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1. War on women: Time for Action to End Sexual Violence in Conflict

1. “Rape is as old as war itself”

2. Wars in Bosnia and Rwanda in the 1990s were a turning point

3. They brought about the term “rape as a weapon of war”

4. Horrendous accounts of atrocities were documented: 

1. they fuelled global outrage and condemnation and spurred the international community to define the issue of sexual violence in conflict as a serious threat to peace and security

5. United Nations (UN) security council resolutions to prevent the use of wartime rape,  local and national campaigns to end violence against women and support for survivors and their families

2. Sexual violence in conflict. A threat to peace and security

4. Devastating physical and psychological ramifications for survivors, their families and communities

5. Severe human rights violation

6. A threat to peace and security as it diminishes the prospects for reconciliation and peace building

7. It put entire communities at risk, rips apart their social cohesion and condemns them to a life of poverty.

8. Culture of impunity often surrounds sexual violence in conflict

9. Perpetrators rarely held accountable for their actions and do not fear prosecution and punishment

3. Why is sexual violence used in conflict?

4. Rape a strategy of war

1. Most prominent examples are the cases of Bosnia, Rwanda and Sudan

2. To fulfil a particular war goal, namely ethnic cleansing and genocide

3. International attention to the issue of sexual violence due to perpetration of rape as part of rather than consequence of war

5. Rape as means of creating cohesion between combatants

1. New recruits have been forced to commit such taboo acts as the rape of relatives in order to sever their ties with the community and bind them to the armed group

2. Practice of gan rape employed to create cohesion within units, bonding fighters who have been recruited by force and increasing their tolerance to violence.

6. Rape as reward

1. Assumption that “boys will be boys” with looting and pillaging often seems as an integral or even inevitable part of war and rape as reward of war

2. Rape widely documented during pillaging of communities by state forces that have not been paid and are seeking compensation

7. Rape as a mean to destroy social and cultural cohesion

1. Socio-cultural norms defining gender roles can contribute to the use of wartime rape particular in patriarchal societies (masculinity equated with dominance, power and control; women seen as property and objects to be protected and invasion)

8. Rape for economic ends

1. The disruption of formal economies and state institutions often brought on by conflict heightens the risk of trafficking in person for purpose of sexual or labour exploitation as well as the risk of abduction and extortion by armed groups

9. Rape as means of extracting information

1. Sexual violence used to extract information from women and girls during forced civilian disarmament in order to obtain location of arm caches

4. Consequences of sexual violence in conflict

4. The problem [of rape] is destroying our households and families, foreigners are coming and raping our wives, devastating them. Since you are not God or an angel, you will stop loving her. That is why we say those people are ruining our communities. 

1. Man, Bukavu Focus Group 

5. Short and long-term health consequences and psychological trauma

6. Loss of life due to sexual violence related deaths, killing or suicide

7. Can reduce women’s and girl’s contribution to economic development, trapping them in a life of poverty

8. It limits women’s freedom of movement in relation to subsistence activities

1. Example: Darfur

9. Results in commercial and exploitative sex as one of the few options for income generation to meet basic needs

10. Women who have been attacked and children born out of rape are stigmatized and ostracized

5. Sex work, making space for working women

4. Sex work is met with a lot of prejudice and stereotypes

6. Prostitution in Canada

4. Buying and selling of sexual services are legal but most surrounding activities such as public communication for the purpose of prostitution, brothels and procuring are offence under the law

5. Situation has created and continues to create confusion and controversy

6. Prostitution laws largely unchanged since the early 19th century. The status quo of prostitution is problematic

7. Ideological disagreement between two groups

7. Legal Status

4. While exchange of sexual gratification for consideration between consenting adults is legal, the law prohibits those activities Parliament deems to be a threat to public order or offensive to public decency, under the powers given to the federal government, the activities include

1. Operating a premise (sexual services establishment or brothel) where such activities takes place

2. Being found in such an establishment

3. Procuring for such purposes

4. Communicating such services (soliciting) in a public place

5. On the other hand, working as an independent sex worker and private communication for such purpose is legal

8. Why use the term Sex Work instead of Prostitution?

4. The term “prostitution” has been associated with deviance, corruption and criminality and still is today

5. Sex workers need these activities to be defined as work because they view their occupation as an activity that generates income

6. Using the term “sex work”, hep draw a distinction between the economic activity and the person’s identity

7. Speaking in term of sex work helps take prostitution out of an invisible or unspeakable space

8. It allows a rethinking of this activity in terms of contracts, improvement of working conditions and sex worker’s ability to negotiate the different aspects of services they offer.

