The Great Depression

· Great Depression – October 24, 1929
· US becomes economy power
· “Creditor nation”
· US creditors liquidate European assets
· German industrial output collapses
· 6 million unemployed in Germany
· Economic uncertainty increases appeal of fascism and Nazism
· Many supporters of Nazism turned to violence 
· High rates of inflation grew as well as unemployment
· Ends up destroying the middle class

Hitler’s Rise to Power

· NSDAP – National Socialist Workers’ Party
· Race seen as main social reality
· Racial/biological anti-semitism
· “Aryans”
· Who did Nazi ideology and Hitler’s message appeal to most at first?  Soldiers coming home from war unemployed
· NSDAP tried to infiltrate all levels of society
· SA Sturmabteilung
· Hitler hires a man to become the first leader of the SA (Storm Troopers)
· By 1923, 55,000 people are in the party
· Hitler tries to overthrow the Government and gets thrown in jail for 2-3 years
· By 1928, 100,000 members
· The economic collapse in 1929 was what really boosted Hitler’s popularity

The Move towards authoritarianism

· Economic woes
· Political impact
· Collapse of the SPD government
· First Presidential cabinet appointed in March 1930 by Paul von Hindenburg
· Heinrich Bruning
· Centre Party
· Signs of authoritarianism 
· Reparation payments

1930-1933 – The Last Years of Weimar

· Hoover Moratorium
· Reasons for the collapse of democracy
· NSDAP social base expand
· Elections
· 1928: NSDAP wins 12 seats
· 1930: NSDAP wins 107 seats
· Bruning receives SPD support
· Hindenburg’s re-election

1932-1933

· Franz von Papen (May 1932)
· Raised ban on Nazi SA
· Attempted to undermine SPD
· July 1932 elections
· NSDAP wins a plurality of seats (230 seats)
· KPD (Communist Party) wins 89 seats
· Hitler demands to be appointed chancellor
· September 1932: von Papen loses key vote
· November 1932 elections

1933: Hitler’s Rise to Power

· Hindenburg faces pressure to appoint Hitler
· Hitler appointed chancellor on January 30, 1933
· The NSDAP’s ideology
· Who was responsible for Weimar’s demise?
· Factors and key players
· The role of the “old right”
· NSDAP distinguishes itself as a political force
· The NSDAP Party Platform  (1928)
· Gregor Strasser


Hitler’s First Months

· February 27, 1933: Burning of the Reichstag
· March 1933 Elections
· NSDAP: 288 seats
· SPD: 128 seats
· KPD: 81 seats
· Nazi’s fail to win majority
· Potsdam Garrison Church meeting
· March 21, 1933 – Hitler locks out the SPD and KPD from the meeting in order to have a majority within the meeting
· Enabling Law – suspends Parliament and gives Hitler full power
· Gleichschaltung (Policy of coordination)

Nazi Germany in the early 1930’s

· The fate of Weimar’s political parties
· The German Labour Front (DAF)
· Fate of the Reichsrat 
· President Hindenburg dies (August 2, 1934)
· Fuhrer und Reichskanzler
· Ernst Rohm
· Night of the Long Knives
· June 30, 1934
· SS led by Heinrich Himmler
· Dachau (March 1933) – First concentration camp (mainly political prisoners)
· Volksgemeinschaft
· “People’s Community”
· Autobahn
· Economic autarky seen as main goal
· Use of propaganda and patriotic programs
· “The beauty of labour”
· “Strength through joy”
· The Ministry of Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda
· Joseph Goebbels
· Press freedom and freedom of expression ended
· Book burning
· Civil sphere co-opted
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Popular opinion – What did “ordinary” Germans think?
