




Political Science 207






   Draft Proposal 






      23/11/2012


Why did Hezbollah become stronger and more influential than the government in multi-ethnic Lebanon. In politics there are terms that highlight the important features of a legitimate state. A state is defined as a political legal unit with sovereignty over a particular geographical territory, and the population residing with in it ( Samuels, David J 2012. 29). Such terms separate well established countries like Canada, from struggling countries like Lebanon. The reason behind using Lebanon as an example is, it is difficult to apply the concept of state on the country due to it being weaker than one of its' religious sects. Hezbollah which is a Shiite based organization has evolved from being a political religious organization, to a freedom fighting machine that can stand against the region's strongest military for thirty four days (Lambeth 2012, 83). Taking a closer look at the country's history and its current position, describing Lebanon as a state becomes questionable, due to the government having no legitimate authority over Hezbollah and its members. 

 
Hezbollah became stronger and more influential than the Lebanese state because of the lack of authority from the government over its citizens. The research question declared previously is important because Lebanon is not the only country in the world that consists of a weak government. There are several other weak states that are at risk of being held hostage if their organization were copy Hezbollah’s strategy in Lebanon. Multiple causal factors have lead to the outcome of Hezbollah becoming more influential than the Lebanese government, for this paper three important causal factors are chosen to link Hezbollah to the dominance it is perceived to have in the state. First causal factor focuses on circumstances found post civil war in multi-ethnic Lebanon, specifically the void left by the christian due to migration. Second causal factor is the rise of the Shiite population in Lebanon which lead to them becoming a dominant religious sect in the country. The final causal factor is Hezbollah’s emergence and its alliance with Iran and Syria. The three causal factors link the dependent variable which is the influence and strength to the independent variable which is Hezbollah which will be examined through testable hypothesis.


There are many aspects that can display whether a state holds power or not, the key indicators behind the term “power” in this paper are decision making capability, legitimacy, law enforcing and military capacity. Applying this to Hezbollah, the organization clearly practices all the factors found in power, although a government exists, and the different branches act in the best interest of the people, Hezbollah still manages to do exactly the same for its Shiite population found in Lebanon.


Tracing back the events to 1975, Lebanon was completely shook after a civil war erupted and all the political parties took up arms and fought one another. Major key actors in the civil war were Lebanese Christians, they already participated in the military and took advantage of that during the civil war. Hezbollah did not exist or play a key role in the civil war due to being created in 1982, which was 7 years after the breakout of the civil war.


Post civil war the national pact that was created to established a confessional formula providing for the representation of Christians and Muslims in a six to five ratio throughout government (Krayem 1997). Each religious sect is specified a key role in the government it in order to keep equality and stability. Hezbollah even though they do exercise their right in participating in Lebanese politics, they are not reliant on it due to having all the power reside within their organization. 


Since it did not get affected by the civil war as the rest of the political organizations, the Shiites and Hezbollah in particular saw a chance to become a majority after 990000 thousand Lebanese people migrated (Tabar 2009, 7). A big sum of the total number was from the christian population which left a void within the Lebanese population. Shiites took it upon themselves to fill it up and become major actors in the country.


By filling the void that the Christians left, the rise of the Shiites was upon the Lebanese state. They began to grow in numbers and Hezbollah was now known aas the Freedom Fighting Organization that focused on defending the country from the Israeli enemy.  


In order to do so the organization needed weapons, and that meant it needed allies to supply the weapons on a constant rate. Since the Shiites are a minority in the Muslim religion, the organization found itself allied with other minorities in Syria known as Alliwites and the Shiites of Iran which created the resistance axis (Mohns and Bank 2012)


It was not long before Hezbollah began receiving great amount of weapons to help fight Israel, it also received money in order to support the Shiite population and have a strong influence within the Lebanese state. The more the organization grew the more it was supported by the Shiites, and the more its population started growing. Shiites become obedient to Hassan Nasrollah and no longer to the Lebanese state, because of that the shift in power started taking place. 


Hezbollah was fighting the Israeli state which had been known for being ruthless and strategically smart. Hezbollah was rising as a threat to Israel since it was able to attack its military and defend Lebanon by not allowing any ground invasions. For the first time in its history Israel was believed to had lost the war to Hezbollah (Waxman 2007, 27). The focus began to drift from Lebanon to the freedom fighting organization.