9. It paves the way for action about workers’s right

1. The right to work safely and in health

2. The right to not be raped, harassed or discriminated against

3. The right to associate with other workers for protection

4. The right to dignity and integrity

9. What do sex workers do?

4. Include various activities

1. Soliciting on the street or in other public areas

2. Nude dancing with or without contact

3. Providing erotic massages

4. Visiting or receiving through an escort service

5. Acting in pornographic movies

6. Animating phone or webcam conversation

7. Offering specific or specialized service like domination and fetishism

10. Who is a sex worker

4. The concept emerged in the 1970’s through the prostitute’s right movement in the US and Western Europe

5. As a counterpoint to traditionally derogatory names, to emphasize the legitimacy of sex work as a form of labor and the rights of sex workers as a working people

6. The majority of sex workers are women

7. Participating in sex-work entails a life in the margins (particularly for sex workers of colour and transgender and gender non-conforming sex workers)

11. Why do Sex Workers do this work?

4. Various motivations of choosing this profession

1. Flexible schedule

2. Enjoy meeting many people from different walks of life

3. Comfortable with sexuality, nudity, keeping others’ secrets, listening and giving moral support

12. Violence against sex workers

4. They experience high levels of violence, regardless of the type of sex work they engage in

5. Existing laws that criminalize sex work often prevent sex workers from reporting violence enable law enforcement agents to not take violence against sex workers seriously when it is reported, and facilitate police violence against sex workers

13. Sex workers and childhood sexual abuse

4. Like many women, some sex workers have been the victims of a sexual assault during childhood

5. Sexuality assaulted sex workers whether at work or in their love life, or in their social life fear not being believed or being denounced, harassed, attacked or criminalized again.

14. Sex Worker and drugs

4. Because of the considerable stigmatization, many believe it is difficult or even impossible to perform sex work without using drugs

5. Those who use drugs while working or overuse them become much more vulnerable to abuse and risk

15. Documentary: the Business of Sex

4. The law surrounding of sex work in Canada

1. Criminal Code of Canada Section 210-213

5. Meeting different needs

1. Sexual desires, fantasies, fetish, etc

2. Providing to mostly men both married and unmarried

6. Licensing in Vancouver, BC

7. Tax Code

1. Income and expense claim

2. Industry code

3. There is no code for “sex work” or “prostitution”

8. Having to learn different business related material in order to run their business

1. Web Design, Graphic Designer, Accounting, etc.

9. Why do they do it?

1. Availability of money

1. The main purpose of doing. 

2. Routine and predictability of work

3. Re-Grouping and Reviewing clients for security

4. Bringing happiness to people and being loving

7. Canadian law regarding prostitution has become an arbitrary laws

1. It doesn’t meet today’s need

2. Its outdated

8. Legal Challenge of Sex work and going for trial

1. Its our right to choose what want to do as “work”

1. The question of choice

2. Not responsible for the spread of HIV/AIDS

3. Threat to family values, women’s equality

4. Being pimped and trafficked

5. Sex workers lead dysfunctional lives outside of society

6. Education of children about sexual life

9. European law case where:

1. They pay their tax to be a “sex worker”

2. Must be euro citizen

3. Promise not to do drugs

4. And follow all the rules (use condoms and etc)

10. State providing “sex services” to the disability as a “need”

1. Issue is why spend tax payers money to pay for someone “need”

2. Issue of social issues surrounding it

1. Why they should get it, while others can’t

3.  Health issue

11. Different Models

1. Criminalization

1. Criminalization of sex work

2. Legalization

1. Creation of regulations

3. Nevada laws

1. Work at brod house

4. Partial criminalization (i.e. “The Swedish Model)

1. Promoted by second wave feminist

2. Illegal pimps, managers, clients, etc except the sex workers

5. Decriminalization

1. No regulations but no special rules.
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1. Sex work as violence against women?

