POL 101W – Intro to Politics & Government
Week 1: September 3rd 2013
Various Definitions of Politics:
1. Who gets what, when, and how? - Harold Lasswell

2. The authoritative allocation of values for a society. - David Easton

3. The art of the possible. - Otto von Bismarck

4. That activity in which conflicting interests struggle for advantage or dominance. - Rand Dyck 

Political System:
Inputs > Decisions > Outputs > Feedback  (David Easton) 

Power – I:
1. Political Power – the ability to impose one's will on another or to get what one wants


Coercion < -------------------------------------------------------------- > Influence
2. Coercion – The imposition of one's will on another by the use of penalty, force, or the threat of force 

Power – II:
3. Influence – To create a state of mind in others where they anticipate your needs and interests and then accommodate them in their actions. From the Latin influentia
4. Persuasion – Actively engaging people to convince them of the soundness of your ideas, or of the problems they will encounter if they follow other ideas
Power III:
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<----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------->
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 Persuasion
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Legitimacy – I:
1. Legitimacy – An ethical judgement that something is right and proper
Types: 

Regime: ex. Nazi regime 

Functional: what governments should, or should not do. ex. Health care

Policy: ex. National defense 
Legitimacy – II:
1. Legitimacy is judgement of:
Groups & individuals within/outside a society
2. Problem of cultural relativism:
If one accepts that morality is the unique product of each society, morality is relative to each society and outsiders cannot make moral judgements 
Authority:
Rand Dyck – authority = legitimate power
Essence of authority is something more: The ability to make decisions which others consider binding and obey. 
Sources of Authority:
· Traditional deference

· Legal Powers of Office

· Personal Charisma – can be used positively/negatively, can stretch powers beyond Constitution

· Fear of Force – coercion, people obey in fear of being locked up/killed

· Personal agreement with the command – agreeing to an idea because there is a good reason to do so 

· Strategic compliance to achieve own goals – agreeing to an idea for something better down the road

· Acquiescence  - quietly going along with something
Acquiescence:
Quietly going along with something, whether or not you actually understand, agree with, or support the decision or command – it is not worth the bother to complain, question, or object. 
Consent:
Consent is agreement in different ways:
1. Explicit

2. Implicit or tacit – by voting, one consents to participate in the system despite the outcome
Must democratic societies be based upon consent? 
Social Contract – I:
Can there be such a thing as a social contract?
If so how is consent to that contract given?

1. Explicit

2. Implicit or tacit
Different views of JJ Rousseau and John Locke 
Social Contract – II:
1. Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778):
Only those present at the formation of a society can give explicit consent

“After the state is instituted, residence implies consent: to inhabit the territory is to submit to the sovereign.” 
Social Contract – III:
2. John Locke (1632-1704):
Believed that explicit consent must be given by each individual. Neither natural born or other residents are automatically citizens
“But submitting to the laws of any country, living quietly and enjoying the privileges and protection under them, makes not a man a member of that society... Nothing can make a man so but his actually entering into it by positive engagement and express promise and contract.” 
Week 2: September 10th 2013
Nation:
The word 'Nation' can mean either:
1. A country or state, or

2. A cultural group of people
In this second sense, the word nation comes from the Latin word natio – which means a breed or stock of people 
Nation & State:
· Used to refer to 'nation states' which implied states with a single cultural nation

· There can be a state with population composed of several nations (a multi-national state)

· There are also many nations without states; some of whom would like to have their own state
Responses to Multinational State:
· Creates internal government structures (such as federalism) to accommodate

· Try to create single overarching national culture while fostering subgroup identities (ie. Canada)

· 'Melting pot' (ie. USA) – recognized as a single cultural image

· Officially favour one national culture – favour the dominant culture 

· Officially adopt foreign language (usually former colonial culture)

· Officially suppress other national cultures
Nationalism:
An expression of pride by a cultural 'nation', often combined with a demand that members of that nation control its distinctive affairs 
Assumptions of Nationalism:
1. Certain identified populations have shared characteristics that make them nations – quest of a group of people to be recognized as a distinctive group
2. The world is divided into nations 

3. Nations have the right to self-determination 
Self-Determination:
Both a philosophical and legal concept – can be applied either to individuals or to groups
Essence of self-determination: is that individual or group should be free to pursue their own interests and to make decisions for themselves 
Right to Self-Determination:
See slides

Problems of Self-Determination:
· International documents created in context of decolonization

· Do they apply to internal minorities of independent states?

