POL2101- Week 8		The Judiciary and the Charter

Controls on Judiciary 
-executive
-minister is the boss
-growing importance in the PMs office 
[bookmark: _GoBack]-parliament has little control on bureaucracy
- Auditor General checks on everything regarding judiciary 

Central Agencies (3 major)

1. Department of Finance: Concerned with long term financial prognosis of the bureaucracy. 

2.   Treasury Board Secretaria: Accountancy; any innovations that require money          will go through this agency

3.   Privy Council Office: Most important agency, the department of the PM, part of federal bureaucracy, staffed by civil servants. 

· The Supreme Court judges are formally independent from PM and gov’t.
· Supreme court has maintained robust legitimacy. 
· The constitutionalization of the Charter in 1982 was first way that the courts could protect the rights of people. (Fully protected by parliament). 
· In 1960, Prime Minister John Diefenbaker introduced legislation known as the Bill of Rights. However, this only applied to Federal laws. 

1982~ Charter (Pierre Trudeau)

-Thought that any democracy needed a document that would…
a) Protect from infringement from both provincial and federal governments. 
b) Would not have the ability to be changed without serious revision.

· The greatest challenge has been when the rights and freedoms are interfering with the rights and freedoms of another group.

· The Notwithstanding Clause (sec 33) was a compromise for the government.

· The provincial governments worried about the centralizing effects of the Charter. 

· When different critiques are made about the charter it requires a lot of money and knowledge about politics involving the charter.

· Some of the roughest politics come from debate over the charter.

· Charter is the reflection of Liberals- you cant trust majorities to protect the rights of citizens. 

- 	When it was first introduced, many other parties considered the charter to be a bad idea. 
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