1. Despite the high level of violence against them, sex workers’ rights have generally not been supported by mainstream women’s movement

2. Many feminist have framed sex work itself a form of violence against women, and demonized women who engage in sex work as participants in their own oppression and that of all women

3. Sex workers’ rights groups use distinction between coerced and consensual sex work

2. Impact of sex work n health workers

1. Sex workers do not have access to the same fringe benefits that other workers enjoy

2. Even if they take care of their health, their security and their dignity, they cannot always escape work-related stress

3. The stigmatization and the social judicial context operate as determinate of sex workers health

4. Marginalized situation interacts with other known determinants

****************************************************************

GENDER

1. Gender and race in advertising

1. Gender

1. The basic category we use for sorting human beings, and it is a key issue when discussing representation

2. Essential elements of our own identity, and the identified we assume other people o have, come from concept of gender

3. Many objects, not just human being are represented by the media as being particularly masculine or feminine, and

4. We grow up with an awareness of what constitute appropriate characteristics for each gender

2. Representations of Femininity   

1. Representation of women across all media tend to highlight the following

1. Beauty

2. Size/physique

3. Sexuality

4. Emotions

5. Relationships

2. Women are often represented as being part of context (family, friends, colleagues), and working/thinking as part of a team. In drama they tend to take the role of helper, or object passive rather than active. Often their passivity extend to victimhood.

3. Representation of masculinity

1. Representations of masculinity focus on the following

1. Strength (physical and intellectual)

2. Power

3. Sexual attractiveness

4. Physique

5. Independence of thought and action

4. Beauty and body image in the media

1. Women and their body parts sell everything

2. Popular film and television actresses are becoming younger, taller and thinner

5. Why are standards of beauty being imposed on women

1. The roots are economic according to analysts

2. Growth and profit for the cosmetic and diet product industries

3. Youth increasingly promoted as an essential criterion of beauty

4. Women who are insecure about their bodies are more likely to buy beauty products, new clothes and diet aids

5. Exposure to image of thin, young, air-brushed female bodies is linked to depression, loss of self-esteem and the development of unhealthy eating habits in women and girls.

6. Unattainable beauty

1. The culture of thinness

1. Women’s magazines have more ads promoting weight loss than men’s magazine do

2. Television and movies reinforce the importance of a thin body as a measure of a women’s health

3. Advertisers believe that thin models sell products

4. Representation of ethnically diverse women in the media

7. Self-improvement or self-destruction

1. Message about thinness dieting and beauty tells “ordinary women” that they are always in need of adjustment and that the female body is an object to be perfected

2. Real bodies have become invisible to the mass media

3. Many women internalized these stereotypes and judge themselves by the beauty industry’s standard

4. Women learn to compare themselves to other women and to compete with them for male attention

8. Sex and relationships in the media

1. Pressure put on women through ads, television, film and new media to be sexually attractive and sexually active

9. Women as sexual objects

1. Women’s bodies sexualized in ads in order to grab the viewer’s attention

2. Women’s bodies often dismembered reinforcing the message that women are objects

3. Many researchers question whether or not the blatant sexualization of women’s bodies in the media is liberating

10. Sex and violence in the media

1. That romance often has a darker side

2. The media infantilize women, portraying them as child like, innocent and vulnerable

3. Being vulnerable is often closely linked to being a potential victim

****************************************************************

VIOLENCE

1. Women and crime

1. Women and girls have historically accounted for a small minority of offenders in Canada

2. Female offenders faced a criminal justice system designed for a predominantly male offender population

3. Need to regularly monitor trends in offending patterns among females, female, trends that become masked by the larger male population if not examined separately

2. The prison environment: history of the women’s prison

3. Connection between the punishment of women who deviated from the norms of society and the patriarchal structure of the day

1. In the early days of prison history, women-like men-suffered in filth, over-crowding and harsh conditions

2. Confined in separate quarters in men’s prisons

3. Subject to beating and sexual abuse by the male guards

4. Black and poor women were as always disproportionately incarcerated

5. A temporal perspective emphasizes that women in society at large, like women in criminal justice have been through in terms of Madonna/Whore duality.

