affect marriage decision or being in a relationship due to abuse. For victims in war: PTSD; symptoms: emotional detachment, sleep disturbances, flashback, and mental replay of the assault.
· Social: engaging in high risk sexual behaviors, (multiple partners, unprotected sex or choosing unhealthy sexual partner, having an early sexual initiation), trading sex for food/money.
· Health Behaviors: abusing alcohol, cigarettes, 
Preventing sexual violence
· Public education addresses the root causes of violence by changing the social attitudes and behaviors that perpetuate violence against women. Must go to root of problem and change the way people perceive women, make it socially unacceptable at different levels; government, schools, universities, community centers.
Improving services:
· Training: 
· Women need sensitive and comprehensive care at the very early stage, front line.
· Women may turn to different service providers and professionals for support. Teachers, doctors, coaches, etc. 
· The initial reaction of the person they turned to for support either helped or hindered their recovery. The first person they go to is very important and they must be trained to be able to reach out and must be knowledgeable on how to get help.
· Sexual assault centers:
· 41 government funded sexual assault centers across Ontario, including 11 French language centers
· Clients are provided with individual and group counselling, hospital, court and police accompaniment, and have access to 24 hour crisis and support lines.
· Sexual assault/domestic violence treatment centers:
· Across Ontario 35 hospital based sexual assault centres provide 24hr specialized medical care and emotional support to women, men and children who have been sexually assaulted
· Helping survivors navigate the system of supports:
· Linking the survivors to the services that can best meet their needs is an important part of their recovery. 
· Consultations with survivors highlighted the challenges in accessing information
· Additional difficulties for women who experience language, cultural and or accessibility barriers.
· Improving access to services for Francophone women:
· Challenges in finding and accessing services in French
· Improving access to language interpretation:
· Survivors mentioned the need to improve access to services for women whose first language is not English or French so that they may access the community, health and justice supports they need.
· Responding to human trafficking
· Victims have very specific needs: they are often isolated, controlled by elements of organized crime and fear for their personal safety. Passports were taken, language barrier, far from home, threatened, beaten.
· A need for a more of coordinated response to human trafficking.  More communication within the different levels for more effective outtake on human trafficking.
· The government has been working across ministries and through the federal-provincial territorial (FPT) forums to improve local, national and international collaboration to address human trafficking.
Strengthening the Criminal Justice Response:
Responding to Sexual assault:
· Sexual assault crimes present challenges to the Criminal Justice System; no witnesses/evidence.
· Offences often occur in private settings, by someone the victim knows
· Women are often reluctant to report the assault fear, no trust in Justice system, not important enough, feel ashamed, feel guilty,
· Changes have been made to the Criminal Code of Canada in the past number of years. It’s important that everyone involved (police, doctors, workers, judges) that they are educated to better respond. Making the abusers more accountable 
Holding offenders accountable:
· Perpetrators of sexual violence need to be held accountable for their actions
· They also need access to supports and programs that will help them and end their violence
· The ministry of community safety and correctional services conducts regular reviews to ensure offender programming and staff training align with current research and professional best practices.
· Partner assault response program

Video: killing us softly
Ads sell more than product. They tell women that it is most important for women to look good. 