· How to define a 'people'?

· What about co-mingled peoples in same territory?

· What about negative effects of others?

· What is end goal of self-determination – must it be a separate state? 
Week 3: September 17th 2013
Government:
Set of institutions and practices that makes and enforces collective public decisions for a society – Rand Dyck 

Functions of Government:
· Rule-making: who it applies to, what it entails 

· Rule-application: creating the rules, enforcing them 

· Rule adjudication: ensure that the rules are carried out and applied appropriately

Different Types of Governments:
1. Aristocracy – rule of the few for the common good

2. Autocracy – rule of the one in their own interest

3. Democracy – rule of the people for the common interest

4. Monarchy – rule of the one for the common interest

5. Oligarchy – rule of the elite for their own interest

6. Plutocracy – rule of the rich, for their interest

7. Theocracy – rule of the priesthood in their religion's interest
Liberal Democracy:
· Free and fair competitive elections

· Universal adult franchise – generally, people are allowed to vote

· Respect for the rule of law – no one is above the law

· Respect for limited government – there are certain rights and liberties that the government should not interfere with

· Active civil society – engaged and participating 

Types of Democracies:
1. Liberal Democracy – fully functioning elections that are free and fair

2. Transitional Democracy – there are basic elements of a democracy but their elements of authoritarian remains

3. Facade Democracy – has the trappings of democracy but virtually nothing else, just because it has elections does not make it a democracy
Authoritarian and Totalitarian Regimes (Similarities):
· Desire to maintain power at all costs

· Government subject to no constitutional limitations

· No authorized process to change the government

· Citizens have few rights (if any)

· Use of excessive force to control population

· Glorification of regime's leaders

· Strict control of the mass media

Authoritarian and Totalitarian Regimes (Differences):
Authoritarian:
· Political control limited to public sphere

· No coherent ideology

Totalitarian:
· Political control in all spheres [public and private life] 

· Single party and ideology

Iron Law of Oligarchy:
Robert Michels (1911)
· All large political organizations develop into oligarchies

· The tendency of political power to be concentrated in the hands of a small elite. They rule principally with their own interests in mind and become a self-perpetuating elite. 

State:
'State' can mean either: 
1. the government apparatus of a country or,

2. a country itself

Elements of a State:
· Population 

· Territory

· Political institutions with monopoly on the legitimate use of force; can make authoritative for the people in that populations

Types of States:
1. De Facto - “exist as a matter of fact” - informal state

2. De Jure - “exist in law” - formally recognized by other states 

Recognition of a State (Considerations):
· Territory

· Population

· Government: Sovereign or legitimate

· Other states consider objective and political factors before formally recognizing a state

· Foreign governments might recognize existence of a state but not formally recognize the government

Sovereignty:
· Sovereignty means that no state is making authoritative decisions for that state -either for its domestic politics or its foreign policies

· This is a relative condition

· Internal & external dimensions of sovereignty

· A legal concept that in practice has limitations 

Ideology:
A reasonably consistent system of political beliefs that inspires to explain the world, to justify certain power relationships, and to maintain or transform certain institutions

· A lens through which one views the world

1. It explains the key problems facing a society and to interpret key events

2. It mobilizes human efforts behind a cause, such as the environment or freedom from government regulation

3. It helps people determine how to act appropriately, and how to distinguish right from wrong in political circumstances

4. It helps individuals make their way in a complex world. It simplifies. 

Components of Ideology:
· Human nature

· Individual – allows each person to achieve to their potential for personal, group, or societal benefits 

· The role of the state – what should the state be doing or should not be doing 

· Political authority – how is government decision-making processed, religious freedoms, individual/collective businesses

· The economic and social order

Views of Human Nature:
Power-hungry, Solitary, and Selfish:
· Hobbes

· Nietzsche

· Xun Zi

· Freud

· Christian doctrine of Original Sin

Peace-loving, Cooperative, & Benign:
· Mencius 

· Socrates

· Rousseau

· Marx

· Islamic concept of Fitrah
The Goals of Ideology:
· Doing it right

· Leadership

· Purpose – what should we collectively try to achieve

· Critique – of ourselves, others; how are we measuring up, are we doing it right?