4. The population profile

1. In Canada, property crimes bring most women to prison

2. Canada relies heavily on short sentences for women offences such as a public intoxication, shoplifting and theft

3. High percentage of women who have small children.

4. Poor women in Canadian prisons often have been driven into “under-ground economies” such as prostitution and drug dealing as a way to make ends meet

5. Women are far more expensive to the state/government to imprison than men

6. Mothers in prison

1. Serious risk to children who have to be placed when the mother is sentenced to prison

2. Advantage of community correctional programming (drug court) is to keep families intact

3. Maintain of close family ties during incarceration has been shown to result in decreased recidivism rates and improved mental health of inmates and other family members

4. Surveys show that nearly one third of prison mothers report little or no contact with their children

5. Advantage of parenting programs in prison

5. Prisoner Profile

6. Black females were two and half times more likely than hispanic females and nearly four and half times more likely than white females to be incarcerated

7. Approximately 65% of women in state prisons have young children and two thirds lived with their children before entering prison. 

8. 60% reported being physically or sexually abused 

9. About six in ten women in state prisons were using drugs in the month before their offence

10. In most cases when a women is imprisoned, her child is displaced, when the father is incarcerated, the child is more likely to be live with the mother and not be displaced

6. Attitudes toward women in prison

6. Female correctional officers are often biased against their female charges

7. The negative attitude is often mutual

8. Infantilization is enforced in petty sanctions

9. In Canada in the 1980’s we started using the term “women in conflict with the law”

10. Women prisoners are punished much more readily than men for minor offences such as disrespect and use of strong language

7. Prison Health Care

6. In a nationwide investigation by the international human rights watch group, amnesty international (1999) called attention to the following health care failings in us prisons

1. Two few staff to meet physical and mental health needs

2. Long delays in obtaining medical attention, disrupted and poor quality treatment causing physical deterioration of prisoners with chronic and degenerative disease like cancer and over medication of prisoners with psychotropic drugs

3. Use of non-medical staff to screen requests for treatment in common

4. Serious lack of mental health staffing: women are giving medication without opportunity to undergo psychotherapeutic treatment

5. Shackling of all prisoners including pregnant prisoners is a policy in federal prisons. Shackling during labour may cause complications

6. Women inmates suffering from treatable disease such as asthma, diabetes, cancer, late-term miscarriages and seizures have little or no access to medical attention sometimes resulting in death or permeant injury

7. Failure to deliver lifesaving drugs for inmates with HIV/AIDS

8. The bad mother image

6. Among the major challenges are

1. Children who feel abandoned 

2. Foster parents or grandparents who may not want to let go

3. A society that has little compassion for a women who took drugs or stole or killed

7. Females convicted of infanticide occupy the lowest status in the female convict world.

9. Final Exams

6. 4 Questions

7. Lecture Material

8. 1-2 Questions based on the documentary

1. Power and Control: Domestic Violence America: http://vimeo.com/channels/previews/19794785
2. Rape a Crime of War: VH01248  

3. Generation M: Misogyny in Media and Culture: DVD02421

4. Killing Us Softly 4: http://uottawa.ensemblevideo.com/Library/index.aspx?destinationID=UuekOAAZ-UWS0MGeZHOwtQ&contentID=T-c0p6RwYkC_7AM2nP0mmg&pageIndex=1&pageSize=10
5. The Business of Sex: DVD02422

9. 2-3 Questions based on the readings

1. Chapter Rate 1 in Robert J Meadows Understanding Violence and Victiminzation

2. Weber, Lynn (2004) A conceptual framework for understanding race, class, gender and sexuality

3. Barrett, Betty Jo & Al. (2011) Police response to intimate partner violence

4. Hesse-Bibier, Sharlene, Nagy and Yaizer Michelle, Difference Matters. Studying Across 

5. Olsen Harper Anita (2006) Is Canada Peacful and safe for aborginal women

6. Garrette Linda H (2011) Sexual assault in work place

7. Chris Bruckert and Colette Parent (2006) the In-Class Sex Indstury

8. Jung Jaebee & Lennon, Sharron J (2003) Body Image, Apperance and Self Schema and Media Image

9. Dell Colleen, Anne (2003) Kim Pate: A Canadian Activitinst WOrking with and on behalf 