It was not long before everything crumbled and Hezbollah was taken off the pedestal. After the assassination of the prime minister, People poured into the streets, forcing the withdrawal of Syrian troops and some of the intelligence operatives who had stifled Lebanese life for three decades (Mcleod et al 2005, 36). The movement was clearly accusing Syria for the assassination which divided the Lebanese people into two groups, 14th march coalition and 8th march coalition (CIA 2012). The only problem for the Syrian opposition was that the locus of power no longer resided within the state, it was found within the biggest Syrian ally in Lebanon.


Several clashes occurred between the two sides after Hezbollah orders its militias to take the street to try and force the opposition into meeting its demands. Events as such always result in Hezbollah being victorious (Ghadar 2011). It was no longer hidden, Hezbollah had come to dominate the Lebanese state and no one could stop it. 


All political discussions consist of two sides, this paper is not made to take a side it is clearly constructed in order to show how did the locus of power shift from being with the state to a religious freedom fighting organization. The reason why the label freedom fighting is used in this paper is due to the effort that was put in by the assassinated prime minister to make Hezbollah a world wide recognized freedom fighting organization. Discussions whether Syria assassinated the prime minister or not have been seen ever since the assassination, and the investigation by the UN is on going. Discussions whether Hezbollah initiated the war or they retaliated in 2006 can also be found since the event. This paper's goal is to point the causal mechanisms that connect the independent variable which is Hezbollah, to the dependent variable which is the locus of power using the causal mechanisms that are foreign. 


Research design

Testable Hypotheses

First hypothesis is, Hezbollah would have never became so dominant if Iran did not play such a big role with supporting it. If the hypothesis is true, then Iran is a key actor that helped Hezbollah reach its position in Lebanon. If the hypothesis is false, then taking Iran out of the equation will keep Hezbollah at the same level that it already is.

 
second hypothesis is, Hezbollah would not have grown so tremendously if Syria did not connect it to Iran and allowed weapons through its borders. If the hypothesis is true, Iran would not have had such a role with Hezbollah because it would have been tougher to connect to the organization. If the hypothesis is false, Syria could be eliminated from Hezbollah's equation and the same result could be seen in terms of power.


The final hypothesis to be tested is the void that was left by the Christians allowed the Lebanese Shiites to grow and become the dominant force in the country. If the hypothesis is true then the Lebanese Christians were the key that blocked Shiites from growing. If it is false then putting the Christians back in Lebanon or even considering they never migrated would have no affect on how strong Hezbollah gets.


Indicators and data sources

For the first hypotheses the evidence that needs to be examined is Irans influence on Hezbollah and its decisions. Comparability is the best method here because of the role that Irans plays in Lebanon and specifically Hezbollah can only have two outcomes, either greatly influential hence why Hezbollah became so powerful, or no influence which takes us back to rejected the first hypotheses


For the second hypotheses the evidence needed to be studied would be, the role that the Syrian border played by connected Hezbollah to Iran. The method to use for this type of evidence examination is comparability since there are two outcomes for it. It is important to test this evidence because Iran depended on Syria to reach Hezbollah.


For the Final hypotheses, the evidence needed to be examined is the christian migration. The method used for this examination is comparability because just like the Syrian hypotheses there are only two outcomes to this point. The reason why this evidence needs to be tested because the emergence of Hezbollah and the rise of the Shiites came post migration of Lebanese Christians.


 Methodology

To test the hypotheses there is no perfect methodology that will give the best result. Qualitative methodology will be used for this type of hypotheses since it requires detailed research in regards to Iran, Syria, Lebanese Christians and their connection to to Hezbollah. When discussing the level of power or the process of reaching a certain level of power, the research must focus on the factors that helped Hezbollah to redirect the locus of power from the state to itself. The nomothetic approach searches to justify a certain event by looking at its causal factors, that is extremely important in this type of research because the causal factors have such a heavy influence on the final result of the even. If any of the three causal mechanisms were to be taken out of the equation of Hezbollah will the out still come out to be the same? That is one of the many typical questions that can be seen in regards to a research like this since there is no need for any matrix or other form of tables to give a percentage or an average number to try and answer how come the locus of power of a state is found in a religious sect.
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