· Prescription – having identified what you want to achieve, you have to prescribe how to achieve the purpose and leadership 
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Week 4: September 24th, 2013
Classical Liberalism:
· positive view of human nature and self-interest
· autonomy of the individual is paramount
· laissez faire approach to the economy; very limited government regulation

· limited government to protect the rights of citizens [right to life, right to pursue their liberty]

· no need for social welfare [individuals are responsible for their own fortune because they are able to work; if they are misfortunate, it is their fault for making bad choices or they are not working hard enough]

· the 'will of the people' is key to government authority and legitimacy - elections
· liberty is 'freedom from' 
· Equality is equal treatment under the law

· Very restricted electorate – women were not allowed to vote, women were not rational enough to be in political life, only those who shown that they have made good choices (males) are allowed to vote

Classical Conservatism:
· Mixed view of human nature

· Self-interest eventually harmful – must be controlled 

· Society is organic whole composed of hierarchy of layers – those below should rely on higher classes to structure society 

· Equality of all is not important

· Elites have right to rule but also responsibilities for welfare of others - “noblesse oblige” - nobility obliges the powerful to care for the welfare of those below them 

· Stability of society paramount – Change should occur slowly, traditions should preserve.

· Law and order – Mixed view of human nature because humans can harm others

· Customs and traditions are important 

· Responsibilities and liberties of citizens – Conservatives stressed liberties which were tied to responsibilities 

· Very limited electorate – Belief of superiority of males + certain races

· Mixed views of economy – Adam Smith's notion that people will find the equilibrium between cooperation (?)

Classical Communism (Marxism):
· Positive view of human nature

· Society is product of the economy

· All history is one class struggle 

· Social justice only comes with common ownership of means of production

· Revolution is needed

· Period of transition (Socialism) with a strong state – period that follows with a revolution – the strong state is there for everyone's good except the capitalists; 

· Withering away of the state as society becomes more communal and cooperative

· Move to: “From each according to their ability, to each according to their needs.” - socialist view
· Final phase in political and social evolution is condition of true communism where no state exists and all live in harmony
· Failings: Belief that human nature was positive and at one point they will do away with the greedy impulses; in practices, those who ran/controlled the state after the revolution, for who do they rule for? Did they just achieve what they wanted for themselves. 

Reform Liberalism:
· Mixed view of human nature

· Believe in universal franchise – women can participate in societal affairs, all human races are entitled to participate in society

· Unrestricted free market produces some harm – monopolies' workers/consumers were terribly exploited; people have to be protected from fraudulent claims

· Increased role of the state needed to regulate economy – economic cycles showed there are periods of expansions/contractions – business cycles will have casualties 

· Accept some duty for state to provide social welfare programs – free education = future literate providers for the economy

· Idea of liberty and freedom now includes the positive power to act – education, clothing, shelter for the poor

· Concept of equality expanded to include equality of opportunity  

Modern Conservatism:
Common beliefs:
· Universal franchise

· Traditional values should be only changed slowly

· While society may be naturally stratified, social mobility is valued – accept that a natural layering of classes do occur but, do believe in the mobility of people between the layers (make what you can of your life)

Neo-Conservatism:
· Tend to favour negative liberty (free from)

· Equality of treatment more important – flat rate taxes (Alberta)

· Limited government involvement in the economy

· Very limited range of social welfare programs – tend to not be supportive of universal programs, supportive of transitional programs for the worst casualties to help people get back on track 

· Increased government protection of morality 

· Maintain traditional social values

· Distrust of trade unionism

· Sometimes combined with populism – must be attentive and responsive to the masses – legitimacy comes from the will of the people

Red Toryism (Canada) & Wets (Britain):
· Liberty expanded to positive liberty to act (freedom to) 

· Emphasis on equality of opportunity 

· Classical responsibility of better off to look after the poor is expanded to support strong social welfare programs

· Accepts using the power of the state to regulate economy and promote national economic interests – progressive taxation bracketing (make more, pay more)

· Accepts basic value of trade unionism 

Modern Socialism:
Split in early 20th century between revolutionary socialism (who remain closer to classical Marxists) and democratic socialists
Week 5: October 1st, 2013: Political Culture and Socialization: the Media and Other Mind Shapers
Political Cultures:
· Culture is a broad term and encompasses, art, music, recreation, language, religion, etc.

· Political scientists are concerned with the impact that these cultural elements have upon the politics of a state

· Impact of culture can be upon:

1. Institutional structure for channelling politics

2. Process of decision-making in that structure – is there an authority figure that makes decisions for you

3. The kind of policy issues that are at stake within a society – what is it that people are concerned about

“The collection of the understandings, values, attitudes, and principles of a community or society that relate to its political organization, processes, disputes, and public policies.” 

Political scientists are concerned with:
· Aggregate effects of political culture upon society as a whole and upon individuals

· How cultural values get generated and passed on among members of a society, to newcomers, and from one generation to another

Political Attitudes and Orientations:
Affective: based on emotional reactions, symbolic – from the gut/heart [National anthem/flags]
Cognitive: orientation to a political object based on an individual's knowledge – real or believed – what a person accepts as knowledge/fact [Issue of how to set tuition in universities/Cost-benefit basis/taxes]
Evaluative: based on analysis of facts and feelings [religion/]

The stability of a society's political culture can vary considerably depending on which types of attitudes are prevalent:

· affective values can be more volatile and intolerant of opposing views

Key Measures of Political Culture:
Political Trust: because government is left to a small group of representatives, the general populace must trust them – governing without challenge 
Political Efficacy: the feeling that the individual can have some impact on political decisions that affect them – in some broad way, one may have an impact on the world around them - “Power of one” - collectives that believe that together, they can make changes

Political Alienation:
· In the absence of trust and efficacy, political alienation builds, which is unpredictable and can lead to profound changes in the political system. Alienation is also the cultural breeding ground for extremism and revolution. - feels divorced from the country, the only way to gain changes is by rioting/revolting. 
Civic Culture:
· Almond & Verba coined a phrase to describe a particular kind of political culture necessary for liberal democracies

· Civic culture requires trust, efficacy, citizen participation, and compromise – respect and understanding that we don't always get what we want – engaging with fellow citizens/elites with trust 

Politics of Identity:
· Question of individual and group self-identification

· Politics arise through quest for recognition and accommodation

· Ultimate questions of who are 'us' and 'them' – fundamental driving questions in a political system; we care about us, we must ensure that they are not a threat to us

Elements of Identy of Potential Political Significance:
1. Gender: roles and status
2. Class divisions: virtually all societies are stratified into levels based on wealth, income, and social status
3. Religious divisions: even where single nation, as in Northern Ireland
4. Ethnicity: some states contain several races, tribes, nations, or language groups 

Political Cleavages:
· The division of a state's population into various groups that is produced by deep differences over fundamental values and attitudes. 

State Approaches to Political Cleavages:
· Efforts to build a single overarching culture

· Recognizing and fostering respect for cultural diversity

· Designing institutions to accommodate major cleavages

· Repression of subgroups through violence and/or other coercive measures

Political Socialization:
· The values of a political culture are passed on and evolve through a process called political socialization – this includes all the ways in which we acquire attitudes, knowledge, and beliefs about the political system

· 'Agents of Socialization' are groups and institutions engaged in passing along political attitudes and knowledge

Principles of Agents of Political Socialization:
· Family – respect, independence, selflessness
· Educational institutions – learn/get engaged/overt/implicit political socialization/how do we get along and behave
· Mass media – dominates our society, shaped and effected by the media, filters what we know about our own system/world [some countries may ban/screen what is published in the media] 
· Peer groups – decision-making, filter through them what you learn
· State actors [can be overt/propaganda]
· Religious institutions – both positive/negative impacts – there is a higher authority than the political leader – what is propagated by religious leaders is a concern – inherently tied with policy values 
· The workplace  - boss controlled, union, 

· Can work in indirect model rather than forced
